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OE LS are now ſo general 4 
Taſte in the polite World, and are 
in reality ſo agreeable a Manner of 
conveying Inftruftion into the Minds. of 
Youth, and forming their Ideas to the 
Love of Virtue, when they are wrote with. 
that proper Regard to Morality and De- 
cency which ought never to be neglefied; 
that it is preſumed the giving the Eng- 
bh Reader @ Specimen of a Collection 
_ which is ſo fuſtly celebrated Abroad, and 
bas had ſo conſiderable Succeſs both in 
France and Holland, cannot but be 
eſteemed a reaſonable Attempt to pleaſe, 


and as ſuch may hope for @ favourable 
Reception. 9 


The Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles, of 
Madame De Gomez, from which theſe 
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_ were ſeleBed, are — allowed to 
be, in the Original, the beſs wrote Things 
of their Kind: How far the ſame De- 
Bac of Sentiment and Elegance of Ex- 
preſſion are a af mg in the Engliſh 
Tranſlation, muſt be ſubmitted to the 

Judgment of the Public, whoſe Applauſe 
10 always be the certgin * of of 4 
n 4 | 
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I the beſt Families in the Province 
05 df Agenois. As he was an only 


twentieth Year, left the great Elta 
to inherit, ſhould run a Hazard of palling in- 


to a collateral Line. Though the Count en- 
tered into that Engagement merely out of o .,._ 


bedience, and tho his Heart even felt an In- 

elination for a young Perſon of Condition, an 

intimate F Ew of her who yas e for his 
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SHE Count ZOrnroal 2 one of = 


== So, his Father married him 
WY when he had ſcarce attain'd his 
he was 
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Submiſſſon to pater nal Orders, or at leaſt, his 
+ Reaſon triumphing over his Paſſion, he teſti- 
;. fied no Repugnance to this Marriage; fo that 


- ſible to it, her Heart having as favourable a 


4 Orneval, and Silvia de Tonnin's her Friend 


\ Intimacy between theſe four Perſons, In the 
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yet he made no Effort to prevent it; 
his Inclination being either leſs ſtrong than his 


Madame 4 Orneval never perceiv'd that her 
Friend would have been preferr'd had he been 
his own Maſter; nor had her Friend on her fide 
had any Suſpicion of the Paſſion ſhe had crea- 
ted, the ould not perhaps have been inſen- 


Diſpoſition for the Count as his could have for 
her; but both of them, as reſerved as they 
were wiſe and prudent, had carefully conceal'd 
theſe ſecret Emotions, and each of them in 
private applauded themſelves for it when they 
were obliged to enter into different Engage- 
ments. The Count having married Mariane 
de Ri ſmont, which was the Name of Madame 


WP united herſelf. to the Marquiſs de la 
Agne. 1 

25 Theſe Marriages, which, were celebrated 
almoſt at the ſame Time in the City of Agen, 
having obliged: the two Families to reciprocal 
Civilities, the Friendſhip which reign'd be- 
tween Madame 4 Orneval and Madame de la 
Sagne was mutually increas'd by it; and as the 
Count and the Marquiſs had a ſettled Eſteem 
for each other, there ſoon aroſe the ſtricteſt 


mean time the Count and Counteſs d' Orneval 
liv'd in the moſt 


* 


8 


; Count, D'ORNE VAL, &c. 3 1 . 


led into a Habitude of each others pleaſing Sor 

cicty, they form'd a Reſolution of never ſepa- 

rating: and to perpetuate. to their Poſterity 

this Friendſhip, they 74 to-unite in Mar- 
riage all the Children 

ſhould be born of them; and to give more 


Force to this reciprocal Promiſe, they ſign d a 


Deed to that Purpoſe before a Notary. . 
Their Wiſhes: were . not long, before they 

were fulfull'd; Madame d Orneval brought 

into the World a Son; and ſome ſhort Time 


Daughter, The Joy of both Families was Ex» 
ceſſive; and PLIES that their-Children mi 


from that Inſtant conceive for each other Sen: 


timents of Tenderneſs that might be Proof a a- 


gainſt the b to which the Life of Man 


choſe out one, and as the was capable of ac- 


compliſhing this Deſign, the little Silvia de la 


Sagne was deliver'd to her, whom ſhe nurſed 


together with the young g Count d Orneual, not 
doubting but that the being brought up toge- 


ther from their-earlieft Infancy would create 
in their Hearts: that Sympathy ſo neceſſary. to 
the Felicity of thoſe who engage in a "Ting 


State. Theſe two. Infants, Fen: at that T 


gave a, Pcomiſe that they 1 Id; be AE 
HELP 


amiable Creatures u en 


ceiv'd, with equal — 2355 


that by a ſingular Effect of Nature HEE = - 


both brought into the World with a; 


"il Myrtle imprinted beneath their left Breaſt, 
*. if. Friends N ling the Aae on o 


their 


Po 


different Sexes which 


ter, Madame de la Sagne. was delivered of a 


is ſubject, gave them both to the ſame 
Nurſe. 1 


e 4 Orneval had already 


Elk. 
* 


. 
* 


their Parents, had been willing to aſſure them 
by that of the Love they d have for each 
other, and the Approbation it gave to their 
Union, Theſe amiable Children confirm'd 
this Opinion {till more ſtrongly by the tender 
Attachment which they teſtified to each other 
even from the Cradle, not being able to ſup- 
port the ſmalleſt Abſence, or to let the Nurſe 
ſeparate them tho* but for a Moment. They 
lived in this Manner till they were two Years 
old, and the Count 4 Orneua and the Mar- 
quiſs de la Sagne were conſidering upon their 
being brought back to them, when the Coun- 
teſs was attack d with a contagious Diſtemper, 
which after eight painful Days brought her to 
the Grave. Though Monſieur 4 Orneval had 
married her without being in Love, yet he 
was extremely ſenſible of her Loſs, the Merit 
and the Virtue of that Lady having-render'd 
her excefflively dear to him. 
Madame e la Sagne was in the utmoſt Con- 
cern, ſhe had never quitted her a Moment 
during her Illneſs, and at the laſt Moments of 
it ſhe had diſcours'd to her in ſo moving a 
Manner, conjuring her to take upon her the 
Care of her Son and be as a Mother to him, 
that ſhe thought ſhe could never feel a more 
lively Sorrow; but ſhe ſoon found that there 
were Ties ſtill more cruel to be broken than 
thoſe of Friendſhip. The Funeral Honours 
had been ſcarcely paid to the Counteſs, when 
the uiſs de la Sagne was ſeiz d with the 
ſame Diſtemper. The Count 4 Orneval ne- 
ver abandon'd him, and he and the Marchio- 
neſs took the ſame affiduous Care of 3 ; 
W OS | | 7 2 
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Cour D'ORNEVAL,; &. $ F 
they had before done or the Counteſs. But 
_ notwithſtanding all their Attention, and the 
Art of the moſt able Phyſicians, he expired 
the eighth Day, leaving me de la Sagne 


and the Count d Orneual in a Situation not ta 
be expreſs'd. The Marquiſs had behaved to 


Madame de la Sagne with the utmoſt Com- 


l and given her ſo many Marks of "4 ; 


ſteem and Tenderneſs that ſhe at laſt hae 
truly loved him, and it was imagined ſne 
could not ſurvive him: ſo many fatal Events 
happening at once took from the Count all 
Methods of conſoling her, being himſelf in 
the ſame melancholy Situation, . 

In the mean time their common Friends 
employed themſelves ſo aſſiduouſly, and re- 
monſtrated to them ſo ſtrongly, of what Con- 
ſequence it was to preſerve themſelves for the 


Sake of their Children, the fole Pledges of 8 


| thoſe Ties ſo lately broken, that they recall 


their Reaſon, and made Nature triumph over 
conjugal Love. But Madame de la Sagne, un- 
able to ſupport living in the City, and in the 
Houſe which continually renewed in her Me- 
mory the Loſs which ſhe had undergone, tools 
a Reſolution to paſs ſome Time in the Coun=s 
try: ſhe inform'd the Count of it, and con- 
jur'd him to let her take his Son along with - 
her, leſt, by ſeparating him from the 
Silvia, ſome Accident might happen to them 
bdoth; and that at her Return they would 


take proper Meaſures to make their Education 


continue on together with their Friendſhip. Tho- 
the Death of Madame 4 Orneval was {till too. 
recent for the Count to have any Thoughts 
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tion he ſtill preſerv'd + _ — _=—_ 
permitting him to refuſe her any thing, h 
. without Heſitation to ine De - 
ture of his Son. He judged alſo, that as De- 
- cency would require that Madam de la Sagne, 
now a Widow young and beautiful, ſhould 
not receive his Viſits ſo frequently as in the 
_ Lifetime of her Huſband, his Son would be a 
plauſible Pretext ſor ſeeing her often without 
giving a Licence to Reproach-. The Marchi- 
oneſs, who unknown to herſelf was as far from 
being cured of that Inclination which byaſs'd 
them to each other, was charm'd with his 
Complaiſance, and felt a ſecret Joy at the 
jůnnocent Stratagem by which ſhe bad procur- 
ed herſelf the Pleaſure of ſometimes enjoying 
_ the Preſence of a Man whom ſhe imagin'd was 
only dear to her becauſe ſhe regarded him as 
8 Father of him who was to be her Son- in- 
It was with theſe Diſpoſitions that they 
parted, the Mit&hiofieſs to endeavour to amuſe 
herſelf at a Country- Seat which ſhe poſſeſs d 
fome Leagues from Agen, and the Count 
remaining in the City to regulate ſeveral 
Affairs relating to the Inheritance of his Fa- 
ther who was then dead, and to the Eſtate 
which was: to revert to* the young d'Orneval 
upon the Death of his Mother. The Country 1 
and its rural Amuſements: ſoon produced an 
Effect upon the Mind of Madame de la Sagne, 
and the Pleaſure ſhe took in the innocent Ca- 
reſſes of her Daughter and the young Count, 
ating criiely ban ch all Sorrow f her: 
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. Covnr D'ORNEVAL, ce. 7 
Breaft, ſhe paſſed: for ſeyen Months the thoſt _ 
eaſy and agreeable Life. The Count oftewvi- 
ſited her in her Retirement, and never quitted __Þ} 
er without Pain. She felt not much leſs; hut 
th of them attributing theſe Emotions to Ca- 
ſes very different from the Truth, they mut 
ally concealed them from each other; Count 
4 Ou imagining that the Love he had for © 
his Son was the Source of his Uneaſineſs when 
he quitted the Marchioneſs; and that beau- SY 
teous Woman believing, that that unuſual Me- 
lancholy, which ſeized her upon his Departure, 
| had no other Motive but that of finding her- 
ſelf alone after having poſſeſſed an agreeable 


Companion. But a Misfortune; which neither 
of them could foreſee, at length opened their 


Eyes to their own Sentiments, and con- 
ſtrained their Paſſion to throw off its Diſguiſe. 
As the Nurſe of the young d'Orneval, and of _ 
Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, was a Woman f 
Senſe and Prudence, as ſhe was of a good Fa- 
mily and had been properly educated, the 
Time of her being to nurſe theſe Children was 
no ſooner ceaſed, than, by the unanimous Con- 
| ſent of their Parents, ſhe had been named 
their Governeſs, to take care of them under 
that Title till it was a proper Time to truſt 
their Education into other Hands; and it was 
in this Quality that ſhe accompanied them to 
the Country- Seat of Madame de la Sagn0. 
This Retirement was compoſed of a large 4 
Building in the antique Taſte, but convenient 
and magnificent, and of a ſmall Park planted 
in a regular manner, and which, to render it 
mor agreeable, bad a back Gate that opened 
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to the Banks of the River Garome. A little 
Wood, which ſeparated the Park from the 
high Road and the River, was the ufual Walk 
of the Marchioneſs and her Children, that 
Place being the more agreeable, as, without be- 
ing overlook d, they could ſee every thing that 
paſſed by, and enjoy a View up cho River to its 
_ _ fartheſt Extent, The Governeſs, who took 
an equal Pleaſure in it with Madame de la 
. Sagne, often conducted thither her two Pupils 
without the Marchioneſs. One Day, when 
that Lady had no Inclination to go out, the 
Governeſs, according to her uſual Cuſtom, 
carried the young Count and Silvia to enjoy 
the Air in the Wood, It was exceffively hot, 
and after theſe Infants had played together for 
ſome time, Sleep having overcome them, the 
Governeſs choſe out the cooleft and moſt ſhady 
Place, and ſeating herſelf at the Foot of a 
Tree, ſhe laid the little Siluid upon her Knees, 
and placed the young d Orneval fo as that his 
Head, might reſt upon her Arm; and in this 
Situation, her Spirits being exhauſted by the 
Heat of the Weather, they all three fell into 
a a moſt profound Sleep, 
The Time which this fatal Repoſe laſted is 
unknown ; but it is certain that the Governeſs 
_awaked not out of it till ſhe was rouſed by the 
redoubled Cries of the little Silvia, accompa- 
nied with Tears and Sobbs, This Woman 
awakening with a Start, immediately looked 
around her to ſee the Cauſe of ſo many Tears: 
but what was her Aſtoniſnment and her Con- 
cern, when ſhe ſaw the young Count was not 
with her, nor that ſhe could not perceive him 
: | | | as 


a 


Cour D'ORNEFAL, c. 
as far as her Eyes could reach? Senſeleſs and _ 
trembling ſhe catched up Silvia in her Arms, - 
| who never ceaſed crying, and run thro? all the 


Paths of the „ ſearch*'d, call'd, wept, . 


and groan'd, and finding nothing, wrought 
up to the higheſt Pitch of Deſpair, ſhe returns 
to the Houſe, goes up to the Apartment of the 
Marchioneſs, and throwing herſelf at her Feet, 
relates to her what had happened, and conjures 
her to put her to Death, It is _ to con- 
ceive the Situation into which this News mult 
throw Madame de la Sagne; but leſing no 
Time in uſeleſs Tears, ſhe made her People 
immediately mount their Horſes, and ordering 
them to take different Ways upon the Banks 
of the River Garome, ſhe conjured them to 
neglect nothing that could difcover what was 


become of the Child; and at the ſame Inſtant _ 
_ diſpatched a Meſſenger to the Count, to beg 
he would repair to her immediately, hoping 


that his Prudence might imagine better Me- 
thods than ſhe could of finding out his Son. 
The different Agitation and. Movements - 
that ſhe gave herſelf having for ſome time ſuſ - 
pended her Sorrow, ſhe was not ſenſible of 
the Violence of it till the Return of her Peo- 
ple, who informed her that their Search had 
been fruitleſs. It was then that reflecting upon 
the Condition into which this Loſs would throw 
the Count, the Reproaches he would have a 
' Right to make her, and above all, the Hatred 
that ſo cruel an Adventure might create in his 
Heart towards her, ſhe abandoned herſelf to 
the utmoſt Depair. Tho' ſhe tenderly loved 
the young d'Orneval, and was livelily i 
op | I 
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with his Misfortune; tho' ſhe was too ſenſible 

that the Conſequences of his Death or his be- 
ing ſtolen was what intereſted her much more; 
yet the Fear of loſing the Eſteem, the Con- 
fdence, and the Sight of the Father, affected 
her ſtill more ſtrongly than the Deſtiny. of 
the 8on. This Diſcovery of her Sentiments 
recalling to her Memory thoſe ſhe had felt 
before her Marriage, ſhe perceived with equal 
Confuſion and Surprize that they were not 
changed ; that, on the contrary, Love had only 
diſguiſed itſelf to maintain the Poſſeſſion of her 

Heart; that enchain'd for a Time by Virtue 
and Duty, it had liſtened to their DiQates ; 
but that ſince her Widowhood breaking its 
Chains. and triumphing over her Reaſon, it 
had ſo fully eſtabliſhed itſelf in her Heart, 
that it was no longer in her Power to baniſh 
it from thence. However, the more Force her 


Paſſion had, the more ſhe apprehended- the - 


Anger of the Count; ſhe even repented that 
ſhe had ſent for him; and not knowing how 
ſhe could poſſibly ſupport his Preſence, ſhe 
dreaded it as much as ſhe had before deſired it. 
Monſieur 4 Orneval, who, on his fide, had | 
made ſerious Reflections upon the Emotion 
which the Sight and Abſence of the Marchio- 
neſs gave him, and who was obliged. to own to 
himſelf that he was the moſt paſhonate of Lo- 
vers, had no ſooner received her Expreſs, than 


<= 


.  charm'd with being neceſſary to her, and that 


ſhe ſhould defire his Preſence, he departed with 

all the Eagerneſs of a Man who knows no 

Happineſs but with the Object of his Love, 

and repaired to her Houſe. The whole Family 
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her. The Moment he was named ſhe advanced 
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Count D'ORNEVAL, &c. us 


was in Conſternation; but as he was ignorant 
of the Loſs of his Son, Madame de la Sogne 


having forbid her Meſſenger to inform him of 
it, and his Thoughts too much employed to 


take notice of the Concern which was ſpread 
upon the Countenance of the Domeſtics, | he 
went to the Apartment of the Marchioneſs, 
without any other Thought but that of ſeeing. 


to meet him, and conducted him to her Clo- 
ſet, her Eyes bath'd with Tears, her Heart full 
off Sighs, and unable to pronounce one Word. 

So melancholy a Reception could not fail of 


S alarming the Count, all his Joy vaniſhed in a 


Moment, and looking upon the Marchioneſs 
with an Air conformable to her own-<W hat 
Misfor tune, Madam, ſaid he to her, can have 
put you into the Condition I now ſee you in? 
What can have happened to you? And what 
can be done to reſtore _ Tranquillity 2 - 
Command me, without Heſitation, my For- 

tune, my Arm, and my Life, are more yours 
than my own. e h 


Ah! Cunt, cried ſhe at length, I kept too 


ill the Pledges you have already entruſted me 
| with, ever to demand any other from you; 


and far from wanting your Life, I wiſh, by of- 
fering my own, I might repair the Loſs you 
have ſuſtained, of which J alone am the Cauſe. 
The abundance of her Tears prevented her 
from continuing her Diſcourſe, and d Orea 
not doubting but theſe Words regarded the 


| young Count What, returned he, with the 


utmoſt Affliction, is my Son dead? His Death, 


| replied ſhe, would have been perhaps Jeſs ſen- 


ſible 
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_ ible to us than what has happened; we ſhould 
have uſed the utmoſt Afﬀiduity for his Reco- 
very; you would have been Witneſs of the 

Progreſs, or of the ſmall Succeſs of the Re- 
medies which were applied; you would have 
had nothing to reproach me with ; and, in fine, 

ve ſhould have exhorted each other to ſee his 

Death with Patience, as we know there is no 
appointed Age for the quitting this Life; but 
that having entruſted him to my Care, I ſſiduld 
have the Imprudence to repoſe that Truſt upon 
another, and that he ſhould be ſtolen even al- 
moſt before my Eyes, without my knowing 
how, by whom, or what is become of him, is 
a Crime that Ican never forgive myſelf of, and 
for which, I believe, I ſhall never be conſoled. 
- The Count loved his Son with too much 
Tenderneſs not to be penetrated with Grief at 
- this News; Nature produced its Effect: he 
fell into a Chair like a Man ſtruck with a 
Blow that had been given him; and fixing his 
Eyes upon the Ground, he remained above a 
Quarter of an Hour in deep Silence; during 
" which the Marchioneſs finiſhed her Relation 
of this Accident, and of the Movements ſhe Wh 
had given herſelf in order to ſearch for the 
Child. But this is far from being enough, con- 
tinued ſhe, to repair my Fault and your Loſs; 
1 fay to myſelf every thing that you might ſay 
to me; I am conſcious of the Extent of my 
= _ Negligence; I conſider only in what manner I 
may puniſh myſelf for it, at leaſt I ſhall have 
_ the Conſolation of putting that into your 
Power, and it was with that Intention only 
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Lord, added ſhe, accept my Eſtate, and that 
of my Daughter; leave me only what is ſuffi- 
cient to retire with her into a Convent, where 
I will take the Veil, and perſuade her to take 
it when he is of a proper Age, if Heaven 
grants me her Life ſo long: all that T polleſs 
was to have been your Son's ;_ I have loft him, 


it is juſt therefore to make you the Poſſoſſor 


of it. If my Daughter was capable of rein- 

ſtating him, or that her Life could ſatisfy you, 
I would freely leave you the Maſter of it; 
however, diſpoſe of her Fate, I abandon her to 

you, and will ſubmit, without murmuring, to 
whatever you ordain: ſtill too happy if our 
Lives and our Fortunes can fully ſatisfy your 
juſt Revenge. The Marchionels ſpoke from 
her inmoſt Heart, her Tears confirmed the 


S Sincerity of her Words; they .rouſed the 
Count from his fatal Reverie, and lifting his 


Eyes upon her, ſhe appeared ſo beautiful in 


her Sorrow, that he felt his own diminiſh at 


the Sight, and his Love increaſe; and per- 
ceiving that ſhe waited for his Anſwer I can- 
not deny, Madam, faid he to her, but that the 
Loſs of my Son is extremely ſenſible to me, the 


Ties were too ſtrong that attached me to him to 


be capable of regarding this Misfortune with 
Firmneſs, If he was dear to me by the Rights 

of Blood and Nature, he was ſtill more ſo by 
the Chains of that pleaſing Alliance which he 
was to have form'd between us; yet however 
great my Deſpair may be, it cannot blind me 
to that D ree as to render yu anſwerable for 
this fatal Event, or to aca, thoſe Offers, 
ld inviolably 
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augment my Sorrows. It is ſurely enough, 
good Heaven, added he fighing, to loſe my 
n, without depriving myſelf of the only 
Conſolation that is left me: I find it in you, 
Madam, continued he; our Misfortunes are 
almoſt equal; I mourn a Son, and you regret 
a Son-in-Law; I ought not to be leſs ſenſible 
of your Loſs than you have been of mine: 
All my Fortune would have paſſed with my 
Son into your Family by his eſpouſing Silvia; 
but ſince Providence has diſpoſed otherwiſe of 
his Fate, let us repair our common Misfor- 
tune by forming a Tie more ftrong than even 
that which was to have united us; and ſince 
as render me Maſter of the Deſtiny of your 
ughter, ſuffer her to become mine; and b 
attaching myſelf to you by the holieſt Ties, 
let me in the Place of a Huſband rexcore her a 
Father ; it is the only Means of drying up my 
Tears, and making me forget the Loſs of a 
Son. I ſhall go to uſe the utmoſt Diligence to 
find out his Peſtiny ; but whatever that may 
be, mine can never be happy unleſs you con- 
ſent to unite it to yours. 3 
Tho' Madame de la Sagne had not the leaſt 
Expectation of this Propoſition, and that ſhe 
was extremely ſurprized with it, yet ſtill her 
Heart felt a ſecret Satisfaction at it; ſhe how- 
ever conſtrained herſelf; and preſerving her 
uſual Moderation in ſo delicate a Conjuncture, 
ſhe anſwered the Count with Prudence, that 
tho? ſhefwas perſwaded this Motion proceeded 
ſolely from an Exceſs of Generofity, yet ſhe 
was not leſs fenſible of the Honour he did her; 
but that notwithſtanding the DR of 
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their Fortunes, the Family of la Sagne bein 
far from the Opulence of that of 4 Orneual, 
ſhe would not abuſe his 2 that he 
ſhould always diſpoſe of the Fate of her 
Daughter, and that, without forming an Union 
which he might. perhaps hereafter repent of, _ 
ſhe ſhould make it the ſtricteſt Duty to herſelf 
to leave him the Diſpoſer of the Fortunes and 
Deſtiny of the Mother and the Daughter... 

Theſe few Words having aſſured the Count 
of his Happineſs, he expreſſed himſelf by the 
moſt tender Thanks; and, as if the Conſent 
of the Marchioneſs had reanimated his Love 
for his Son, he took freſh Reſolution to ſpare 
nothing that might conduce to his Diſcovery. 


In effect, Madame de la Sagne and he departed 


the ſame Day for Agen, where he informed 
the Magiſtrates of this Accident, and took the 
neceſſary Meaſures in caſe he ſnould have been 
ſtolen away, as all Appearances ſeemed to 
prove. There was ftri& Search made through- 


out the Wood, and in all Places adjacent; and 


nothing being found that could give any room 
to imagine that the Child had been carried off 
and devoured by ſome wild Beaſt, there was 
the greateſt: Reaſon to imagine that ſome 


Villain had been the Occaſion. of it. The 


Count 4 Orneval was extremely rich; his ſole 
Heir, in caſe he died without Children, was a 
Couſin-German; and it might be ſuppos'd that 
this Relation, who was not in affluent Cir- 
cumſtances, had been not too well ſatisfied 
with his Marriage and the Birth of the young 
Count, On the other ſide, the Heirs of Ma- 
dame 4 Orneval had alſo an Intereſt in the 
1 x Death 
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Death of this Child, that the Fortune of its 


Mother might be returned. All theſe Things 


gave violent Suſpicions of a premeditated At- 
tempt; however, as nothing could be proved 
againſt them, and that the Count would not 
begin a Proceſs which might diſhonour the 
Relations of his late Wife, being fully per- 
ſwaded that from whatever Hand it came he 
ſhould never ſee his Son again, and that doubt- 
leſs they had murdered the poor little Inno- 
cent, he rather choſe to reſtore the Fortune of 
its Mother, than to diſcloſe a Crime, the Pu- 
niſhment of which would be an eternal Blot 
upon the Family, and even be a Blemiſh to 
his Son, if he ſhould ever be reſtored to him 


again, 


* regard to his own Relation, he thought 
that if he had been capable of ſuch a Treaſon, 


with the Hopes that his Eſtate would revert 
to him, he ſhould be ſufficiently revenged upon 
him by his marrying again, and that he would 
find his Puniſhment in the Inutility of his 


Crime. Thus, therefore, after having made 


all the Enquiries. that were poſſible, having 
promiſed the moſt exceſſive Recompence to 


. Whoever ſhould bring back the Child, (who 


was eaſy to be known by the extraordinary 
Mark he brought into the World with him 
and taken all the neceſſary Precautions whi 
might put him in a Condition to re- demand 
the Fortune of his late Wife if his Son ſhould 
bo — to Kin N ee As 
agne, adopted her hter, and, by 
his Contra of Marriage, nnd her his 0b 
Heireſs in caſe he had no Children b on 
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ſecond Marriage, and declared, that if he had. 


ſhe ſhould ſhare- equally with them, This 
Hymen was celebrated without any Magnifi- 
cence, but with the mutual Satisfaction of 
them both. The new Counteſs ſpared nothing 
that might make the Count forget the Loſs of 
his Son; and by her Aſſiduity, her Tender-, 
neſs, and her Complaiſance, ſhe ſoon ſucceeded 
in making him eaſy. In the mean time the 
young Silvia de la Sagne increaſed continually 


in Beauty as ſhe did in Age; and as one Mis- 


fortune naturally leads us to apprehend another, . 
Madame d' Orneval, dreading leſt ſhe ſhould: 
have the ſame Deſtiny: as the Count, never 
ſuffered her to be from under her Sight, and 
became her firſt Governeſs. Her Education 


gave her no Pain, Heaven having endowed 


this beauteous Maid with all the Qualities that 
render a Perſon of her Age and Condition 
worthy of Eſteem: her Senſe and her Diſere- 
tion much exceeded her Age: and four Veats 
having run on ſince the Counteſs's Marriage" 
without her having any Child, the Count ha 
ing no Hopes to ſee one born, attached him 


Jelf ſo ſtrongly to Silvia, that ſhe could not 


have been more tenderly beloved by her own 
Father than ſhe was by him. Madame 4 Or- 
neval had inſpired her ſo very early with Sen- 
timents of Love and Reſpe& for the Count, 
that he had the Joy to ſee her return his Affec- 
tion as perfectly as he could defire. It was in 
this manner that near twenty Vears had paſſed, 


during which the Beauty and the ſhining For- 
tune of Mademoiſelle de la Sagne had occa- 


ſioned very conſiderable Propoſals; but this 
mn - ; | : Cc 3 charme 
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charming Perſon diſſatisfied with their Ad- 
dreſſes, and feeling an invincible Repugnance 
to them all, ſo earneſtly demanded of the 
Count and Counteſs not to engage her in the 
Laws of Hymen, that they were obliged to 
Conſent to it, loving her too much to be able to 
conſtrain her. She was not ignorant to whom 
ſhe had been deftined, Madame 4 Orneval had 
concealed nothing from her that had paſſed 
between the Count and her upon that Ocea- 

ſion, and they often regretted together the Loſs 
of the young d Orneval : Silvia even imagined 
ſhe could remember having ſeen him, and whe- 
ther, notwithſtanding her early Infancy, ſhe 
Had really preſerved the Idea of him, or that 
Having ſeveral times heard the Adventure re- 
Jated which ſeparated them, ſhe had her Mind 
AIPd with it, ſhe never ſpoke of it without Emo- 

tion, and proteſted that ſhe perfectly remem- 
bered the Sorrow ſhe felt and the Cries ſhe 
made when he was forced away ; but that ſhe 
Had no Idea of thoſe who then offered them- 
ſelves to her Sight, nor could ſhe recolle& 
whether it was Man or Beaft; however, the 
Impreſſion that this Accident had made upon 
ber Heart was fo ſtrong, and the invincible 
Ties which attached her to the young Count, 
had fixed her Heart in fuch a manner, that ſhe 
felt the utmoſt Indifference for all thoſe who 
made any Propoſals; and ſhe confeſſed there 
were Moments in which her Soul was invo- 
luntarily concerned, and ſigh'd after an Ob- 
ject whoſe Abſence gave it Pain. This had 
made her Contract a kind of Melancholy 
Which it was not in her Pgwer to conquer. 


But 
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But that Air of Languor, far from diminiſhs 
ing her Charms, ſerved only to render them 
more redoubtable; andfif the Deſire of pleaſ- 
ing had accompanied the Graces which darted 
from her Eyes, there are few of her Sex who 
could have extended their Conqueſts farther: 
Monſieur and Madame d Orneval uſed their 
utmoſt Efforts to determine her to enter into 
an Engagement; and as were conſcious of 
her Prudence and her Views, they left her 
Miſtreſs of her Choice, aſſuring her that they _ 
would ſubſcribe to it. She expreſſed the moſt 
lively Gratitude for their | Goodneſs, but 
made no Uſe of it; and ſteady in her Reſolu- 
tion of flying the Bands of Hymen, ſhe made 
them ſo plainly apprehend that it would render 
her miſerable, that they ſpoke of it no more, 
and diſmiſſed all thoſe who © addreſſed her. 
However, the Counteſs ſurprized that with ſo 
much Beauty and ſo many Adorers, ſhe ſhould 
preſerve this Infenſibility, made her one Dax 
ſome gentle Reproaches upon that Head, but 
with her ufual Tenderneſs and Softneſs. My 
Dear Silvia, ſaid ſhe to her, I dread left this 

Indifference that you now think an Honour to 
you, ſhould become the Source of Misfor- 
tune; for certainly the Heart was formed to 
feel Emotion, and none can boaſt that they - 
have never loved; you will one Day love, 
perhaps place your Inclination ill, and bluſh at 
it; you will endeavour to vanquiſh it, and for 
ever loſe your Repoſe; but if you take a 
Huſband worthy of you, the Obligations of 
performing your Duty, the Cares that Mar- 
riage always exacts, and the Occupations of a 
"IP TE virtuous 
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virtuous Wife, will preſerve you from this Pre- 
cipice. bs r 
I hope, Madam, return'd ſhe, that I have 
ven you no Reaſon to ſuſpect that I ſhall ever 
| have Sentiments contrary to my Birth; I even 
dare to aſſure you that they ſhall be always 
worthy of the Education that I have receiv'd : 
but to diſſipate in ſome degree the Fear which 
| ſeems to poſſeſs you, I ſhall not diſguiſe that it 
is not in the leaſt the Inſenſibility of my Heart 
which gives me a Diſlike to Marriage. I ſhall 
aſtoniſn you, I believe, Madam, continued 
ſhe, but the pleaſing Liberty in which you 
have brought me up, of telling you all my 
Thoughts, does not permit me to conceal 
from you what paſſes in my Breaſt :-I love, 
added ſhe ſighing, but without having any 
real Object; ſomething occupies wins, Sg 
andI am ignorant what it is; it ſearches, waits, 
and flatters itſelf every Moment with ſeeing it 
appear : I have uſed my utmoſt Efforts to find 
it in the Number of thoſe whom you pro- 
poſed to my Choice ; but how far diſtant are 
they from the Perfections of him of whom I 
have form'd to myſelf ſo charming an Idea ? 
ſuch doubtleſs if the young Count 4 Orneval 
Had lived would he have been; he was deſtin'd 
for me, and by a Capriciouſneſs that I cannot 
underſtand, he is the only one that preſents: 
himſelf to my Mind when I wiſh to realize the 
Object which muſt triumph over my Liberty. 
With ſuch Sentiments you cannot apprehend 
that Love ſhould overcome my Reaſon: a 
Man ſo perfect, as the Image 5 to 
myſelf, cannot be unworthy of entering into 
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our Family: the Qualities which I give him 
are not found where there is no Birth, and no 
Education, ſo by conſequence I ſhall never 
bluſh: at my Choice; and if Heaven has not 
form'd ſuch a Man, and that my Idea is only 
a Chimera which owes its Being to my dif- 
ficult Taſte, you have ſtill leſs Neaſon to feat 
for my Repoſe and for my Honour. 
However ee the Diſcourſe of | 
Silvia appear'd to the Counteſs, it was ac- 
company*d with. ſo much Reaſon that ſhe 
could not oppoſe it; the only therefore en- 
deavour'd to prove to her that the moſt inno- 
cent Things, carried to a certain Degree, be- 
came as unjuft as thofe which were ſo in all 
their Circumſtances; that real Wiſdom con- 
ſiſted as much in regulating our Ideas, as our 
Actions; and that it was as blameable to ſigh 
after Things impoſlible, as to abandon one's 
ſelf to thoſe which were improper z that the 
Phantom, after which her Imagination made 
her ſearch, ſeenv'd ſtill more dangerous to her 
Repoſe than a Paſſion whoſe Object was real; 


that ſhe was charm'd to find her ſo difficult 


upon the Merit of the Object that could 
move her; but that ſne muſt not ſuffer her 
Prejudices to carry her too far, ſince it was 
certain there was nothing perfect here below 
and that ſhe: conjured her to employ all the 
Strength of her Reaſon to ſtop the Progreſs of 
the Ideas ſhe had form'd. 

Mademoiſelle de la Sagne rockin this Re 
monſtrance with Submiſſion, and promiſed the 
Counteſs to follow her prudent r 
* herſelf \ was conſcious what mult be the 
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Conſequence of this Situation of her Heart: 
ſhe. endeavoured earneſtly to retrieve its Li- 
berty, but in vain; the invincible Object 
which had ſeized upon it was too ſtrong for her 
to drive it out; the more ſhe wiſhed to turn 
her Thoughts another way, the more ſtrongly 
they were attached to it; and ſeeing that her 
Efforts to vanquiſh-it were uſeleſs, ſhe only 
endeavoured with the more Care to conceal 
what paſſed within her Breaſt; and in ſeveral 
Converſations which ſhe had with the Counteſs 
upon this Subject, ſhe conſtrained herſelf fo 
well, that ſhe imagined her entirely cured of 
that Weakneſs. She was in this Situation when 
Madame d' Orneval received a Letter from a 
Siſter that ſhe had at Paris, who was extremely 
dear to her, and who by the Diſtance of Place 
deſpairing ever to ſee her more, expreſſed the 
painful Concern ſhe felt at their Deſtiny's hav- 
ing ſettled them fo far from each other, and 
that the Diſtance which parted them was 
ſo great an Obſtacle to the Pleaſure ſhe 
wiſh'd of ſeeing her, of knowing Monſieur 
dq Orzeval, and exprefling her Tenderneſs for 
Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, whoſe aſtoniſhing 
Beauty and uncommon. Qualitits Fame had 
not left her ignorant of. The Count was pre- 
ſent at the. reading of this Letter; and ſeeing 
that it drew Tears from Madame 4 en 
he aſked her, ſmiling, if ſhe ſhould like to 
take that Journey. The Counteſs anſwered 
in the ſame Tone, that nothing in the World 
could give her ſo much Pleaſure ; that her Siſ- 
ter had educated her ; that ſhe had always 
loved and revered her as if ſhe had been a 


Mother; 
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Mother; and that rightly judging that her ad- 
vanced Age made her apprehend ſhe ſhould 
die without ſeeing her again, ſhe ſhould have 
been charmed to have been able to give her 
that Satisfaction; but that her Reaſon having 
the Superiority over her Deſires, ſhe ealily 

made them ſubmit to her Duty ; and that thus 
attaching herſelf to her Huſband and her 
Daughter preferably to her Siſter, ſhe could not 
think it proper to exact this Journey from 
their Complaiſance, nor to ſeparate from them 
in order to perform it alone. e © 
We will not ſeparate, reſumed the Count, 
my Deſign is that we ſhould make it together; 
and fince Siluia will never quit us, and makes 
the pleaſing us her only Pleaſure, it is but juſt 
to procure her ſome Amuſement ; ſhe knows - 
only her own Province, ſhe ſees no Perſon 
here worthy of her, let us conduct her to 
another Place, perhaps ſhe may find there the 
Termination of this Indifference which de- 
prives her of a Huſband, Tho? this Deſign ap- 
peared to be formed only in Raillery, it was 
executed ſeriouſly. The Count d Orneval had 
an extreme Deſire to marry Mademoiſelle de ia 
Sagne whilſt he lived, and to give his Name to 
him whom ſhe ſhould marry; and as he was 
almoſt as difficult as ſhe was, and that he faw 
nothing in the Province that ſatisfied his De- 
licacy, he had for ſome Days fixed a Reſolu- 
tion of conducting her to Paris with the 
Counteſs, that they might enjoy the Pleaſures 
of that great City, and that he might introduce 
Silvia to the Court, and ſee whether in the 
Number'of the ſhining Youth of Quality who 
N a compoſed 


compoſed it, there was not one who might de- 
termine her to change her Condition, per- 
ſuaded that her Beauty, her Virtue, and her 
Riches, would not ſail of meeting many Ad- 
mirers; and it was with this Thought that he 
3 ſeized the Pretext which the Letter of his Siſ- 
—_ ter-in-Law gave him, he communicated his 
4 ' Ideas to the Counteſs, who having no Will 
gulated every thing in order to fulfil them. 
As to Mademoiſelle de la Sagne all Places 
= upon Earth were equal to her; however, ſhe 
= verting herſelf. The ſecret Trouble with which 
= ber Heart was agitated began to make her un- 
133 eaſy, and in the Hope that a Diverſity of Ob- 
jects would amuſe and relieve her, ſhe pre- 
pared for her Departure with a Joy ſhe had 
never yet felt. Monſieur d'Ornevel poſſeſs d ſo 

© aMuent a Fortune, as put him in a Situation of 
ſacrificing large Sums to his Pleaſure without 

any Inconvenience; and as he was naturally 
magnificent, he ſpared nothing that might 
make his Appearance in Paris, and at the 
Court, do him Honour. He writ to a Friend 

of his in that City to hire him a Hotel, and 

ſent away his Equipages a Month before him, 

that he might find every thing ready for his 
Reception at his Arrival, and kept no Ser- 

vants to accompany him but two Valets de 
Chambre; and when he heard that he was 
impatiently expected he ſet forward on his 
Journey. Madame d Orneval was in her Lit- 

ter with her Daughter, the Count and his two 

„ Valets de Chambre were on Horſeback, and 
5 : | were 
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kill'd the Muletier, and endeavour'd, to force | 
Madame d Orneval and her Daughter, out of 


the 2 1 2 — 
Tis eaſy to judge witl t Terror 

were ſeiz d, and with what Shrieks they BY 

the Foreſt reſound. Monſieur d Orneval, leſs 


aſtoniſh'd with his own Danger than at that 


7 , 


of two Perſons ſo juſtly dear to him, ſupported 
by his Valets de Chambre, immediately fired 
at thoſe who would have forced them from 
him, and kill'd two of them; but their Com- 
panions having diſcharg'd their Piſtols, kill'd 
one of his People, and broke the Arm of the 
other, ſo that the Count remaining alone a- 
gainſt Four, would infallibly have periſh'd in 
this Combat, notwithſtanding his Courage, if 
Heaven had not ſent him Aſſiſtance at the 
Inſtant wane leaſt expected it. 4 5 4 N 

A young Dragoon, who was paſling through 
the e Wood in his Way Ry pads * 
ing the redoubled Outeries of the Counteſs and 
her Daughter, ſpurr'd baftily that WR 


ſeeing | 
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ſeeing what paſs' d, and feeling himſelf ani- 
mated with an extraordinary Emotion, drew 
out both his Piſtols and fired them at once 
with ſo much Addreſs and good Fortune, that 

he killed two of thoſe Villains, and in a Mo- 
ment drawing his Sword he fell upon the other 
two with ſuch Impetuoſity, that it was im- 
poſſible to withſtand him. The Count then 
taking freſh Courage, fell upon him who 
preſs'd him the moſt, and came to ſecond his 

- *valiant Defender; but he had already made 
[both his Enemies lick the Duſt, Monſieur 
'POrneval, equally touch*d with Gratitude and 
. Surprize at ſuch uncommon Valour, advanc'd 
towards him, and looking attentively upon 
him—If all the Cavaliers of your Company, 
brave Unknown, ſaid he to him, have your 
Force, your Captain need dread none of the 
Dangers of War, I owe my Life to you, and 
' Deliverance of two Perſons who are ſtil 
dearer to me; I am in a Situation capable of 

= ing my Gratitude to you, and I conjure 
you to ſet any Value upon your Service that 
| you think proper. 2 „ 
I am too well recompens'd already, my 
Lord, reply'd he with Reſpect, by the Hap- 
pineſs of having been of Uſe to wp and Ide- 
.. mand e pot the Honour of your Efteem, 
This young Warrior ſpoke ſo gracefully, and 
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Nature had endowed him with ſo many Charms, 
that the Count could not be ſatisfied with 
looking upon him. He appear'd not to be a- 

bove T wenty ; he was tall, and his Mien noble 
"and eaſy ; no Man managed a Horſe with 
more Addreſs, the Beauty of his F . | 


* 
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the Softneſs of his Countenance, and an Air 
of Grandeur which ſhone through his whole 
Perſon, render'd him a moſt uncommon Ob- 
jet. The Count was penetrated with it, and 
immediately felt the moſt lively Tenderneſs 
for him; he embraced him, and conducted 
him to the Litter of the Ladies. Their Cries 
hid ceas'd as ſoon as they ſaw the Succours. 
which Providence had ſent them. The amazing 
Valour of the young Soldier had diſfipated - 
their Fears, their ſole Care now was to re- 
gard him, and to offer up their Wiſhes for 
him. The beauteous Silvia form'd the moſt 
ardent Prayers ; her Eyes had followed every 
Stroke his Arm had piven, and her Heart a 
thouſand Times more troubled at the Danger. 
of the Unknown, than it had been at that 
which he preſerved them from, had imprinted. ' * 
upon her Face, during the Combat, all the 
Movements with which ſhe was agitated.  *' - 
His Victory and the Careſſes which the 
Count gave Lim reſtoring her Tranqu llity, 7 
and attributing what ſhe felt only to the Joy®+* ©, 1 
of ſeeing herſelf deliver'd from fo imminent a — 
Danger, ſhe believ'd that Gratitude lone 
render'd her Deliverer dear to her. Ba t alas 
what did ſhe feel when he approach” . n ar 
enough for her to remark that as he was the 
moſt valiant of Mankind, he was alſo the moſt 
amiable, Her Confuſton augmented in ſuch. _ 
a Manner that ſhe could not pronounce one 
Word. Madame 4 Orneual alone was in a 
Condition capable of expreſſing her Applauſe 

and her Thanks; ſhe would embrace her De- 
fender, and would have Madamoiſelle de la. 


C2 ; Sagne | 
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Sagn# do him the fame Honour. The young 
Warrior immediately leap'd from his Horſe, 
_ the Litter, threw himſelf at the Knees 

the Counteſs, and would only have kiſs'd 
her Robe, but ſhe preſs'd him in her Arms, 
and making him turn towards her Daughter, 
ſhe commanded her to embrace him: which 
ſhe obey'd, but without knowing what the 
did. The Soldier, as confuſed as Silvia, ima- 
gin'd that this Favour would coft him his Life, 
by the extraordinary Emotions he felt within 

bis Soul; the aſtoniſhing Beauty of Mademoi- 


{elle de Ia Sagne, had ſtruck him almoſt at the 


_ Inſtant that he caſt his Eyes upon her; Love 
was his Conqueror that Moment; but ſome- 
thing ſtill ſtronger than that Paffion was join'd 
to it when her F ace drew near to his; it ſexm'd 
as if this Interview was a Reunion, that this 
Object had been wanting his whole Life, and 
that this Adventure reſtored a Treaſure that he 
Silvia herſelf was not leſs moved; the Idea 

which had ſo long agitated her now reviv'd 
with double Force; her Heart inform'd her 
that this was him whom ſhe had ſought ſo 
many Years; charm'd at his Preſence, and 
AlPd with Confuſion at a Choice which ap- 
pear d ſo much beneath her, ſhe ſigh'd with 
Concern, and was in a Situation worthy of 
Compaſſion, However, they each of them 
conftrain'd themſelves fo well, that theſe dif- 
ferent Emotions were only known to them- 
ſelves. The Condition of Mademoiſelle de [a 
Sagne, and the Extaſy of the young Soldier, 
pais'd in the Mind of the Count and of the 
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Counteſs only as the Conſequences of what 
had then happened ; one by the Fear with 
which ſhe had been ſeiz'd, and the other Dy 
the Aſtoniſhment of ſeeing himſelf loaded wi 

ſuch uncommon Honours and Careſſes. When 
they had given ſome Truce to theſe firſt 
Tranſports, they thought only how they ſhould 
quit this fatal Place, The Count and the Un- 


known viſited the Dead to ſee if they could find” 


any of them that were yet in a Capacity to 
ſpeak, They unmaſk'd the Aſſaſſins, and of 
ſix there was but one whom Monfieur 4 Or- 
neval had ever ſeen ;. but this Remembrance 
was ſo confus'd that he could not be certain of 
it; he found one of his Valets de Chambre 
ſill alive, it was him who had his Arm broke. 
The young Soldier no ſooner perceived that 
the Count intereſted himſelf in his Life, than 


— 
* 
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he made him ſwallow ſome Drops of an Elixir- 


which he always carried about him, and hav- 
ing brought him to himſelf again, he bound up 
his Arm in the beſt Manner he eould, and 
ſome Peaſants appearing in View, he called. 
them to him, and made uſe of them to con- 


. 


| duct the Litter and the wounded Perſon to the 


next Village. They laid him upon the beſt 


Horſe, and tied him on, two of the Peaſants 


ſupported him on each Side, the others took 


care of the Litter, the Count and the Un- - 


known remounted their Horſes, and in this 
Condition arriv'd at the Village, which was 
not far diſtant. e : 


- 


During the Way the Count aſk'd ſeveral 
Queſtions of the young Soldier, in regard to 


his Country, his Name and his Birth, without | 
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receiving any further Intelligence from him, 


than that he was a Creolian, being born at Mar- 


tinico of French Parents; that a Gentleman of 
the ſame Nation having conceiv' d a Friendſhip 
for him, had educated him in ſuch a Manner as 
made it imagin'd that he deſignꝰd to procure. 
him a Condition much above that of a Soldier ; 
that it was with that Intention he brought him 
into France about five Years before; but that 
dying ſuddenly ſome few Days after his Arri- 
val, he had found himſelf deprived of all Sup- 
port, and that having neither a Deſire nor an 
Opportunity of returning to the Iſland, he 
had engaged himſelf from that Time with a 
Captain of Horſe ; that he had had the Hap- 
pineſs to diſtinguiſh himſelf upon ſeveral Oc- 
Saſions; that his Captain 'expreſs'd a great 


Friendſhip for him, but that all this had pro- 


cured him no Advancement, and that this 


Captain being with his Family at St. Yorter, 


a Town in the upper Limouſm, he had ob- 


tain'd Permiflion to attend him there with an 
Intention of demanding his Difcharge, not 


foreſeeing any Hopes of a Riſe, this Company 
being in a new-rais'd Regiment, which it was 


fear'd upon the approaching Peace might be 
broke. | T | 


In all this Diſcourſe the young Man ſhew'd 


- fo much Senſe, Modeſty and Diſcretion, that 


Monſieur 4 Orneval was concern'd when it 
was finiſh'd; and the Soldier who by invincible 


Chains felt himſelf not leſs Rrongly attach'd to 


the Count, ſincerely wiſh'd the Way had been 
farther, that he might the longer enjoy the Pre- 
ſence of him whoſe. leaving him he felt 2 — 

3 | make 


— 
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make his Life unhappy. They arriv'd in this 
Manner at the Village, where the Count 
ſtopp'd at the moſt tolerable Houſe to have his 
Servant took Care of, and to give ſome Hours 
Repoſe to the Ladies. He alſo had the Bailiffs / 
of the Place advertis'd of his Adventure, who 
immediately repair'd to the Foreſt ; but finding 
only the dead Bodies, they contented them- 
ſelves with only drawing up a verbal Proceſs 
| with it. Monſieur 4 Orneval provided himſelf 
with another Muletier, and a ſufficient Eſcorte 
for any other dangerous Ways which they - 
might have to paſs. A Chirurgeon of the 
Army happening 'to be in the Village, he 
truſted to him the Care of his Valet de Chambre, 
leaving him ſenſible Proofs of his Liberality. 
The young Warrior aſſiſted him in all theſe _ 
Things with the moſt ardent Zeal, and pro- 
miſed him to return through this Place, that 
he might have an Eye to the Health of the 
wounded Patient; and when he ſaw there was 
nothing farther to do than to part, he pre- 


1 pared himſelf to take leave of the Count and 


of the Counteſs, This Moment was equally 
terrible to them all; Monſieur d Orneval ap- 
pear'd entirely ſunk with it, Silvia was much 
ſtruck with Sorrow, the Counteſs could not 
reſtrain her Tears, and the Unknown was in a 
kind of Deſpair, The Count remark'd it; 
his Tenderneſs was augmented by it, and 
preſſing him in his Arms —My dear Deliverer, 
ſaid he to him, if you don't obtain your Diſ- 
charge, write to me, and I ſhall eaſily pro- 
cure it for you; and if you do ſucceed, re- 
pair directly to Paris, where T ſhall reſide for 

„ | ſome 
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ſome Months; come to meet me there, I 
will take care of your Fortune, and be a Fa- 
ther to you; you have let me perceive Senti- 
ments which increaſe my Gratitude to you ; 
but I flatter myſelf that you won't refuſe the 
firſt Proof of my Friendſhip” by a Preſent 
which will continually oblige you to remem- 
ber the Count POrneval, At theſe Words, 
untying his Picture enrich'd with Brilliants, 
which Mademoifelle de la Sagne wore upon 
her Arm, he deſired her to deprive herſelf of 
it in favour of the valiant Ar/an, ſo he had told 
him he was named. She obeyed immediately, 
and never any Command had been more agree- 
able to her. | | 
Ar ſan receiv'd the Picture upon his Knees ; 
and being unable wholly to ſurmount the Fire 
with which he burn'd, he kiſs'd the Hand that 
preſented it to him with an Ardour that made 
her bluſh, but at the ſame Time moved her to 
the Soul. The young Warrior dying with 
Love, penetrated with the Goodneſs of the 
Count, and with the moſt ſenſible Sorrow, 
threw himſelf at his Feet to return him 
Thanks, and receiving his Careſſes with the 
moſt tender Reſpect—1 do not deſerve, my 
Lord, ſaid he, theſe glorious Marks of your 
Efteem ; I cannot expreſs how valuable they 
are to me; the eternal Remembrance which I 
ſhall always preſerve of them, will be the 
moſt pleaſing Buſineſs of my Life; and the 
only Regret I feel, after that of parting from 
you, is to know myſelf ſo unworthy of your 
 Generofity, The Count could make him no 
Anſwer but by his Embraces, and both of 
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them felt themſelves ſo extremely nov'd, that 


— 


| they mutually forced themifelves from each 


other's Arms; Arſan to mount his Horſe, 
and the Count to give Orders for his ſpeedy 
Departure. The Valiant Soldier purſued” his 
Journey to Linoget, and Monſieur fOrnevat 
having placed the Ladies in their Litter, con- 
tinued his with them to arrive at Paris. The 
Remainder of the Journey paſs'd without any 
Accident, but in great Melancholy. The 
Count, unable to banifh' Ar ſan from his Mind, 
ſpoke of him continually ; it ſeem'd as if his 
Preſence was neceſſary to his Repoſe, and that 
he could not enjoy it without him. Madame 


d' Orneval who perceived this Change without 


penetrating into the true Cauſe of it, and who 


attributed it folely to the Trouble of their Ad- 


venture, employ'd ſuch tender Aſſiduity to 
diſſipate his Concern, that ſhe overeame it; 
| Confuſed that a Stranger ſhould have a greater 
Share in his Heart than what was moſt dear 
to him, he reſoly'd never to ſpeak of him 2- 
gain, hoping that Silence would efface the Idea 
of him. But if his Abſence was a ſenſible Con- 
cern to the Count, it was ſtill more to the 
beauteous Silvia. This amiable Unknown 
had forced away her Heart along with him; a 
| thouſand cruel Reflections diſturbed her Mind, 
and it was not without the ſtrongeſt Efforts 
that ſhe was able to conceal it from the Eyes 
of the Counteſs, But as the Melancholy of 
= Monſieur 4 Orneval was a Pretext for her's, 

| that Lady gave the fame Interpretation to 


them, and her Tenderneſs for them both, 


letting her negle& nothing that could reſtore 


them 
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them to their uſual Tranquillity; ſhe in Ap- 
pearance ſucceeded. The Count and Ma- 
demoiſelle de la Sagne having an equal Intereſt 
to conſtrain themſelves, tho' out of different 
Motives, Monſieur d Orneval looking upon his 
Sentiments for Ar ſan as a Weakneſs, and ſtill 
more as he had ſaved his Life, and that he 
fear d giving Reaſon to imagine that his Fear 
of Death was what gave ſuch Force to his 
Gratitude; and Mademoiſelle de la Sagne 
bluſhing forever with Confuſion at having re- 
fus'd the moſt illuſtrious Addreſſes only to ſur- 
render her Heart to an Adventurer; and un- 
able to conquer this Paſſion which ſhe look' d 
upon as the greateſt Stain to her Honour, ſhe - 
however was ſo fully the Miſtreſs of herſelf 
as to appear with her uſual Behaviour as ſoon 
as the Count had reſumed his. It was in this 
Situation they arriv*'d at Paris. As the Fa- 
milies d Orneval and de la Sagne were very 
conſiderable, and had form'd many illuſtrious 
Alliances, as ſoon as their Arrival was known 
the great World were affidyous in paying their 
Compliments to them. Madame de la Farre, 
the Siſter of Madame d Orneval, felt a ſen- 
ſible Joy at her Preſence ; ſhe was a Lady far 
advanced in Years, a Widow, and without 
Children, from whom Madamoiſelle de la 
Sagne was alſo to inherit. She was inchanted 
with that beautiful Perſon, and ſeveral Times 
repeated that ſhe-was ſatisfied to die now that 
ſhe had had the Pleaſure of ſeeing her. 

The Count and Counteſs acquired the E- 
ſteem and Conſideration of all thoſe to whom 
they were known. The Beauty, the Senſe, 


and 
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and all the Graces of Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, 
were the Diſcourſe and Admiration of the 
whole City; and it may be ſaid that ſhe had 


as many Adorers as Beholders. She was even 
obliged to abandon the publick Walks thro? 


the Inconvenience of that Crowd of Lovers 


which always followed her Steps. She had not 
fewer Admirers at the Court, where Monſieur 
and Madame d Orneval were receiv'd and be- 
hav'd to with Conſideration; and for the Space 
of three Months, there ſcarce paſs'd a Day 
without the Invention of gallant Feafts and a- 
muſing Entertainments to endeavour to pleaſe 
Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, or without the 


| Count and Counteſs's being importuned by 


the Demands of thoſe who imagined they 
might pretend to her, : 


* 


The Sequel o tbe foregoing. 
IJ HILST Mademoiſelle de Ja Sagne 
refuſed her Heart to all the Homage 
that was paid her Beauty, and that an unknown 
Soldier triumphed .imperiouſly there over all 
that was conſiderable in Paris, this unfortunate 
Youth. was not leſs to be pitied than ſhe was. 
His Paſſion, as lively as it was ſudden, far from 
being extingui by Abſence, took new 
Forces from it; the Image of Silvia followed 
him every where; and tho” he repreſented to 
himſelf the want of Hope to nouriſh his Flame, 
the invincible Obſtacles which oppoſed his 
Happineſs, and the dangerous Conſequences 
his Paſſion might be of to him, yet it was im- 
poſſible for him to conquer it: not only he 
found himſelf fixed in too fatal -and too dur- 
able Chains by this beauteous Maid, ever to 
be able to break them, but he was alſo drawn 
= a ſecret inſurmountable Inclination to the 
ount 4 Orneval; and the Attachment he felt 
for him often threw him into an Incertitude, 
' ſcarce knowing whether the Daughter or the 
Father-in-Law were more dear to him. 
Something more lively, more preſſing, and 
leſs ſubje& to his. Reaſon, animated him for 
Silvia; but yet ſuch tender Emotions ſeized 
upon his Heart at the Remembrance of the 
Count, that he was almoſt as much ſurprized 


% 
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at the Swiftneſs of his Friendſhip, as at the 
Violence of his Love. Theſe Reflections ac- 
companied him to the Town of St. Tvrier, 
in which he found his Captain, who forced 
him to uſe many Sollicitations before he could 
obtain his Diſmiſſion. He detained him with 
him above two Months, putting him off from 
Day to Day, in hopes of gaining him by his 


Careſſes and his Generoſity; and if the News. 


had not come of the diſbanding of the Regi- 
ment in which his Company was, it is certain 
he would not have obtained it ſo eaſily; but 
the Captain ſeeing he had no longer any Rea- 

ſon to alledge for his Refuſal, and that the 
young Man merited a happier Fate, he granted 
him his Demand, and gave him a Diſmiſſion, 


filled with Applauſes of the Actions he had 
performed, and with Eſteem of his Manners, 


and his Perſon, The brave Arſan having 
nothing farther to detain him in the Znouſin, , 
departed from thence with an Intention of, 
leaving the Kingdom, and going to ſearch in 
foreign Wars a Death which alone could ter- 
minate the Trouble with which he was agi- 


' tated: but being deſirous, before he baniſhed. 


himſelf for ever, of acquitting himſelf of what, 
he had promiſed to the Count, and remembring , 


in what Condition the Valet de Chambre was, 


he repaired to the Village where he had been 
left. WY I 

He found him upon his Recovery wanting 
an Arm, but as to the reſt entirely out cf 
Danger, This Man, to whom d*Orneval had 
writ an Account of the Service he had re- 


ceived from 4rſan, and informed him that he 
| K . Was 
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was to come to join him there, commanding 
him to treat him with the ſame Conſideration 
as he would do himſelf, oy if poſſible, to 
Eng him to repair to Paris, punctual 
| — Nis Orders, Valerin, which was the 
Name of this Domeſtic of the Count's, had 
Senſe and Prudence; and the manner in which 
his Maſter had writ to him, making him judge 
that he wiſhed to have Arſan near his Perſon, 
he uſed all poſſible Methods to oblige him to 
form that Reſolution; and thinking to ſuc- 
ceed in it by exciting his Ambition, he exag- 
prone: to him the Opulence of the Count, 
is Magniftcence, the Splendor of his Family, | 
and the-Fortune he was in a Situation to pro- 
dure him, if he would attach himſelf to him. 
Fe informed him alſo of every thing that con- 


Cerned Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, of: the great 


Pjopofals which ſhe had refuſed; finding none 
of them worthy of her, of the immenſe Riches 
of which ſhe was to be the ſole Heireſs, and 
how advantageous it muſt be to him to conſe- 
crate his Services to this Family, Silvia hav- 
ing too much Tenderneſs for the Count Or- 
zeval, whom ſhe regarded as her Father, not 
to diffuſe her Favours' upon all thoſe that ge 


But what he imagined he ſaid to conquer 
Him, were the very Things that entirely. pre- 


vented his yielding to him, for beſides that his 
Sentiments were too noble to be guided by a 
Motive of Intereſt, the more, Greatneſs: he 
made him perceive in the Situation of the 
Count, the more he dreaded ſhewing a Paſſion 
vrhich the Meanneſs of his Birth did not per 
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mit him to acknowledge. He adored Silvia; 


it was a Crime in him to dare to aſpire to 


pleaſe her: he felt himſelf incapable of ſee- 
ing and hearing her continually, without 
forming Deſires which all his Reſpe& and 
his Prudence might fail to ſtifle. Monſieur 
d'Orneval was dear to him; and ei: 
that it would be outraging him in the moſt 


ſenſible manner to make no other Return to 


his Goodneſs, than by endeavouring to ſeduce 
a Heart which was deſtined to the higheſt Al- 
liances, and even thought them beneath what 
it was conſcious it deſerved ; he armed him- 
ſelf therefore againſt the ſeducing Snare which 


was laid for his Virtue, and anſwered Valerin, 


that he was touched with the molt lively Gras 

titude at the Offers of the Count, that if his 
Life could be of Service to him he would ſa- 
crifice it without Heſitation; but that he was 
a Soldier, and he was reſolved to acquire 


Glory, or to die; that he had quitted his Re- 


giment, but not the Service; that the Peace 
hindering him from ſatisfying himſelf in France, 
he deſigned to follow the War into other Cours 
tries; and that when he had acquired a Name 
worthy of the Efteem of the Count POrne- 


val, he would return to conjure him to grant 
it to him; and not to ſubmit to the prefling 


Sollicitations which his Love continually gave 
him, to accept of ſo pleaſing a Propofal, He 
parted from Valerin with the Delign of flying 
from all Opportuntiies of ſeeing Siluia again: 
but how difficult are our Paſſions to be ſur- 


mounted at the * of twenty]! a Move- 
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ment ſtronger than his Reaſon ſoon made him 
change his Sentiments. > 1 
The Idea of baniſhing himſelf for ever from 
M ademoiſelle de Ia Sage troubled his Repoſe 
ſo cruelly for many Days, that all his Reſolu- 
tions vaniſhed ; and unable to reſiſt the Incli- 
nation which drew him ſo ſtrongly towards 
her, he at laſt reſolved to repair to Paris, dot 
to go to the Count's, nor to put his Gratitude 
to ſuch a Trial, but only to ſee them without 
being ſeen, and enjoy once more the Preſence 


of the Object of his Love, His Defigo ap- 
peared the more eaſy to him, as he had left 
Valerin perſwaded that he would not go to 
that City, as no Perſon there had any Know- 
ledge of him; and the Tumult and Confuſion 
that always reigned. there would hinder him 
- from being remarked, and facilitate to him the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing the admirable Silvia with- 
out running any Riſque. This new Reſolu- 
tion reſtored a Calm to his Mind ; and judg- 
ing by that of the Neceſſity he was under of 
abandoning himſelf .to his. Deſtiny, he ,took 
the Road to Paris, He arrived there without 
any Accident, and knowing the Reſidence of 
the Count, he took up his own in the ſame 
Quarter, that he might have the more Oppor- 
tunities of meeting -the Object that took up 
Wl all his Thoughts. 5s | 
3 He had been already ſome time arrived 
| without having had that Satisfaction, Made- 
moiſelle de la Sagne not often going out; when 
one Day the paſſionate Ar ſan, chagrin'd at 
the ill Succeſs of his Project, * = F 
| Horſe 
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Horſe with a Deſign of 'indulging his Reverie 
upon the Banks of the River Seine. The In- 
difference which he felt for every thing but 
what regarded his Love, had made him igno- 
rant that this Day was conſecrated to St. Ha- 
cre, and celebrated amongſt the Pariſans by 
the Fair of Beſons, which at that Time was 
magnificent, by the Number of People of Di- 
ſtinction who repaired thither maſk' d in a 
thouſand different Habits: but the Concourſe 
of People which he ſaw that way having ex» 
cited his Curioſity, he demanded the Cauſe of 
it; and having learn'd it, he perſwaded himſelf 
that Mademoiſelle de la Sagne would not neg- 
le& this Amuſement, and that by the Aſſiſtance 
of a Maſque he'might procure himſelf the 
Pleaſure which he had come ſo far in ſearch 
of. 5 5 
This Deſign was as ſoon executed as it was 
formed; he bought a Maſque, and took the 
Road to Beſons. When he was at the Bank of 
the River, ſeeing that the Ferry-Boats which 
went and came continually, were then only 
in the Middle of the Water, he went into a4 
mall Boat on Foot, holding his Horſe by the 
Bridle. Whilſt he went quietly on, one of 
the Ferry- Boats, which brought over the Peo- 
ple from Beſons, offered to him a Spectacle 
which broke all his Meaſures: the Horſes of 
a handſome Equipage which were in the Boat, 
kicked in ſo dreadful a manner, that ſplitting a 
Plank of the Boat, the Water ruſhed in with 
ſuch Violence, that it ſunk in a Moment, The 
Coach was empty, but the Maſter of it was 
in the Boat, which was filled only by him and 
* huis 
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his People. At this Accident all the Blood of 
the young Soldier was moved, and ſcarce 
knowing what he did, he let go his Horſe, 
threw his Maſque and his Sword on one Side, 
and on the other leaped into the River with ſo 
much Swiftneſs and Agility, that thoſe who 
Were by him perceived him in the middle of 
the Water ſooner than they ſaw him throw 
himſelf into it. He ſeemed to fly rather than 
to ſwim; and his Heart guiding kim juſtly to 
the Afiſtance of him whom he wiſhed to : | 
he followed him by the Trace, and ſeized him 
by the Arm juſt as he was ſinking the ſecond. 
Time. Then aſſured of his Safety, they ſaw 
him ſwim back with his Prey, -and regain the 
Shore, as in Triumph, to the Aſtoniſhment of 
all that beheld him. But how great was his 
Surprize, when he knew the Count 4 Orneval 
to be the Man whom he had ſnatched from the 
Grave! In the mean time, whatever Agitation 
this Sight cauſed within him, his Cares redou- 
bled at it, and every one being eager to aſſiſt 
him, they ſoon made the Count diſcharge the 
Water which he had ſwallowed; and when 
he was entirely delivered from that, Ar ſan 
made him taſte ſome Drops of his Elixir, 
which recovering the Ufe of his Senſes, re- 
called him wholly to Life. | Wh 
Monſieur 4 Orneval then recollecting what 
had happened to him, turned his Eyes on all 
ſides, as to demand to whom he was indebted 
for fo great a Service; and perceiving himſelf 
in the Arms of Arſan, his Joy and his Surprize 
were ſo great, that being unable to diſſemble 
- them—My dear Ar/ſan, cried he, embracing. 
Fo 1 | him 
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him with Tranſport, do I once more owe my 


Life to you? I cannot employ mine better, my 
Lord, ſaid he returning his Careſles, than in 


the Preſervation of your”s, This Diſcourſe, and 
the Water which dropped from his Clothes, 
informing him of the Truth, he felt himſelf 
penetrated with a Gratitude, which he was 


never ſatisfied with teſtifying by renewed Em- 


braces: but at length reflecting that they both 
ſtood in need of changing their Habits, he en- 
| quired what was become of his People and of 
his Equipage. So many People had run to. the 


Aſſiſtance of his Domeſtics that they were 
preſerved ; but as to the Horſes and the Equi- 
page they were loſt. The Count dOrneval © 


eaſily ſatisfied himſelf for that Loſs, when he 
heard that his Domeſtics had received no other 


Harm than their Fright ; and making uſe. of 


a Coach which was returning empty from 
Be ſons, he took Arjan by the Hand, and con- 
training him to enter into it with him:—You- 
{hall eſcape me no more, ſaid he to him, and 
ſince Heaven has reunited us, and appears to 
have deſtined you to be the Happineſs of my 


Life, you ſhall paſs the Remainder of yours 


with me. . 
Ihe paſſionate Arſan ſaw it would be in 

vain to oppoſe this Eagerneſs; and if he had 
wiined to do it, his Heart would not have ſuf- 
tered him: therefore yielding to his own In- 


elinations as much as to the Deſires of the 


Count, he ſubmitted without Reſiſtance. The 
Boat in which he had deſigned to paſs the 


River, having brought back his Horſe, one of 


the Count's "Servants mounted it, the others 


* 1 
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took other Conveniencies; and all returned 
to Paris, rendering Thanks to Providence for 
the from which they were eſcaped. 
Monficur d'Orneval was more ſenſible of it 
than they were ; he knew not how to ſwim, 
and — he muſt have been drowned 
without the Aſſiſtance of Ar ſan, he thought 
he could not do too much to acknowledge fuch 
a Service, All their little Journey paſſed in 
Diſcourſes full of Tenderneſs and Gratitude 
on both Sides; and when they were arrived at 
the Hotel 4 Orneval, the * conducted 
Arſan by a private Stair-caſe to his own Apart- 
ments; and forbidding his Servants to inform 
the Counteſs of his Return, that he might have 
Time to change his Habit, he ſent a magnifi- 
cent one to his Deliverer, and as they were of 
the ſame Height, it fitted him exactly. Ar ſan 
eaſily adorned himſelf with it, the noble Pride 
that animated him, rendering that Metamor- 
phoſis leſs extraordinary to him than the Mean- 
neſs of his Birth might ſuggeſt. The Valet 
de Chambre of the Count having put him in a 
Condition to appear, he went immediately to 
ſalute him. Monſieur 4 Ornevul was ſtruck 
with a new Admiration when he ſaw him, 
never Man reaſſembled in his Perſon ſo many 
. Graces at once. As they neither of them felt 
any Remains of their Adventure, the Count 
would not delay his introducing him to the 
Apartment of the Ladies. It wasat that Mo- 
ment that the young Soldier ſtood in need of 
all his Prudence to conceal the Agitations of 
his Soul; and bluſhed and turned pale alter- 
nately a thouſand times, as he reflected _ 


1 * 
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he was to ſee again Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, e 


and that he could no longer ayoid gibing him 


ſelf wholly up to his Paſſion. 


Madame d'Orneval was alone with herz; a 
light Indiſpoſition had hindered her from going 
to Beſons, Silvia would not be perſwaded to 
leave her, and both of them had engaged the 
the Count to conduct ſome Ladies there Woo 


were their Friends. He had conſented to it, 


and having conveyed them there, and being 
not amuſed with the Entertainments of the 


Fair, he was repaſſing the River in order to 


return home, when this Accident had hap- 


pened to him. As the Coach which carried 
them was not returned to the Hotel, Madame 


4 Orneual was extremely ſurprized at his Re- 
turn; but ſhe was ſtill more ſo when preſent- 
ing to her the Cavalier that accompanied him, 

ſhe perceived it to be Arſan. The beauteous 
Silvia had not been miſtaken in him; ſhe had 
him too deeply engraved in her Memory not 


W to know him again: they both gave a Cry of 


Toy at his Sight, which perſwaded the Count 


of the Pleaſure his Preſence gave them. Arſan 
| bowed himſelf profoundly before the Counteſs 


and Mademoiſelle de la Sagne; and the Count 


taking him by the Hand, and addreſſing him- 


ſelf to his Spouſe — If my Life is dear to 


you, Madam, faid he to her, that of Arſan * 


ought not to be leſs valuable: not content with 
having preſerved my Life in the Mountains of 
Limouſin, he has now again preſerved it from 
as imminent a Danger. Fhen relating what 


had happened to him, he threw the Mother 


and the Daughter into a Situation not to be 


3 expreſſed: 
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expreſſed: but the more "Terror the Idea of 
his Danger inſpired them with, the more Vi- 
vacity it gave to their Gratitude, The Count 
was too perfectly beloved by them, for him 
who preſerved him to be indifferent to them. 
The Counteſs knew not what Terms to make 
uſe of to expreſs her Thanks to Arſan; and 
Mademoiſelle de la Sagne finding this Occa- 
ſion too favourable to be neglected for dif- 
cloſing a Part of her Eſteem without hazarding 
the Secret of her Heart, ſaid all that it ſug- 
geſted that was tender and obliging. 


Arſan, emboldened 7 this Reception, an- 


ſwered them with equal Senſe and Modeſty; 
and the Count, charmed that his Wife and his 
Daughter in-Law entered ſo fully into his 

Sentiments, declared to them, that he deſigned 
that his Deliverer ſhould never be ſeparated 
from bim, deſired the Counteſs to treat him as 
her Son, and conjured Siluia to love him as a 
Brother. This Order was too pleaſing not to 
be ſubmitted to; and from that Day the happy 


Arſan ſaw himſelf careſſed, beloved, and re- 


ſpected, not only by the Count and Counteſs, 
but alſo by all thoſe who approached them. 
Monkeur 4 Orneual gave him an Apartment, 
would have him attended upon as himſelf, have 
no other Table but his, and, with the Conſent 
of the Counteſs and Silvia, prepared Things 


in ſuch a manner, as to ſettle upon him a Re- 


venue of 4000 Livres. i | 

Such uncommon Liberality would have ſuf- 
ficiently compleated his Wiſhes, if Fortune 
had been the Object of them; but far from 
being any Alleviation to his ſecret Pains, they 
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only augmented them, by repreſtnting to him 
continually: that they rendered his Paſſion a 
thouſand times more criminal; and that if his; 


Birth forbid him to lift his Eyes to Mademoĩi - 
Lene 4 Ie Sagre, the Goodiieſs of the-Count: 
and Counteſs ought ſtill farther to prevent it. 

| WH However, notwithſtanding all his Efforts; con: 


ſtrained to adore her, he reſolved toi make 
E himſelf ſo far the. Mafter of his Paſſion, that: 
it ſhould never-come to her Knowledge; and! 
to die rather than break his Silence. "The: 
charming Silvia on her ſide was not more caſy';2 


ſurprized at the Singularity of the Fortune 
which had firſt made Ar ſum been ſeen hy ber; 

. and had now brought him back to her when: 

* BY the imagined him loſt for ever, The: ventured) 

0 to flatter herſelf that that Deſtiny, which had 

d now reunited them, foretold a Conſequence. 

S BY till more happy; but the Moment . after 

© BW bluſhing at the Thought, ſhe employed all herr 
a Reaſon: to repreſent to herſelf the Shame of 
ber Choice, andthe Impoſſibility of rendering 
it worthy of her. Tho? this appeared invin- 

% cible, her Inclination was ſtill more: ſo; and 

* judging that ſhe combated-in vain, | ſhe took a 

, firm Reſolution of concealing it. ſo cloſely in 
ber Breaſt, that no Perſon ffiould have it in 

at their Power to reproach her:Weakneſs, This 

& Project was not too difficult for her to put in 
Execution; ſne was born prudent and virtuous, : 
e and her Heart ſatisfied, with the ſole: Pleaſure _ 
* of ſeeing what it had ſo long ſearched after, 
11 calily conſented to love, and to enjoy the Sight 

5 of what it loved, without letting him ever 


perceive his Happineſs; and, as if her on 
N „„ Tenderneſs 
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Tenderneſs alone was capable of making h 
happy, far from wiſhing that Arſan ſhould 
burn with the ſame Flames, ſhe found a kind 
of Diminution of the Shame with which her 
Sentiments ſeemed to cover her, when ſhe 
imagined thathe felt none for her but thoſe of 
Refpe& and Gratitude. 75 
It was upon this Plan that without com- 
municating it to each other, they both regu- 
lated their Conduct, and that they lived near 
three Months without perceiving the Secrets of 
each other's Heart; though the Conformity 
of their tiers ap and of their leaſt Actions 
might have inſtructed them of it, Silvia form- 
ing nothing which Ar/an did not immediatel 
execute without knowing it; and that amiable 
Stranger 7 or ſaying nothing but what 
Silvia in his Situation would have perform'd 
herſelf. A Look alone was ſufficient for-them 
to apprehend one another, and their mutual 
Love was the only Thing they could not di- 
vine, Monſieur and Madame d Orneval had 
often Occaſion of being ſurpriz'd at this Re- 
ſemblance of their Sentiments; but far from 
having any Suſpicions from it, they were 
charm'd at it, and amuſed themſelves by ral- 
lying them with Delicacy upon it. THe 
| In the mean time, the Count had rendered 
Arſan as much Maſter of the Houſe as him- 
ſelf; he was of all his Parties, and preſented 
him to all his Friends as a Man to whom he 
twice owed his Life, and for whom he wiſh'd 
them to expreſs the utmoſt Conſideration. As 
he was of a Character proper to inſpire it, no 
Perſon refuſed him their Eſteem, and many 
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thought it an Honour to acquire his; but the 
Situation of his Heart rendering him inſen- 
ſible to all the Advantages which his Merit 
procured him, he fell into a Melancholly - 
which he could not ſurmount. His Love, to 
which the early Preſence of Siluia had given 
new Strength, was roſe to ſuch a Degree, and 
the Violence that he did himſelf to conceal it 
was ſo great, that it was impoſſible to ſupport 
it. He became ſilent, muſing and abſtracted ; 
he avoided all Converſation, and whole Days 
alone in his Apartment, or in the Garden, 
walking with an Agitation that plainly ſhew'd 
that of his Mind; ſometimes forming a Reſo- 
lution of flying, ſometimes wiſhing to declare 
himſelf that he might meet his Death by the 
Indignation of the Count, and the Contempt 
of Madamoiſelle de la Sagne, and never hav- _ ' 
ing Courage enough to execute any of his 
Schemes. 3 N 
This Situation was too cruel to be long con- 
ceal'd. The Count perceiv'd this Change 
with the greateſt Chagrin ; Silvia was alarm'd 
at it, but not daring to teſtify the Intereſt ſne 
took in it, ſhe ſhar'd the Pains of 4r/an in 
profound Silence. Monſieur d Orneval did not 
follow her Example; and with an Intention 
of knowing the Cauſe of this Melancholly, he 
took Arſan in private, and conjur'd him to 
diſcover it to him, aſking him if he had re- 
ceiv'd any Diſpleaſure in his Houſe, or if he 
had any thing to deſire, promiſing to ſatisfy 
him whatever it was. Theſe Queſtions touch d 
Arſan to the Heart; he threw himſelf at his 
Feet, and more reſolved than ever to keep bs 
1 _.. 


n r 2 : * 2 9 
C 2 N as By 65 28 * rn 
* * "R _ 


5o MEMOIRS 7 

fatal Secret, he returned a thouſand Thanks 
to the Count for all his Bounty, and affured 
him that what gave him Uneaſineſs had no 
other Cauſe than the Diſorder of his Health ;/ 
that he had the utmoſt Reaſon to praiſe the 
whole Family; that he received every Day 
Honours that confuſed, him, being conſcious 
that he could not deſerve them; and that he 
ſhould look upon himſelf as the moſt unwor- 
thy of Men, if he was capable of wiſhing 
any thing more after the Favours he had load- 
ed him with. Though he uſed his Language 
with all the Appearances of Truth, yet the 
involuntary Sighs with which it was accom- 
panied, perfwaded Monſieur 4 Orneval of the 
contrary; but ſeeing that this Converſation 
only augmented his Trouble, he terminated 
it by the moſt touching Careſſes, feigning to 
believe him. However he had no ſooner quit- 
ted him, than he paſs'd into the Apartment of 
Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, being unwilling to 
ſpeak to her before the Counteſs, and having 
deſir'd her to go into her Cloſet not to be 
overheard by her Women—My Daughter, 
faid he to her, as he always called her, I come 
to deſire a Favour of you, and I flatter my- 
ſelf that you will not refuſe it me. I love 
Arſan, continued he, you know that Grati- 
tude engages me to it; but a Movement ſtrong, 
of which I know not the Cauſe, inclines me 
in his Favour ; all that regards him is ſenſible 
to me; what affects him, touches me; and 1 
cannot ſee him ſuffer without Concern. You 
muſt have perceiv'd the Alteration in his Man- 
ner, that has been within this Month; it gives 
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me the more Uneaſineſs as Iſee that he will hide 
from me the real Cauſe. of it. I have made vain 
_ Efforts to oblige. him to tell it me: whether 
it is Fear, or Timidity, or that notwithſtand- 
ing my Friendſhip. my Age impoſes; a Reſpect 
upon him which, reſtrains his Confidence, he 
would not however open himſelf to me; he 
has not leſs Reſpect for you, but your Soſt- 
neſs will re · aſſure him: beſides youth is more 
free and leſs reſerv d with mutual Vouth than 
Age, and all his Actions have too plainly _ 
ſnew'd me his Submiſſion to your Delires, 
for me to doubt of his Obedience, when you | 
command him. to be ſincere, Penetrate then 
into this Myſtery, my dear Siluia, I conjure 


you, and let me owe this important Service 


Mademoiſelle de. la Sagne was too nearly 
affected with the Situation of Arſan not to 
ſcize upon this Opportunity of inſtructing her- 
ſelf without Suſpicion; and the Sentiments of 
the Count ſeeming to authorize her s, ſhe 
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imagined: that her's too was only Friendihig, 

and that her ſmall Experience in the Emotions; -. 
of the Heart had made her take that for Love 

which was only the Effects of that Juſtice. 


which was owing to the amiable Qualities of 


Aan. With this Imagination then ſhe pro- 
miſed to negle@ nothing ng. perſwade. 

him to diſcover his Secret, and to inform him 
of it immediately. 2 t 


* 
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The Count, enchanted with her Complai- 
ſance, teſtified his Satisfaction at it by the 
moſt tender Thanks, and quitted her with the 
Hope of ſoon hearing what he had ſo great a 


Deſire to know. - The beauteous Silvia was 


not long before ſhe found ar. of 


_ converling with Arſan alone. 

that his Melancholly had given him of paſſing 
a Part of the Day loſt in Thought in. the 
ſhadieſt Walks of the Garden, favouring her 
Deſign, the very Day after ſhe put it in 
Execution with the more Freedom as Madam 
d' Orneval was obliged then to pay ſome Vi- 
ſits of Ceremony to Perſons where Mademot- 
ſelle de la Sagne never accompanied lier. 
When ſhe was gone out, this charming Maid 
followed by her Women went down into the 
Garden. Arſan was already there ; ſhe per- 


rtunity 


ceiv'd him, and having call'd him to her, 


ſhe took fome Furns leaning upon his Arm 
and ſpeaking of indifferent Subjects. This 
young Man had never been more melan- 
cholly ; agitated with a thouſand different 
Thoughts at finding himſelf alone with her ; 


he anſwered all ſhe ſaid with Words interrupt- 
ed by Sighs that too plainly ſhew'd the Emo- I} 


W hilt Mademoiſelle de la 
Sagne who was not in a leſs embaraſſing Si- 
tuation, was reſolving within herſelf in what 
Manner ſhe ſhould ſpeak to him, and advanc- 
ing at the ſame Time towards 2 Pavillion 
compoſed of Ever-Greens, which terminated 
the Walk, Monſieur d' Orneval who ſaw them 
paſs from the Window of his | 

2 ſiollicited 


tion of his Mind. 


The Habitude - 


Apartment, 


— 
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ſollicited by an involuntary Motion of Cu- 
rioſity, followed them down into the Garden; 
and taking a different Walk from theirs, where 
by the Height of the Elm-Hedges he was en- 
tirely cover'd from their Sight, he went up to 
the Back of the Pavillion, and conceal'd him- 
ſelf there ſo well that it was impoſſible for 
them ta-ſee hit. 
They entered into it; Silvia ſeated her- 
ſelf upon one of the moſſy Banks with which 
it was adorn'd, and the melancholly Arſan 
ſtood up before her, and ſeem'd to fix his At- 
tention Wholly upon her. The Women of 
her Train tired with ſo filent a Converſation 
walk'd about in the Garden without going to 
too great a Diſtance, Then Mademoiſelle de 
la Sagne breaking Silence—Arſan, ſaid ſhe, 
fixing her Eyes upon him, it is not without 
Deſign that I have conducted you hither; the 
| Deſire of doing you a Service was the Motive 

of it; the Condition you have for ſome. time 


already told the Count that this Change pro- 
ceeds from an Alteration in your Health, yet 
as it appears to me to have other Cauſes, I have 
flatter d myſelf that you will be more fincere 
to me than you have been to him. Your Me- 
lancholly, thoſe Sighs which involuntarily 
eſcape Sick and your Fondneſs of Solitude are 
ſtrong Proofs to me that you nouriſh in your 
Heart a Sorrow which is more lively by your 
Obſtinacy in concealing it. I muſt know it, 
Arſan, added ſhe, and tis only by this Mark: 
of your Obedience, that you can perſwade 
me of the Attachment you have ſo often pro- 
„ 9 teſted 


W 1 


been in intereſts us all; and though you have 


 Surprize and Fear, and was conſidering what 
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teſted to us. As Arſan had not the leaſt Ex- 


 peRation of this Attack, he turned pale with | 


apparent Reaſons he could make uſe of to de- 
liver himſelf from this Labyrinth, when Silvia 
continuing to preſs him—Speak without Heſi- 
tation, ſaid ſhe to him, explain frankly to 
me the Cauſe of your Chagrin. Are you 
diſpleaſed with your Situation here? Is the 
Liberality of Monſieur 4 Orneval inſufficient 
to ſatisfy you ? Has his Friendſhip ever fail'd 
you upon ary Occafion ? Has the Counteſs 
 teſtify*d too little Gratitude to you? Or have 
I myſelf given you any Occaſion of Com- 
plaint? Whatever it is I am poſitive I ſhall be + 
able to terminate your Inquietude; but above 
all, act with Frankneſs, uſe no Artifice to de- 
ceive my Curioſity ; and deſerve by your Sin- 
cerity the Step I make in your Favour. 

Juſt Heaven! cryed the paſſionate 4r/an, 
to what a Trial do you put the Power you 
have over me : You ſhall be obeyed, Madam, 
fince you will have it ſo ; and whatever Fate I 
prepare for myſelf by the Confeffion of my 
Secret, I give myſelf blindly up to it: but 
_ fince I muſt declare myſelf, ſuffer me to diſ- 

cover my Heart entirely to you, and diſcloſing 
all the Emotions of it, at leaſt oblige you to 
confeſs that I am a thouſand Times more un- 
fortunate than guilty, Monſieur 4 Orneval, 
continued he, owes nothing to me, I have 
done nothing for him but what I did for my 
ſelf, I preferv'd my own Life by ſaving his; 
invincible Chains attach me tõ him, and if I 
had wiſh'd-not to aſſiſt him, my Uiclination 


would 
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would have overcome ny Will. It is no Me- 
rit in me. to love him, I am conftrain'd to it 
by a ſuperior Power love him, I fear him, 
and reſpect him; his Gifts are ineſtimable to 
me; and if the Charms of Fortune had any 
Power over me, that which I poſteſs would 
render me hf. | 
But alas! tho* only a miferable Soldier as T 
am, it is not that which can compleat my Fe- 
licity. For, Madam, added he, - throwing - 
| himſelf at her Feet, that invincible Power 
which attaches me to the Count; that invi- 
ible Hand which has always conducted me to 
Aſſiſtance, forces me alſo to adore you 3. 
you have captivated- my Heart from the firſt 
Moment that I ſaw you. What do I'fay ! 
The Day I had that Happineſs was not the 
firſt of my Love, fince when I ſaw you E 
_ J had always loved you. In effect, 
my Flame was too ſudden and too intenſe to 
be the Work but of an Inſtant; my Soul un- 
eaſy, uncertain, reſtleſs till that Day, had 
ſearch'd and wiſh'd for you even without: 
knowing you; Heaven had no ſooner offer d 


but to be devoted to you; yet the prodigious 
Inequality of my Birth with rug ban? 
me bluſh for you at your Conqueſt, I reſoly'd 
to fly, I refuſed the obliging Offers of the 
Count and Counteſs, and departed from you 
with a Reſolution of terminating my Love by 
| a glorious Death. But great God! what did 
I not ſuffer in the Courſe of that Abſence ! the 
more my Reaſon convinced me of the Neceſ- 
| lity of it, the more my Flame increas'd its 
Empire; and triumphing at length over all | 
| | | 2 ay 8 


you to my Sight, than it had no farther Win 


1 
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my Reflections, it conſtrain'd. me to follow 
your Steps. Since I muſt die, ſaid I within 
myſelf, let me at leaſt not die without ſceing. 
| her again; let her be forever ignorant of the 
'- Exceſs of my Temerity; let, an eternal Si- 
lince be the Puniſhment of it, but let me not 
deprive myſelf of a Sight ſo neceſſary to my 
Repoſe. Pardon me, adorable Silvia, added 
he, if I give you an Aceount of all my 
Thoughts, my Love alone is my Crime; 
and I offend you no more by relating the Ef- 
fects, than by declaring. the Violence of it. 
It was then, continued he, with a Deſign of 
ſeeing you once more. before my Death, that 
T repair'd to this City. I ſearch'd in all the 
Places where I could hope to meet you; you 
did not appear: I imagined you at Bezans, I 
flew thither ; and as if Fortune had deſigned to 
= inform me it was not there I was to find you, 
= it put an Obſtacle to my Deſign, by render- 
i ing me a Witneſs of the Danger of the Count; 
= - my Heart taugbt me that it was him, all my 
Blood was moved, an extraordinary Emotion 
forcd me to precipitate myſelf into the Water 
to ſave him; the wretched-Child of a miſer- 
able Sailor, taught from my Infancy to ſcorn 
the Waves, I preſerved the Count from them. 
The reſt, Madam, you know, his Goodneſs 
to me, that of the Counteſs, and above all 
my unconquerable Love preſs'd me ſo ſtrongly 
to accept the Happineſs they offer*'d me, that 
I could not reſiſt them; you muſt be too con- 
ſcious of your own Worth not to be ſenſible. 
that your —— increas d my Flame: a ſe- 
cret Admirer of your uncommon Virtues, 


1 
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”— 


Reaſon ſoon join d my Inclination, and con 
vinc'd me that the Paſſion I felt was an Ho 
1 which all Mankind ought to pay you; 
and yet that I wiſh to be the only one that 
might offer to you, 7 © I Ty 
But tho* my Paffion is without Hope, and 
inſpires me with nothing that can aggravate- 
my Crime, yet the cruel Conſtraint I put 
upon myſelf to conceal it, the Reproaches 1 
inceſſantly make myſelf for being unable to 
conquer it, my Deſpair at abuſing the Bounty 
of a Man for whom I would give my Eife, 
and the melancholly Neceſſity to which my 
Deſtiny reduces me of flying for ever from 
you both, have produced the fatal Change of, 
which you wiſh'd to know the Cauſe, I doubt: 
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not but this too ſincere Confeſſion will: raiſe 


your Indignation, and haſten the Moment of 
my Ruin; the Son of a Seaman, a miſerable- 

Soldier, ought not to adore you; and to pre- 
ſume to fay it without deſerving Death, tis a 
Sentence that I have pronounced upon my- 


ſelf ; but I own it will be a thouſand Times 


leſs cruel to me to die than to be conſtrain d 
to live in Abſence from ou. e 
The Surptize of Mademoiſelle de la Sage. 


had been fo great at the Beginning of this Diſ- 


courſe, that ſhe was incapable of interrupting- 

it; not that her Aſtoniſhment was occalion'& 
by the Love he declared for her, ſhe was 
much leſs ſtruck with that than the Confor- 
mity of her Sentiments with thoſe of Ar/an, 
The indiſpenſable Neceſſity which Nature 
ſeem'sd to have laid upon them, of loving each 
other, made her tremble. However, not 


mimi for a Crime in which ſhe felt ſhe was 


* 
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thinking ſhe ought to puniſh, this amiable Cri- 


an Accomplice, ſhe ſpoke to; him with great 
Softneſs: — It would be unjuſt; Aan, faid 

ſhe, to puniſh you for a Fault for which 4 
ought to acuſe only my own indiſcreet Curio- 
ſity: it would be ftill leſs equitable to found 

our Preſumption upon. the ality. which, 

eaven has placed between us. No, fuch a 
Reproach ſhall never come from my Mouth; 
our Birth does not depend upon ourſelves; I 
ſhould think myſelf unworthy of mine, if I 
preſumed to attack yours. * ifhing 
to augment the Situation I-ſee you in, by the 

Tranſports of an unreaſonable and ill-timed. 
Anger, I ſhall-be ſatisfied with what you have 
already ſaid to yourſelf; and to give you ſome 
Canſolation, I confeſs. to you that, your Fate 
touches me much more than your Love offends. 
me. Ido you Juſtice, and am not fo blinded by 
the Gifts of Fortune, as not to ſee. that if Vir- 
tues and amiable Qualities could be received in- 
ſtead of Rank and Fortune, there is no Hand 
to Which you might not pretend: but, Ar ſan, 
Deſtiny ordains it otherwiſe, it is a Misfortune. 
nat to be ayoided; and if your's can find any 
Conſolation in my Eſteem, be certain of pol. 
ſeſſing it: the ſame Power which forces you 
to love me, conſtrains me to liſten to your 
Confeſſion without Anger, and obliges me to 
command you to live: this fatal Secret ſhall 
for ever be unknown. to the Count and to the 
Counteſs, the valuable Services you have done 
us demand this from me: but yet, Arſan, you 
muſt reſolve to quit this Place, an involun- 


— 
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Duty forbids me to detain you with me, 


* Fs 


tary Emotion forces me to pity you, but my 


will engage Monſieur d Ornevai to permit 


your Departure, his Liberality will attend you 


every where. Adieu, Arſan, continued the 


riſing, be ſatisfied with my Moderation, make 


your Reflections upon it, and they will con- 
vince you that there are Misfortunes you are 
fill ignorant of. At theſe Words, ſtruck with 
the moſt lively Sorrow at that with which ſhe 
ſaw Ar ſan pierced, ſhe went haſtily out of the 
Pavillion to conceal her Tears, which ſhe 
could no longer reſtrain; and returning to her 


Apartment, ſhe abandoned herſelf to all the 


melancholly Reveries that an unfortunate Love x 


can ſuggeſt. i 
Atſan made not the leaſt Effort to detain 
her; penetrated with Admiration and De- 


ſpair, and loſt in a thouſand different Ima- 


ginations, he could neither make her any Re- 


ply nor follow her. The Prudence which ſhe © 


had ſhewn, the Softneſs with which ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf, and the favourable Senſe he 


might give to her laſt Words, filled him at 


once with Reſpect, Joy, and Sorrow. His 
Love was too deeply intereſted in penetrati 

the Meaning df them, not to perceive ali 
their Force: he knew that he was beloved, 
that his Pains were ſhared, and that Virtue, 


Duty, and Decency, were the only Obſtacles 


that oppoſed his Felicity; but this Knowledge, 
far from augmenting the Inſolence of his De- 
ſires, ſet cloſer Bounds to them. Some Mo- 


ments before this Converſation he wiſhed to 


fly for his on Repoſe alone; now he reſolved 


upon 
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wpon it wholly for that of Silvia, her Honour 
becoming ſtill more dear to him, as he flattered 
himſelf that he was not hated by her; he 
made it the ſtricteſt Law to himſelf to baniſh 
for ever from her Sight an Object which 
might endanger it; and judging of her Heart 
by his own, and conſcious of the Pain ſhe 
muſt endure, he ſtrengthened himſelf in the 
Defign of leflening it by Abſence. Satisfied at 
having triumphed over a Heart ſo worthy of 

his Love, he wiſhed not to carry his Victory 
farther; and to ſpare her the Confuſion of his 
Preſence, he reſolved to avoid appearing be- 
fore her, and to depart without ſeeing her 


It was with this Intention that he 5 the 
Pavillion and the Garden, and returned to the 
Houſe to wait for the Conſent which the Count 
was to give to his Departure. Monſieur d' Or- 
neval on his ſide was not in a more eaſy Situa- 
tion of Mind: he had not loſt one Word of 
this Converſation 5 the ſingular Emotions it 
had inſpired him with ſurprized him as much 
as what he had heard; and tho' he was the 
Man in the World the moſt haughty upon his 
Birih, and that it was the only Defect he could 
be reproached with, yet the Confeſſion of Ar- 
ſan had raiſed in his Breaſt neither Contempt 
nor Indignation, he felt only Compaſſion ; he 


even was, pleaſed with Mademoiſelle de la 


Sagne for that which ſhe had ſhewn, and at the 
Prudence with which ſhe behaved in ſo deli- 
cate a Conjuncture: but tho' he plainly re- 
marked ſhe was not inſenſible to the Paſſion 
of Arſan, and that he ſaw the Neceſſity of 
| | „ parting 
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parting with him, yet the Imagination alone of 
his Abſence agitated him in ſuch a manner, 
that he could not reſolve upon it; and not 
knowing in what manner he could make the 
Pride of his Blood and the Honour of Silvia 
agree with the Tenderneſs he felt for this 
young Man, he quitted the Garden with in- 
conceivable Inquietude. He was ſcarce re- 
turned to his Apartment, when they brought 
him Word that Valerin was arrived, who im- 
mediately offered himſelf to his Sight. The 
Count was the moſt humane of all Maſters, he 
was charmed to ſee again this faithful Domeſ- 
tic; but as he had ſent him Word to return to 
Agen, and not to come to Paris, he aſked him 
the Reaſon of his infringing his Orders. The 
Deſire of being the firſt, my Lord, ſaid he, that 
informed you of the Thing upon Earth of 
moſt Importance to you ; but as the Recital 
may perhaps be long, and that thoſe who are 
intereſted in it ought to be preſent at it, I 
. muſt conjure you to ſend for the valiant Ar- 
ſan, and to permit me to preſent to you a 
Man whom TI have conducted hither, and who, 
notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of his Extrac- 
tion, can with one Word make the Fortune 
of that charming Stranger. : 
This Diſcourſe appeared too intereſting to 
the Count for to delay its Eclairciſement any 
longer; he told Yalerin that he might com- 
mand the Man to enter, and immedWvtely ſent 
to deſire the Preſence of Arſan. This Order 
ſurprized him; he imagined that Mademoi- 
ſelle de la Sagne had already obtained his Diſ- 
miſſion, and that the _—_ only ſent for him 
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= to bid him adieu. Tho” he was fixed in his 
| | laſt Reſolution, and expected it muſt ſoon be 
ut in Execution, yet he could not ſee the 

| Joment of it To near without extreme Sor- 
row); and jt was with the utmoſt Pain that he: 
| went. to Monſieur d Orneual's Apartment. 
| The Perfon Valerin ſpoke of, had but that In- 
ſtant entered it; and the Count had not yet 
had Time to ſpeak to him when Aran ap- 
peared; but the Moment he caſt "his Eyes 
upon this Man, his Face was covered with 
the deepeſt Scarlet, and advancing towards him 
with open Arms, — Juſt Heaven! cried he, 

, ondens Hora Pos 
= Theſe Words made the Count turn pale 
| without knowing why, and by a ſingular Ef- 
fe& of the Power of Simpathy, whoſe invin- 

Cible Ties attached them to each other, Ar- 

ſan, as he embraced 7 5 whom he named his 

Father, ſhed ſome Drops of Blood by the 

Noſe; and the Count dropped the ſame when 

he heard him pronounce that tender Name: 

but 4r/an attributing this Accident ſolely to 

the Shame which had ſeized him, and Mon- 

ſieur 4 Orne val to the Chagrin ef ſeeing he 

had ſuch a Father, that gave no Attention to 

it; and the Count looking with Melancholy 

upon the Man, What, ſaid he to him, 1s 

Irfan Four Son? My Lord, replied he trem- 

bling, I am ſo confuſed, that I have not the 

Courage to ſatisfy 73 7 Curioſity. FValerin 
has took upon himſelf to inſtruct you of this 
uncommon Myſtery; he has promiſed to ſol - 
licit in my Favour; and it is upon my knees 
that I implore your Clemency. At theſe 
5 bh Words, 
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Words, proſtrating himſelf ' before him, be 
threw Arſan and onſieur # Orneval into a. 
Perplexity difficult to be deſcribed, ; In the 
mean time the Count e to ail in what 
he could have offended 
dreaded left a too ſudden Eclairciſement ſhould 
be fatal to 298 or both of them Arte 4 — 
wiſhed by degrees to open the M | e 
them, entered into the Diſcourſe: — It is 
not yet time, my Lots ſaid he to the Count, 
for you to learn Crime; you ought to hear 
| DN other. Circumſtances before that comes 
to your Knowledge, and 1 demand only one 
Hour's Audience to ſatisfy you entirely. ; 
Monſieur d Ornæval began to fee] too near 
an Intereſt in this Adventure to delay the Re- 
cital of it; he ſeated himſelf in a Chair, 
placed the young Arſan near him, and com- 
- manding the Father and Valerin to be ſeated, 
he ordered the laſt to begin his Diſcourſe, | 
Which he did in theſe Terms: — As you had 
writ to me, my Lord, not to come to Paris, 
but to return to Agen, I was no ſooner in a 
Condition to mount my Horſe, but I took the 
Road thither, after avi let you Know that 
I had in vain uſed all my 12 — to engage the 
brave Ar ſan to repair to Faris to you, My 
Journey was fortunate; I arrived at Agen 
without any Accident ; the whole City —— 
already informed of the Riſque you had run, 
the Peaſants, who aſſiſted you, having ſpread 
the Report; my Return, and the Loſs of my 
Arm having confirmed it, my whole Employ- 
ment for a Week was x Frm from Houſe to 
Houſe to reaſſure 8 ee and the great 
| | 5 Number 
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Number of thoſe who intereſted themſelve; 
in what regarded you ſo nearly. But I was 
extremely ſhocked at the Indifference I re- 
marked in the Marquis de Mira, your Couſin, 
who did not condeſcend ſo much as to. ſpeak 
to me concerning it: however, I ſhewed no 
Appearance of Reſentment, and contented my- 
ſelf with avoiding all Opportunities of meet- 
ing him. I had been arrived near three Weeks, 
when I learned he had fallen from his Horſe 
as he was hunting, had dangerouſly wounded 
_ himſelf, and it was imagined that he could not 
recover. I was preparing to inſtruct myſelf 
more fully of this Misfortune, when I was 
ſent for from him, and told that he was dying; 
IJ run to him, and found him really in that 
Condition. „„ 
He ordered me to approach; and holding 
out his Hand to me, — Valerin, ſaid he to 
me, with an extremely weak Voice, Provi- 
dence is juſt; I receive this Day the due 
Puniſhment of my Crimes. I implore the 
Mercy of Heaven, and that of the Count 
d Orneval, being the only Cauſe of the Mis- 
fortunes he has undergone. After my Death 
a Writing will be delivered to you which will 
_ diſcloſe this dreadful Myſtery. He loſt his 
Senſes and his Speech as he finiſhed thele 
Words, and died ſome Hours afterwards, leav- 
ing me in extreme Inquietude ; but I was ſoon 
releaſed from it. Immediately after they were 
certain of his Death, his Confeſſor took me 
in private, and delivered to me this fatal Writ- 
ing, conjuring me to be ſilent as to the Con- 
tents of it till you were informed of 1 
| an 


LY 


it was not ſealed, the Violence of my Curio- 
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and I had received your Orders thereupon. As - 


ſity forced me to abuſe the Confidence with 
which you honour me, my Lord, and to read 
it myſelf before I ſent it you; but perſwaded : 
of the Repugnance you muſt have to peruſe 
it, Iwill ſpare you that Horror by relating - 
only what it contains, tho“ I have brought it 
with me. I ſaw then in it, with the higheſt 
Aſtoniſnment, that the Marquis, weary of his 


own narrow Fortune, and too envious of 


yours, declared, that to aſcertain the Succeſ 
tion. to himſelf, he had cauſed the young 


Count, your San, to be conveyed away by 
one Lallze, his Valet de Chambre, and hid" 


commanded him to kill him; that this W retch - 


had acquitted himſelf but too well of his 
Commiſſion; that he had aſſured him that he 
had thrown the Child into the River, and that 
he had not the leaſt Doubt of it, ſince, not- 


* 
* 
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withſtanding all your Searches, you had never 
been able to hear of it; but that your Mar- 


Tiage with Madame de la Sagne, and the Diſ- 
poli 


Life; that Opportunities being wanting, he 


had been obliged to paſs a great Number of 
Years without ſatisfying himſelf, when your 
Journey to Paris furniſhed him with a Method 
which his Hatred would not let him negleR; - 
that having been a Witneſs of the Regulation of 
your Departure, and knowing your were to be 

rudy 74. accom>.- 
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tion you bad made of your Riches in fa- 
vour of her Daughter, having rendered his 
barbarous Precautions uſeleſs, he conceived 
ſuch a Defire of Revenge, that he had no 
other Thought than that of taking away your - 
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accompanied only by two of your Domeſtics, 
he had again Recourſe to Lall;z, who having 
Villains, like himſelf, for his Friends, pro- 
miſed to reaſſemble them, and together with 
them, to attack you in the Mountains of the 
Limouſin; where their Deſign was to poniard 
Madame 4 Orneval and Mademoiſelle de la 
Sagne, and to ſtrip you of all, that the Mur- 
ders might be ſuppoſed to have-been commit- 
ted by Robbers; but that Heaven, irritated at 
this dreadful Treaſon, had prevented the Exe- 
cution of it by the Succours ſent to your 
Aſſiſtance; that not ſeeing Lalk# return he 
was in great Pain, when ſeveral Maſons of the 
Limouſm, who came to labour in the City of 
Agen, reiated to him a Part of your Adven- 
ture, and aſſured him that you were not ſo 
much as wounded; that at my Return the 
Detail I had given of it having fully inſtruted 
him of the Death of his Valet de Chambre 
and his Companions, he had remained eaſy, 
being fully perſwaded that he ſhould never be 
ſuſpected of this Attempt; but that he now IW 
acknowledged that ſuch Iniquities could never 
remain concealed or unpuniſhed, ſince, how- 
ever ſecret they were from the Eyes of Men, 
they could not be fo from the Eyes of the 
omniſcient God; and that it was by the Al- 
mighty Power of that Supreme Being that he 
was forced to confeſs himſelf guilty of fo 
many Crimes, and that he rendered him the 
humbleſt Thanks that he had granted him 
Leiſure to declare and to repent of them, I 
proteſt to you, my Lord, continued Yalerin, 
that the reading of this ſtruck me — 

e | F | ut Y 
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but thinking it of too great an Importance to 
be truſted to a Courier, I reſolved to be my- 
ſelf the Bearer of it. I received about that 
Time a Letter in which you did me the Ho- 
nour to inform me of the freſh Aſſiſtance you 
had received from Ar /an; I felt at that News 
a redoubled Efteem and Reſpect for him; I 
felt the Deſire augment TI had to ſee you both, 
and with that Deſign I quitted Agen and took 
the Road to Paris. At ſome Leagues Diſ- 
tance from Limoges, having alighted at an Inn 
to refreſh my Horſe, I found there this old 
Man ſurrounded by ſeveral Limou/ms, who 
were attentively liſtening to him. As he 
ſpoke very loud and eagerly, and appeared to- 
come from abroad, having nothing elſe to do, 
I approached him with the reſt. I found by 
his Diſcourſe that he was juſt returned from 
the Iſland of Martinico, of which he was giv- 
ing a kind of Deſcription to his Audience: I 
made him ſeveral Queſtions, amongſt the reſt 
his Name, and if he was born in that Country 
from whence he came. He told me, no; that 
he was of Limouſin, a Sailor by Profeſſion, that 
he was named Arſan, and that having laboured 
enough to enjoy ſome Reſt, he was returned 
to France, and in a few Days hoped to ſee. 
again his good City of Zimoges. The Name 
of Arſan ſtruck me; I deſired to ſpeak with 
him in private, under the Pretext of enquir- 
ing concerning a Perſon whom I knew in the 
Iſland ; he aroſe and followed me into a Cham- 
ber in the Inn. Then being alone with him, 
I aſked him if he had not à Son who was a 
Soldier in the Troops of France, I never had 
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æ Child, replied he; yet it may happen that 
vou have ſeen one who bears my Name, and 
may be a Soldier, becauſe I brought up a 
young Boy to whom I gave it, not knowing 
bis own. A Gentleman of France who con- 
ceived a Friendſhip for him, took him away 
from me; he took great Care of him, and 
believing him my Son, about five or ſix V ears 
ago, be brought him to France, with him, 
faying that he would make his Fortune: I did 
not oppoſe it, as this Gentleman had large 
Effects in the Ifland. I learn'd ſome Months 
after his Departure, that he was dead ſud- 
denly, but could not hear what was become 
of Arſan. As he is not my Son, and that the 
Reaſons which engaged me to make him paſs 
for ſuch, can be of no force now by the Num- 
ber of — that are ſince paſt, I am not very 
uneaſy about it, eſpecially being aſſured that 
with the Senſe and the Perſon that he has, he 
cannot fail of being fortunate; and if you will 
deſcribe to me the Perſon you know, I will - 
ſoon inform you of the Tr ut. | 
Theſe Words, 2 Fins, till 
more ami mati ur Ys | e him A 
Deſcription . 2 — related 
ꝛ0 him the Services you had | receiv'd from 
him, the Eſteem you had conceiv'd for him, 
and in what Situation he then was with you. 
The poor old Man tranſported with Joy 
_ threw himſelf about my Neck, crying, Lis 
he himſelf, and if you will permit me to ac- 
company you, I will willingly- return back. 
again to have the Pleaſure of embracing bim, 
and perhaps too I may facilitate to your, 1 — 


. 


2 


F 7 * 


ler a Method of knowing who he is byſhew-. 
ing bim the ſumptuous Robe with which he. 


was cloathed when I was obliged to convey- 


him away, having preſerv'd it carefully that 1 
may always remember that this Chitd*was the 

raiſing of my little Fortune. What! faid 1 
to him more aftoniſh'd than ever, it was not 


Accident then which made him fall into your 


Hands, and it was with a premeditated De- 
ſign that you ſtole him from his Parents? I 
knew neither who he was, nor who his Pa- 
rents were, reply d he: It was not my Stra- 
tagem, and I am only guilty out of too'great 


Compaſſion: But, added he, if you can al> 


ſure me that nothing fatal ſhall happen t me 
from the Family of Arſan, in caſe that Tde-- 
clare what may make him known, and if 


your Maſter will grant me his Protection, ! 
will frankly and ſincerely relate to you all the. 


Myſtery of my Adventure. 


{ made no Heſitation,. my Lord, and tak- 


ing the Seaman by the Hand, I conducted 
him to the Judge of the Place, where I ſign'd 


an Act in the due Forms by wie I engaged 
myſelf to defend him againſt all Perſons what- 
foever, whatever he had done upon this Ac- 


count, if he could give you any Knowledge 
of the Birth of Arſan; I ſign'd the Act, of 


which the Judge kept the Original, and gave 

him the Copy. The old Arſan, charm'd with 
my Procedure, carry'd me back to the Inn, 
and opening his Valiſe to me ſhew'd me the 
Robe of his pretended Son. Judge, my Lord, 
of the Exceſs of my Joy when I knew it tobe 


that of the y$ung Count 4 Orneual. The 


Suſpicions 


1 which rn 0 in my Mind from 
the very firſt Wards of the ay recelvi 
a Confirmation by this, Dear 4rſan, faid 
| to him; finiſh 4 Happineſs you have begun 
by — me if you have never remark d 
ſome ext: ernordinary Sign upon the Body of this 
young 
If you mean W that, reply'd he, a Branch 
of ſome Tree that I don't know the Name of, 
Ie can certify you that he has one beneath his 
Breaſt, as plainly mark'd as if it had been 
painted. Juſt - nay, interrupted the Count, 
ho caud no longer conſtrain, the lively 
Tranſports with which he was agitate 3,—My 
on, ſaid he holding out his Arms to him, has 
Providence then reſtored you.to my. Wiſhes? 
| However. ſpeedy Monfieur 4 Orneual was in 
: iy oe ing his Joy, „the young Arſan was not 
ſs ſo, and that bappy Father ſaw. him at his. 
et at: the ſame | ; that be was riſing to. 
. embrace him; Ab! my Lord, ſaid he, what 
an Hongur ! what a Happineſs | it is ſo great, 
it anſwers ſo perfeRty the utmoſt Pride of my 
Deſires, that I believe and yet dare ſcarce 
fatter myſelf with it. Ah! my Son, reſumed 
the Count, we have no need of ftronger-Proots 
than thoſe of the ſecret Emotions which Na- 
ture inſpired us with; ſhe ſpoke to us, tho' we 
. knew. her not. No, continued he, I cannot | 
he too much aſtoniſh'd at my having ſtrongly 
felt the Effects of it, and never doubted of the 
Truth. As to me, my Lord, returned the 
young J Orneual, I follow'd the. Laws of it 
tho' in a profound Igni ; Lhave always 
e's that Ae Was my L. ther 5 F was in- 


form d ; 
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form'd that you had loſt a Son; but I knew 
not that the Mark I bore intereſted me 6 


ſtrongly in his Fate. Ah! my Lord, added 


he ſighing, if you had named that to me, 


how many Torments would you have ſpared 
They will all now be terminated, return'd 
the Count; but let us continue to learn the 


Obligations that we have to the old yu 
for whatever Motive, continued he, addreffing 


himſelf to him, perſwaded you to this Theft, 

I ſhall always look upon the Care that o 

took of 'the Life of my Son, as a Service that 

1] cannot recompenſe too much; and 
may be affiired that I will punRually full 
the Promiſes of Falerin. The Seaman. re- 
covered from his Fears by theſe obliging 
Words, return'd the Count his Thanks, a 
deſired Valerin to let him relate the Remainder 
of his Hiſtory. He eafily eonſented to it. 


= Then the Linouſm exprefiipg himſelf in the 


beſt Manner he could p :—My Lord, 
ſaid he to the Count, the Joy that Yalrin 
ſhew'd, perſwading me that it was his own 
Son, I begg'd his Pardon a thouſand Times 
for having deprived him of him; and as his 


44 hinder'd me from dreading the Effects of 
bis Reſentment, I told him plainly how the 
Thing had happened, and in the Manner that 


I ſhall now report it to you. 2 | 
It is now near twenty Years ago, conti- 


nued he, that finding myſelf reducedto-great 


Poverty, and ſcarce getting any thing, by my 
Profeftion of a Mariner, to which I was born; 


HB L engaged myſelf in a Company of People 4 8 


o 
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all Profeſſions, whom they were raiſing in the 
Provinces to go to the Ifland of Martinico. 1 
was then near Agen upon the Garonne, en- 
deavouring to diſpoſe of a ſmall Bark which 
was my whole Eſtate. One Day, as I waited 
in hopes to convey ſome Paſſengers and raiſe 
a little Money, a well-dreſfs'd Man, who was 
walking in a thoughtful Manner upon the 


Banks of the River, came up to me; and by 


ſeveral Queſtions which he made me, and 
which TI anſwered with the Frankneſs that J 


am uſed to, knowing that I was poor, he aſk- 


ed me if I was willing to gain a Sum of Mo- 
ney ſufficient to maintain me for my Life. 1 
told him 1 was not ſo fooliſh as to refuſe it, 
if what was required of me was within my 
Power. Nothing can be more eaſy, ſaid he 
to me ; then pointing to a thick Wood which 


Join'd to the high Read—Make up to that 
Place, continued he, and conceal 'thyſelf 
there ſo as no Perſon can perceive thee; a 


Woman often comes there to walk with two 
Children a. Boy and a Girl; thou may ſt eaſily 


know the Boy by bis Dreſs, his Robe is green 
and Gold, and the other white and Silver; 


contrive ſo as to get him into thy Poſſeſſion, 
ſtop his Mouth leſt he ſhould cry out, and 
repaſs the River ſpeedily with thy Prey, 


which thou ſhalt deliver to me upon the op- 


poſite Shore where I will wait for thee, and a 

Hundred Piſtoles ſhall be thy Recompence. 
I liſtened to this Diſcourſe with great At- 

tention, and tempted by ſo conſiderable a 


Gain, I reſolv'd to accept of it: but diſtruſt- 


ing his Promiſes, I told I would not hazard 
4 1 „ 
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myſelf i in this Affair without receiving before 
Rund a Pare of the Sum that he offered me. 
He immediately counted into my Hand wy 
Piſtoles, afluring me that he bobs bar me | 
Remainder when I delivered the ito brag | 
bn and having told me the 
Place where 1 1 I pre- 
par'd to ſatisfy his 'd the Ri- 
ver in another Bark, and Ph 7 40a mine almoſt - 
to the Corner of the Wood that he had fhewn 
me; and landing there, Iconeeal'd myfelf in 
the thickeſt Part of it. I was not long were 
before I ſaw the Perſons arrive that I 
ed; a Woman with two Children cloath'd in 
the Manner that he had deſeribed to me: ſhe 
walk'd about for ſome time, after which T 
— ſit 9 ſhe 5 upon 
ces, the cloſe to 
her with his Head add fie * In this 
Condition they fell into ſo profound 2 Sleep, 
that I ſally d out of my Ambuſcade, approach d 
and examin'd them without their awakening; 
I rhen took the Boy gently uy in 'my Arms, 
and run with the ata to my 
Whether the little Girl epened her Eyes at 
the Moment I fnatch'd him up, or that ac- 
cording to the-Cuſtom of Children ſhe awak d 
with a Cry, I Know not, I heard her cry out 
violently, but 1 was already out of Danger of 
being ſurprized. In the ns apr the won⸗ 
derfal Beauty of the Child moved my Heart, 
and ſuppoſing to myſelf that they would not 
have 'given ſo ent — to be the Maſters of 
it, but with ſome wicked Deſign, I dreaded 
left T ſhould be 3 of * 
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and ſatisfied with the fifty Piſtoles I received, I 


abandon'd the fifty others to preſerve the 
Child from the Fate that I imagined was pre- 
pared for it. I have done this Man, faid I 


Within myſelf, Service enough; he has no 


Reaſon to complain of me. If he wiſh'd the 
Death of this poor Innocent, he will never 
hear of him again, which will be the ſame 
Thing; 1 never be forc*d to reproach 
myſelf with having procured its Death; 1 will 
ake care of it, and let it paſs for my own 


Son; perhaps at preſent it has more Obliga- W 


tions to me than it has to its real Father. Rea- 
ſoning in this Manner, I ftrengthen'd myſelf in 
the Reſolution of carrying him with me to the 
Ifland, therefore far fa. pulling over to the - 


oppoſite Shore, I went directly to my uſual 
HFabitation; and the very next Day I ſent 


away my Wife with the Child to the Place 
where I was to join the Troop in which I was 
engaged: I made no delay in following her 
thither ; ſhe at farſt fight had conceiv'd ſuch a 
Fondneſs for him, that ſhe willingly agreed 


to paſs for his Mother. 


We all embark'd, the Child appear'd a- 
mazed for a few Days and very melancholly, 
but that ſoon grew off ; and nothing at that 


Age could be more charming. My Wife took 
the greateſt Care of him, we arriv'd at Adar- 


tinico without any Accident, the fiſty Piſtoles, 
which the Theft had been worth to me, pro- 
cured me Means of ſettling my Wife in a 


Way of Buſineſs ; and not liking to quit my 
Profeſſion of a Seaman, I left her in the Iſland 
Always when I went to Sea. We had given 
LR 0 . | 008 = 
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our own Name to the Child; and we brought 

him up till he was eight Years old. As m 

Wife carried him every where with her, and 
that his great Beauty made all People admire 


him, a Franch Gentleman who was then at 
Martinico grew exceedingly fond of him, and 


begg' d him of us, reſolving; he ſaid, to make = 3 


his Fortune. The Hopes we had tat theſe 
good Intentions might "afrereintd be of Ser- 
vice to us, made us not undeceive him upon 


huis Birth, that delivering him over to him as 


our own Son, the young Man when he grew. 
up and became rich, as he thought rere our 
Child, might let us partake of his good For- 
tune. This Gentleman gave him the Educa- 
tion of a Prince, and made him a Wonder 
before he was Sixteen. About that Time I. 
was obliged to make a Voyage to Mexico, be- 
ing one of the Seamen who were draughted to 
Raynor oe During my Abſence, which was 
me Wife dyed, and the Gentleman 
E. took Care of a, -/an embark'd to return 
into France; and left a Letter to one of my 
Comrades to be deliver'd to me at my Return; 

in which be inform'd me that he had carried 
my Son with him, that I need be in no Pain 


about him, and that I ſhould hear from him 


by the next Year; I return'd to Martinico, 
where I found my Affairs in tolerable | 
9 » but my Wife and _ took from 


A waited with OR A for the Effect of + 
this Gentleman's Promiſes, when, about the 
ſame Time that he had mention'd, a French 
Veſſel arriv'd at the Hand which inform'd us 

„ . | that 
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that he dyed ſuddenly upon his Arri 
of his Relations was . the Kap, 
eame to diſpoſe of the Effects 
| left at Martinico, I enquired after —— 
but he either did not know him, or feign d | 
that he did not, for he tld-mo he Use tie 
what I meant. IF I could have dilengaged 
myſelf from the Captain I then ferv'd, 1 
would have departed immediately in ſearch of 
him, I was ſo much concern'd at his Loſs; 
but my Term being five Years I was obliged 
7 to-Gailh is, In that time I grew eaſy; and 
finding I had enough to paſs my old Age quiet- 
ly and. without Labour, I was no fooner free 
from my y Engagement, than I embarE'd upon 
the firſt Veſſel that came ſor France, that 1 
might die in my own Counrry. Upom the 
| Road I realiz'd all my Effects that, I had 
brought over, and having Letters of Exchange 
5 as 1 — e — | 
ither without uipage 
b ae 1 be f ugbt a Male wick CES me 
; 10 the Place — Imet Valerin. He liſten'd 
very attentively to the Recital which I have 
now made you; and when I had finiſh'd: it he 
aſſured me 0 poſitively that you would re- 
compence me beyond my Wiſhes if I would 
follow him to you; that the Deſire of ſeeing 
Arſan made me reſolve upon it, ſtill imagin- 
ing that Valeri only took fo great an Intereſt 
in it becauſe he was his Father. He made me 
leave my Mule at the Inn and take Poſt with 
him; and it was not till we entered Paris 
that be let me ſee my Error, by informing me 
of the Adventure of the young Count your 
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Son; and his Diſcourſe convincing me that 
my Crime regarded you alone, I had ſo great 
a Dread leſt you ſhould puniſh me for it, that 
Iuſed all my Efforts to eſcape from Valerin. He 
perceiv'd and watch'd me ſo narrowly, at the 
ſame Time ſtill encouraging me, that he at 
length conducted me hither ; and I ſhall be 
too happy if the Declaration of the Marquiſs 
you Couſin, by ſhewing you the Deſign he 

of murthering your Son, diminiſhes my _. 
Fault in your Eyes, and if the Inſpiration LI 
had of ſaving his Life by carrying him off 
with me may-induce you to forgive my robb-- -- 


ing you of him... 15 

The old Arſan here ceas'd to ſpeak; and 
the Count teſtified ſo much Goodneſs and Hu- 
manity to him, that he entirely delivered him 
from his-Fears ; and this tender Father was 
again beginning his Exclamations upon theſe. 
extraordinary Events, when he was inform'd,  - Þ 
by his Domeſtics that the Counteſs was re- : 
turn'd. She had-paſs'd into the Apartment 
of her Daughter; and finding her extremely, 
melancholly and in a Languor that even her . 
Preſence could not raiſe. her out of, ſhe was. 
employing all her Addreſs to know the Cauſe. | 
of it, when. Monſieur 4 Orneval ſent. to de- 
fire her Preſence in his Apartment alone. This 
myſterious Meſſage gave Mademoiſelle de la 
Sagne Uneaſineſs, not being able to imagine for 
what Reaſon . the Count excluded her from a 
the Converſation. She let the Counteſs de. 
. part, but her Agitation not ſuffering. her to = 
| eaſy, ſhe ſent one of her Women ſecretly, ' 
= - to-know if. the Count and Counteſs were a- 
= 74 1 lone, 
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j lone, and where Arſan was. She brought her 

1 ; Word, that Monſieur and Madame 4 Orne- 
23 val were ſhut up with Arſan, Valerin, and 
an old Man who was unknown to the whole 
Family. As this gave her no Satisfaction, 
and that the Return of Valerin ſurprized her, 
the was in no leſs Agitation than before, 
Whilſt ſhe endeavour'd to penetrate into this 
Myſtery, the Counteſs having reach'd her Huſ- 
band's Apartment, was in the higheſt Aſto- 
niſhment to ſee him advance to meet her, his 
Eyes moiſt with Tears, and yet with a ſmil- 
ing and a ſatisfied Look; and to ſee the young 
Arſan in the ſame Condition upon his Knees 
before her, who kiſs'd her Hands with all the 
Ardour of a Man tranſported with Joy. 3 
Theſe Emotions, which ſeem'd ſo different 
from each other, threw her into the greateſt 
Confuſion ; and embracing them both ſhe 
conjured them to inſtruct her of the Cauſes of 
them. Monſieur 4 Orneval, who perceiv'd 
her embaraſs'd, gave her immediately a ſue- 
cinct Recital of what he bad heard, and con- 
vinced her of the Truth of it by ordering his 
Son to diſcover to her the Mark Which alone 
was ſufficient to acknowledge him by. The 
7 Joy of this Lady was not leſs great than that 
pOft the Father and of the Son; ſhe ſignalized 
ü it by giving the moſt tender Careſſes to the 
. young Count, and admiring at the gracious 
Decrees of Providence. But the Happineſs 
of Silvia being not leis dear to her than her 
own, and Monſieur 4 Ornebul having in- 
form'd her of what had paſs'd between Arſan 
and her Daughter in the Garden, ſhe deſired 
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bim to let her manage an Aﬀair that was fo 
delicate, fearing lef# 4 too haſty Surprize 
might be prejudicial to her:; and being will- 


ing to render them Witneſfes of the Manner 
in which ſhe conducted it, and have them — 
ready to apprar hen they judꝑed it neceffary, 


ſhe placed them in a Clofet: that join d to ber 
Apartment, and ſending for her amiable 
Daughter, ſhe came immediately with Hope 


and Impatience to learn what concern'd her ſo 


ſtrongly. 


ber; than looking upon her with Kintineſs, 


My dear Silvia, {aid ſhe, I have great Reaſon. 
to complain of the ſmall Confidence you have 
placed in my Tenderneſs for. you, ſince, if 
Accident had not made me a Witneſs of the 
Converſation you have had with Aran, I 


hould have been ſtill ignorant that he aderes 


you, and that he” is not indifferent to you. 


Recover yourſelf, Siſtna, added ſhe; perceiv- 


ing that ſhe changed Colour. The Reproach 


I make does not menace you with any 


thing diſagrerable. Though this Converſa - 


tion has made your Inclination known to 


Monſieur d Ornidul, it has at the fame Time 


me I have long perceived the Sympathy that 


Nature ſeems: to Rave form'd between you ”.. 


and the Reflections that I now make inform 
me but too well that Aran is the fatal Ob- 


ject which your Heart hay ſo og ne, or, 
Ee 


nd that Fleaven' muſt neceſſarily have deftin'd 
you for each other; this Idea agrees too witlr 


f the Deſires of Monſicur ur Ornebal. You have 


Ton- 


- 
- 


ſhewn him your Virtue and Diſcretion ; as td 
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condemn'd the paſſionate Ar ſan to ſee you no 
more, . and neither- the Count nor I can re- 
folve to let him depart ; we chuſe rather to 
deſcend a little from 6ur Rank: to render both 


of you happy, than to deprive ourſelves of 


big Preſence and ſee you languiſh eternally. 
Therefore, Lſent for you to inform you, that 
it depends upon yourſelf to grant him your. 


Hand; his Reſpe& and his profound Obedi- 
ence to your Orders make him refuſe this 


Honour, perſwaded that you will never con - 


ſent to it, notwithſtanding the Inclination you 


have for him. Be then ſincere, my dear 
Silbia, with a Mother who wiſhes only your 
Happineſs, and-pronounce without Helitation 


the Sentence of- Arſan; we wiſh that it may; 


4 
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be favourable to him, and even beg it of you. 
The Goodneſs of the Counteſs - having re- 
afſured Mademoiſelle de la Sagne, ſhe deter- 
mined herſelf immediately, and ſpeaking with- 
the utmoſt Modeſty— Madam, . faid ſhe, my. 
Fault is involuntary, and that it is ſo.is: the. 
only Reaſon which can make me hope for. 


Pardon. I love Arſan, tis true ; but it is as- 
impoſſible for me to conquer my Tenderneſs, 
as not to enjoy the Light of the Sun when it 
ſhines ; I feel that it was born with me, I de- 


fired nothing farther from the Moment that I 


ſaw him, his Preſence fulfilled all my-W iſhes, 


and you were not miſtaken when you ima-. 
rome him the Object for which I bad ſo often 
igh'd without knowing it. What is moſt 


- fingular in my Misfortune is, that Arſan, cap- 


tivated by the ſame Power, bas felt the ſame 
Emotions, and that all the Efforts of his er 
1 . | | a2 


— 


A that Len ef his 


= He believed. higafelf the Son of a 
| and we have. j jus naw learnt. that d&- only 
brovghs, him up prove that he is not his Father: 
S Thc Coune &Orneval- is not the! only” 
= whofe, Child has heen conveyed- a 

| > ſome other l 


| ble, Qualities, his noble- Sentiments,.. which 


leaſt be more advantageous to you to be igno- 
he was the Son of a Scaman. 
Counteſs during this Diſcourſe, remarking; in 
ber Eyes a Tranquillity which ſhe: i 

= unſuitable to the preſent Conjuncture, felt a 
| dam, ſaid ſhe to her, is 4r/ar not the Son of a 


miſtaken, 
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cortiing hi Birth is o much es ours 


E In regard to Arſan, his/amia- 2 
you acknowledge make him fo worthy. of | 
you: may they not ſpring; from the Blood that = 

ws. within his Veins; and will not it at 


rant of his Birth, than to know poſitively that N 


kind of Suſpicion of the Truth. W hat! Ma- 
Mariner! No, returned the Counteſs, he Was 


that btacle ooghtes be fallclent, . 
| depart; let, . 1 e 


Silvia, who looked attentively upon the =S 


« __ 


miſtaken. Ah! Madam, cried Silvia, ſoreed 

by an - involuntary. Emotion, if he was mi(- 

taken, he can be only the Son of the Count; 

he muſt be the young d Orneual. He is fo, | 

my Daughter, ſaid the Count to her enteri 

with Arſan; he is that Huſband who; was de- 

tined to you from the firſt Moment of his 

Eife, and whom we ought long ago to have 

acknowledged by the Effects of Nature and 

Sympathy, whoſe Powers have ſo ſtrongly 

manifeſted themſelves in our Hearts. Whilſt 
Monſieur 4 Orneval ſpoke, Arſan was at the 

Feet of Silvia, who expreſſed his Joy. and his: 

1 Tranſport, in a manner that proved the Ex- 

= _ ceſs of his Love. This charming Maid re- 

* turned it as much as Decency permitted her; 

but the Count and Counteſs, deſirous they 

ſhould now be wry hes after ſo many Years. 

of Abſence and, Conſtraint, commanded her 

ſio poſitively to diſcloſè her Tenderneſs to him, 

that ſhe was obliged to obey. It was then 

there was made between theſe. two perfect 

Lovers the moſt touching Proteſtations, and. 

that they difputed the Advantage of loving. 

each other moſt tenderly. Believe not, ador- 

able Siluia, ſaid the young Count, that Sym 

pathy alone forced me to love you, it ſerved 

only as a Pretext to-diminiſh- the Crime 1 
thought myſelf guilty of in aſpiring to you; 

but at preſent now Fam no longer a Criminal, 

| Lmuſt aſſure you, that if ithad ated with leſs 

= Empire over me, you would ſtill have capti- 

=_ | vated me for ever; your ſurprizing Beauty, 

_ your Senſe and your uncommon Virtue were 

_ iufficjent, without the Power of. Cs to 
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render me the moſt ie of al | 
and my Reaſon, which is now joined with it, 


have the Raſhneſs to adore you. This 
«Delicacy of the Count's Paſſion, which ſhew'd 
= Mademoiſelle de la Sagne that he dreaded left 

= ſhe ſhould not imagine herſelf beloved for her 

own Merit, 78 er an exceſſive Pleaſure; 
which ſhe teſtified to him by declaring to him 
the ſame Sentiments, not having waited for 


before all Men upon Earth. | 
M.onſieur 4 Orneval ſatisfied at having found 
his Son, and unwilling to blacken the Me- 
mory of his Relation, buried his Crime in 
profound Silence, .and even burnt the Con- 
feflion he had made of it. He publiſhed 
amongft all his Friends, when he preſented 
Arſan to them, that he had been ſtole away 
= dy Pirates; and that by many Incidents a 
= vailor had got the Poſſeſſion of him when a 
Child, and had now brought him over to 


| kept the old Ar/an in his Family, and ſettled - 

a Penſion upon him for the Remainder of his 
= Life. This News ſoon reached the Provinces, © 

and every one bleſſed the Goodneſs of Provi- 
dence. The Marriage of the young Count 
= and Silvia was celebrated at Paris with all 
= poſlible wp ere after which they re- 
turned to Agen with the Count and Counteſs, 
who, from their tender and conſtant Union, 
had often Reaſon to admire the wonderful and 


proves to me every Moment that if I had _ 
been only the unfortunate Ar ſan, I ſhould ſtil 


the Knowledge of his Condition to prefer him 


France; and to prove the Truth of it, he 1 
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YOUNG Ge of the 
City of Rennes in Bretagne, 
whom I ſhall call Merville, hav- 
ing loſt, at the Age of fifteen, 
thoſe to whom he owed his 
Birth, was left” under the Con- 
duct of a Guardian, who by his Senſe, his 
Manners, and his Prudence, had acquired the 
Confidence of his Parents, tho* he was not 
more than thirty when they left him Guar- 
dian to their Son, He was a Man of Condi- 
tion, learned, and of an agreeable Humour; 
his Fortune not one of — moſt ſhining in 
the Province, but he had enough to be happy , 
and eaſy, As Lucider (this was the Name of 
che Guardian) had had the moſt tender Friend- 
ſhip for the Father of Aderville, he made him 
inherit it, and bent his whole Application to 
ſhew himſelf worthy of the Choice which was 
made of him for his Education, and the Di- 
rection of his Fortune, which was conſider- 
able; and acquitted himſelf of both with ſo 
much Honour, and i mY ſo noble a manner to- 


wards 
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wards his Pupil, that Merville, who every Day 
increafed in Perfection, as well as in Ape, 
throwing off that Fear with which the Name 
of Father or Guardian generally inſpire young 
People, ſoon looked upon him as his bel 
__ 
 Lucider, charmed that he ſo thoroughly an- 
ſwered his Sentiments, attached himſelf fo 
ſtrongly to him, that he made no Party of 
Pfeaſure without him, nor could he taſte any 
if he was not there, Merville was the fame; 
and as there is nothing more uncommon than 
to ſee ſuch an Intelligence reign between a 
Guardian and his Ward, this Union was the 
general Diſcourſe of Rennes, In the mean 
time, Aervilk became the moſt accompliſhed 
Cavalier of the Province; and Lucidor had 
the Satisfaction to ſee him attract the general 
Efteem : Senſe, Learning, and Courage, of 
which he had given Proofs in ſome particular 
Affairs, being joined to the perſonal Perfec- 
tions he had received from Nature, rendered 
bim the Ornament of Rennes, and deſired in 
all Companies, The Prudence of his Conduct, Wi 
and the Solidity of his Judgment, having a- 
ſured Lucidor that he run no Riſque by deli- 
vering his Fortune up into his own Hands, he 
would not wait for-the Term of his Majority 
to make him Mafter of it; and tho* Mervilli 
would have ſeriouſly excuſed himſelf from re- 
ceiving the Account of it, Lucidor did every 
thing according to the Rules, and put him in 
full Pofleflion of his Inheritance, This manner 
of Behaviour on both Sides having ſtill more 
ſtrongly augmented their Friendſhip, — 


* 
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would not quit him; and not being able to 

perſwade him to leave his own Houſe, to in- 3 

habit with bim in one of his, he remained | 

with him that they might not be parte. 2 
They paſſed in this manner the two Years 

which remained for Meruille to reach his 

twenty-fifth Year, being in all the Feaſts and 

Parties of Pleafure that were made in the 

City. Aderwlle himſelf often gave Enter- 

tainments to the Ladies, and ſhewed his Ge- 

neroſity by a thouſand Gallantries, which per- 

ſwaded Lucidar that a Woman would be ex- 

tremely happy with him; be ardently wiſhed 

that he might make a Choice: the great Eſtate 

he enjoyed making him earneſt]y deſire he 

ſhould have Heirs: but not ſeging that he had 

any particular Attachment, and even finding 

that be had a ſingular manner of thinking 

to the Marriage Tie, his Apprehenhign leſt 

ſhould be imagined, that having always avpide 

Marriage himſelf, he had inſpired bim wil 

the ſame Sentiments, made him reſolve to preſs. 

him to take a Companion; and the more, be: 

cauſe he knew Families very worthy of by 

Alliance that deſired to have him for their - 

Son-in-Law, To this effect, when Meruille - 4 

was buſying himſelf for the Preparations of a 

Feaſt, which he deſtined for a Perfon young, a 

beautiful, rich, and of Condition, and who. | 

perhaps could have wiſhed him for a Huſband; | 

My dear Merville, ſaid he to him, nothing gan 

be more charming than all you here ordered; 

Taſte, Delicacy, and Magnificence, are mixe 

with a noble Simplicity; and yet there wants 

ene thing eſſential to make it perfect. I can't 

Y EEE. ceompre- 
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comprehend, anſwered he ſmiling, that with 
all the Praifes you give me, there can be any 
Defe& in this Gallantry, and you would do 
me a Pleaſure to tell me frankly, what you 
would have more in it. Love, replied Lucidor 
eagerly ;- all that you do comes only from the 
"Fire of your Imagination, your Heart is Ice; 
you invent an that the moſt paffionate Lover 
could be capable of to pleafe the Object of 
his Flame, without being touched by any of 
thoſe for whom you take theſe Cares, and yet, 
continued he, it is Time you ſhould think. of 
making the Happineſs of ſome young beauti- 
ful Woman, and aſcertaining your own, by a 
Choice worthy of you, _ 4 
I own to you, my dear Lucidor, interrupted 
he, that 1 did not expect this Reproach from 
u; and that believing you the moſt zealous 
Rriitan of Celibacy, I imagined you would 
never advife me to quit it. What is Happi- 
neſs to one, Lolied ucidor, is very feldom ſo 
to another; content with my Fate, a Lover 
of Study, and fearing the Embarraſs of the 
Conſequences of ' Hymen, my Fortune not be- 
ing enough to make me eafy in it, J let that 
Ape paſs in which alone that Engagement 
could have Charms; afterwards Philoſophy 
and the Friendfhip I felt for you entirely took 
from me all Ideas of it; and the Term of 
forty Years, which I now draw near to, does 
not permit me to change my Sentiments : But 
you, my dear Merville, YOUDg, rich, well 
made, amiable, and of a Name and Family 
that demand Succeffors, you can have no Pre- 
text to excuſe yourſelf from wearing Chains, 
| Which 
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which are ory heavy to | thoſe who engage 1 
themſelves without Choice, without Reflec- 
tion, out of Policy or Intereſt. I don't deſire 
that you ſhould take a Wife with either of 
thoſe Views; but I ſhould wiſh that Love 
might form the Ties of your Marriage, and 
point out an Object to you, amongſt thoſe 

whom you have a Right to pretend to. 
You ſpeak. to me too ſeriouſly, my dear 
Lucidor, retu rned Merville, not to anſwer” 
ou in the ſame manner; Ihave no Hatred to 
Mart ge, and m R would not be inſen-- 
ſible to _— if. 15 found an Object capable of 
touching it; but I know none yet, and the 
Neceſſity of chooſing N ow that you 
think moſt ſuitable to me, is thing 
that hinders me, I have Wie, 4 * a 
that is rich is not then neceſſary. to me; 1 L 
have Birth, that of a Wife would give me no 
more. All theſe. Conliderations . when we 
_ marry are only for the World, and ſeldom 
make the People themſelves: happy. As to 
me, my dear Lucidor, more difficult than any 
Man upon Earth, I with only to have Beauty, 
Diſcretion, and Innocence; ILwould myſelf 
bring my Wife into the World, beſore the 
World made her known to me; 1 ſhould wiſh 
that Love might forerun our Marriage; but I 
ſhould wiſh that ſhe had never heard its Name 
pronounced but by my Mouth, and that this 
Paſſion was unknown to her but by the Ar- 
dour of mine. 1: appear 3 — to you, 
added he, and I believe I am ſo; hut as it is 
impoſſible for me to think otherwiſe, and as I: 
am ſenſible of the Oddneſs of this Idea, and 
1 3. 5 ſatished - 
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ſatisfied I ſhall never meet with any thing to Wl 
anſwer it, tho' I am reſolved to follow it, 
therefore I give to Pleafure only the Time 
which I would grant to Love, till I could find 
what my Heart defires; and notwithſtandi 
my Indifference for a}! theſe Beauties, as 
reſpect their Sex, love them in general, and 
that the Homage I pay them draws me into 
no Engagement, I think it a Pleaſure to 
myſelf to procure them all the Amuſements 
that I know they are capable of; and not be- 
ing willing to give them my Heart, or my 
Faith, I let them ſharemy Fortune, 2nd enjoy 
it by the Expences I am at to entertain them. 
The Surprize of Lucidor was extreme at 
this Diſcourſe ; but having no Deſign to erect 
himſelf into a Cenſor of Merville's Actions 
or his Sentiments, and flattering himſelf that 
Time would make him change them, he only 
rallied him upon the Character of the Spouſe Wi 
© he wiſhed to find, and preſſed him no farther BB 
in favour of the Ladies of Rennes. Mervil: WW 
7 | ſuſtained the Raillery with as much Wit as 
3% Tucidor ſhewed in attacking him, but ftill let- 
ting him apprehend that he had diſcovered the 
Truth of his Heart without Diſguiſe, Some 
Months run on in the ſame manner, Lucidor 
ſeizing all Occaſions that could give him a 
Taſte for Marriage; and Merville ſtill ap- 
pearing oppoſite to it, for the ſame Reaſons he 
bad before alledged. This kind of Contrariety 
- however made no Alteration in their Friend- 
+ ſhip ; they gave each other an exact Account 
of their leaſt Actions and their moſt ſecret 
Thoughts ; and as Lucidor often rather 8 


* 
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his Library than the moſt agreeable Company, 
and that Merville was obliged ſometimes by 


Complaiſance, and ſometimes by Inclination. 


to give himſelf up to his Friends, and paſſed 
whole Days thus without ſeeing him, he never 
failed to inform him of what he had done, the 
Perſons he ſeen, and the Diverſions he had: 
taken ; and theſe Details often 2 them. 
inſenſibly into moral Reflections, Meruille 


| ſhewed his Friend Sentiments ſo uncommon: 
in one of his Age, and ſo perfect a Knowledge: 


of the Ways a Man of Honour. ought t0 fol- 
low, and thoſe he ought to avoid, that he had 
not the leaſt Inquietude upon his Conduct. 


Things were in this Condition, when two 


of Merville's Friends propoſed to him to fee. 
a. Country-Houſe ſome Leagues from Rennes, 


which was eſteemed beautiful, and was then 


upon Sale, As he. had a Defire for one, he 
accepted the Party, and deſired Lucidar.to be 
one of them; but his ſtudious Humour bei 


ſtronger than ordinary that Day, he excuſed- 


himſelf, and begged ſo earneſtly he would diſ- 
penſe with him, that he would not conſtrain 


him, but departed with his Company and left 


him. The Houſe belonged to the Nephew of 
a Gentleman deceaſed without Iſſue, called 


the Count de Rivar; and as the Nephew was 
generally in the Army, and could not enjoy 


the Pleaſures of this Inheritance, he bad left a 
Power in Writing with the Gardiner to fell 
it, if he found a-Purchaſer, upon Condition 
that the Buyer would keep him, his Wife, 
and a Daughter, which was his whole Fa- 
mily; This Man being an antient Domeſtie of 
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his Uncle's; to whom at his Death he had leſt 
an Apartment for him and his Wife for their 
Lives, and ſonie Acres of Land for their Sub- 
ſiſtance. | | 

It was then to this Houſe of the Count d- 
Rivar*s that Merville went with his Friends; 
the Gardiner receiv'd them like a Peaſant ac- 
cuſtom'd to ſee People of Diſtinction, ſhew'd. 
them the Apartments, and having conducted 
them into the Gardens left em at liberty to 
walk where they pleas'd. Merville XX: : 


dee Wen head AM 


cChanted with them; and ſeparating from bis 
Company to view every Part of it, he eu- 
| tered into a little Wood of Firrs ſurround- 
ed with thick Efpaliers; he was examin- 
ing it, that he might forget nothing in the De- 
ſcription he propoſed to make to Lncidor ; but 
be had not gone many Steps before his 
125 — were ſtruck by an Object that baniſh'd Wi 
from his Memory at once, all that till then had 
occupied it. Two female Peaſants, one elder- BW 
. the other young, who were gathering up 
the Wood that was cut and fallen into the 
Walks, had in that Moment the Power to fix 
thoſe Looks which the moſt ſhining Beauties 
of Rennes had not been able to catch one Mi- 
nute. : | = 
It is true, the young Peaſant poſſeſs'd ſuch 
marvellous Charms, that it was impoſſible to 
fee her without Surprize, and Admiration. 
Merville felt their whole Force, he ceas'd to 
walk, fix'd his Eyes 7 her, and was not 
able to pronounce one Word: "Tho? his Pre- 
Fence did not produce the ſame Effect, yet it 
ſurpriz d theſe two Perſons; The eldeſt ” | 
ed "= vanc 4! 
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vanc'd towards him, and aſk'd him with much, 
Reſpect what brought him. to that Place, and 
if her Huſband had had the Honour to receive 
him there. This Diſcourſe making Merville 
ſuppoſe that it was the Wife and Daughter of. 
the Gardiner, he told her, that he came with. 
an Intention to view the Houſe. in order to. 
buy it; that he had ſpoke to the Gardiner, 
and that it was him who had conducted him 
and his Company into the Garden, But, con- 


tinued he looking upon the young Gardiner, IT 


l did not expect to. find ſuch Beauties here. 
2 Theſe Words, which ey 8 appre· 
bended, made the beautiful Peaſant bluſh 3. 
but her Mother feigning to give them another 
Senſe,—'Tis true, reply'd ſhe, the Entrance 
into this Houſe does not ſeem. to promiſe any 
thing ſo agreeable as it is, and it was the De- 
ſign of the late Count, when he died, to have 
Bas it a more advantageous Appearance,. . 
ow charming, return'd Merville, ftill oc- 
cupied with the ſame Object, Iam enchanted _ 
at it; I never ſaw any thing ſo perfect; and 
if 1 thought 1 might be the Poſſeſſor My 
Huſband, interrupted the Gardiner, has a. 
Writing from the young Count, by which he. 
gives him Power to ſel] it; therefore it won't. 
be difficult for you to have it, if you defire. 
it; I ſhall go and tell him to bring it, that you, 
may peruſe it. At theſe Words, makin Rim 
« low Courtſy, ſhe went up another Walk 
with her Daughter, and return'd to the. 
Houſe, 1 5 EE 
As to Meryille, he remained, upon the Spot 
like a Man that was ſenſeleſs, and had 286 
; | | recover'd 
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zecover'd from his Extaſy, without the Ar- 
rival of his Friends, who join'd him at that 
Moment. Their Preſence having drawn him 
out of his Reverie, he us'd alt his Efforts to 
hide from them the Trouble of his Heart; 
but in ſpight of all bis Attention, the Paſſion 
which began to feize upon him had caus d 
ſuch an Alteration in his Face that they 
perceiv*d it: As they had not ſeen the Fair 
Gardiner, they were ignorant of the Cauſe of 
fo great a Change ; they thought he -was in- 
diſpos'd,. and enquir'd with Earneſtneſs if he 
was ill. Aer vill, who felt that he could not 
long conſtrain himſelf, and who wanted to 
de alone, told them he was not well, that he 
muſt return to Rennes, and come there again 
ſome other Time; they conſented to it, and 
| went back to their Equipage. Whilſt they 
of were buſy in giving ſome Orders to their 
People, Merville, perceiving the Gardiner 
coming towards him, with a Paper in his 
Hand, went to meet him; and drawing him 
alide—Mafter, faid he, ſecret Reaſons oblige 
me to conceal from theſe Gentlemen the 
Defire I bave for this Houſe ; I will return 
alone To- Morrow, and we will confer about 
it at our Eaſe. The good old Man, who was. 
charm'd with the noble and affable Behaviour 
of Merville, and who was not ignorant either 
of his Name or his Birth, anſwer'd him that 
he ſhould be proud to have it his, and that 
he might be aſſur'd he ſhould have the 
N Preference; he thank'd him, and told. him to 
expect him the Day following; and having 
| auitted i 
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om him he weat into the Coach with his 
riends. © = 
They return'd to Rennes, it was late, and 
Mervill who wiſh'd to converſe with his own 
Thoughts, having parted from them, ſhut 
= himſelf up in his Apartment, where recalling 
= to his Memory all the Charms of the young 
= Peaſant, he found, that Love had wounded 
him with a Stroke that never could be cur d; 
but that Knowledge, far from making him 
combat his Paſſion, ſerv*d only to fortify it; 
and the Idea he had form'd to himſelf upon the 
Choice of a Wife, making him look upon the 
Fair Gardiner, as the only Obje& capable of 
rendering it real, he thought only of Tx Me- 
thod to obtain her ; the Conſent of the Fa- 
ther and Mother gave him no Uneaſineſs, 
eaſily judging that People in that Rank would 
not refuſe ſuch an Advantage. Lucidor was 
what embaraſs'd him moſt, tho* he lov'd 
him tenderly, tho* he was aſſur'd of his 
Friendſhip, and had never apprehended his 
Remonſtrances, yet he could not hinder him» 
ſelf from fearing that he would be contrary to 
his Wiſhes upon account of the Inequality of 
ſuch an Alliance; and ſaying to himſelf all 
that his Friend might aledge to perſwade him 
from it, he found ſuch ſtrong Reaſon in it, 
that to avoid them he reſolv'd to make a My- 
ſtery of his Adventure and his Defigns to him; 


and the more becauſe, notwithſtanding the 


Ardour of his growing Love, he was not yet 
prejudie'd enough to terminate an Affair of 
this Importance, without informing bimſelf of 
che Manners and Conduct of this rural Fa- 


mily, 


4 
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mily, and finding out by his own Experience 
whether ſo many Charms might not hide ſome 
Defect capable of giving him Diſtaſte. This 
Reſolution having made him calmer, he paſſed 
into Lucidor's Apartment, he knew he was 
Teturned ; but as they lived in entire Liberty, 
and would never conftrain each other, r 
waited to fee him till The ſhould come to him, 
or ſend to deſire him to go to his Apartment. 

They embraced according to their Cuſtom, 
and Lucidor having queſtioned him upon his 
Party of Pleaſure, Merville told him that he 
did not find any thing extraordinary in this 
Houſe of the Count de Rivar's; but, how- 
ever, he would conſider upon it, and they 
would return thither together to ſee it tho- 
roughly, which he could not do, the Gar- 
diner not being there. I believe, replied Lu- 
cidor, it will be no bad Acquifition, as 1 
have been inform'd; for as to myſelf I ne- 
ver ſaw it but once, now near twenty Years 
ago; and tho* I had often Opportunities to 
have gone there in the Life-time of the late 


Count, the Loſs of a Friend extremely dear 
to me, of which he was the only Cauſe, made 


me take ſuch an Averſion for him, that 1 
never could reſolve to go there. 
* Merville, who only wiſhed to form a Con- 
verſation to hinder Lucidor from perceiving 
what paſſed in his Heart, and who defired no- 
thing more than to keep Silence, leſt ſome - 
Word ſhould eſcape him that might diſcover 
his Secret, begged him to relate to him the 
Motive of his Hatred, and the Occaſion of 
this Friend's Lofs, Lucidor needed no by I 
4 HS | 15 < | | | | ng ; 
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fing to begin his Diſcourſe: — About twenty - 
3 1 = ſaid he, I was inſeparable from the 

Marquis de Montfirant, a young Man ex- 
tremely amiable : we had made our Studies 
together; and as our Fathers were intimate, 
and their Friendſhip gave us daily Opportu- 
nities of ſeeing each other, our's were daily _ 
confirmed by it, The Marquis was not rich, 


| | | and his Father not being in a Condition to 


give him enough to ſupport his Rank, nor to 

raiſe him in the Army, had deſtined him to 
the Church, having Friends and Protection 
enough to procure him ſome handſome Bene- . 
fice; but for Montfirant's Misfortune, Love 
put an invincible Obſtacle to his Obedience. 
The Count de Rivar had a Daughter of ſur- 
prizing Beauty, ſole Heireſs to a conſiderable 
Fortune; my Friend became diſtractedly in 


Love with her; and in fpite of the little : : 


Hopes there was from the Inequality of their - 
Fortune, his whole Aim was to make himſelf . 
beloved by her. FTW... es 


F >» 


Inceflantly attached to her Steps, he was in 


a Places where Mademoiſelle de Rivar was 
to be; at the Churches, public Walks, and in 
all Companies Mantfirant avas ready to give 
her his Hand. I know not whether his Vows . 
were liſtened to, his Friendſhip to me never 
going ſo far as to confide in me upon that 
Article; he had owned his. Love to me, given 
me an Account of all his Thoughts, but he 
never diſcovered to me what he knew of 
thoſe of the fair de Rivar.. In the mean time 
his Paſſion became ſo public, that the Cœunt 
was alarmed at it, and ſent Word to the Mar- 
5 1 = 
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quis de Montſirant, that the Purſuits of his Son 
*would oblige him to take diſagreeable Methods, 
if he did not hinder them. The Father of 
my Friend was of a haughty nature; irritated 
at the Compliment of the Count de Rivar, he 
made anſwer — That if he ſuſpected his Son 
of loving his Daughter, he ſhould dye by his 
own Hand, for his ſole Intention in devoting 
him to the Church was to hinder him from an - 
Alliance beneath him, and gave the Marquis 
immediate Orders never to look upon Made- 
moiſelle de Rivar, and to put on the little 
Band without Delay. The Count on his ſide, 
either ſuſpecting an Intelligence between the 
two Lovers, or being willing to let the Noiſe 
ſubſide, which this Adventure began to make 
in Rennes, carried his Daughter to the Coun- 
try Seat that you have juſt ſeen, and left her 
= there under the Gare of People in whom he 
| could confide. 11 diſtracted at the 
Perſecution of his Father to make him an 
Abbe, reſolved to diſſemble with him; and by 
a thouſand reiterated Promiſes of forgetting 
the Object of his Flame, he obtained from 
his Father that he ſhould wait a Year longer 
before he embraced that Condition. Tho' i 
was as young as him, my Heart diſengaged 
from the uſual Paſſions of that Age, leaving 
my Reaſon at full Liberty, gave me a kind of 
Superiority over him, which not agreeing 
with his Love, obliged him to act with' me as 
with his Father, and to perſwade me that he 
thought no more of Mademoiſelle de Rivar. 
Some Months after the Retreat of this beau- 
teous Maid, the Count having made'a Journey 


— 
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to Paris, I perceived that Montfirant was never 
almoſt at home, and that under different Pre- 
texts, ſometimes of Parties of Pleaſure, ſome- 
times of ſolitary Walks, he very ſeldom was 
at Rennes; this gave me Uneaſineſs; I did not 
doubt but his Conduct hid ſome Intriguewhich 
he was unwilling I ſhould know; and I was. 
the more alarmed for him, becauſe I ſaw the 
old Marquis de Montſirant in a perpetual Rage 
at his Procedure: I reſolved to inform him of 
it, and to employ all the Power my Friend- 
ſhip gave me over him, to perſwade him to 
change his Behaviour; but he avoided me ſo 
carefully, that the Blow which was preparing 
was given him before I could ever meet him. 
The Count de Rivar returned after a Month's 
Abſence; and ſome Days after his Return, 
we were extremely ſurprized (my Father and 
I) to ſee the Father of Montſirant enter with 
a moſt terrible Air. What do you ſay of my 
Misfortune, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to my 
Father, to have but one Son, and ſee him the 
Cauſe of my Death? 1fonthrant, continued 
he, did not one Moment ceaſe his Purſuit of 
Mademoiſelle de Rivar ; and ſhe, as ſenſeleſs 
5 her Lover, and no doubt ſtruck with: the 
ſame Paſſion, having refuſed one of the beſt 
Offers in the Province, has obliged her Father 
to have Recourſe to Force, in order to deprive 
her of what rendered her diſobedient to His 
Will. He repaired to Court, and by his Solli- 
citations procured a Lettre de Cachet to ſend 
Aon ſirant to the Illes of America, and this 
Night they came and forced him away by the 
King's. Command in order to his Embarkation; 
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he was in Bed, they ſeized him without Re- 
ſiſtance; and whilſt they dreſſed him, the 
Exempt gave me a ſecond Order from his 
Majeſty, by which he forbids me, under Pain 
of his Indignation, to rebel againſt his Com- 
mands, or to have any Diſpute with the Count 
de Ri var. 8 | | #; 
I was forced then to fubmit to all, and ſee 
. the Marquis depart without Complaint. That 
8 ungrateful Son ſhewed upon this Occaſion a 
Firmneſs I did not think him capable of; and 
perceiving he could not defend himſelf, he 
delivered himſelf up with Courage to his 
Fate; he threw himſelf at my Feet, and beg'd 
me to pardon the Uneaſineſs be had given me, 
but that he had rather go in Search of Death 
than ceaſe to adore Mademoiſelle de Riuar; 
and that, in whatever Place they baniſhed 
him, he would preſerve an inviolable Fidelity 
to her. Theſe,Words having provoked me, I 
faw him depart with dry Eyes; they con- 
ducted him to St. Malo, from whence he em- 
barked for Canada, and I ſhall hear of him no 
—_—.. | 5 
My dear Merville, continued Lucidor, 
judge of my Aſtoniſhment and my Sorrow eat 
this News: I did not hide it from the Mar- 
quis; and my Father joining himſelf to me, 
we did all that was poflible to perfwade him to 
and throw himfelf at the King's Feet to 
beg his Son's Return: but far from letting 
- himſelf be moved by our earneſt Intreaties, 
be affured us he would not take the leaſt Step 
upon that Account; that he was obliged to 
the Count for ridding him of a * . 
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Son; that he had no Eſtate to leave him; that 
this Adventure putting him under a Neceflity 
of gaining a Fortune by his own Induſtry, he 
did not think proper to hinder him, and would 
not ſo much as enquire after him for the fu- 
ture, The Barbarity of this Man ſhocked. 
my Father, and from that Day he lived very 
coolly with him. As to me, diſtracted at the 
Fate of my Friend, I departed the next Day 
for Sr. Mais, hoping to arrive before his Em- 
barkation ;. but I milled him by one Day, and: 
returned to Rennes as diflatisfied as I went from 
thence. The Count de Rivar did net long 
enjoy the Fruits of this unworthy Action; 
his Daughter fell ill, and died ſix Weeks after 
the Departure of Mont ſirant. The Evening 
before her Death, as I was returning home 
about ten at Night, a Woman came up to 
me, and preſenting. two Letters to me: —- 
Lucidor, ſaid ſhe to me, one is for you, the 
other for a Friend of your's ; read that which. - 
is wrote to you, it will inform you what you 
are to do, but, above all, be ſecret, Quitting - 
me at theſe Words, ſhe left me a good 22 
ſurprized at her Meſſage: I went up to my 
Apartment, and ſeeing the Direction addreſſed 
to me, I opened the Letter, and read in it 
theſe Words: „ 1 Pr 


. * E * £ 3 . of +71 £ 
* . 1 ; | 
= « * — - - > 4 4 : } a e | 
A 3 : uw & + b His ' ; 
g 0 ; — | | ; | 
2 2 - — OY = _ . | | 
| 3 8 By a. > * - 


4 HE Friendſhip which unites, you to 
the unfortunate Marquis de Aantſirant, 
« makes me believe I can't addreſs myſelf. 
bettet than to you to get this Packet, which 
ff! ns 
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„I ſend to you, conveyed to him: it encloſes 
© a Thing of the greateſt Importance in the 
© World, but which muſt not be known to 
„ any but himſelf; therefore I conjure you 
<< by all that is moſt dear to you, not to un- 
< fea] it, and to keep it carefully by you, in 
„ caſe you have no ſafe Method of convey- 
ing it to him, till his Return, or till you 
„ hear of him either from himſelf, or ſome 

„ other way.“ 3 


This Billet was not ſigned; and I imagined 
it could come from none but Mademoiſelle 
de Rivar : but having little Curioſity in my 
Nature, and beſides making it a Point of Ho- 
nour to anſwer the Confidence that was re- 
poſed in me, I locked up carefully the Packet 
which was addreſſed to the Marquis, propo- 
ſing to myſelf to ſend it as ſoon as 7 could 
learn the Place of his Habitation: I did not 
ſpeak of it ſo much as to my Father, and was 
a moſt religious Obſerver of the Secrecy that 
was impoſed upon me. In the mean time, 
the next Day, or the Day after, I learned the 
Death of Malemoiſelle de Rivar ; and tho I 
only knew her by my Friend's Love, and ac- 
cuſed her as the Cauſe of his Misfortune, yet 
I could not forbear being ſenſible of her Death; 
ſhe was but nineteen, and the Marquis not 
twenty-two, no more than myſelf, at the 

Time of his Departure. 


It was then that ſeeing no Obſtacle to his 
Recall, ſince the Motive of his Exile exiſted - 


no longer, I ſollicited his Father ſo ſtrongly to 
dave the Lettre de Cachet annull'd, that he 
mme 
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conſented to it, and eaſily obtained it, the 
Count de Rivar having no Pretext to oppoſe 
it; and having made the greateſt Enquiries to 

know what became of my Friend, I heard at 
laſt that they had carried him to Canada, and 
that they had iter forbid upon ſevere Pe- 
nalties all Men of War, Merchant- Ships or- 
others to bring him over into France under any 
Pretext whatſoever; but they had left him at 
m to go to whatſoever Place he pleas'd in 
the Weft- Indies ; that he had made uſe of that 
Permiffion, and that he had quitted Canada, 
but they were ignorant what Rout he had ta» 
by and that after that he was never heard. 
O 0 + eh 4 | 
I have miſs'd no Opportunity of enquiring 
ſince theſe twenty Years that he has been 
one: without being-able to hear of him ; his 
ather is dead with Vexation, and the Count 
de Rivar dy'd about two Years ago. I have 
let no Veſlel depart without a Copy of the 
| Reptal of Monihrant's Baniſhment, and all 
my Cares have been in vain. As I loft m 
Father much about that Time, and attach! 
myſelf to your's, who was then juſt married, © 
the Care of his Affairs which he truſted to me, 
and my own private Buſineſs, by degrees, took 
away the Chagrin which I felt at this cruel 
Adventure, Afterwards the Care of your E> . 
ducation and your Guardianſhip, and the 2 
Friendſhip you inſpir'd me with, made me to®.  Þþ 
tally forget it. This, my dear Merville, is --- 
what always kept me from the Count de Rr? 
var 8, I ſtill keep however this Letter of Men. 
ſfrrant's, hoping ſome time to hear what is be- IJ 


104 The FAIR GARDINER. 
come of him : If he is alive, I will find out 
ſome Method to convey it to him; and if I 
am inform*d of his Death I will burn it with- 
out reading it, having no Deſire to enter into 
the Affairs of others. Merville, who had only 
defired this Recital, that he might have the 
Pleaſure to muſe upon his Gardiner, and who 


imagin'd he ſhould give little Attention to it, 


took ſo much Intereſt in it, that he- did not- 
loſe a Circumſtance, and could not forbear 
being ſtrongly touch'd with the Misfortunes 


of the two Lovers; he gave a thouſand Praiſes. 


to the Diſcretion of Lucidor; aſſuring him 
that he felt himſelf capable of doing the fame ; 
and looking upon him with ſome Concern—- 
Alas] ſaid he to him, theſe unfortunate Crea-- 

tures might have been ſtill alive, if their Fe- 
licity had not been oppos'd ; for there 4s no 
doubt but Mademoiſelle de Rivar lov'd Mont- 

firant enough to prefer him to all others; and 


that her Deſign was to make him ſhargher 
Fortune; and I own I cannot bear the Rigour 
of thoſe, who like the Count, and the Fa- 


ther of the Marquiſs, will conſtrain the In- 
elinations of their Children, when they are 
not prejudicial to their Honour, 5 
Lutider did not contradict this Sentiment; 
and the Converſation leading them on to the 
Time of their Supper, they eat together; and 
their Tims of Reſt forcing them to part, they 
retir'd each to their Apartment, Lucidor, Who 
had no Uneaſineſs either in his Mind or Body, 
paſs'd the Night in Quietneſs ; but the paſ- 
ſionate erville could not do the ſame. "The 
Hiſtory of Montſirant, and the Image of the 
| 3 _ beautiful 


/ 
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beautiful Peaſant did not abandon him one 
Moment, and riſing at Day- break, he caus d 1 
a Horſe to be ſaddled that he might be alone 

in his Journey, and took the Road to the 
Count de Rivar's Houſe: but as it was very 
early, he enter'd into the Village, and under 
Pretext of ſeeing other Houſes that were to be 
ſold there, he enquir'd into the Manners and 
Conduct of the der his Wife, and his 
Daughter. The firſt whom he queſtion'd 
upon that Article, was an. old Farmer born in 
the Village, who knew all that inhabited it: 
this Man anſwer'd very ſenſibly to. all his In- 
formations; he aſx d him the Name of this 
Gardiner, and if the Obligation there was to 
keep him upon buying the Count's Eſtate: ©. 
might not hinder the Sale of it. I 
It ought rather to contribute to it, reply'd 
the old Man, for they cannot truſt. it to the: 
Care of an honeſter Man. Sebaſte, that 
is his Name, continued he, is the Oracle-of  _ 
our Village, and univerſally eſteem'd for his 
Wiſdom and Integrity, which have been a - 
kind of Inheritance in bis Family, that has 
never been ſpotted with any Diſhonour ; his 
Wife is an Example to our's, and his Daugh- 
ter is Virtue itſelf, They are reproach'd with 
nothing but keeping her too ſtrictly; but 1 
muſt own Silvia ne it, and we all agree. 
tho* ſhe is a Country Girl, none of our: 
young Fellows are worthy of her; ſhe ſeems, 
to be perſwaded of it; for I don't believe ſhe 1 
has ever lift her Eyes upon any of them, or | 
that any one of them has dar'd to ſpeak a  - 
Word to her, They muſt have been in Ader= | 
ED Tt PP 
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villes Situation that can conceive the Pleaſure 


Entertainment. . 
The Gardiner ſurpriz*d at this Liberality 


this Diſcourſe of the Farmer's gave him, who 


continuing in the ſame Tone, made him a 
long Elogy of the whole Family. Charm'd at 
having plac'd his Heart fo worthily, he repair'd 


to the Houſe. Sebafte ſeeing him come un- 
attended, deſir'd him to enter into his Apart- 
ment, where his Wife and the fair $; 

help'd him to receive him. The Sight of this 
charming Peaſant tranſported him with Joy, 
and perceiving that ſhe bluſh'd when he came 
in, he flatter'd himſelf that the firſt Sight of 


him had not been forgot; but defiring to have 
time to converſe with her Tae, aid he to. 


her Father, I have form'd a Deſign of dining 
here, that I may examine every thing without 


Precipitation: Beſides I have ſeveral. Bargains - 


to conclude with you; and that E may do it. 


at Leiſure, I will eat with you and your Fa- 
mily : Get what you think proper, added he, 


throwing two Louiſd'ors upon the Table, I 
leave your Houſekeeper here Miſtreſs of the 


for a Repaſt that was only to be amongſt them, 


e his Wife of what had paſs d 


the Evening before, giving bim again the two 
Louiſd'ors reſpectfully—I don't refufe, Sir, 


{aid he to him, the Honour you are willing to 


do us, but you muſt, if you pleaſe, grant it us 


entirely, by contenting yourſelf with what I 


take the Liberty to offer you without employ- 


ing your Gold; or elſe permit me to conduct 


you to a Man in the Village where you may 


have an Entertainment at what Expence ron 
cr thi 


iluia 
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think proper, without my Wife or Daugh= . 
ter's being there. You put too hard a Con- 
dition into your Propoſal, return'd Mervilli 
ſmiling, for me to accept it; I did not intend - 
to offend you, and ſill leſs to deprive. myſelf 
of Company that pleaſes me; and I will do 

what you like, provided I don't ſtir from 
bent. 2 


$:bafte made no Reply, but by ordering his 


Wife to prepare what was neceſſary. During 

that Time, Merville and the Gardiner began 
to confer about the Houſe, and the Price that 
was to be given for it, The Gardiner ſhew'd 
him his Maſter's Order, and coming to the 
Clauſe where it was expreſs'd that he muft be 
kept, and his Wife and him lodg'd there for 
their Lives. As to that Article, Sir, ſaid he, 
don't let that hinder you, we have enough of 
the Lands which the Count left us to live up- 
on, and ſhall eaſily find a Dwelling. No, no, 
return'd Merville immediately, I will not have 
you leave it; and if 1 buy it, it will be that | 
ſingle Condition that determines. me to do it. 1 
Sebaſte ſmil'd, and made no Reply; and his 
Wife having inform'd him all was ready, they po ts 

| fat down to Table. Never Repaſt appear 4 
ſo agreeable to Merville; he plac'd himſelf 
near Silvia, and notwithſtanding the Ardour . 
with which he burnt, behav'd ſo as neither to 
intimidate her, nor make her bluſh ; he let 

her apprehend part of his Sentiments, and 
that beauteous Maid preſerving, with an ami» 
able Gaiety, the Modeſty, Prudence and In- 
nocence ſuitable to her Condition, anſwered  _—© 
all his Attacks with ſo much Senſe, Fin” ©, 
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finiſh'd her Victory over his Heart, and over 
the Reaſons with which he ſtill combated his 
Paſſion. 70000 <a 

He remain'd till Evening with this rural 
Company, and then parting from them, he 
told Sebaſte that he would return the next 
Day with his Notary, to which he might join 
the Notary of the Village, and they would 

ſign the Contra of Sale ; after which he 
mounted his Horſe, and did not arrive at Rex- 
nes till it was late. Lucidor was in Bed, Her- 
ville was rejoic'd at it, being. reſolved not to 
ſee him till after he had executed his Pro- 
jets, The Night ſeem'd of an extreme 
Las th to him, burning with Impatience to 
ſee 2 again. At length the Day appear d, 

and as ſoon as he thought he could with De- 
cency, he went to his Nory's ; and recom- 
mending Secrecy to him, inform'd him of his 
Intentions, and deſir'd him to accompany 
him. This Man, who thought it not his Bu- 
ſineſs to give Leſſons to thoſe who made uſe of 
him, tho* very much ſurpriz d at Merville's 
Deſign, yet made no Objections to it; and 
according to his Inſtructions drew up a Con- 
tract of Sale for the Houſe, and another fot 
Siluia's Marriage with him. As ſoon as he 
had finiſhed them, they got into the Coach 
and went to the Village, Merville having that 
Day took his Equipage: They found Seba/te, 
who waited for them with the ſame old Man 
to whom Merville had addreſs'd himſelf the 
Dey before; he ſaid a thouſand kind Things 
to them, and defiring the Notary to ſtay a 
Moment with the Farmer, he carried Seba/te 
Cs | into 
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into the Garden; and when they were alone 
there, — My dear Sebaſte, ſaid he to him, I 
am glad that you took this venerable old 
Man for a Witneſs z he has told you doubtleſs _ 
the Queſtions I aſked him yeſterday concern- 
ing your Family; and as they may have ſur- 
prized you, in the Idea you have that I only 
want the Houſe, I am defirous to let you 
know the real Cauſe of them, I love Silvia, 
my dear Sebaſte, and your ſeeing me again now 
is to demand her in Marriage; her Beauty 
has enchanted me, her Senſe and her Prudence 
have determined me td make her my Wife: 
Thus I buy the Houſe; and I marry your ©. 
Daughter, if you conſent to it, and her Heart 
ſeems not contrary to my Wiſhes, The Sur-" 
prize of the Gardiner at this Diſcourſe cannot " 
be deſcribed 3 whilſt Merville ſpoke, he ſeemed = 
to ſtrive to read in his Eyes if he was ſincere, SR 
which he did not do for a Trial, but at laſt reco- 
vering himſelf, I own, ſays he to him, that Tam” 
in the greateſt Aſtoniſhment, and cannot for- 5 
bear taking what I have heard for a Dream: I! 
| can eaſily apprebend you may be in Love — 
with my Daughter; and I muſt. tell you my 
Wife and myſelf both perceiv'd it, and we 
have reſolv'd to convey her out of your Sight, 
if you buy the Houſe; for I can never ima 
gine tat Man of your Birth will condeſcend 
to ſtoop ſo low as to become the Huſband fa 
Peaſant; and you will pardon me if I declare 
frankly to you, that I fear ſome Stratagem, * 
under this, dangerous to her Reputation, I 
am a Man of Honour, interruptgd Merville; 
if I had deſigned to att 7 the Virtue of | 
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I ſhould not have addreſs d myſelf to you; no- 
thing can be more ſeriouſly true than what I 
tell you ; the Contract is ready, and nothing 
wanting but the Conſent of your charming 
Daughter. | ; "FR 
Silvia, reply'd the Gardiner, is too ſub- 
miſſive to me, to oppoſe my Will; and not- 
withſtanding ber ruſtick Education has too 
much good Senſe not to be livelily touch'd with 
the Honour you do her. Heruille was ſo 
tranſported with Joy at theſe Words, that he 
had almoft thrown himſelf at the Gardiner's 
Feet: he embrac'd him, calPd him a hun- 
dred Times his Father, and prov'd ſo ſtrongly 
the Exceſs of his Love, and the Sincerity of 
his Heart, that the good old Man ſhed Tears 
at it: and calling for bis. Daughter and his 
Wife, told them directly the Intentions of 
Meruille. The She-Gardiner was diſtracted, 


and not being able to find Words to expreſs 


herſelf, ſhe embrac'd the Knees of this ten- 
der Lover, and let her Joy burſt forth in ſo 
touching a Manner, that it was eaſy to re- 
mark how dear Silvia was to her. That beau- 

teous Maid too, ignorant of the Art of Diſ- 
ſimulation, diſcover'd in her Eyes a Satiſ- 
faction mix'd with Fear, Modeſty and Teg- 
. derneſs, that perwſaded Merville more tho- 
rougbly of his Happineſs, than the moſt elo- 
quent Words. At length, after all of them 
- had ſhewn the different Emotions that this 
happy Adventure caus'd, they returned into 
the Houſe, where Merville order'd the two: 
Contracts to be openly read, in which beſides 
. ſeveral other Advantages that were age to 


2 


* 
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Silvia, he gave her the Property of this Eſtate 
which he tought. ITT 
The Farmer, who was inform'd by theſe - 
Contracts of the Marriage, was not leſs aſto- 
niſh'd than Sebaſte had been, and thought the 
Thing too important to pretend to give his 
Advice in it, The two Acts were ſign'd im- 
mediately ; and Morville beginning from that 
Day to take poſſeſſion of the Houſe, regal d 
ſplendidly the Notary and the Family of his 
future Spouſe, who, by a fincere Confeſſion of 
the Secret of her Heart, compleated his Feli- 
city, by telling him he was belov'd with che 
moſt tender Love. In the mean time, Merville, 
who could not ſtill forbear dreading the philo- | 
ſophick Lucidor, engaged them all to Seerecy © 
till the intire Concluſion of the Marriage, for -} 
which they only took the neceſſary Time for 3 
the Forms that are us'd on ſuch Occaſions, 
The Day run on in this Manner, Merville 
wiſh'd not to quit Silvia; but the Apprehen- 
{ton leſt his Abſence ſhould trouble his Friend 
and excite his Curioſity, forc'd him to return 
home. It was again fo late, that he did n- 
fee Lucidur; and his Deſign being to avoid 
Him, he return'd the next Day before he was 
awake, forbidding his People to ſay any thing 
of what he did. This Conduct, which lafted 
ſeven or eight Days, at length gave Lncider 
Uneaſineſs, For ten or twelve Years they _ 
had been together, it had never happen'd that 
. AMerville had been ſo long without ſeeing bis 
| Friend, or letting him know what hinder'd - 
„ him. Truly alarm'd at ſuch a Procedure, 
„ he. reſolv'd at all Hazards to find out the _. 
4 N „ Meaning 
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Meeninf of it. But as he was a Man of Pru- 
lence, he would not inform himſelt abroad of 
what Merville had done theſe eight Days, nor 
to give Reaſon to think there was a Miſintel- 
ligence between them, nor queſtion his Do- 
meſtics, his Maxim being that it was opening 
the Way to all Indiſcretions, to aſk any Ac- 
count from them of their Maſter's Actions ; 
therefore truſting wholly to himſelf, he teſti- 
ned no Uneaſineſs, but attentive to the Hour 
of his Friend's Departure, he was as vigilant 
as him, and met him juſt as he came out of 
his Apartment to mount his Horſe, 
Where are you going, Meruille? ſaid he to 
bim: What can oblige you to go out every 
Morning ſo early? What are the important 
Affairs that occupy you? And for what Reaſon 
do they deprive me of the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you? Merville was fo ſurprized at the Pre- 


5 fence of Lucidor and at his Words, and his 


Friendſhip gave him in ſecret ſuch ſtrong Re- 
proaches for this Manner of Behaviour, that it 
was impoſſible for. him to anſwer ; he went 
into his Apartment again, threw himſelf into 
a Chair, and kept Silence. Lucidor follow'd 
him, took a Seat cloſe .to him, and was for 
ſome Moments examining him; but ſeeing 
nothing in the Trouble which agitated him that 
ſeem'd to ſhew any fatal Event, he gueſs'd at 
aà Part of the Truth; and beginning his Diſ- 
courſe again— My dear Merville, continued 
he, you know during your Boar I pretended 
only to the Direction of your Eftate, and not 
your Conduct ; -and that without being a 
troubleſome and a rigid Cenſor of your Actions, 
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I attach'd myſelf only to inſpire you with 
a Love of Virtue, and a Hatred. of Vice, 
and the general Rules that all Men of Ho- 


nour ought to follow: I ſaw you approv'd my 


Leſſons and my Advice; by that Prudence, 


which in you much outſtript your Age, you 


put in Practice all our Converſations upon that 


4 


Subject; and finding you highly. capable. of 
guiding yourſelf, you muſt have perceiv'd I 
never conftrain*d you in any thing: What have 
done then, my dear Mervillè, to deſerve the 
Manner in which you act to me? Eight Days. 


ago you owed me no more Account of yubFr 


Actions than Figs do now ; yet: your Friend- 
| ſhip and the C 


onfidence you-had in me oblig'd. 
you before then to inform me of your Affairs, 


your Thoughts, and your Actions: By what. 


Misfortune have I loft thoſe ſenſible Teſti- 


monies of your Eſteem ? You go out at Day- 


break; you dont return till late in the Night; 


you never ſee me; you avoid me ; and don't 


ſo much as enquire after me: I own to you, 


Merville, this Procedure ſurptizes me, alarms 
me, and afflicts me to the very Bottom of my 


Soul. You. know my Character too well to. © 


imagine that a mean Curioſity makes me ſpeak. 


in this Manner: A Man, who for twenty 


| Years has kept a Letter without reading it, 


cannot be ſuſpected of a Deſire of prying into 
the Secret of another ; but as this nen my 


Friendſhip, and ſhews a Diſengagement on 


your Side that pierces me to the Heart, I muſt 


of it. 


* 


abſolutely beg you would diſcover the Cauſe- 
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MAeruille lov'd Lucidor too tenderly not to 
be touch'd at this Diſcourſe ; he was pene- 
| trated with it, and looking upon him with a 
fort of Confuſion—I ſhould haye profited little 
by your Inſtructions, ſaid he, if I was ungrate- 
ful enough to diſengage myſelf from ſuch a. 
Friend. No, continued he ſighing, Lucidor 
was never more dear to me; but *tis that 
very Friendſhip which makes me dread to 
unveil a Myſtery which will baniſh me from 
his Heart as ſoon as it is known. I know no- 
thing in the World, interrupted he, that can 
make ſuch a Change : Speak, my dear Mer- 
ville, and I will prove to you that you have 
no better Friend than I am. I am in Love, re- 

ply'd he. Well, ſaid Lucidor to him, and is that 
a Crime? I have always wiſh'd it, and you 
know your Indifference caus'd our on! Bil 

putes. I am going to marry what 1 love, 
added Merville; J have reſolv'd it, and will 
die ſooner than change my Reſolution. I am 
charm'd at it, return'd Lucidor, and I car't 
comprehend why you ſhould imagine- your 
Love and your Marriage ſhou'd make us dif- 
fer. 3 | ' 

I fear it but too much, added Merville, re- 
folving within himſelf to ſpeak ; for in ſhort, 
my dear Lucidor, I marry a Woman without 
Eſtate and without Birth; but who poſſeſſes 
Riches that in my Opinion ſurpaſs all thoſe 
that Men are now ambitious of, "Then, with- 
out giving tim Time to reply, he inform'd 
him punctually of his Adventure, and the 
Condition Things were in; deſerib'd to him, 
wich the moſt lively Colours, the Beauty of 

CE „„ Silvia, 
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Silvia, her Senſe, her Diſcretion, the Inno- 
cence of her Manners, and the Putity of hen 
Soul. The Exceſs of his Paſſion was fo ſtrong- 


ly ſhewn in all his Recital, that Lucidor was 
eaſily convinc'd it would be in vain to combat 
it; and tho” he was extremely mortified in his 


Heart at ſuch a Choice, as he ſaw there was 


no Remedy to the Evil, he reſolv'd to ſubmit: 
to it, Tam not ſurpriz'd, anſwer'd he, at 


what you tell me; but I am truly concern'd' 


that you ſhould hide this Aﬀair from me for- 
fear of my Remonſtrances : they. would never 


have gone farther than the Advice of a 
Friend who loves your Honour, and I ſhould. 


not have been more difficult to be perſwaded 
eight Days ago, than I am now, Maſter- 


of a conſiderable Eſtate, you are at Liberty 
to ſhare it with whom you pleaſe, without my 


diſapproving it, or ceaſing to love you; and 
to give you an eſſential Proof of it, I deſire I 


may be the firſt of your Friends that pays Ho- 
mage to the Object of your Love, and ſtrive 
to aſſure myſelf by her F riendſhip of the Con- 
tinuation of your's. „ 


All that Merville had felt when Sebafte-- 


granted Silvia to him, did not come near 


what paſs'd in his Heart at that Moment; he 


almoſt expir'd with Joy in the Arms of Lu- 


cidor, into which he had thrown himſelf the 


Moment he ceas'd to ſpeak; and this tender 
Friend found it as difficult to calm his Tranſ- 
ports, as it would have been to draw him out 


of the moſt frightful Deſpair; and judging by 


that of what Importance it was to manage 


properly ſo ſenſible a Heart, he fortified him 


ſelf 


| 
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ſelf in his Reſolution not to oppoſe any thing 
he deſign'd to do; and when he had lite! 
him ſomething calmer, he himſelf preſs'd 
him to depart; and the Coach being ordered, 
they went in it together to the Country-Seat.. 


Upon the Road Merville never ceas'd thank- 


ing Lucidor, and aſking his Pardon for bis 
want of Confidence ; and both of them be- 
ing reſtored to their native agreeable Humour, 
they entered Sebaſtes Apartment more ſatiſ- 
fied with each other than ever. £ 

But Lucidgr had ſoon Reaſon to be ftill 


more fo, by the Admiration with which he 


was ſtruck at the Sight of Silvia, whoſe ex- 
treme Beauty made him at that Moment ex- 
cuſe the Effect ſhe had produced upon his 
Friend's Heart: Merville preſented him to 
her, and with Pleaſure perceiv'd his Aſto- 
niſhment. The charming Silvia, who 
bad been inſtructed before of his tender 
Conſideration for him, gave him a Recep- 
tion full of Grace; and as Modeſty and Ti- 
midity hindered her ſometimes from ſpeaking 


with Freedom to her happy Lover, and the 


ſame Emotions did not agitate her to another, 
ſhe entertained Lucidor of her Gratitude and 
Tenderneſs for Merville with ſo much Senſe 
and Modeſty, and ſuch uncommon Delicacy, 


that he could not forbear 5 him Joy of 


having made ſuch a Choice. The Joy that 
his Approbation gave to all Hearts, made 
them paſs a moſt agreeable Day. 


Ide Contracts were preſented to Lucidor, 


where a Blank was left for him to ſign his 
Name, which he did, without Jettiog them | 


* 
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be read to him; and as 4erville was provided 


with all the neceflary Permiſſions, and the 


Ceremony of the Marriage to be perform'd 


the next Day in the Pariſh- Church of the 
Village, they remain'd there that Night, and 
the next Morning were united with an eternal 
Tie in the Preſence of Lucidor, Sebafte, and 


_ 
. 


two of Merville's Friends whom he had ſent 


for with that Deſign. Genet dw. 
Never, Huſband was more ſatisfied than he, 
nor had more Reaſon to be ſo. The new- 
married Pair remained in the Country, and 
Lucidor returned to Rennes, to ſend from 
thence Furniture and magnificent Habits for 
Silvia. He acquitted himſelf of this Com- 
miſſion with equal Taſte and Magnificence; 
the Houſe was ſoon adorned with whatever 
could render its Habitation agreeable, and Sil- 
via dreſſed like a Woman of Condition. Her 
Air was naturally ſo noble, that thoſe Orna- 


ments gave her leſs Luſtre. than they borrowed 


from her. All the Ladies of the City, ani- 
mated with Envy and Curioſity, came to vi- 


lit her, hoping to find Matter of Criticiſm; 


but they were conſtrained, to own ſhe exceeded 
the Beauties of the City; and that, however 


happy her Fate was, ſhe merited ſtill more. 


Merville, who wiſhed the ſhould join to her 


natural Perfection, thoſe which. a rural Life 


had deprived her of, gave her Maſters of all 
kinds; and as ſhe was animated with a Deſire 
of pleafing bim, ſhe applied herſelf ſo ar- 
dently to render berſelf worthy of his Care, 
that in eight Months ſhe excelled in the Arts 


— 


of Muſic and Dancing, and adorned. her Mind: 


With. 


I” 
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with ſeveral Accompliſhments proper to her 
Sex. Mderville then brought her to Rennes, 
and left at her Eftate Sebafte and his Wife, 
whom he had forbid to labour, and left Do- 
meſties to attend upon them. Lucidor, as 
charmed as Merville with the beauteous Silvia, 


bleſſed each Day the Moment that made her 


Miſtreſs of the Heart of his Friend; and, as 
by his Experience, and the Wiſdom of his 
Inſtructions, be ſerved him as a Guide, and 
almoſt as a Father, Mervill: preſſed him fo 
ſtrongly to be with him, that at length he was 
perſwaded, not being able to refolve upon 
living ſeparate from this amiable Pair. 
They were univerſally eſteemed and re- 
ſpected in Rennes, and every one thought it 
an Honour to be their Friend. They had 
already been married near a Year, when one 
Day as Merville, his Wife and Lucidor were 
conyerſing together after Dinner, they brought 
Lucidor Word, that a Gentleman, magniti-. 
cently dreſſed, defired to ſpeak to him. Mer- 
ville having deſired Lucidor to receive him in 
his Apartment, he ordered they ſhould intro- 
duce him; he appeared, and t beheld a. 
Man of the grandeſt Air in the World, but 
9 unknown to them. Lucidor advanced 
towards him, and having faluted him, begged 
him to ſay what he might do to fefve him. — 
What] my dear Lucidor, ſaid the Stranger, 
do not you know Aontfirant ? The Sound of 
the Voice having directly ſtruck  Lucidor — 
Ah! Heaven, cried he, throwing bimfelf_ into 
his Arms, is it you, my dear Marquis! Shall 
1 believe my Eyes! Yes, replied Moniſira, ⁶ 
| e ; embracing. 


& 


z 
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embracing him, it is a Friend who never for- 


got you, and who comes back to his Country 
only in hopes of finding you there. Then re- 
newing their Careſſes, t y for ſome Moments 
ſpoke only broken and interrupted Words; 
but when the firſt Heat. was a little allaved, 
Merville approaching them, and addreſſing 
himſelf to Lucidor, — I took too great a 
Sbare, ſaid he, in the Misfortunes of the Mar- 


quis de Montſirant, for you to neglect preſent- 


ing me to him, and demanding the Honour 


of his Friendſhip for me. 


 Aderuille was ſo uncommonly grateful, and. 


the Air with which he pronounced theſe - 


Words was, fo prejudicing in his Favour, that 
the Marquis ſaluting him with Conſideration. 
— There is no Occaſion, replied he, to have 
Recourſe to Lucidor in order to engage me to 
court your Eſteem, the Sight of you produces 
too ſpeedy an Effe upon my Heart not to 


aſſure you of mine; and the Remembrance 


of the Misfortunes you ſpeak of, will be much. 
ſoftened, if the Recital that has been made of 


them to you, has acquired me ſuch a Friend. 
I own to you, reſumed Lucidor, that being the 


two deareſt Things I have vow 
— elicity 
making MAerville known to him, by the Praiſes 
which his amiable Qualities deſerved, he aug- 
mented in ſuch a manner the Inclination h 
already felt for him, that he conjured them 
2 would permit him to be the third in their 
; . fourth, interrupted Lacidar, cone 


Earth, your 
ty. 


ducting him to the Cloſet of Madame de Mer 


ville, 


* 
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= - ville, into which ſhe had retired when the 
Marquis entered: This admirable Perſon has 
raviſhed from me the greateſt Share of Mer- 
|  ville's Heart, and I have no Deſign that you 
3h ſhall be better uſed than me, Montfirant was 
dazzled with the Beauty of Silvia; all his 
Blood moved when he ſaluted her ; he changed 
Colour, and ſeemed in extreme Surprize: but 
he recovered himſelf ſo ſoon, that tho? Luci- 
dor remarked his Confuſion, he had not Lei- 
| ſure to reflect upon it. The beauteous Ma- 
dame de Merville was not leſs agitated at the 
285 Sight of the Marquis, a ſecret Inquietule 
ſeized her, and not knowing the Cauſe of 
theſe Emotions in her Heart, ſhe was ex- 
tremely ſerious. In the mean time Mervill: 
and Lucidor giving no Attention to it, but 
curious to hear, by what happy Accident Mont- 
firant was at length returned, after twenty 
Year's Abſence, preſſed him to inform them ; 
and to oblige him to uſe no Reſerve with 
them, Lucidor told him, that he bad related 
to his Friend all that he knew e of his Adven- 
tures, and that the Intereſt he had taken in 
them deſerved his diſcloſing the reſt to him. 
It is not my Intention to conceal them, re- 
plied Mont ſirant; and I feel myſelf too ſtrongly 
inclined to give him my Confidence, to refuſe 
+ him any thing that can teſtify it: I will not 
= make a long Diſcou: {+ to you, ſince you know. 

g my Love for M. demoiſelle de Rivar, the = 
| Effects of her Father's Hatred to me, and his 
Perſecutions of me, to force me into a Con- 
dition entirely oppoſite to my Inclinations. 
But as you are ignorant of the prineip:l 
EIS 1 9 Things 
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Things that paſſed between this charming 
Perſon and me, Ifhall wh my Recital ſome- 
thing earlier than my Departure, that you 
may be more ſenſible of my Misfortune, TI 
loved Mademoiſelle de Rivar from the firſt 
Moment I ſaw her; and by a Sympathy, 
the Movements of which are impenetrable + 
to us, I made the ſame Impreſſion upon her 
that ſhe had upon me: for a conliderabl# 
time we diſcovered only by, our Looks thi; 
Secret of our Hearts; but at laſt the Ardouz 
we 'were conſumed with became fo lively, 
that we broke Silence almoſt at once to ſwear 
an eternal Love. This Confeſſion on both 

Sides was no ſooner pronounced, than we 


thought of Methods to repeat it every Day. 


Tho? my Birth gave me a Right to pretend to | 


Mademoiſelle de Rivar, ſhe knew too well 
the Avarice of her Father, to flatter herſelf 
he would conſent to take a Son-in-Law with- 
out Eſtate; but as he was old and inficm, ſhe 
thought ſhe might expect from Lime, what 
ſhe could not hope for from his Generoſity: 
thus we reſolved to love each other, and to 
tell each other ſo continually, in ſpite of all 
Obſtacles that might be raiſed to prevent it. 
Youth is naturally imprudent, and when it is 
accompanied with Love, we cannot depend 
upon Reaſon. Our Paſſion deprived us of it in 
ſuch a manner, that taking no Care to hide 
our ſoft Intelligence, it ſoon came to the 


Knowledge of the Count. - Enraged at the 


Choice of his Daughter, he commanded her 
not to ſee me, and forbad me Entrance into 


his Houſe, This Command, far from allay- 


— 
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ing dur Flames, only alighted it with more 
Violence. 'Mademoifelle de Rivar took one 
'of her Women into her Confidence; and by 
her Addteſs we attoned in ſecret Interviews 


for the Lofs of thoſe Moments the Count 


deprived us of 

Till then our Flame had never gone beyond 
the Rules of -Decency : but the Conſtraint 
we lived under making me apprehend left the 
Count ſhould make Uſe of thoſe Moments 
when I could not fee his Daughter, to tear 
her from me, gave me ſuch ftrong Alarms, 
that Thad no Converfation but upon that Sub- 


Jet with my dear Iſabella, (that was the Name 
of 1 Rzvar,) and I was inceſ- 


fantly at her Feet, conjuring her to give me 


new Proofs of her Tenderneſs and Fidelity. 


My Fears, which all her Promiſes could not 


diffipate, beginning to be uneaſy to her, ſhe 
reſolved to tear them from me, by tying her- 
ſelf to me in ſueh a manner as to make it im- 
Poffible for me to doubt her Conſtancy. Te 
this effect, one Day when I was deſcribing my 
Alarms upon her Father's Authority, looking 
'tenderly upon me, — My dear MAontſirant, 
ſaid ſhe to me, it is no longer poſſible for me 
to bear your unjuſt Suſpicions; and ſince 
Words are not ſtrong enough to reaſſure you, 
Iwill join Effects to them: I know that we 


are not at an Age to give our Marriage the | 
Solidity that ſuch an Engagement demands; 


however, as thoſe Ties alone can aſſure us to 
each other, and that, notwithſtanding our 
Vouth, thofe Chains will not be leſs ſtrong in 
the Eyes of him who regulates all rang; 
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below, and that we cannot break them with-. 
out offending him, and. covering ourſelves. 
with Shame and Diſhonour, I am ready to 

ive you my Faith; but I am reſolved. thiz 
arriage, tho? deſtitute of the Forms whic ch 
human Laws preſcribe, yet ſhall have. 
thoſe that Religion exacts, - render it binding 
in the Preſence of Heaven. Do you then find 
one of its Miniſters who will agree to units, 
us without the Conſent of our Far athers, and [ 
give you my Promiſe to receive you for a Huſ- 
band, with as much Joy as if the Knot was, 
approved, of by a7 _ World. | 
cannot expreſs to you, continued Maontfi- 
rant, the Exceſs of y Satisfaction at this fa- 
vourable Promiſe; 2 Jabella with ſo 
great Diſintereſtedneſs, that I had never dared 
to make her this Propoſition, figuring to 72 : 
felf that ſhe.might interpret it rather to Am- 
bition than the Force of my Love. Judge 


then how great was my Joy wes her prevent 
my moſt ardent Wiſhes in ſo tender a man- 


ner: I thanked her a — times, and, 
without Delay, conſidered to whom I mould 
addreſs myſel f to complete my Felicity, I 
was ſeveral times tempted to ſpeak of it to 
my dear Lucidor; but 1ſabella bad ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly forbid me to inform him of our Amours, 
and I apprehended ſo much the Severity of 
his Wiſdom, that I triumphed over my Friend- 
ſhip, and liſtened only to. the Dictates of 


Love. , 


At length, after many Diſquiets, I-caſt my 


Eyes upon the Chaplain of a Gentleman of 


my ee who knowing that I was 
5 8 ſoon 


% 


- 
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ſoon to be of the Church, was extremely aſſi- 
duous to me: I went to ſee him, and havi 
obliged him to promiſe Secrecy upon a 
was going to tell him, I declared my Repug- 
nance for his Condition, the State of my 
| Heart, the Oath which tied me ta my dear 
" 1/abella, the firm Reſolution we had taken to 
uffer Death rather than be unfaithful to each 
other, and that of uniting ourſelves for ever 
by the Chains of Marriage. The Manner in 
which I expreſſed myſelf, made the Chaplain 
perceive that it would be in vain to repreſent 
to me the Abyſs we were plunging into; 
however, being unwilling to have any thing 
to reproach himſelf withz he ſpared neither 
Reaſons nor Intreaties to diſſwade me from it. 
You will too eaſily conceive all that he repre- 
. ſented to me, for me to lengthen my Recital 
by his Diſcourſe; it is ſufficient only that you 
know, that not being able to gain upon me, 
and being perſwaded he ſhould cauſe the Ruin 
both of me and Mademoiſelle de Rivar, if he 
diſcovered our Deſigns to our Fathers, and be- 
ſides, finding no Diſparity between us but our 
Fortunes, he conſented to do what I deſired. 
We took our Meaſures together, and agreed 
we ſhould be married the fourth Night from 
thence in the Chapel of this Houſe, in Pre- 
ſence of four Witneſſes whom I ſhould chuſe, 
not being able to marry us ſooner or later, 
becauſe the Gentleman was to be in the 
Country at that Time, to lay one Night only, 
Things being thus regulated, I advertiſed Ja- 
Bella at our fe Interview; and her Woman 
took off her Inquietude concerning the Wit- 
n = | nefles, 
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 neſſes, by aſſuring ber of the Diſcretion. of 
thoſe ſhe would give ber, who were all four of 


her own Family, her Huſband and three Bro- 


thers being at her Diſpoſal ; there was nothing 


_ 


now in queſtion, but how to get Iſabella gut 


without her Father's perceiving it. 
Love was propitious to us alſo in this Ob- 

ſtacle, as in all the reſt, The Count fell ill, 
and out of a Condition to ſpy into our Ac 
tions, which ſo much facilitated our Deſign, 
that //abe/la came without the leaſt Danger to 


the Chaplain's, who married us with the uſual 
Ceremonies, making us both ſign an Ac+ - 


knowledgment that we would ratify the Mar- 


riage when we were at Age: We each of us 


took an Extract from the Original, which we 
left in the Hands of the Chaplain. I recon» 


ducted my Wife home; and as her Confident: . 
was the Directreſs of the whole Family, ſhe 


introduced me without the other Domeſtics 
perceiving it, and I remained there till the 
next Night. I ſhall not entertain you with: 
my Happineſs, nor the Tranſport of Joy it 


gave me; you. may judge of what paſſed in- 


my Heart by the Exceſs of my Love. 


I continued to ſee Madame de Montferants. 


for ſhe was ſo, and I can give her no other 
Name, all the Time of her Father's Ilneſs: 
but the Return of his Health foon diſturbed 
our Felicity; we began to ſee each other: 
again at the Houſe of our Confident's Huſ- 
band; and we hoped we had nothing more to 
fear, when the Count watched us fo carefully, 


that he diſcovered our ſecret Interviews, and 
the Place of our Rendezvous. His Fury was 


exceſ- 


M 3 


A 
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exceſſive; he menaced his Daughter with put- 
ting her into a Convent, and ſent a Meſſage to 
| my Father in the manner you have heard. 
; | The Marquis de Montſirant, who had no more 
: Tenderneſs than the Count, made me the 
-cruelleſt Reproaches, and preſſed me ſo ſtrongly 
to take the Habit, that I could find no better 
Expedient than an Appearance of Submiſſion 
to his Will. 5 „ 
I feigned to own my Fault; I proteſted 1 
would forget //abella, and dedicate myſelf to 
the Service of the Church, upon condition 
be would grant mea Year to make myſelf 
mamore worthy of it; but in effect, with the 
Hopes that ſome Change might happen in my 
Fate during that Interval of Time; I obtained 
that Grace. In the mean time the Count 
diſcarded our Confident, and fent away 1{/a- 
Bella to be confined at an Eſtate he had near 
a Day's Journey from Rennes, and put her 
under the Guard of the Gardiner and his 
Wife, commanding them to fire at me if 
1 durſt offer to enter the Houſe, Sebaſte, 
which was the Name of this Man, knew 
too well the Violence of his Maſter's Na- 
ture, not to promiſe to obey him ; but his 
Wife and he looking upon the Count as a 
Man on the Brink of the Grave, and his 
Daughter as their ſole Miſtreſs, they informed 
her in private of the Order they had received, 
and conjured her to. truſt in them, offering 
her all the Services they were capable of. 
Madame de Moniſirant was ſo nearly touch'd 
at our Separation, that ſhe could not think pro- \ 
per to refuſe a Succour of that Importance to- 
- our 


-_ 


- 
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our Love: ſhe thanked them, accepted their 
Offers, and aſſured them of her Gratitude, and 
having writ to me by their Means, inſtructed 
me of their Kindneſs, deſiring me to make 
Uſe of it: It was not neceflary to preſs me to 
it, I gave myſelf up to the Directions of Se- 
baſte, who introduced me into the Houſe with 
all the Precautions that could preſerve me 
from being ſurprized: We captivated fo en- 
tirely the Hearts of the Huſband and his Wife, 
that they would have ſacrificed themſelves for 
us a thouſand times. My frequent Viſits had 
ſoon Conſequences which informed my Wife 
that I ſhould ſoon be a Father: I was en- 
chanted at it; and certain of the Fidelity of 
our Confidents, we waited without Fear for 
the Birth of this Pledge of our mutual Love, 
when the Count reſolved to marry /abella to 
the Marquis de Tibyrre, and commanded her 
to receive him as a Huſband, Madame deMont- 
firant, thoroughly perſwaded that Prayers and 


Tears would have no Effect upon her Father, 


reſolved to behave with Firmneſs, and de- 
clared to him, that ſhe would never engage 
herſelf to any one but me; that, notwith- 
ſtanding the Obſtacles he put to our Happi-- 
neſs, ſhe would preſerve an inviolable Fide- 
lity to me; that Time, Abſence, and Soli- 
tude ſhould never make her change her Senti- 
ments, and that if he preſented Tiburre to her, 
ſhe would inform him ſo herſelf, and refuſe him 
even at the Foot of the Altar, This Re- 
ſiſtance ſeemed to ſurprize him; but conceal-. _ 
ing his Fury, he ſpoke to her with Modera- 


* 
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| 


ſon would bring her back to Obedience, and 
that he would wait till then to ſhew her the 


_ Huſband that was deſigned for her, and quit- 


ted her thus without ſaying any more: She 
told me this Converſation; and more —— 
of her generous Firmneſs than of the Conſe- 
quences it might have, I felt my Joy and Love 
renewed by it. Some Days after the Count 
departed for Paris, recommending to Sebaſte 
to be watchful over his Daughter's Conduct. 
But all his Care termigated in giving Means. 
2 2 uſe of fo favourable an Abſence, 
og whach we took proper Meaſures to hide 
— im the Condition and Delivery of my 


dear Iſabella. The Wife of Seba/te was then 


nurſing a Daughter which ſhe had laid in of 


_ ſome Months before; ſhe was to give it to 
another, and take in its Place the Child that 
was to be born, — upon herſelf to nurſe 


it without any Perſons Fans the _ 


 ehange: in fine, we regulated all 


to — Reaſon to hope they — — 1 
The Count returned; and as we had agreed 
that Jſabella ſhould keep her Bed eye - feign- 
Sickneſs, to avoid the penetrating Eyes of her 
Father, I was ſome Days without ſeeing her ;, 


- and as I was preparing to renew our Inter- 
views, the Thunder burſt over my Head by 
the Lettre de Cachet, which the Count had 

obtained for my Baniſhment into Canada. 


You have heard how they came to ſeize 
me, and in what Manner my Father receiv'd 
this News, ſo of that I ſhall ſay nothing. As 


to myſelf, "ſeeing it was impoſſible to parry the 


ow * wen murmuring. — | 
even 


. 


- 
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even with leſs Sorrow than my Enemy ex- 


pected, becauſe it delivered me from the 
Marquiſs's Perſecutions to be of the Church. 


They gave me time to get every thing that 


was neceſſary; and as the Houſe was ſur- 
rounded with Guards,. and they were not a- 


fraid I ſhould eſcape, they gave me Liberty 


to ſet my Affairs in Order: Femploy'd to 


write three Lines to Sebaſte for my dear /. 


bella, which J gave in charge to a Domeſtic 


that was attach'd to me: They made me de- 
part; I was conducted to St. Malo, they 


made me embark upon a Veſſel ready to ſet 


fail, I was no ſooner at Sea, than repreſent- 
ing to myſelf that I was going perhaps for- 


ever from all that was dear to me, Deſpair 
ſeiz'd upon my Soul, and I repented a thou- 
ſand Times I had not opened my Heart to Lu- 


cidor, $4 


In the mean time, notwithſtanding the mor- 


tal Sorrow with which I was loaded, I arrived 


without any Accident at Quebec, where 1 
was recommended to the Governor: he took 

a Friendſhip for me; I told him my Misfor- 
tunes; he pity*'d me; but he advis'd me at 
the ſame Time to ſtrive to comfort myſelf _ 
for the Misfortunes I had felt in Love by the 
Favours of Fortune. I could not taſte this 


Advice; I had an extreme Indifference for 


Life, and could not bear the Thoughts of 


what renders it agreeable to other Men, when 
I thought J had found an Occaſion of loſing it 
ſpeedily and with Honour. Some Spaniſh 
Officers, who came to Quebec upon Bulineſs, 


propoſed to me to go with them into Mexico, 


that 


2 — 8 * 
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that I ſhould bave Employment there, and 
Opportunities of ſignalizing and enriching 
myſelf. The firſt Motive pleas d me, and 
inclin'd me to defire the Governor to give 
me his Permiſſion ; he eaſily- granted it, 
thinking me puniſh'd enough by being at ſuch - 
a Diſtance from my Country, without de- 
| taining me in a Place where 1 had no Bu- 
Wen my Spaniards, had terminated the 
Affairs which brought them there, I de parted 
with them, and went to Mexico. The Vice- 
Roy there receiv'd me in a moſt generous 
Manner, and ſome Cantons having revolted, 
I was of the Number of thoſe that departed 
to puniſh them for their Rebellion; I did not 
find the Death I fought for there, and I per- 
form*d ſeveral Actions which drew upon me 
the Efteem of the Spanzards, and the Conk- 
dence of the Natives of the Country, and itis 
to that Confidence I owe the higheſt Fortune. 
a private Man could arrive to. A Mexican 
 Cacique, whoſe Predeceſſors had favour'd the 
Conqueſt of their Country by the Spaniards, 
and who feem'd to enjoy only a very ſmall 
Revenue, produc'd by ſome Lands which were 
left to him for his Subſiſtance, took a ſtrong 
Inclination to me ; and having ſeveral Times 
convers'd with me of the Miſeries of his 
Country, teſtified a moſt ardent Defire to me 
that the two Sons whom he bad ſhould leave 
it and ſettle in thoſe Parts of America, ſubject 
to the French. As I did not foreſee that it 
was poſlible for me to help him in his Deſign, 
my Anſwer wholly turn'd upon the Difficul- 


- "men 
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ties I found in it, and for ſome Years he 
ſpoke of it no more. 1 | 
In the mean time the Vice-Roy had truſt- 
ed to my Charge the Work of a Mine of 
Rubies in thè Canton of this Indian; I lodg'd 
in his Houſe, and this Intimacy which laſted 
ſeveral Years, having augmented his Friend- 
ſhip, <Frenchman, ſays he to me one Day, I 
pity thy Fate, *tis with Regret I ſee thee loſe 
thy Youth in labouring at the Mines for the 
Profit of others, and receiving a very trifling 
one for thyſelf : I will enrich thee in a Mo- 
ment, and give thee my Sons to conduct 
them into thy Country; my Courſe is almoſt 
run, I have no need of any thing, therefore 
1 will truſt to thee a Treaſure which my An- 
ceſtors hid from the Inſatiableneſs of the Con- 
querors, and which like them I have always 
conceal'd. After theſe Words, having con- 
ducted me ſome Leagues from his Canton, 
into a Deſart full of Rocks and Precipices, he - 
made me deſcend into a ſubterranean Cave, 
where I ſaw three Heaps of. Emeralds and 
| Rubies of an immenſe Value: Here is one of 
them for thee, ſaid he to me, Thewing me 
the largeſt, and the two'others are for my 


Sons; manage fo as to leave Mexico with ' 


them, and I will make thee Maſter of their 
Fate, arid of theſe Riches. fb 
I own the Sight of this Treaſure reanimated 
my Hopes; and as all my Ideas regarded only 
my Love, I thought that poſlefling ſuch a 
Fortune, it might be poſſible to obtain a- 
bella with her Father's Conſent, - my Heart 
- alluring me that 1 ſhould find her as faithful 
as 
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as myſelf, I embraced the generous Indian, 
and promiſed to uſe my utmoſt Efforts to ſa- 


tisfy him, I let ſome time paſs on, after which 3 


I feign'd a continued Illneſs, and that the Air 
was contrary to my Health, and deſir'd the 
Vice-Roy to permit me to return to Qu ebec : 
as he had no Right to detain me, he conſented 
to it. I had been ten Years in Mexico, and I 
told him that having amaſs'd ſome Money, 
my Deſign was to buy a Veſſel in order to 
traffick to all the Iſlands which belong to the 
French Nation. As it was not ſurprizing that 
in ten Years, in the Employment I had been 
in, I ſhould have gain'd enough to be at that 
Expence, there ſeem'd nothing extraordinary 
in it, In fine, without tiring you with a 
long Detail, all Things were favourable to 
me ; I bought the Veſlel, and laded it with ſe- 
veral Curioſities of the Country. The Cacique 
gave his two Sons to my Charge, who for 
three Nights went and came continually, in 
order to tranſport their Riches; and notwith- 
ſtanding the Veſſel was ſearch'd, I had con- 
ceal'd them ſo carefully, that they were not 
diſcover'd ; and when all was ready, I em- 
bark'd with my two young Indians, the one 
Nineteen, the other Twenty Years old. 

I ſhall not entertain you with my Naviga- 
tion, I ſhall abridge that, to tell you that I 
return'd to Canada, after many Pains and 
Perils; and going directly to Quebec, I eſta- 
bliſh'd myſelf there with my Indians in or- 
der to diſpoſe of our Emeralds and Rubies. 
The Governor was charm'd to ſee me again, 
he inform'd me that a Repeal of my Baniſhment 
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was obtain'd, and that I might when I pleas d 
return into France. This News ſurpriz d, and 
inſtead of Pleafure, gave me Sorrow ; I preſs'd 

the Governor ſo much to tell me what had 
occaſionꝰd this Kindneſs, that he cou'd not 


excuſe himſelf from making 
Death of my dear Iſabella. It was fo dread - 


ful a Blow to me, that I ſtood in 1 of ali | 


known to me the. 


* 
— 


my Religion, and all the Reaſon that my Mis» 


fortunes had acquired me, not to attempt 


upon 
my Life. I fell dangeroufly il; but Heaven 


who puniſhed me; by that Loſs, for the Faults - 


of my own Youth, and thoſe I had made 


Mademoiſelle de Rivar guilty of, would not 58 


take me in ſo unworthy a Condition; and by 


an Effect of Mercy, recalled me to Life, is 


give me time to make a fincere Sacrifice of 


my Sorrow. My Health was re-eſtabliſhed; 
but not being able to reſolve upon ſeeing my 
Country again, I remained at Quebec, where 


I went into Commerce with the Sons of my | 


Cacique ; and from the Day of my 
tion to the Orders of Providence, to this 


da- 
Os 


ment, the Supreme Being has bleſſed my La- 


bours in ſuch a manner, that I believe few 


private Men are richer than I am, At length 


the Love of my Country having returned 


upon me after ten Years Habitation in Ca- 


nada, and my Heart being filled with a Deſire 
of ſeeing Lucidor again, I have left my two 
Indians at Quebec extremely rich, handſomely 
eſtabliſhed, and much eſteemed, and embarked 
with all my Treaſure to return to France, My 


Voyage was performed without the leaſt Ac⸗ 


cident, My Veſlel is at St. Aab, from 


N whence 


SY 
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whence I arrived but Yeſterday ;. nobody re- 


collected me at Rennes, and I would not 
make myſelf known till I had ſeen you; my 


dear Lucidor, my firſt” Care was to inform 


myſelf of you; and as it was then too late 


to ſurprize you, I moderated. my Impatience 


till this Moment. The Marquis having fi- 


niſned his Recital, Merville and Lucidor re- 


rewed their Careſſes to him; and not judging 
it proper that he ſhould learn from others the 
Alliance that Merville had contracted with 
Sebaſte, they were the firſt to inform him of 


A 


Iuhis News ſurprized Montſirant extremely, 


not being able to imagine that Madame de 
Aderville was the Daughter of that Man; 


. _ However, he applauded his Choice, and de- 
| fired Lucidor to tell him if Seba/te had never 


acquainted him with the Circumſtances of 


Tſabella*s Death and of the Child's. Merville 


and Lucidor aſſured him that he had never ſpoke 
to them of it; and Zucidor imagining that the 
Letter depoſited with him might perhaps give 
him ſome Light, he told him in what manner 
it had been delivered to him. Montſirant 
conjured him to let him have it without De- 
lay; he fetched it immediately, and put it into 


his Hands. Montſirant opened the | Pacquet 


with Precipitation, in which he found his 


Picture, that of Iſabella, all the Letters he _ 
had wrote to her, the Extract of their Marri- 


ming Woman, which he read to himſelf. 


* 
* 
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1 Note in the Hand of that 
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. 1 DIE, my dear Montſirant, and I die af- 
«© ͤter having brought into the World the 
„only Fruit of our Love: Sebaſte will take 
e care of it, his Wife nurſes it; it is a Daugh- 
<< ter: If ever you ſee your Country again, 
it will be eaſy to know her, Nature-having 
had the Precaution to put a Cherry under 
<< her Breaſt, on the left Se. Adieu, deareſt 
«© of Huſbands, I love: you to the Grave; if 
«© you live, remember that I leave you a 
«© Daughter, that you are her Father, and 
ce that I was your Wife... 
TsaBELLA DE Rivar, 
The Face of Montfrant, at the reading of 
this, was covered with ſuch a Flood of Tears, 
that Mderville and Lucidor were diſtracted at 
having occaſioned. them; they conjured bim 
to calm himſelf, and to burn this fatal Paper, 
ſince it was ſo firong a Renewal of his $ 
row. Burn it! cried he; ah! my Friend, it 
is too neceſſary to me to deprive myſelf of it! 
On the contrary, added he eagerly, I muſt go 
this Inſtant to the Houſe of Merville, ſpeak 
to Selaſte, and he muſt either ſave = Life, 
or peirce my Heart! Madame de Merville, 
whoſe Tears, in ſpight of her, flowed with 
the Marquis's, and who intereſted herfelf in 
all that regarded S2ba/fte, ſpoke that Moment, 
and looking upon her Huſband — If the Sight 
of my Father, ſaid ſhe, can be of any Conſo— 
lation to the Marquis, don't let us defer it; 
let us depart and paſs ſome Days there. 


— 


wy 
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Yes, Madam, returned Montferant, taking her 
Hand with an Air of Confuſion, let us depart; 
it will be the greateſt of Bleſlings to me, if 
your Preſence is neceſſary there. 


This Diſcourſe, which Merville and Lari. 


"arr could not comprehend, made them in 


Pain for the Reaſon of their Friend: 
immediately ordered Horſes to be put to the 
Coach, went into it all four, and took the 

Road to Merville* s, without dontfrant pro- 


ing bis Bye e Word by the Way, or ever tak- 


es off 2 Madame de Merville, 
who o bluſhed, and turned pale alternately with- 
knowing why. Lucidor and his Friend, 
who temarked all theſe Emotions, were in 
ſuch an Aſtoniſhment as made them alſo keep 


_ a profound Silence till their Arrival. Adont- 


Hruni, the Moment he was in the Avenue that 
lead to the Caſtle, would alight ;  4£rvill: 
und Lurider followed him, went before 
the Coach, in which they left —_— * 


_— ville. They entered into the Caſtle, and 


ing to Sebofte's Apartment, they found bim 
— alone off his Wife: At Rn he looked 


un! n Ar ville, and faluting bim ref 
14 17 What, fays he to bins do you = 


Without —_— me of it, My Father, 


Teplied he, I will help by u to do the ow 
of your Houle to this zentleman, who burnt 


to ſee you. 
Theſe Words obliging the old Man to lift 


his Eyes up to him, he recollected him imme- 
dzitely, 2 tranſported, with Joy — Good 
Heaven! cried he, it is the Marg as de Mont- 
frant! and throwing himſelf. at ho 2 e em- 

raced | 
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braced his Knees with an Ardour he could 
not moderate; his Wife did the ſame; and 
moved to his Soul at this touching Spectacle, 
held out his Arms to them, and was ſome 
time before he could expreſs himſelf. How - 
cver, ſtruggling with himſelf, — My Friends, 
ſays he to them, I come to demand an Ac- 
count of the precious Lruſt my dear me 
confided in you: Speak, have I loſt the Daugh- 
ter with the Mother, and muſt I flatter my 
ſelf no more with ſeeing the dear Remains of 
her whom I loved more than my Life]! Ves, 
Sir, replied they both at once: She is living, 
added Szbaſte, as beautiful as her Mother, and 
the happieſt of Women; but it is not in our 
Power to deliver her to you, another is the 
Maſter of her. Silvia entered, as he pro- 
nounced theſe Words, and not giving Mont- 
ſirant Time to anſwer him: — It is to Mon- 
ſieur de Merville, continued he, that you muſt - 
addreſs yourſelf to have her again. To me! 
cried Merville. To you yourſelf, returned 
Selaſte, ſince that Silvia, who is ſo dear to 
** and whom you honoured with your 

ame when you thought her mine, is Daugh- 


ter to the Marquis de Montſirant. The gur< 
prize, the Joy, the Cries,” and Tears which _ 


this News excited, cannot be expreſſed: but 
Abntfrant, whom Nature had informed from 
the firſt Moment he ſaw Silvia, not in the 


leaſt doubting of it from What paſſed 


Heart, took her in his Arms, and held her ſo 
a Quarter of an Hour, not being able to be 
fatisfied with giving her the moſt touching 
Careſſes. Madame de Meruille uſed her ut- 
N So, ies E 


* 
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_ moſt Efforts to throw herſelf at his Feet; 
and ſeeing that he oppoſed it, — It is ſo per- 
fect a Happineſs to me, ſays ſhe to him, that 
you think me worthy of being your Daugh- 
ter, chat I cannot be too grateful- for it; but 
it raifes in my Heart ſo lively a Fear that you 
ſhould be miſtaken, that I muft conjure you 
to demand a more certain Knowledge of it, 
No, my Child, ſaid the Gardiner's Wife, be 

perſwaded of the Truth, and to prove it more. 
fully, this Gentleman here, faid ſhe pointing 
to Lucidor, muſt have in his Cuſtody a Letter 
from Mademoiſelle de Rzvar to be delivered. 
to the Marquis, in which ſhe _—_ him how. 
he might know his Daughter; I gave it him 


myſelf the Eveni before * eath of m 
dear Miſtreſs. be . 


Montſirant then read it aloud, and the fait 
: Sitvia knowing herſelf by the Mark of the 
Cherry, ſet no longer Bounds to the Move- 
ments of Nature, but run and embraced the 
Knees of her Father, whilſt Meruille and Lu- 
cidor preſs d him alternately in their Arms. 
Never Joy was celebrated with more Tranſ- 
| == on \ all Sides : they at length gave a 
Truce to them to return Sebafte and his Wiſe 
the Thanks and Praiſes their Diſcretion and 
Fidelity deſerv'd. We left Silvia, ſaid the 
venerable old Man, jn the Belief that ſhe 
was our Daughter, that ſhe might have no- 
Regret for a Condition ſhe could not enjoy, 
never hoping ſhe ſhould ſee her Father again, 
and having no Eſtate to give her, we attach'd 
ourſelves ſolely to educate her in Virtue ; ſhe 
anſwer'd our Cares even a beyond our Hopes: 


* b E . 
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we cheriſh'd her as if ſhe had been our o. nn 
Blood, and Heaven havin _ her to 
pleaſe Monfieur ds Merville, who joins to 4 


thouſand good Qualities an Eſteem of. Virtue 
and Wiſdom- more than of the Wealth that. 


periſhes,, we thought we ought not to refuſe 


ſo conſiderable an Eftabliſhment for Silvia, 
ſince ſhe could not have pretended to a, Huſ- 
band more worthy of her even if ſhe had been 
inſtructed of her Birch. We married her un- 
der the Name of our own Daughter; the: | 
Defect of her Birth obliging us to preſerve: | 
the Honour of a Man of ſuch Diſtinction as 
Monſieur de Merville, thinking it more ho- 
nourable for him to have it imagin'd that he 
made the Fortune of a poor Peaſant; than to 
bring to light a Secret which intereſted the 
Glory of your Wife, and ne be a Spot to- 
. that of your Daughter. 2 
Sebaſte would have continued bis Juſtificas- 
tions; but Montſirant hinder'd him. Ceaſe, 
my dear Sebaſte, ſaid he to him, to ſeek out 
Reaſons for the Conduct you have held; Iam: 
penetrated with the moſt lively Gratitude for- | 
it; but I proteſt to you that of all the Obli- 
gations I have to you the Union of my Daugh- 
ther with the generous Meruille is the molt: 
ſenſible to me; he embrac'd him, as he ſpoke 
theſe Words; and taking Silvia by the Hand 
Duffer me, ſays he, to ratify this Day the 
Gift that Sebaſte has made of 'her,, and to join 
too a hundred thouſand Crowns for Cher Dower. 
Aerville, who theught himſelf too happy in 
the Poſſeſſion of this beauteous Woman, had. 
tome Trouble to conſent to this nn, 
25 2 3 "Ds: 


240 We FAIR GARDINER 
of Wealth, which he receiv'd only upon Con- 
dition that ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of it alone as ſhe 


thought proper. He afterwards made conſi- 
derable Preſents to Sebaſte, as well as to his 
Wife; and as the Philoſopher Lucidor would 
have no other Share in this ſhining Fortune, 
but the Joy he felt at it, he was forc'd to ſet 
Bounds to his Friendſhip and content himſcif 
with the Aſſufances he gave him to ſhare his 
Opulence wich bim, by never parting from 


him and 4Zzrulle.  -I hele four Perſons, en- 


chanted at their Fate, remain'd ſome Days 
with Selaßle and his Wite, whom they con- 
ſtrained to live upon a Level with them, Mon- 
ſieur and Madame de Merville looking upon 
them as the Source of their Felicity, which wes 
ſolid and durable. Aoniſirant caus'd. all his 
Riches to be brought to Rennes, and ſettling 


himſelf with his Son- in-Law, paſs'd the Re- 


mainder of his Life there, as did Lucidor, 
who reflecting upon the Events with which 
the Life of Mankind is fill'd, could not be 
tir'd of admiring the wonderful Springs of 
Providence, which ſeem'd to have choſe him 
to bring up a Son- in- Law for his Friend, at 


the very Time when he moſt oppos'd his Love 


to Mademoiſelle de Rivar, and was ſo uneaſy 


in his Heart at the Knowledge of the Love of 


Merville and Silvia, which now he thought 
His n * 


THE 


pire having given Birth to ſeveral 
za) I Wm Kingdoms which before- that 
— Gs Time thought it an Honour to 
bear the Title of Provinces: to 


there ſoon roſe from its Ruins in thoſe Parts-of 
the World, which it had held captives a great 

Number of Sovereigns, who endeavouring tio 
appropriate to themſelves the Nominions of 


each other, carried on long and ; cruel Wars. 255 


The moſt diſtant Nations, animated with the 
ſame Deſire, came and vver-run the Frun- 
tiers of thoſe who imagined they had only the 
neighbouring Nations for Enemies and Cons 
currents. Afia, Euryp: and Africa gave them 
| ſelves Kings, who not contented with the 
Country they poſſeſs'd, pais'd into thoſe which 
were the moſt remote. The Aftaticks ex- 
tended their Conqueſts into Africa, and the 
Africans preſum'd to ſpread Terror, Fire and 
Sword even into the Centre of Europe; and 
each Nation fixing upon the . — 

Ds i 
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| ſuitable to their Ambition or Cruelty, there 
was ſoon a horrid Mixture of Paganiſm, 1- 
dolatry, and Mahometaniſm, till the Time 
when the Supreme Maſter of the Univerſe re- 
folv'd to cruth this new Hydra, and rais'd in 
the moſt beauteous Parts of Europe a Race of 
Chriſtian Heroes fo zealous for the true Faith, 
that they not only drove out thoſe impious 
Nations, but purſued the War even into their 
native Countries, broke their Idols, dedicated 
their Temples to the only true God, Pune \ 
planted the Croſs 2 which they... forg 

them to adore. 

Vet notwithſtanding: weir Welt 0 
their: Zeal, the Saracens ſtill ravaged © Spain, 
Holatry reign'd amoneſt the Saxons, and Pa- 

niſm in Denmark and Norway, when Charles 
the firſt of that Name, King of France, and 
firſt Emperor of the Weſt, appear*d in the 
World to be the Deſtroyer of them: This 
Monarch ſurnamed the Great, the Auguſt, and 
the Magnanimous, (Titles the more valuable 
as he merited them by the eminent Virtues 
with which Heaven had endow'd him) was 
ſelected out by its Providence to drive out 
the Moors from Spain, to ſubdue the Saxons, 
and brin them to the Knowledge of the true 
God. This warlike, fierce, and barbarous 
Nation barden'd in Idolatry had for their King 
a Prince as cruel as he was valiant, known by 
the Name of WMitilind, who ſometimes ſub- 
mitting to Charles, ſometimes rebelling, and 
conſtantly overcome, ker him near thirty- 
three Vears in Arms. | 

But whilſt he experienc'd the Valour of that 

Hero, 


— 
DS 


Hero, the North brought forth one whoſe 
warlike Ardour and generous Courage. be- 
can to give Umbrage to the Monarchs of theſe. 


colder Regions. Eric, or Frederic Prince 
of Norway, at the Age of Twenty- two had 
juſt then Teplac'd upon the Throne Harold his 


Couſin, whom the King of «Denmark had con- 
quer'd and taken Priſoner, | The valiant Eric 


had put himſelf at the Head of thoſe Norawegi- _ 
ans who were faithful to their King, had given 
Battle to the King of Denmark, gain*'d it, de- | 
liver'd Harold, and forced the; Dane to fly in- 


to his own Dominions; nevertheleſs Harold, 


more jealous of the Glory of Eric than grate- 


ful for the Service he had receiv'd from him, 


ſtudy'd only by what Stratagem he might 


bring him to Ruin. Fhe Prince of Norway, 
advertis'd of his Ingratitude, and Who was 


continually inform'd by Fame of the Heroic 
Actions of Charlemagne, inſatiable of Glory, 


and wiſhing to convey himſelf from the ſecret 
Conſpiracies of an unjuſt and barbarous Mo- 


narch, quitted his frozen Climate, and re- 
pair'd to France, to admire in a nearer View 


that auguſt Prince, to imitate his Virtues, and 


follow his Traces in the Field of Jars. Eric. 
was one of the handſomeſt Men of his Time, 
and though born in a Country to which Na- 


ture ſeems to have refus'd even her ſlighteſt 
Favours, ſhe had pleas'd herſelf in ſhowering 
upon him het moſt valuable Gifts, as if ſhe 


had wiſh'd to make known that he was the 


only one of his Nation ſhe thought worthy of 
them. Charlemagne, who poſſeſs'd in himſelf 
all that could render a Man compleat, charm'd 
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to ſee his own amiable Qualities in this you 
Stranger, receiv'd him with Marks of the 
moſt perfect Eſteem, and render'd him the 
Companion of all his Actions. Eric, the moſt 
zealous Admirer of that great Prince, attach'd 
himſelf fo ſtrictly to him, that this Monarch 
conceiv'd for him the moſt tender Friendſhip 
and Efteem ; and finding no other Defe& in 
him but his Ignorance of the true Religion, 
he ſollicited him ſo earneſtly to rouze himſelf) 
from that Darkneſs, that the young Prince, 
whoſe Mind was form*d to receive the Light 
of Faith, was inſtructed in it, receiv'd Bap-a 
tiſm, and became one of the moſt zealous 
Defenders of the Chriſtian Religion. He fol- 
' Jow'd Charles into Spain againſt the Saracens, 
and in his Conqueſts in Germany, in the midſt 
of which the French Monarch having learn'd 
that the rebellious Saxons ſtill oppoſed. his 
Power, he reſolv'd to ſubdue them, and to 
root out that Idolatry which had always reign'd 
in that Nation. ö 
But wiſhing rather to overcome them by 
CJlemency and — rn he reſolv'd to 
employ that Method firſt before he reſum'd 
that of Arms. To this Effect he reſolv'd to 
ſend a Nobleman of his Train to the Saxon 
King, with Commiſſion to inform him that his 
victorious Arms ſhould never enter his Do- 
minions if he would conſent to pull down his 
Idols, aboliſh his bloody Sacrifices, and ac- 
knowledge the true God; but at the ſame 
time to declare to him, that if he refuſed theſe 
Conditions, he would never ſheath his Sword 
again till he had conquered the laſt _ v 
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Tre brave Eric, curious to ſee this warlik 
Nation, obtain'd from Charles a Peripihoſt 
accompany. his Embaſſadox, and d 2 with 
him for Ereſbaurg, where. Ws knn ee 14 
his Reſidence. . 
This City ſituated 1 near 33} 77 705 way 
which is how call'd Stadberg, Was a "that 
Time the moſt fam' d Theatre of the Abomi- 
nations of the idolatrous Saxons, who had built 
there a magnificent; Temple to thei, God 
Irminſul, a Figure which repreſente 
compleatly armed, whom ſome belicy'd to be 


Mars," and others Mercury ermes, 0, whom 


they ſacrificed not only the moſt Savage e Beaſts 


of their Foreſts; but 2400 all the Strangers who | 


fell into their Hands, whether they were Pri- 
ſoners of War, or took at Sea b their Pirates, 
the Saxons being then great ruizers on the 
Ocean. The emple of min as was ac- 
companied by two others on By de of. it; 
one was for the Prieſts and their P. ontiff,, 

the other encloſed a certain Number * of Veſtal 
conſecrated to this falſe Deity, _ The were 
obedient to one who alone bore the: Title of 
Prieſteſs, . ſhe was delign'd to ſacrifice the 


Beaſts, and the High Priet to facrifice Man- 


kind. The Tema. was placed in the midi 
of a Foreſt, in which they had made up Hu tts 
to encloſe thoſe Bulls and wild Boars Which 
they thought worthy of their God ; and when 
one of theſe Animals was once  deftin'd for 
that Uſe, it was forbid under pain of Heath 
to attack his ge upon Account whatſo- 
ever. The Veſtals, the e Hiebe, the Prieſts 


"Ms the High-Prieſt Tay no Communication 
A together, 


e 


59 
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together; and never ſaw each other but u . 
Day o of Son and at the Moment of 
on ton, : ROE II were ad x to 

* Highe Dipnity the Chance' of 
Lots, _— were drawn whenever the Prieſt- 
eſsꝰs Employment was vacant by Death, they 
were permitted to exerciſe themſelves in hunt⸗ 


ing, that they mi ght be 'accuſtom'd to Blood, 


and the Slaughter Eck the Dogs made in their 
1 of the Beafts which they had purſued. 
t as. no Man was to be of che Party, nor 
even ſuffet'd to he in the Foreſt when they 
Hunted there, the Days were appointed, and 
the King himſelf had no Privilege, without 
infringing the Laws, to take that Diverfion at 
the Times that were appvinted for them ; nor 
to appear where he might meet them. _ 
Such were the Cuſtoms of this barbarous 
| People, when Eri and the Embaſſador ar- 
riv'd- at the Court of Mititind, which offer'd 
to. their View only a Crowd of unpoliſh'd 
Warriors,. fierce and cruel even in their moſt 
common Amuſements. The Nortuegian Prince 
rightly: judging that the Embaſſador of Charles 
would not be capable of making any Impreſ- 
"on upon theſe, ſavage and haughty Spirits, 
and that their Departure would be at no long 
Diſtance from their Arrival, left him to ma- 
nage the Affairs of State by himſelf, and en- 
tertain'd himſelf in ſeein what he thought 
moſt worthy of his Curjofity. He viſited the 
Temples, was a Witneſs of the ſuperſtitious 
| 11 n there, and was often 
: pted to throw don their Idols, 
ce evitably mung 
0 
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out the prudent Remonſtrances of the Foxbaſ- 
ſador. | . 
He would wiliggly bave penetrated into the 
Aſylum of the Veltak, and have ſeen their 
manner of living; but that was im 9 +H 
He had ſeveral Ne with, the High 
Prieſt ; and finding him Jefs,p PURE nn in fa. 
vour of the Lol orſhip than t 
ons, and even perceivi ing by his Keen, it he 
was not a Native of Country ; ; bis Teal 
for er im. made bim wifh 05 de abſe to 


with the Admirtion with hich ths young 


convert perſwaded that his "Example 127 
would Ra of git Authority Th the 
People. The High-Prieff, on Huld ; 


. ſo many particular Marks of Efteem, "that it 
encourage d him to ſpeak to him with Frank- 
neſs 15 5 the Horror of Mar Ran: % 
I am aſtoniſh d, faid he to him, 
Men barbarous enough. ta ſacrifice: in 
Bload their Fellaw 8 to Statugs form d 
by their own Hands, aud 12 voi 2 | 
Power and. Knowledge cannot com- 
prehend that you, my 3 who ſeem to 
bave a more extenſive Genius than the reſt 
of this Nation, fhould have become their 
High-Prieſt, and have. a nl 2 Dignity 
which obliges you to. plu nd: mp 
the Blood of your Fellpw n . 
L have 5 yet felt that Misfortune, wo, 
ply'd the High-Prieft, and I conjure . 4 
each Day to preſerve me from it. It is hut 4 
two Months ſince I was created Pontiff; J and 55 
: during the Time of 1 HO. e have _ 


3 * de 
ö * 


tao th 
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been 424 . Victim. and if the Iensces 
of the Emperor take effect, I hope to ſee no 
farther Sacrifices, Eric then enquired of him 
if, he had been long amongſt the Saxons, and 
out of what Motive they had rais d him to be 
their High-Prieft, confeſſing to him that he 
believed Fit to de a Stranger, and was ſur- 
Prized they ſhould prefer him before a Native, 
am of Nericy , rep lied he to him; a Series 
of Misfortunes, the echte of which might 
be tedious to you, conducted me in ſpi 
"myſelf to this Place. I was to have bo my 
Life here; the Compaſſion of my, Predeceflor 
forced me to preſerve it by conſcerating my 
elf to the Kere of Ef. Tis now 
teen Tears, fince J have been in this Temple; ; 
tte retired* and melancholly Life, that I have 
"always led through that Remembrance of m 
Misfortunes, which 1 could never caſt o 
"paſting amongſt the Saxons for an Effect of my 
ardent Devotion to their Gods, inclined them, 
to make me their High- Prieſt, at the Deceaſe 
of him who' had delivered me from their Hands. 
This Diſcourſe intereſting Eric in the Deſtiny 
of the Pontiff, and imagining that it might be 
an Inducement to his diſcovering himſelf far- 
ther if be knew that he alfo, was a a Norwegian, 
We afe of the fame Country, ſaid he to him, 
"educated "at ' the Court of Harold King of 
1 there are few of his Subjects whoſe 
Names are unknown to me. Reaſons of Im- 
portance have voluntarily baniſh'd me thenee 
forever; ; and if the Reeital of your Sorrows 
"can be any Eaſe to your Grief, or you can 
„wink! me capable of doing you Service, I con- 
| FE ; 
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jure you to diſcloſe them to me. Ven 


yet ſo young, my Lord, reſum'd the High- 


Prieſt looking attentively upon him, that what- 
ever Knowledge you may have of the Noble- 
men of Harold's Court, I doubt. whether.you 
have ever been inform'd ' of the. Name of a 
Prince whom all , Norway imagines to have 
been put to Death by the King's Commanc 
and whether the Adventures of the unfortu- - 
nate Clodomark have ever reached your Kar. 
Oh Heaven! cried the Prince, ſpringing into 
his Arms, is it then true that I behold in you 


the Brother of her who gave me Life, and _ 


for whom ſhe has ſhed ſo many Tear? {2 
The Pontiff extremely ſurpriaed toi find his 
Nephew in a Man whom he had believed en- 
tirely unknown to him, and feelipg. 40 his 
Heart an Emotion that proved the 

it, returned his Careſſes with equal Lranſ- 
ports: — W hat ! ſaid he to him, can you be 
that young and charming Eric whom I had 
deſtined to my deareſt Hillegande. I am ig- 


Truth of 


norant, returned the Prince, of what Happi- 


neſs you had reſerved for me; Leyen have hut 
a confuſed Knowledge of che Events of your Eo 
Life, the Princeſs my Mother having always 

avoided converſing with me upon chat Head, 
leſt ſhe ſhould raiſe within my Breaſt the 
Seeds of Hatred and Rev againſt Harold: 


but it is certain that I am Erie, and that next 
to thoſe Who gave me Birth, the ſteangeſt 


Ties of Blood attach me to q]. 

_ Oh! my Child} any; Neybow 4 for you 

no mare Sorrows. befal-me, ſince Fate bas fa 
Ws G3. _ . happily 


3 
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happily rejoined us! But, continued he, Tread 
in your thoks? the Impatience you are in to 
hear thoſe with which I have been oppreſſed; 
yet, my dear Eric, you muſt delay it till to- 
morrow, the Ceremonies of the Temple not 
permitting me to have a longer Converſation 
with you now. The young Prince was 
touched with this Delay; but unwilling to 
conſtrain *Clodomark, and more ſtrongly re 
ſolved than ever to tear him from the Altars 
of ' thoſe falſe Divinities, by the moſt earneſt 
Ferſwaſions, he agreed with him, that he 
would repair to the Temple the next Day at 
the Riſing of the Sun, and that both being 


encloſed together within its Walls, the Pon- 


tiff ſhould conceal from him none of his Mis- 
fortunes; and having then parted, Eric went 
out with a Deſign of returning to the Palace 
of the King; but wholly loſt in Thought at 
eh? he had heard, and in Aſtoniſhment at 
vibe found again a Prince, who above fif- 
ears ago had been imagined to periſh on 
the Scaffold; his Reverie ſo entirely poſſeſſed 
bim, that without Knowing where he went, 
it conducted his Steps towards the Foreſt, 
where he entered into the thickeſt Part of it, 
and did not recolle& himſelf, till at the Sight 
of an Object, whoſe uncommon Beauty threw 
| him into a freſh Surprize. | 
It was a young Woman of eighteen or 
nineteen with a Bow in her Hand, a Quiver 
upon her Shoulder, and cloathed almoſt as the 
Painters repreſent Diana. She was negli- 
_ gently leaning againſt a Tree, and ſeemed to 
liften — to * was ſaid to her by 
Wy | another 


The VES TAL. 
another Huntreſs who accompanied her; this 
prevented her from perceiving| the Prince, 
and gave him Time ſufficient to examine her 


ſuprizing Charms, and to löſe a Heart which, 


till then, Love had never preſumed to attack. 


But the Arrow with which at that Moment 
he ſtruck him, revenged him ſufficiently of 
bis having been ſo long a Rebel to his Sway. 


If the valiant Eric had not been undeceived 
from the Illuſions of Paganiſm, he would have 
taken that admirable Perſon for a Divinity of 
the Woods; but now looking upon her only as 
the moſt perfect Work of Marie: the ſuper- 
ſtitious Adoration he would formerly have felt 
for her, was then changed into the molt paſe 
ſionate and ardent Love. en 2 
Immoveable, ſenſeleſs; ſtruck with Admi- 
ration, he forgot that it was a Crime worthy 
of Death, to lift his Eyes up to the Beauties 
conſecrated to the Idol Irminſul; and the 
Tranſport he felt, making him ſhut his Eyes 
upon the Danger he run, he gave himſelf ſo 
wholly up to it, that the charming Veſtal had 
perceived him, even before he had reflected 
that he ought to fly from an Object ſo fatal to 
his Life. The Aſtoniſhment of the Veſtal was 
not leſs than his, at ſeeing an amiable Vouth ſo 
near her; but ſtill more ſurprized with thoſe 
Charms which ſhone in his Perſon; ſhe felt 
more Fear for his Danger, than Anger at his 
Temerity, A tender Compaſſion ſerzed upon 
her Soul, and unable to conquer the Move- 
ments of it, — Fly, unfortunate Wreteh! 
ſaid ſhe to him, art thou ignorant of our 


Fate 


Laws, and knoweſt thou not what dreadful 
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Fate nas; be prepared for thee, if thou waſt 
ſurprized in this Place! 
lam a Stranger, Madam, replied the "= 
putting one Knee to the Ground; I might not 
perhaps. know theſe rigorous Cuſtoms, but I 
wiſh not to have Recourſe to my Ignorance 
to juſtify myſelf ; a profound Reverie con- 
ducted me hither, my Admiration has detained 
me here, and ſomething ſtill more powerful 
makes me wiſh rather to die than to be forced 
from hence. Eric ſpoke with ſo much Grace, 
his ſubmiſlive and reſpeRful Action was ac- 
companied with an Air ſo noble and ſo ten- 
der, that the Veſtal, who began to intereſt 
berſelf in his Preſetvation, looking upon him 
with a modeſt Majeſty ; — Go, ſaid the to 
bim, retire, make uſe of this Moment in 
which my Companions have left me at Li- 
berty, and never boaſt that thou haſt ſeen the 
Prieſteſs of Irmin ſ 
At theſe Words, with a light and precipi- 
tated Flight gaining the Temple, with the 
other Veſta, ſhe diſappeared from his Eyes 
hke a Flaſh of Lig htning, and left him 4 
moſt perplex' d of al Mankind. The Impoſ- 
Gbility of ſeeing her again forced him to quit 
the the F oreſt; and returning to the Palace of 
the Ambaflador, he ſhut himſelf. up in his 
Apartment penetrated with Grief, and wiſh- 
ing himſelf at the Head of a formidable Army 
to deliver from the Hands of theſe Barbarians 
his Uncle, and the marvellous Object with 
which he was enflamed; The hols Night 
he could not cloſe his Eyes, the beauteous 
Prieſteſs, Rl to his koagingtion „ ſuf⸗ 


fered 
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fered him to take no Repoſe ;- and not being, 
able to perſwade himſelf that ſo many Per- 
fect ions were deftined by Providence to tre- 
main buried in this profane and irreligious 
Temple, he formed a Reſolution of retriev- 
ing her from thence at any Hazard. He even 


imagined that the Fear ſhe had teſtified, leſt he 5 


ſhould be ſurprized with her, came not ſo 
much from her Zeal for the Laws of the 


Country, as from the Generoſity of her Mind; 


and flattering himfelf that having it in her 
Power to deliver him up to the Rigour of 
them, and yet neglecting it, he might perhaps 
perſwade her to infringe them ſtill farther, if 
Charlemagne conquered the Saxars either by 
_ Clemency-or Force of” A rn 29 
But whilſt he abandoned himfelf in this 
manner to the Projects formed by his growing 
Love, the Priefteſs-was not without Inquie- 
tude. The Sight ef Eric had triumphed over 
a Heart which Mitibind had attacked in vain. 
The eager Purfuits of that furious Monarch 
| had conftrained her to ſeek an Aſytum, againſt 


his-Violence, in the Temple of the Veſtals of | | 


 Jrmmſul; and thinking herſelf. free not only 

from the Paſſions which ſhe might inſpire into 

the Breaſts of others,” but alſo. from thoſe 
which might arife in her own Soul, ſhe lived 
there with the Tranquillity which Innocence 
alone can give, *till it was interrupted by this 
unforeſeen Rencounter, The Perfon who had 


been with her in the Foreſt, and who was the 


moſt beloved by her of all the Veſtals, was 
the only Depoſitary of this Adventure, and of 
the Effect it had produced upon her Heart. 


„ 


What have I ſeen! my dear Tirinda, ſaid the 
to her, when they were at Liberty to converſe 
'.. _ together; What charming Object has offered 
* jitſelf to my Sight! What ſhould I have done, 
alas if any other but thou had been Witneſs 
_ of the Raſhneſs of this Unknown, and my 
Compaſſion for him! | : | 
I confeſs, Madam, replied ſhe, that I trem- 
bled for his Life, and I returned my Thanks 
to the Gods for ſoftening you in his Favour. 1 
might have called the Guards of the Temple, 
returned the Prieſteſs, and delivered him into 
their Hands; an Emotion that I could not 
overcome, reſtrained my Voice, he has eſcaped 
the Danger: but whilſt my Prudence pre- 
ſerved him from a certain Death, his indiſ- 
creet Curioſity will coſt me the Repoſe of my 
Life. Great Gods! continued ſhe, were you 
not ſatisfied with taking from me thoſe who 
gave me Being, and ſince, the only one beſides 
who could return me to my native Soil, with- 
out adding to it the Loſs of my Heart. This 
Thought drew Tears from her Eyes in ſuch 
abundance, that the compaſſionate Tirinda 
was for ſome time incapable of conſoling her. 
Let having employed all her Eloquence, in 
repreſenting to her that a Paſſion, whoſe Ob- 
ject would never appear again before her Eyes, 
cCould not fail of being extinguiſhed as ſpeedily 
as it had been kindled; and that her Reaſon 
would certainly ſurmount it with more Eaſe, 
than if ſhe was expoſed to ſee it continually. 
| She at length brought her to hope that Time 
would efface him from her Memory. 
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But whatever Efforts ſhe made to baniſh 
him from her Mind, ſhe paſſed the Night in 
recollecting the Agreeableneſs of his Perſon 
with ſo deep an Attachment; that ſhe was but 
too conſcious that he had made an Impreſſion 

on her Heart, which no length of Time 
could deſtroy. In the mean time, the paſ- 

ſionate Eric waited with Impatience for the 
Four of his Rendezvous, flattering himſelf 
that Clodomark might find out a Method for 
him to ſee the Prieſteſs once more, and that 
they might concert proper Meaſures for con- 
veying her privately from the Temple; and 
the Moment he ſaw the firſt Rays of the Sun, 
he repaired to the High Prieſt. The Pontiff 
of Irminſul received him with a Joy ſtrongly 
painted in his Countenance. My dear Prince, 
ſaid he, embracing him, my Forebodings did 
not deceive me when I imagined your Pre- 
ſence would terminate my Misfortunes : Hea- 
ven has this Moment reſtored to me a Part of 
what was forced from me, and the Hopes of 
finding the other. Then ſeeing that he pre- 


pared to liſten to him, he conducted him to a 


Cabinet, where no Perſon had the Privilege 
of entering without his Orders, and the 
Prince having conjured: him to: ſatisfy his Cu- 
rioſity, he began his Relation in this manner: 
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T O inſtruct you regularly, ſaid he, of my 
1 Misfortunes, and the preſent Situation of 
my Mind, I muſt begin my Diſcourſe: long 
before you ſaw the Light, and give you an 
exact Deſcription of the Court of Norway. 
Harold who now reigns, Prince Eric your 
Father, and myſelf, being all three of Royal 
Blood, were united with the ſtricteſt Friend- - 
ſhip during the Life of the late King; and as 
Harold was of the eldeſt Branch, and that we 
doubted not but that he would one Day be- 
come our Maſter, the King having. no ue, 
we uſed our utmoſt Aſfiduity to make our- 
ſelves beloved by him. He was gallant, he 
loved Amuſement, and to pleaſe him we in- 
vented continually new Entertainments, which 
rendered the Court of Drontbeim, our Capi- 
col, one of the moſt ſhining in the North. 
- The Princeſs Uriſberte, the Siſter of Eric, 
and the Princeſs Hildegarde, my Siſter, and 
your Mother,* were the principal Ornaments 
of it by their marvellous Beauty, the Charms 
of their CharaQter, and the Greatneſs of their 
Sentiments. The Friendſhip which united 
me and Eric rendering them inſeparable,” gave 
us ſuch frequent Opportunities of ſeeing them, 
and converling familiarly with them, that Love 

IJ oon joined itſelf to the Admiration the fr 
3 pk b ſpired 


—_— 
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; ſpired us with, we did not conceal from each 

Other the Emotion of our Hearts; and charm'd. 

at being in a Capacity of making each other's, 

Happineſs by. this double Alliance, we pro- 

miſed reciprocally a mutual . good 
Offices with the. Objects of our L 


ſerved” as Interpreters to each other. Eric 
was too amiable not to be beloved. Hild: 
garde, under the Veil of that Obedience, 


which ſhe ſaid ſhe owed to my Deſires, let me 


eaſily apprehend that her Heart went along 
with my, Intentions ;. and-I had the Joy to. 
learn from Eric, that the Inclinations of the 
Princeſs. Uriſberte were not lefs favourable to 
me, If you are ſenſible of the Power of Love, 
my dear Prince, added Clodamark, you will 
eaſily conceive the Satisfaction we felt at that 
Moment. Uriſberte and Fildegarde informed: 
of our Love, and Confidents of each other's, 
Tenderneſs, aſſured us mutually of our com- 
mon Felicity, and ſoon after had the Good - 
neſs to certify us of it from theig,own Mouths, . 
In the mean time, as Harold had only a gene- 
ral Gallantry without any particular Attach-- 
ment, and that he frequently told us he: 


dreaded nothing ſo much as ſeeing us engaged. 


under the Laws of. Hymen 2 bein 1 perſwaded 


that thoſe Ties cooled all Friendihip, we re- 


ſolved not to make our Inclinations known. - 
till he had fixed his Heart, being conſcious, 
that the Intereſt of the State, and his own per- 


{onal Advantage, required his making a Choice: 


before the Death of the King, whoſe: great 


Age and Infirmities threateagd. him wich a: 


ſpeedy Diſſolution. Þ "Tho? 


ve, and a 


Tho” our Paffion made us look upon this 
Delay with Chagrin, yet the Fear of loſing 
the Favour of a Prince, whoſe Confidence 
we hoped to poſſeſs when he had attained the 
ſupreme Power, made us reſtrain our Impa- 
tience, and conſtrained us to keep a profound 
Silence as to the pleaſing Intelligence that 
- reigned amongſt us. It was not much above 
a Month that we had lived in this manner, 
when Fredwiege, Princeſs of Oftrafort, arrived 
at Drontheim, As ſhe was nearly related. to 
the King, and that he wiſhed to eſpouſe her 
to Prince Harold, he had deſired the Prince of 
Oftrafert, her Father, to ſend her to his Court, 
and we had Orders to receive her with Mag- 
nificence. The Hopes which Eric and I had 
. conceived, that this new Beauty might capti- 
vate the Prince, and oblige him to give us an 
Example of a more ſolid Engagement, made 
us invent every thing that was magnificent to 
ſolemnize the Day of his Arrival, The Prin- 
ceſſes, Urisberte and Hildegarde, employed alſo 
all that Art could furniſh them with to heighten 
the Luſtre of their Beauty; and the Goart 
had never appeared with fo much Pomp. But 

by an almoſt incomprehenſible Fatality, Ha- 
rold, who till that Moment had ſhewn only a 
common Regard for the Princeſſes, thought 
them fo beautiful in theſe new Ornaments, 
that he imagined his Eyes had been cloſed till 
that Moment; and, to my Misfe-tune, 45 
_berte had the Honour of triumphing over his 
Liberty. I was too much in love not to be jea- 
lous; the exceſſive Praiſes he continually gave 

her, during the whole Day; ma deme W a 
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and Thad from that Moment a foreboding of 
the Misfortunes which have fince happen'd to 


me. | 5 1 . 
However I conceal'd my Fears and Suſpi- 
cions as much as I could poſſibly, The Prin- 
ceſſes, attended by all the Ladies of the Court, 
mounted into their Chariots in order to meet 
 Fredwiege. Harold, Eric, and myſelf, accom- 
panied with the principal Lords, were on Horſe- 
back. The Prince never quitted the Chariot 
of Uriſberte, ſaid a thouſand gallant Things 
to her, and prevented me fo entirely from 
converſing with her, that not being the Ma- 
ſter of my Jealouſy, I ſpurr'd my Horſe up 
to his Side; and addreſſing myſelf to him, and 
endeavouring to put on a. ſmiling Air; Lou 
do not conſider, my Lord, faid I to him, 
that the Princeſs of O/trafort alone ought to 
inſpire you with what you ſay to the beauteous 
Ute, / im. 
I know not, whether in ſpight of the Con- 
ſtraint I thought I put upon myſelf, he did not 
perceive in my Face a part of what paſs d in 
my Heart; but fixing his Eyes upon mine 
Clodomart, anſwer'd he haughtily, I ſhall not 
| hinder you from conſoling Fredwiege for the 


Indifference I ſhall always; have for her, and I 


forbid you ever to cenſure the Love which I. 
ſhall carry to my Grave for the adorable Uri/= 
berte, Theſe Words were a Thunder-ftroke 
to me, and my Deſpair was ſo violent that it 
would certainly have broke out but for Prince 
Eric, who having join'd me at the Moment 
of Harold's Declaration, and having heard it, 
ſpurr'd his Horſe with ſo much Violence be- 
5 oo tween” 


— 
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tween the Prince's and mine, feigning to be 
unable to ſtop him, that he ſorc'd us to ſepa- 


ate from each other to give him way, and by 


this Means oblig*d me to keep my Reſentment 
in my cn Breaſt; and drawing me off from 
the Chariot of his Siſter, he own'd to me 
that he perceived the 'Alfiduities of Harold to 
that Princeſs. But my dear Clgomark, added 
be, this Paffion is too ſudden to be durable; 

Fredwirge will appear and diſſipate your A- 
arms; barwhatever may happen I am certain 
f my Siſter, and I conjure you to be fo of the 
Promiſe 1 give you, , that ſhe ſhall never be 
any one's böt yours, Fhis Diſcoutſe calm'd 
me, and rous'd me from my Concern, and 
brought me back to Prudence; he retraced to 
my Memory the Character of the Prince, who 
in all his Pleaſutes and Amuſements loſt his 
Taſte for them when they were approved; 
and thought it ſufficient Reaſon to be obſti- 
nate in them whenever they were ſtrongly op- 
785 that if he once imagined that I loved 
Uriſberte, he would make it a Point of Ho- 
nour to force her from me; and that on the 
contrary if we appear'd both indifferent to his 


Behaviour, and attach'd ourſelves to make our 


Court to Frediuiege, he would | ſoon change 
his Sentiments, in order to oppoſe the Pro- 
greſs that either of us might make in ber E- 
ſteem. Though I was not in a Situation to 
be pleas'd with theſe Reaſons, yet I ſubmit- 
ted, and promis d him to be diſcreet. We 

had ſcarce finiſh'd this Converſation when we 
perceiv'd the Chariot of the Princeſs of Ofira- 
fort, We detach'd ourſelves from the Com- 


* 
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pany to be the firſt to ſalute her. Harold, 
who perceiv'd our Eagerneſs, and who was 
not extremely ſatisfied with the Manner in 
which Uriſberte receiv*d his Homage, followed 
us in an Inſtant with the reſt of the Noble- 
men. The Chariot of Fredwizge ſtopp'd when 
they ſaw us approach; we came up to her 
together, Harold, Eric and me. - She had no 
Knowledge of any of us, and I know not by 
what falſe Idea ſhe imagined I was the Prince; 
but taking me for him, I was the Perſon up- 
on whom her Eyes were fix'd, and the firſt 
who receiv'd the Compliment that ſhe had 
prepared For Mm TT TE ON | 

There cannot be a Deſtiny more happy 
than mine, my Lord, faid ſhe to me, Duty 
and Obedience alone conducted my Steps to 
this Place, and I ſee with equal Joy and Sur- 
prize that my Inclination will not be long be- 
fore it joins them. "Theſe Words having in- 
ſtructed me of her Error, I was willing to in- 
form her of it without giving her Confuſion 3 
for this Effect; ſaluting her with the moſt pro- 
found Reſpect — Prince Harold, Madam, re- 
ply'd I, will think his Fate ſtill more fortu- 
nate than your's, ſince nothing can equal the 
Happineſs of being able to place a Crown 
upon the Head of fo beautiful a Princeſs, At 
the ſame Time pointing out the Prince, who 
advanced towards her, I went to preſent my 
Hand to Uriſberte who was alighting from her 
Chariot with Hildegarde, tę hom Prince 
Eric paid the ſame Service. But I could not 
help remarking that Fredwiege bluſh*d extreme- 
ly, and that a Pn Melancholly appear'd 


* — ** 
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in her Eyes. I doubted not but the Shame of 
| being miſtaken was the Cauſe of it, and gave 
no farther Attentien to any thing but to the 
Manner in which Harald ſhould behave to 
her. Uriſberte, whom I conducted to the 
Chariot of the Princeſs, was not leſs atten- 
tive though from a different Motive. Eric, 
who had been Witneſs of the Reception 
given me by Fredwiege, and who had join'd 
the Princeſſes before me, had diverted him- 
ſelf with telling it them as a pleaſant Ad- 
venture; but his charming Siſter was alarm'd 
with it, and looking with Concern. upon the 
Prince her Brother —All this is a bad Omen, 
my Lord, faid ſhe, and I dread left whilft 
Prince Harold endeavours. to make me act 
the Part of the Princeſs Oftrafort, ſhe ſhould. 
wiſh to take up mine with Clodomark. I ar- 
riv'd juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking ; and ſee- 
ing Eric ſmile, I was deſiring him to tell me 
the Occaſion of it, when we found ourſelves 
ſo near to Freqwiege who had alighted to meet 
the Princeſſes, that it was impoſſible ſor me to 
inform myſelf. Harold gave her his Hand 
without looking upon her; and on her ſide 
having no more Attention ſor him than ſor 
one of her Train, her whole Care was to ex- 
amine Uriſberte and me. They addreſs'd each 
other with a Coolneſs that made feveral ima- 
gine they were chagrin'd to ſee each other ſo 
beautiful; for in effect, I do not believe there 
was then any Woman in Eurepe compara- 
ble to them; and though Fredwiege had ſome- 
thing too haughty in her Air, yet it was cer- 
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tein that Heart muſt have been already preju- 
diced which could reſiſt her Attractions. 
In the mean time the Princeſſes embraced. 


HAildegarde had a large Shaxe in the Applauſes 


that were given to theſe three Perſons who. 
ſeem'd to have reaſſembled: all the Graces'of. 
their Sex. Fredwzege expreſs'd much more 
Friendſhip -to . my Siſter . than to Uryſberte - 
They both mounted into her Chariot, and. 
Prince Haroid being oblig'd to entertain the 
Princeſs of Oftrafert, left us the Liberty of 
ſpeaking to the Objects of our Wiſhes; but 
it was only of indifferent Things; Frediuiege 
lending too much Attention to our Diſcourſe: 
for us to hazard explaining ourſelves in what: 
intereſted our Hearts, What ſhe ſaid to the: 
Prince was of no greater Importance, and ne- 
ver Converſation was colder, or had leſs Con- 
nexion, which continued *till we arrived at 
the Palace, where the King waited for us, at- 
tended by the reſt of the Ladies and Noblemen 
of the Court. 3 „„ 
The Remainder. of the Day paſs'd in Com- 
pliments and Ceremony; and as ſoon as we: 
could retire, Eric and I ſeiz'd the Opportu- 
nity to repair to the Apartment of Uriſberte, 
where ſhe was ſhut up with Hildegarde. We 
found them extremely melancholly, and I: 
imagined L ſaw ſome Tears upon the Face of 


- 


my Princeſs, J eagerly demanded the Occaſion 
of them, and teſtified my Inquietude upon the 
Prince's Paſſion, — You have nothing to fear, 
reply'd ſhe looking tenderly on me, all the 
Crowns of the Univerſe are not capable of 
making me forget that I am deſtin'd for Quo- 
„ e domart; 
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domark; but, Prince, one Glance of Fred- 
wiege may make you loſe the Remembrance 
of what you owe to the faithful Uri/berte. 
Ibis Hint of Jealouſy ſhew'd her Tender- 
_ nefs too plainly for me to be offended at it; 
but unwilling it ſhould take Root within her 
| Breaſt, I ftrove to prove to her that I had no 
Deſign upon the Princeſs of Oftrafort, and that 
there was no Stratagem I would not make uſe 
of to haſten her Marriage with Harold, and 
the more as what Fredwiege had ſaid to me 
_ plainly prov'd her Love to that Prince. That 
was no Proof, replied ſhe eagerly, unleſs 
' the wiſh'd you to have been Hareld, and 
is in Deſpair that you are not ſo. My dear 
_ Clhodomark, then ſaid Eric, who ſaw me loſt in 
Thought, the Remark of Uriſberte is juſt, the 
Heart of Frediuiege bas declared for you, ard 
by a moſt ſingular Adventure, whilſt Harold's 
Hch&our to my. Siſter rais'd a Jealouſy in 
you, the Princeſs of Oftrafort's caus'd the ſame 
Suſpicion in his Soul, However, continued 
He, ceaſe your mutual Alarms, you love each 
other, and ought to have no Biſtruſt, but 
endeavour mutually to procure your being 
happy : and to ſucceed in it, whatever Fears 
_ Uryſberte may conceive, you ought to con- 
ſtrain yourſelf to pay your Court to Fredwiege 
with ſo much Aſſiduity as to give Harold Un 
ealineſs: I know his Character, the Moment 
he perceives your Inclinations turn that Way, 
be will attach himſelf to her; his Genius is 
lively and penetrating, and doubtleſs having _ 
Temark'd your Inquietude upon his Gallantry 
to my Siſter, it was a ſecret Entertainment to 


_ 
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him to augment it. Follow therefore the 
Counſel. that I give you, and depend upon it, 
that if he finds himſelf lighted by Uriſberte, 
and ſees you are in Favour with Fredwtege, he 
will immediately declare for her. 

 Uriſberte did not approve this Advice, nei- 
ther was it -more to my Taſte. What hex 
had oblig*d me to-perceive in the Procedures! 
the Princeſs of "O/trafort, augmented ſtill far- 
ther the Repugnance I felt at paying her an) 
Homage: and Honour uniting with the Pat- 
ſion I felt for the Siſter of Eric, I look dq upon 
the Part he would have me undertake.as un- 
wotthy of a Man of Honour; and Whatever 
Arguments H/Jegarde and he could make uſe 
of, 1 ranged myſelf on the Party of Uriſberte, 
and proteſted to. them I would never enter in- 
to ſo dangerous an Enterprize. Eric told me 
that. he would force me to be happy in'ſpight - 
of myſelf, and we parted without concluding 
upon any Meaſures, '1,paſs'd;the Night with- 
out Repoſe, and the next Day did not pro- 
cure me more Satisfaction. It. Ws not gf 
for me to ſee Uriberte but in the Princeſs. of 
Oltrafort's Apartment, where I immediately 
repaired. *Her Court was numerous, The be- 
ing already lookꝰd upon as their future Queen. 
The King had juſt enter d; he entertain d 
Fridwiege in private, and Prince Harold ſeining 
upon that Opportunity, addreſs'd the Siſter of 
Eric. "Tis impoflible to expreſs what I ſuf- 
fer'd during this Converſation, The King 
Tretir'd, and the Princeſs of Qftrafort returning: 
to the Circle, call'd Hildegarde. and placed her 
near her. Eric was behind them, and they 
5 OR 7 0 
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ſpoke low for ſome time; after which Fredwiege 
making me a Sign to approach them, I obeyed, 
looking friendly upon me; Clodomark, ſaid ſhe 
to me with a Smile, I had Reaſon Yeſterday 
to wiſh you might have been Harold, you ap- 
win the only one in this Aﬀembly whoſe 
cart is free: the Prince has no Eyes but for 


© Uriſterte, Eric ſees only Hildegarde, and you 


and I run a Riſque of being extremely tired, 
: we remain Spectators only of ſo much Gal- 
ntry. | „ 
3 5 certain, Madam, replied I, that the 
Princeſs Fredwiege alone ought to captivate all 
Hearts: yet ſhe ought not to regard theſe 
Trifles which wound the Delicacy of her Sen- 
timents; and the moſt certain Method of not 
being tired, is to employ her Thoughts wholly 
upon the Crown ſhe is going to wear; that Ho- 
nour regards Prince Harold alone; and Clodo- 
mark is only deſtined to bear his whole Liſe- 
time the Character of his moſt faithful Subject. 
I Þ ſhall follow your Advice, returned ſhe 
haughtily, I ſhall reign. I was embarraſſed in 
what manner I ſhould anſwer her, when Prince 
Harold came to join us, either diſguſted with 
the Contempt of Uriſberte, or jealous of the 
Kindneſs the. Princeſs of Oſtrafort ſthewed 
me, and deſirous to ftop the Courſe of it, he 
quitted her no more the whole Day. But1 
was not the more happy; Ur4{berte was in an 
_ Inftant ſurrounded by ſo many Courtiers, that 
it was impoſſible for me to ſpeak to her, 1 
fine, without giving you a farther Detail of 
the Pains I felt from Love aud Jealouſy, I 
ſhall only tell you that I was four Days with- | 
4 1 . 
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out being able to meet either that Princeſs or 
my Siſter alone, and to ſee I was obliged: to 
repair to the Apartment of Fredwizge, from 
whom they were inſeparable : I even per- 
ceived that Harold treated me with extreme 
Coolneſs, and that Eric avoided my Prefnce. 
Deſpair began to ſeize upon my Soul, and 
I ſhould certainly have been guilty of ſome 
raſh Action, if, on the fifth Day, Prince Eric 
had not entered my Apartment with an Air 
that diſſipated all my Alarms. My dear Clodo- 
_ mark, ſaid he, embracing me, pardon me the 
Conduct I have been obliged to uſe, it was 
neceſſary to our mutual Felicity. Uriſberte, 
\ Hildegarde, and myſelf, have ated in Con- 
cert to perſwade the Prince that you loved 
Fredwiege, and that that Princeſs, irritated 
at his Indifference, had ſome Inclination to 
liſten to you. Our Stratagem has produced 
its Effect: jealous of his Rights over the 
Heart of Frediuiege, he has recalled his from 
the Chains of my Siſter ; he has given more 
Attention to the Charms of the Princeſs, is 
become ſeriouſly in love with her, and has juſt 
now preſſed the King to. haſten his Marriage. 
The E for it are ordered; I conjure 
you, by the Deſire of Ury/berte, to conſtrain 
ourſelf to Silence till the Moment of its Ce- 
ebration, You muſt be as much in Love a» 
I was, to conceive the Joy I felt at this News: 
I returned a "thoufand Thanks to Eric, and 
1 every thing that he exacted from me. 
We went together to pay our Duty to the 
King, where I received the Confirmation of 
what he 


- 


told me; from thence we pailed 


AS 
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to the Apartment of Fredwiege, Harold was 
with her; and I affected an Air of. Coldneſa 
when I wiſhed them mutual Happineſs. The 
Prince took it for Concern,. and applauded 

himſelf in ſecret for his Triumph, and Fred- 
wiege appeared to be touched with it. At 
_ the Marriage, which. was ſo much 
wiſhed for, was performed with a ſurprizing 
Magnificence; the whole Court appeared at 
it with the utmoſt Luſtre, and tho? the Joy of 
the Multitude was exceſſive, mine was ſtill 
* I did not, however, let it appear, and 
preſerved my feigned Melancholy till the 
Moment when the Court had left the Temple 
and returned to the Palace, when Prince Ha- 
rold calling me to him, Cledomark, ſaid he, 
holding out his Hand to me, let us become 
Friends once more; I pardon you for having 
loved Fredwiege, pardon me for deſigning to 
ſeize upon the Heart of Uriſberte; let us re- 
turn to our firſt Chains, and that we may have 
nothing to reproach each other with, follow 
my Example, eſpouſe the Siſter of Eric, and 
beſtow your's upon him. 

The Frankneſs of the Prince moved my 
Heart, all my Friendſhip for him was reani- 
mated; I threw myſelf at his Feet, and pro- 
teſting to him that I had never raiſed any De- 
fires to the Princeſs of Oftrafort, I expreſſed 
the moſt lively Gratitude. to him for granting 

| me, Ur;/berte. He gave no great Credit to my. 
= Prateſtations; but that did not diminiſh his; 
| '  Googneſs. to me. You. will. eaſily judge, my 
dear, Prince, that we would; nat; delay the. 
making Uſe of it. Thoſe Ties which were 
8 o 
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to form the Happineſs of my Life and that of 
Eric's, united us for ever to our Princeſſes 
ſome few Days after the Marriage of Harold, 
with whom Freſumed my antient Familiarity ; 
but as he was truly in Love with the Princeſs 
bis Conſort, and naturally inclined to Jea- 

louſy, I perceived he 2 always uneaſy When 
I was near enough to ſpeak to her without his 
hearing our Converſation, I reſolved therefore. 
to leave the Court for ſome time with UN. 
berte; and as I had Affairs of Intereſt to re- 
gulate at Berghen, where I poſſeſſed large Re- 
venues, I made uſe of that Pretext to deſire 
Permiſſion of the Prince to paſs ſome Months 
there. He granted it me, and I ſaw it was 
with Pleaſure, Zildegarde and her Spouſe. 
felt a Concern for it; but ſeeing, as plainly as 
myſelf, the Conſequence of deſtroying the 
Prince's Ideas, they could not blame my Con- 
duct, Our Separation was moſt touching, 
Uriſberte and my - Siſter having as tender a 
Friendſhip as Eric and myſelf, We departed, 
and we arrived at Berghen; our Situation there 
was ſo charming, joined to. the Tranquillity 
we enjoyed in it, that inſtead of four or ve 
Months which we deſigned to ſpend there, 
we paſled four whole 95 ſtill deſigning 
every Dy tod rtr 1 RE 
During this Interval of Time Hildegard 
brought you into- the World, and my dear 
Uriſberte was ſeveral times a Mother, with- 
out having the Conſolation of preſerving thoſe 
Children which ſhe brought into the, World. 
At length, the fourth Year after our Arrival at 


= 


Bergben, ſhe became with Child, and pre- 


ſented 
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more dear to us, as ſhe was by the Death of 


that we had left Bergben. The Princeſs Fred- 
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the others become the only Pledge of our 
Loves. Uriſberte imagining that the Air of 
Berghen had been fatal to her Children, con- 


jured me to return to Drontheim. Hildegarde 


and Prince Eric had long follicited us to it; 


even Harold himſelf preſſed me in a manner 


that made me believe four Vears of Marriage 
had cured him of his Suſpicions. All theſe 
Conſiderations determined me to leave Berg- 
Zen, which 1 did as ſoon as Uriſberte could 
perform the Journey without Danger. We 

given to the Princeſs, our Daughter, the 
Name of Hildegarue, out of Tenderneſs for 


my Sifter, who began to conceive the moſt 
ſenſible Pleaſure in the Thoughts of educat- 


ing her along with you, our Deſign being fixed 
one Day to unite you in the ſame Ties with 
which we were joined, to tranſmit our For- 
tune and our Friendſhip together to Poſterity. 
But alas! when we arrived at Drontherm, we 


met nought but Mourning, Tears, and Sighs, | 


Prince Eric, your Father, had then juſt ex- 
pired, after an Illneſs of fixteen Days. 
Hi rde was inconſolable, Harold in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs, and the whole Court weep- 
ing for his Loſs. Uriſberte never quitted my 


Saiter, and l employed my utmoſt Care to re- 


lieve her Sorrows and to ſuppreſs my own. 


This Misfortune was a fatal Omen to us, the 
blackeſt Apprehenſion troubled our Souls, and 


almoſt without' knowing what it was we 
dreaded, both Ur:isberte and myſelf repented 


wiege 
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wicze expreſſed ſo tender a Compaſſion for us, 
and the Prince ſo much Conſideration, that 
we were diſpleaſed with ourſelves at the ſmall . 
Returns of Gratitude we felt in our Hearts. 
We were in this Situation when the King, 
finiſhing his Courſe, quitted the Crown and 
his Life. Tho? the Throne deſcended, with- 
out Diſpute, to Prince Harold, yet there was 
raiſed a Party amongſt the Grandees, which 
gave him Reaſon to fear they had a Deſign to 
render the Monarchy elective. Even the 


Great Council oppoſed the Coronation of H- . 


veld, and publiſhed an Edict, forbidding him 
to be proclaimed King till the States we 
allembled to decide dis Right. — 
Incenſed at the Infidelity of the Grandees, 
and at the Weakneſs of the People, I put my- 


ſelf at the Head of thofe Troops whom I had 


determined ſhould take up Arms in favour of 
Harold, I beſieged the Palace where the Gran+ 
dees held their Confult, and giving no Quar- 
ter to thoſe who at farft put ſelves into a 
Poſture of Defence, I threatened to put all 
the reſt to the Sword, if they did not upon 
the Spot acknowledge Prince Harold as law- 
ful King of Norway; and leaving a Part of 
my Troops to ſupport the Advantage I. had 
there, I marched with the Remainder to the 
Palace of that Prince, who knowing nothing 
of what had paſled, waited there for the Re- 
| ſult of the Council. 1 made him immediately 
mount a Horſe of State, placed him in the 
Centre of my little Army, and conducted 
him to the Temple, crying, Long live King 
Harold, The Multitude, animated by our 


SEA Example, 
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1 Example, did the ſame, and the High Prieſt 
| having crowned him, and put upon him the 
| | _ Ornaments of Royalty, with the loudeſt Ac- 
—_ clamations of the Soldiery and the People, 
they conducted him to a triumphal Chariot, 
in which he returned to the Palace, attended 
with the fame Applauſe, After his returning 
to the Council,, who had been informed of 
this vigorous Action, I ſaw them meeting me 
in a Body, to beg of me to conduct them in 
Safety to the King, dreading to be expoſed to 
JJ... People 7 in 3 
We did what they deſired, and the new 
King behaving with Clemency, feigned to 
believe that what they did was deſigned for 
the Good of the State, and pardoning them 
all in general and in particular, in leſs than 
twenty-four Hours his Power was as firmly 
eſtabliſhed as if he had reigned ſeveral Years. 
It was impoſlible for any thing to equal the 
Careſſes he gave me, or to be compared to the 
Honours I received from the Queen, My 
Siſter and my Wife ſeemed to be her deareit 
Favourites, and it was ſufficient for me to ap- 
prove any Affair to be certain the King and 
that Princeſs would agree to it. I paſſed eight 
Months in this manner, my Favour augment- 
ing continually ; when one Evening returning 
to my Palace, one of the Guards gave me a 
Letter and diſappeared. I entered into my 
Apartment to read it; but, Heavens! what a 
Terror ſeized me when I perceived it was the 
Queen's, who writ to me in a manner that 
could only be inſpired by the ſtrongeſt and 
molt ardent Paſſion, I was long _— m 
| | what 


4.4 0 
. : 
1 
49 : 
= 
* 1 ; 
1 F 
* 
1 
1 
1 
| \ 
[ 

! 

| 


CLODOMARMK. 173 
what manner to behave ; at length L reſolved 
to conceal it, to act as if it had not been deli- 


vered to me, and above all, to hide from 


Uriſberte the ſhameful Paſſion of the Queen, 
I executed this Project; but that inconſi- 
derate Princeſs cauſed feveral other Letters 
to be delivered to me in the ſame manner; 
and ſeeing me ſtill behave to her with a Diſ- 
tance and Reſpect, that made her imagine I 
had no Suſpicion of the Hand from whence 
they came; ſhe ſurmounted all the Bounds 
of Honour and Decency to inform me of it.“ 
One Day as I was coming out of the King's 
Apartment, who by a flight Indi ſpoſition was 
detained in Bed, I met the Queen, as ſhe was 


returning into her own. Clodomark, faid ſhe 


to me, taking my Hand to reſt upon, I want 
to ſpeak to you, conduct me ta my Cloſet. 


on to you that thoſe Words made me trem- 


ble; I ſtrove to excuſe myſelf, pretending I 


had a preſſing Order from the King, which 1 
was to acquit myſelf of immediately; but ſne 
_ conſtrained me to follow her, aſſuring me that 


ſhe would not detain me a Moment. | 
Her Women all remained in her Apart- 
ment, and. we entered alone into this fatal 


| Cloſet. She ordered me to ſhut the Door; 


and that Moment looking fixedly upon me, 


— Have not you lately received, ſaid ſhe to 
me, ſeveral Letters without a Name? I 
wiſhed to diſſemble, and appearing furprized, | 


I told her I had not. You would impoſe upon 
me, reſumed fhe, I am certain of it, and 1 


muſt know from whom they came; I have 
Suſpicions which are of Importance to me to 
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_ Diflimulation, I loved thee from the Moment 
had made thee a King in any other Part of 
the Earth, Fredwiege would never have been 


expect the Happineſs of my Life. 


thou ſhalt conſent to my Love or die. Sen- 
tence my Death, replied I with the utmoſt 
Firmneſs, the moſt ſacred Ties of Duty and 
Love have fixed my Heart, you may peirce it, 


me with Fury, retire, and never let me ſee thee 


Words, I opened the Cloſet with the utmoſt 
Precipitation, and concealing as much as I 
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be faticfied in. This Diſcourſe making me be- 


lieve I had been miſtaken, I anſwered that it 
was true that I had been ſecretly writ to, but 


that I was ignorant who it was that endea- 


voured to amuſe herſelf, by writing to me in 


a Language ſhe might be certain I could not 
underſtand. How! would not underſtand, 


ungrateful Wretch, interrupted ſhe ; haſt thou 
forgot that at my Arrival here I took thee for 


Harold, and that I have a thouſand times ſince 
wiſhed thou couldſt become ſo! For, cruel _ 
Man, added ſhe, it is no longer a Time for 


I faw thee, but I wiſhed to reign ; if Fate 


Queen of Norway. It was from me that theſe 
Letters came, and it is from thee alone that! 


Ah! Madam, eried I, throwing myſelf at 
her Feet, to what a dangerous Trial have you 
put my Fidelity to my King! Can you ima- 
gine me capable of ſo black a Perfidy, and can 
Harold have perſwaded you to ſuch a Strata- 
gem! It is no Trial, rephed ſhe eagerly, ſeek 

no vain Excuſes to refuſe my Tenderneſs, 


but you can never poſſeſs it. Go, ſaid ſhe to 


more. I did not give her Leave to repeat theſe 


— 


- 


could 
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could the Emotion there was upon my Face, 
returned home penetrated with Deſpair. 
Uriſberte was with my Siſter; and irreſolute 
how I ſhould act, I had been more than an 
Hour conſidering how I might fly from the 

Sight of a Princeſs fo unworthy of her Rank, 
when, by the King's Command, a Party came 
to ſeize upon-me and conduct me to the Fort, 
I immediately was conſcious from whence the 
Blow came; but I reſolved to keep Silence, 
to obey and to die, rather than reveal z Secret 
which muſt be an equal Shame and Confuſion 
to Harold and to his unworthy Confort. 

The Officer who was ſent to apprehend 
me, had formerly ſerved under me; he ex- 
preſſed a ſenſible Regret at being obliged to 
execute the King's Commands, and to prove 
it to me, he left me at Liberty to convey away 
any thing that I feared might be a Detri- 
ment to me, to be found in my Palace; but F 
had no Occaſion to make uſe of this Indul- 
| gence; I followed him to the Fort, the Go- 
vernor of which, named Araſpes, was as ſur- 
prized as he was afflicted at this Sight, having 
been always attached to me, and owing that 
conſiderable Poſt wholly to my Friendſhip. 
He would not ſuffer me to have any other 
Apartment but his own, where, notwith- 
ſtanding all that I could fay, he ordered a Bed 
to be ſet up, that he might be always near me 
for my Conſolation and for my Safety, He 


aſked me a thouſand times what could be the 


Occaſion of ſuch a Treatment, and what 1 
had done that could oblige Harold to forget 
that he owed his Crown to me: but continu- 
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ing frm in the Reſolution I had taken, I told 
him I was not conſcious of any thing I had 
been guilty of, that I was ignorant of what 
Crime I was accuſed, and that I fhould have 
the ſtrongeſt Obligation to him if he could 
know it, and inform me of it, I conjured 
bim alſo to let the Princefs Uriherte know I 
intreated her = to be alarmed, and begged 
him to obtain Permiffion for her to ſee me, 
Araſpes ailured me that he would acquit him- 
me faithfully of theſe Commiſſions, add- 
g, that he would ſpare nothing to releaſe me 
— this Place, and that if the King could 
forget himfel{ ſo far as to deſign that I ſhould 
periſh, he would run any Riſque to preſerve 


me. With this Reſolution he repaired to the 


Palace, where the whole Court, was in Aſto- 


niſhment and Conſternation at my Adventure, 


the Subject of which was openly ſpoken of, 
which was, that I had attempted upon the 
Honour of the Queen, having been in Love 
with her even before her Marriage; that I 
had faſtened the Door of her Cabinet to be 
alone with her; that I had even endeavoured 
to uſe Violence, and that perceiving ſhe was. 
going to call out for Succours, I had eſcaped 
with exceſhve Swiftneſs; that at the ſame 
Moment that diſtracted Princeſs, with her 
Hair diſhrevell'd, and all in Teams, had gone 
and thrown herſelf at the Feet of the King, 
to demand Vengeance for the Outrage I had 
been guilty of; that Harold, irritated at my 
Inſolence, and penetrated with the Sorrow of 
the Queen, had commanded me to be arreſted, 
pro- 
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proteſting loudly, that my Death ſhould ſoon 
follow my Impriſonment. nes 

Araſpes hearken'd to all, and in Secret did 
me the Juſtice not to believe it in the leaſt, 
having been w ſole Confident in all that had 
formerly paſs'd between Fredibiege, Uriſberte, 
and myſelf; but concealing what he thought, 
and judging that my Enemies were too ſtrong 
to ſuffer any Juſtification of myſelf, he form'd 
his Plan that Moment; and to have it the 
more in his Power to do me Service he ſeem'd 
even more irritated than the reſt at my pre- 
tended Attempt, and went into the King's 
Apartment to teſtify his Reſentment and re- 
ceive his Orders. He found there my dear 
Uriſberte, and the Princeſs your Mother, who 


embracing his Knees conſur'd him only to i 


hear me: but this Monarch was in ſo dread- 
ful a Rage, that ſtruggling from their Hold, 
and looking upon them with Eyes burning 
with Anger—He ſhall die, faid he then, no- 
thing ſhall move me, I have too long known 


his audacious Wiſhes, and I will neither ſee ; 


nor hear him. At. theſe Words turning to 
Araſpes, he commanded him to make known 
my Sentence to me, and that the next Day 
he ſhould take Care I loſt my Head upon a 
Scaffold. The Cries of Uriſberte and Hilde- 
garde redoubled to ſũch a degree at this inhu- 
man Command, that Part of the Court touch*d 


with their Deſpair proſtrated themſelves at the 


Feet of Harold to obtain my Pardon; and as 
in the Number of Courtiers there were ſeveral 
who were truly my Friends, they hazarded 
ſaying to him, that there ſhould be _— 

| e ves 
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Lives in Danger before my Blood was ſhed, 
Araſpes making uſe of ſo bold a Menace, to - 
which the King made no Anfwer but by a ter- 
rifying Look as he retired into his Cloſet, fol- 
lowed him there, and repreſented to him that 
it would be imprudent to put me to Death 
publicly, that the Soldiers would undertake to 
defend me, that they might raiſe the People, 
and that he believed it would be more for the 
Intereſt of his Majeſty, to have me put to 
Death privately in the Priſon, without nam- 
ing the Day; that when it was known to be 
done, the Ardour of my Friends would be 
cool'd; and that having loſt all Hopes of 
preſerving me, they would never embark 
themſelves in a Revolt which could be of no 
Service to them. Harold was ſo firmly per- 
ſwaded that I was guilty, and the Dekire = 
Vengeance had ſo ftrongly ſeized Upon bis 
Mind, that he did not regard in what manner 
J died, provided he Was but delivered from 
an odious Rival. However, he approved the 
_ Counſel of Araſpes, applauded his Prudence, 
and left it to him either to conceal my Death 
or render it public, which he thought . proper. 
As Uriſberts had remained in the King's 
Apartment, with an Intent of ſpeaking to 4 
ruſpes, ſne no ſooner ſaw him come out from 
the Cloſet, than ſhe flew towards him to en- 
quire if that Prince had not been prevailed 
upon to retract his Sentence, and whether ſhe 
might be permitted to ſee me. The faithful 
Araſpes carrying on the Part he was reſolved 
to act, anſwered her cooly, that the King bad 
determined to have me brought to a AO 
ut 
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but that he was forbid to let me ſpeak to an 
Perſon; and guitted her abruptly left the Com- 
paſſion that her exceſſive Sorrow gave him, 
| ſhould conſtrain him to alter his Tis E. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs how much 
entle Princeſs was moved to find ſo much 
Barbarity in the Heart of a Man whom I had 
raiſed to ſo high a Paſt, This Augmentation 
of her Sorrows render*'d them ſo inſupportable, 
that Hildegarde conducted her to her Palace 
„ 408 ene nn E 
But Araſpes would not long leave her in 
this dreadful Situation, and in the Evening 
repairing in Diſguiſe and without Attendance, 
to her Apartment, he calm'd a Part of her 
Alarms by diſcovering to her his Deſigns, and 
promiſing to her that ſhe ſhould ſee me in the 
Middle of the Night. In effect, he return'd 
to me, and having inſtructed me of my Crime, 
and the Fate that was prepared for me, he 
conjured me to fly that very Night. He was 
originally of Denmark,” and had Relations 
there, whoſe Friendſhip he was aſſur'd of, 
and begg'd me to retire thither for an Aſylum, 
proteſting to me that he would not delay his 
joining me there, and conducting me along 
with him, my Wife and my Daughter, when 
the Report of my Death ſhould have cloſed 
the King's Eyes on his Behaviour. He told 
me that he had, in the Dungeons of the Fort, 
a Criminal whom he would put in my Place, 
and that in my Habit, and under my Name, 
he ſhould undergo the Puniſhment deſtin'd to 
me, whilſt in a ſecure Diſguiſe I ſhould con- 
duct my Steps to Denmark. As the Time was 


* 
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preſſing, and there was no other Poſſibility of 
Relief, I accepted his Offers. He went to 
8 all Things; and when he had ren- 
ered his Project ſure of Succeſs, he returned 
to me, and conjured me ſo earneſtly to con- 
fide in him the Truth of what had paſſed be- 
tween the Queen and me, that I could not 
_ excuſe myſelf; but obliging him to ſwear to 
me that the fatal Secret ſhould never paſs his 
Lips, and that not even Uriſberte ſhould have 
any Knowledge of it, I related to him all 
. that he wiſhed to know; and to give him a 
x Proof of my Sincerity, I ſhewed him the Let- 
| ters which that Princeſs had writ to me, and 
which 1 had upon me when I was ſeized. He 
read them over with the laſt Aﬀoniſhment 
and having got Poſſeſſion of them under Pre- 
text of my leaving my Habit for him who. 
was to ſuffer Death in my Place, he locked 
them up, promiſing to reſtore them to me. 
You muſt preſerve them, ſaid he to me; if 
Fredwiege ſhould die before the King, they 
might be of Uſe to make him ſenſible of her 
IE. 5 : 
It was in this manner that we converſed, 
till the Time when all in the-Fort were bu- 
ried in Sleep. Then the Goren, having 
diſguiſed me in the Habit of a Sdidier, made 
me paſs down a private Staircaſe, at the Foot 
of which there ſtood a Centinel, whom he 
commanded to open a Door which led to a 
Ditch, over which a Draw-Bridge was let 
down. I perceived that the Soldier was privy . 
to the. Myſtery by the Silence he. obſerved. 
We paſled over the Bridge, and the faithful 


» tinged 


of Denmark, where I 8 to wait for him. I 
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Araſpes, guiding my Steps by a thouſand Bye- 
waysunknown to me, conducted me to my on 
Palace without the leaſt Obſtacle. Uriſberts 
had ſent her People to reſt; and waited for me 
alone with the Nurſeof my Daughter, of whoſe 
Fidelity ſhe was ſecure, We embraced each 
ether a thouſand times; I conjured her to be- 
lieve that I never had had the leaſt Thought of 
Love for the Queen, that my Fidelity to her 


was inviolable, and that the Crime that was 


impoſed upon me was a Stratagem of the King 
and that Princeſs to have a Pretext to ruin me. 
There needed no Efforts to perſwade her of 
this Truth; but I was obliged to uſe my ut- 
moſt Strength of Argument to prevent her 
from eſcaping with me. However, both A- 
raſpes and myſelf made her ſo plainly com- 
prehend of what Importance it was that I 
ſhould be believed to be dead, to hinder them 
from following my Steps, and puniſhing Araſ- 
pes, that ſhe at length conſented to my De- 
parture alone. The Governor haſtened us in 
our Adieus, and having torn me from the 
Arms of that dear Wife, he conducted me 
without the Gates of the City, where I found 
waiting for me three of the braveſt Soldiers 
under his Command, with Horfes ready to 
mount, and to accompany me to the Fron- 
tiers of Denmark, I had concluded with 
Araſpes that I ſhould make myſelf known to 
his Family under the Name of Goroman, an 
Officer diſcontented with the King of Vor- 
Way, and that I came to enter into the Service 


was 
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was charged with Letters from him, in which 
he recommended me ſo earneſtly to his Rela- 
tions, that I had no occaſion of employing 
many Words to be received favourably by 
them, I embarked upon the Sea of Denmart#, 
and arrived in that Kingdom without any 
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'F HE Family of Araſpes perfectly anſwer d 
what he had hoped for from them; and if 
they had known me for what I was, I could 


not have exacted more Attention, nor more 


Reſpect from them. I remained three Months 
there in continual Inquietude for his Fate and 
that of Uriſberte,” but at length k had the Sa- 
tisfaction to ſee them arrive, I forgot all my 
Miſeries when I embraced ſo dear a Witez 
and ſo faithful a Friend, and the Sight of my 
Child was an Increaſe to my Joy. Aſter the 
firſt Tranſports, inſpired by the Pleaſure of 
being again reunited, were over, they in- 
formed me of Events which threw me into 
the greateſt Aﬀtoniſhment, and rendered Uriſ⸗ 
berte a thouſand times more dear to me. They 
inſtructed me that, the next Day after my 
Departure from Drontheim, Araſpes, in Pre- 
ſence of the whole Garriſon at the Fort, be- 
headed the Criminal whom he had cauſed to 
take my Name and Habit. That unfortunate 
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Wretch, who expected to periſh in the moſt 
cruel Torments, found himſelf ſo much eaſed 
by this Change, that he went to his Death 
with an Air of Intrepidity, that ſtrengthen'd all 
Minds in their Opinion that it was me. For 
you are not ignorant that it is the Cuſtom of 
Norway to cover the Faces of thoſe People of 
Diſtinction. who are beheaded, leſt they ſhould 
excite, by their Looks, a Compaſſion dange- 
rous to that fatal Ceremony. This poor 
Wretch then was executed, and that ſo dan- 
gerous a Myſtery might not be diſcovered, 
Araſpes had the Body wrapped up that very 
Moment, and conveyed, . according to. our 
Cuſtoms, into the Vault deſtined for the Se- 
pulchre of our Princes. 
This was no fooner performed than he in- 
ſtructed the King of my Death, who imme- 
diately publiſhed it himſelf to his whole Court. 
'The City learned it in an Inſtant; and this 
ſudden Execution raiſed fo much Terror and 
- Aſtoniſhment in the Spirits of all the People, 
that no Perſon either dared to complain or to 
' regret me. Ur:sberte, who would npt confide 
her Secret to my Siſter, that her neal Tears 
might ſupport the Stratagem of Arajpes, ap- 
peared inconſolable. In the mean time Araſ- 
pes, who was reſolved not to leave the Crime 
of Fredwiege unpuniſhed, perceiving that 
there was not the leaſt Doubt of my Death, 
went to Urisberte and gave her a full Recital 
of all that paſſed between the Queen and me, 
delivered to her the Letters of this unworthy | 
Princeſs, and (conjured her not to leave this 
Blot upon my Memory, nor to leave Norway | 
a» r without 
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without having undeceived the unjuſt and un- 
grateful Harold, 2 
It is eaſy. to imagine the Pleaſure this Diſ- 
covery gave the Princeſs, whatever good Opi- 


nion ſhe had had of me, her Virtue alone wass 


what ſpoke to her in my Favour, and her- 
Heart was ſurrounded with a ſecret Jealouſy: 
that ſhe could not overcome; but ſuch con- 


vincing Proofs of my Innocence having. re- 
animated all her Love, ſhe only conſidered 


how ſhe ſhould make the Truth appear in a+ 
manner as glorious to herſelf as it was ſhame-- 

ful to Fredwiege. She ſecured the Letters, 
and without communicating. her Project to 
Araſpes, ſhe aſſured him he ſhould have-Rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied with her Behaviour, and 
that if I had had the Sorrow of meeting with 


an ungrateful King, I ſhould at leaſt have the 


Pleaſure of being convinced that L had a Wife 
and a Friend worthy of my utmoſt Tender 


neſs. The following Day, cloathing herſelf 


in the mournful Ornaments of a Widow pe- 
netrated with her Loſs, ſhe repaired to the 
Apartment of the King, at the Time when 


be was ſurrounded with the greateſt Noble- 


men of the Kingdom. Ara/pes told me that 
ſhe was ſo- beautiful in that Habit, that there 


was a Murmur of Applauſe around the King, 


which plainly made known the Admiration - 
that ſhe created in their Hearts. Harold him- 
ſelf was ſtruck with it; and advancing to- 
wards her with a melancholy and reſpectful 
Air, he aſſured her he did not confound her in 
the Crimes of her unfaithful Huſband; and, 
2 ü that 
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that if ſhe deſired any Favour, ſhe might be 
certain of obtaining it, 
Since you aſſure me ſo, my Lord, replied 
me, throwing herſelf at his Feet, I demand 
being admitted to make the ordeal Trial of 
the Burning Iron, in witneſs of the Innocence 
of my unfortunate Huſband: I am ſenſible 
this Action will not reſtore him to Life, but 
fince no Perſon is ignorant of what he was 
accuſed of, and the Puniſhment he has ſuf- 
ered, it is my Duty to make his Juſtification 
as public and as authentic. The Queen alone 
18 guilty, and has revenged herſelf for having 
found in Clodomart a Subject too virtuous for 
her, and too faithful to his King for to yield 
to her criminal Deſires; and this Truth I 
will prove at the Hazard of my Life, Ha- 
rold turned pale at this Diſcourſe, and ap- 
- peared ſpeechleſs; the whole Court ſur- 
rounded them both, ſaying openly, that it was 


not in the King's Power to refuſe the De- 


mand of Urisberte; and that Monarch having 
recollected himſelf, and looking attentively - 
upon her — But, Madam, ſaid he to her, do 

you know to what Danger you are going to 
expoſe yourſelf? Do you confider that by ac- 
_ the Queen unjuſtly, you will ſubject 
yourſelf to the moſt dreadful Puniſhment, 1 
know it all, my Lord, reſumed ſhe haſtily, - 
but J fear nothing: Cl:domark choſe rather to 
die than to diſcover your Shame, and I cannot 


live without juſtifying him. Theſe, ſaid ſhe, 


preſenting to him the Letters of the Queen, 
ade che ttt Proofs of his Innocence, which 
FR... 2 Chance 
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Chance has thrown into my Hands; and the 
ſecond will be to ſee me return unhurt from 
the Trial of the burning Iron, Re; 

The Situation of Haro/d's Mind at that: 
Moment is not to be expreſſed ; he liſtened to. 
the Princeſs, and at the ſame time read thoſe, 

"fatal Characters which he was but too much- 
acquainted with: He ſaw there his Diſhonour,. 
and the Paſſion of Fredwiege, ſo ſtrongly. 
painted, that it was impoſſible to give a favour- 
able Interpretation to them. He compre- 
hended too that by refuſing the Princeſs, the: * 
Queen, who had been ſo openly accuſed,. 
would moſt - inevitably remain under a Suſpi- 
cion, that the Ideas they conceived of her: - 
would reflect upon himſelf, and his Repoſe be. 
for ever difturbed by it; and therefore it would” 
be the only way he could take either to prove 
her Innocence by the Death of Urisberte, or © 
if ſhe was really criminal, to puniſh her, and 2. 
not to let his own Reputation be attackec. 
Aͤgitated with theſe different Movements, 
he remained for ſome time without making 
any Anſwer; but being preſſed by the Prin- 
ceſs and by the Nobility, he determined him- _ 
ſelf; and turning towards Urisberte — Well 
then, ſaid he, to-morrow we will be Wit-Þ if 
neſſes of this new Spectacle. And at that 
Moment ordering her to be conducted inte 
the Priſon of the Palace, and guarded and 
watched with the utmoſt Circumſpection, 4 
that there might be no Deceit in this Trial, E. 
he ſent to forbid the Queen to ſtir out of her A 
Apartment, and commanded it to be ſur- 
rounded by his Guards, The Demand of 
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_ Urizherte being immediately ſpread abroad, 
Hildegarde was terrified and affrighted at it; 
and doubting, as many others did, of my In- 
nocence, ſhe flew to throw herſelf at the 
' Knees of the King, to conjure him to look 
Mn this Princeſs as a Woman in Diſtraction, 
whom the Loſs of a beloved Huſband had de- 
1 of Reaſon. But Harold, who had had 
Beiſure to reflect upon the Letters of the 
Queen, and to recollect in his Memory the 
Precipitation with which ſhe had demanded 
my Death, anſwered her,-that it-was not in his- 
Power to retract what he had granted; that 
he was more touched than herſelf at the I!m- 
prudence of Urisberte, but that there was now- 
no Poſſibility of retreating. 5 5 
It is incredible to imagine the Impatience 
with which the Court and the City waited 
for the Moment of this Trial, which had not 
been practiſed of an infinite Time, and which 
has doubtleſs not been ſeen ſince you was 
at the Age of Reaſon. Yet you muſt have 
known that it is a Bar of Iron, made entirely 
red by the Ardour of the Fire in which it is 
put, which is given to thoſe to hold who de- 
ſire to prove their Innocence in that manner: 
If they are guilty, it entirely conſumes their 
Hands, and if innocent, they remain wholly- 
unhurt. As to me, (I confeſs my Weakneſs) 
- however innocent I was, I ſhould never have 
' ventured upon ſuch an Attempt, and cannot 
comprehend by what Inſpiration Urisberte had 
the Courage to expoſe herſelf to it. I ſhall 
not detain you with what the Queen then 


thought, having not been informed of it, ſince 
gt | | : no a 
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no Perſon was admitted to the Sight of her, 
in Ara 4/pes was in too great a Conſternation 
at the Reſolution of my Wife, to have an 


Attention but to what ard her, But 
am perſwaded that Fredwiege had not the leaſt. 


Dread of this Action, and that, as incredu- | 


lous as ſhe was unfaithful, ſhe flattered her- 

ſelf that the burning Iron would deliver her- 
for ever from a, Rival _ ſhe had always. 

hated, However that may be, at length this 

fatal Day appeared; a Sea old was erected 3 in 

the midſt of the great Square of the City, 
and it was built round with Seats for the King, 
the Grandees of the Kingdom, thoſe of the 

Council, and the Judges wlto were to con- 

demn Urisherte to Death, in caſe the burning 
Iron ſhould convict her of F alſhood ; and. 
the remainder of the Square was thronged A 
Crowds of the Populace. As ſoon as the 
Court was arrived there, Urisherte was con- 
ducted upon the Scaffold, which was to be the 
Theatre of her Glory or ' her Confuſion, The 
Moment ſhe was Fo there, throwing off 
the Veils which ſurrounded her — I take Hes 
ven to witneſs, ſaid ſhe, of the Innocence of 
Prince Clodomark ; and, in the Prefence of 
God and Man, I accuſe the guilty Fredwiege. 
of an Attempt to perſwade him to betray his 

Sovereign, by returning her criminal Love, 

She had fearce finiſhed theſe Words, before 
they brought to her, upon a kind of Chafing 

diſh, the burning Steel. She med 8 
ſnatched it up, and holding it with both her- 
Hands, ſhe preſſed it with her whole Strength, 
Meſs the Eyes ol all that numerous. Aﬀem= 
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bly, without changing Countenance, or teſti- 
_ Hang the leaſt Apprehenſion. When, behold 
a Prodigy which ſurpaſſes all Imagination! 
this Iron, which no one could approach with- 
out feeling the lively Heat of it, made ho 
Impreſſion upon the delicate and tender Hands 
of the dear Urisberte, they even appeared more 
beautiful, and of a more dazling White ; and 
when the Time during which ſhe was to hold 
it was expired, thoſe who were to take it from 
her were obliged to make uſe of Inſtruments 
to lay hold of it, not -being able to bear the 
Heat. The Cries and Acclamations of the 
People reſounded every where; the Judges 
being obliged to act according to the Laws, 
declared me innocent, my Death unjuſt, and 
the King under. an Obligation to appeaſe my 
Manes by the Blood: of the Queen, That 
Monarch, terrified with what he had ſeen, 
filled with Admiration at the Courage and 
Conſtancy of Urisberte, and with Indignation 
at the Behaviour. of. Frediuiege, immediately 
fent fouf of the principal Ae of his. 
Court, to conduct her as in Triumph to her 
Palace. As to her, prudent, modeſt, and. 
thoroughly penetrated with the Favour. the 
Gods had. ſhewa her, ſhe preferved her uſual: 
Moderation, and confined herſelf. to her A- 
partment, with an Intention of prefling Ara/- 
pes to deliver her for ever from a Country 
which ſhe could no longer bear, and which 
the . eager Deſire of rejoining me, rendered. 
Kill more inſupportable, —- "i 
In the mean time Harold, not being able to 
excuſe himſelf. from making the Queen 7 

| | | x _ 


The Sentiments which this 
' Princeſs Urisberte's had now rekindled in his 
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given againſt her, retired into the fartheſt Re- 


Cedſſes of his Palace to avoid the Cries of that 
- Princeſs, and to find out Methods of ſatisfy- 


ing the Public without 3 her Blood. 
ion of the 


Soul, made him ſoon imagine one; and the 
very next Day having aſſembled his Council, 
he declared Fredwiege unworthy of partaking 
the Throne, his Marriage with her void, and 
baniſhed her to the moſt diſtant Part of Lap- 
land, and propoſed offering his Crown and his 
Hand to the Princeſs Urzsberte, as the only. 
Reparation which could be made for the Lofs 


| the had undergone, and at the fame time a 


full Revenge upon her Rival. The Council 
gave no Oppoſition to this Reſolution, they 
approved the Deſign of the King, and the 
Chaſtiſement of Fredwerge ; they only added 


to it, that Harold ſhould engage himſelf by 


Oath not to conſtrain the Will of that Prin- 
ceſs, and that it was only upon that Condition 


they granted him the Life of the Queen, 


e conſented to it, not imagining that V- 


71sberte would refuſe ſo great a Honour, When 
he roſe from Council, he named thoſe who 
were to conduct Fredwiege into Lapland, and 


cauſed her to depart immediately, without 
permitting her to appear before him, Imme- 
diately after her Departure, he ſent the Preſi - 
dent of the Council to Urisberte to inform her 
of what he had done, and offer her the Su- 
preme Power. It is impoſſible to be more 
ſurprized than ſhe was at this Propoſition : ſhe 

b - was 


ag The HISTORY ff 
Was tempted to put a Stop to the Conſequences 
of it by diſcovering my Secret; but refleQing 
that Harold was an inconſtant and difſembli 
Prince, who would perhaps never pardon the 
faithful Araſpes the Service he had done me, 
and always look upon me as an Obſtacle to his 
Defires, ſhe impoſed an eternal Silence upon 
Herſelf on that Article, and contented herſelf 
with anſwering, that ſhe was ſenſible of the 
Favours the King deſigned her, that ſhe was 
Conſcious of the Value of them, but that ſhe 
would always remain as faithful to the Me- 
mory of her Spouſe, as ſhe had been to his 
ka whilſt living; and that, far from ac- 
Tepting the Crown, ſhe intreated the King's 
Permiſſion for her to retire to Berghen to re- 
main there the Reſidue of her Life; and 
whatever Inſtances were made to her, ſhe 
would return no other Anſwer. The Princeſs, 
your Mother, who was then extremely re- 
ſpected by Harold, and who was willing to 
improve that Favour, out of regard to your 
Intereſt, did all that was poſſible to make her 
change her Sentiments, and perſwade her to 
reflect upon the Happineſs that ſhe diſdained, 
without any Succeſs; and to terminate all 
theſe importunate Sollicitations, making uſe 
of the Protection that the State had granted 
her according to the Oath of Harold, ſhe de- 
parted for Berghen with her Daughter and 
ſome Women, in whom ſhe could confide, I 
where ſhe waited for Araſpes, who did not 
long delay his meeting her, having, without 
Difficulty, obtained of the King a Permiſſion 
- - £0 retire from Court, this Monarch being be- 
4 | . ; come, 
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| come, by this Adventure, extremely indiffe- , 
rent to the whole World, which every Per- 
ſon, except the Princeſs Hilde, de, felt the 
Effects of. Uriſbertèe and Araſpes having em- 
barked not long after for Denmark, arrived, 
as I have already related, at my Aſylum, and 

gave me a Relation of all that 1 have now 
informed you of. You may eaſily judge, my 
dear Eric, how many thouſand grateful 
Thanks I returned to my faithful Urisberte, 

and with how much Tenderneſs and Affduity Fs 

I repayed her Courage and Conſtancy. Vet, 
notwithſtanding all my Cares, I found a Me-. 
lancholy in her that alarmed me. 1 preſſed 
her to tell me the Cauſe of it, and ſhe owned 
to me that ſhe could not be fatisfied with our 

Reſidence in Denmark, that our Misfortunes 

had plainly ſhewn her that other Nations had 
Reaſon to treat ours as Barbarians; and that if 
1 wiſhed to give her a ſenſible Mark of my 
Love, it ſhould be to retire with her into 
France, or into Spain, where the People were 
more civilized; and more gentle in their Man- 5 
ners, than in our frozen Regions. 

As I loved her beyond every thing, I dd 
not heſitate upon ſatisfying her; and I in- 
formed my dear Araſpes of the Deſign I had 
of going into France, preferring the Climate 
of that Country to that of Spain, This 

faithful Friend would not part from us, and 
determined to follow us wherever we con- 
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dt ducted our Steps. L was charmed at it: we » 
at regulated: all Things for our Departure, ang 
n we embarked, Urisberte, Hildegard, -- i 

20 | — Who was but four Yoo old, 
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raſpes, and myſelf, with the Domeſtics that 
were moſt neceſſary to us, and ſailed for the 
Coaſt of France, But after eight Days of the 
fineſt Weather upon Earth, on the ninth 
Night we were attacked by fo violent a Tem- 
peſt, that all the Art of the Pilot was in vain, 
and he was obliged to deſiſt and leave our 
Veſſel to the Mercy of the Winds and the 
wrathful Waves, This Storm laſted three 
Days and three Nights, having Death before 
our Eyes every Moment, and finiſhed. by our 
Shipwreck within Sight of a Coaſt that was 
unknown to us. Our Ship burſt in a thouſand 
Pieces, ind expoſed us to the Mercy of the 
Waves, without a Poſſibility of ſuccouring 

each other, or a Hope of preſerving ourſelves 

from Death. I fell into the Sea; and fuſ- 

_ rained for ſome Time, by the Deſire which 
Nature implants of Self-preſervation, I ſwam 
with Vigour enough for the Space of two 

Hours, But at length, exhauſted with Fa- 

tigue and Wearineſs, I loſt all Senſe, and 

knew no longer what became of me; Iam 
even ignorant how long I ſtruggled between 

Life and Death; and all that I can tell you, 
is that I found myſelf, without knowing how, 
in the Arms of ſeveral Men, whoſe fierce and 

barbarous Mien ſoon informed me that I was 
eſcaped from one Danger only to fall into an- 
other. They bad made me throw up all the 

Water I had ſwallowed ; and I recovered my 
Spirits = to abandon myſelf to the greateſt 
D -n » ſeeing neither my dear Urisberte nor 
my Daughter. 1 


— 
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The Language of thoſe who had drawn me 
out of the Sea, making me ſuppoſe them to 
be Germans, I made uſe of that Language, 
which I underſtood perfectly, to aſk them if 
they had ſaved any other Perſon with me. 
They anſwered me, No; and when they faw - 
me entirely recovered, they loaded me with - 
Chains, ſaying to each other, that they ought 
to reſerye me to be ſacrificed to the God [r- 
minſul, as a Return of Thanks for his hav- 
ing preſerved them from Shipwreck.. ' 
Sorrow was fo deep at the Loſs J had juſt un- 
dergone, that this Diſcourſe gave me no A- 
larm ; and tho' it made me comprehend that 
1 was the Slave of a Saxon Corſair, and that I 
knew that that Nation ſacrificed Mankind to 
their Deities, yet I felt no Regret at the F 
almoſt- certain Knowledge of my Fate. In - 
F effect, they conveyed me to Eresbourg, and 1 
preſented me to the High- Prieſt of this Tem- - = 
ple, deſiring him to ſacrifice me to Irminſul to 
acquit them, as they ſaid, of a Vow they had 
made to him. I know not what there ap- 
peared. in me to pleaſe that Pontiff ; but fir 
from defigning to ſacrifice me, he reflected in 
a Moment which way he might preſerve me. WE 
The only Method was to buy me, and conſ 
crate me to the Service of the Temple; and 55 
that he did upon the Spot, feigning to have a 
want of Prieſts, "The rope nant whoſe Devotion 
was not Proof againſt Gold, received that of 
the Pontiff with the greateſt Marks of Reſpect, 
and left him the Maſter of my Fate. When 
= | © was at Liberty to ſpeak to me alone, he 
aſked me my Name, my Country, and my 
| i Birth: 


A 
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Birth: I anſwered him, that I was named C- 
roman, that I was Noble and a Norwegian, 
that I hed left my Country, accompanied by 
my Wife, and a Child of four Years old, to 
20 over into France, whither I was called by 
Affairs of Importance; that the Ship I was in 
had been ſunk by the Violence of a furious 
Tempeſt; that my Wife, my Daughter, and 
a Friend who followed my Fortune, had pe- 
riſhed ; that the Saxon Gor ſairs bad preſerved 
my Life and took me Captive, and that 1 
wiſhed for Death alone, after having Joſt the 
only Objects that could make Life deſirable 
to me. a - "oh . 
He appeared touched with my Misfortune, 
and told me, that ſince he had been High- 
Prieſt, baving always avoided ſacrificing the 
Innocent, and thoſe whom an unfortunate 
Fate conducted to that Place, without inform- 
ing himſelf whether they had before deſerved 
it, he had bought me of the Cor ſairs in order 
to preſerve me, judging by my Air that I was 
of a Rank above the Vulgar. He afterwards 
uſed his utmoſt Eloquence to conſole me, and 
promiſed me the kindeſt Treatment, if 1 
would attach myſelf to him, and ſubmit, 
without Repugnance, to the Service of the 
Temple. I was in no Situation to reſiſt him, 
and flattering myſelf that my Sorrow would 
ſoon deliver me from this Slavery, I promiſed 
him to uſe my utmoſt Efforts for his Satisfac - 
tion. From that Day the continual Good- 
neſs and Attention of this Pontiff, made him 
ſucceed not in taking away the melancholly 
Remembrances of what I had loſt, but, how- 


ever, 
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ever, in making me capable of ſupporting it. 
J paſſed fifteen Years in this Situation ; and 


the High-Prieft alone having the Right of 


naming his Succeſſor, when the King does 
not propoſe one, and finding himſelf attacked 


with a languiſhing Diſtemper, which, joined 


to his great Age, aſſured him of an approach- 


ing Death, he ee his Prieſts, and ex- 
alted me to that Dignity with their unanimous 
Conſent, whatever Inſtances I made to be ex- 
cuſed. His Diſeaſe increaſed ſome few Days 
after the Ceremony, and ſoon brought him to 
the Grave; eee he 

The Reſpect and Veneration that his Clergy" 


ſhewed me upon that Occaſion, having rati- 


hed his Nomination, I entered, without 

Oppoſition, into the Functions of my Charge, 
without ever having made myſelf known to 
any Perſon, avoiding, with extreme Care, all 
Communication with the Grandees, and ne- 
ver quitting the Temple, but when the King 
has Orders to give me upon ſome extraordi- 
nary Sacrifice. The Veſtals who occupy the 
other Temple, are ſubordinate to my Autho- 
rity ; but. I am not permitted to ſee them but 


at the Moment when they facrifice the Vic- 


tims; Ilet them know my Orders by Writ- 
ing. The Prieſteſs, who now commands 
them, has not been longer in that Dignity- 
than I have been in mine; ſhe is named 
Clodomira; I have never ſeen her, there hay-- 
ing not yet been any Sacrifice, It is ſaid that 


two Years ago ſhe was in the Court, that her 


Beauty had touched the Heart of Mititind, 
and that, to avoid his Perſecutions, ſhe had 
It | 83 | thrown. 
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thrown herſelf. amongſt the Veſtals, The 
Prieſteſs dying ſome Months ago, and her 
Place being decided by Lot, it fell upon this 
Clodomira, who is 'to-morrow, for the firſt 
time, to ſacrifice a Bull to the God Irminſul; 
and you had ſcarce quitted me yeſterday, when 
the King ſent for me to give his Orders to 
me, being willing it ſhould be performed with 
all the Ceremonies that could augment the 
Pomp of it. As I came out from the Palace, 
loſt in the melancholly Thoughts which never 
abandoned me, I met in my Paſlage a miſera- 
ble Shepherd, who looked upon me with fo 
fixed an Attention, that I imagined he ſtood 
in need of ſome Marks of my Liberality. 
With this Idea I approached him-in order to. 
give him a Piece of Gold; then viewing me 
more narrowly, — Good Heavens! cried he, 
I am not deceived, it is Prince Clodomark ! 
At theſe few Words, and at the Sound of a 
Voice which had been too familiar to me ever 
to loſe the Memory of it, I immediately knew 
my dear Araſpes Judge of my Joy and my 
Aſtoniſhment; however, being in a Place im- 
proper for their being expreſſed in, I made 
him a Sign to be ſilent and to follow me to 
the Temple, where I was no ſooner arrived, 
than abandoning, myſelf to my Tranſports —. 
Araſpes my dear Araſpes! is it then true 
that I ſee you once more! Yes, my Lord, ſaid. 
he to me, exprefling an equal Satisfaction, and. 
my utmoſt Wiſhes would be fulfilled, if it 
| was in my Power to reſtore to you at the 
' ſame time Objects which are a thouſand times 
more valuable, Theſe Words recalling to 
. — el my 
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my Mind all my Sorrows, I was breaking aut 

into my uſual Regrets, when he interrupted 
me. — It is not, my Lord, ſaid he, the Deaths 
of Uriſberte and Hildegarde that you are to: 
weep for, they did not periſh, and it is to be 
hoped ſtill enjoy the Light; but it is our Ig» 


norance where they are, that muſt excite our 


Concern, Urifberte's Fate I am ignorant of, 
ſince the Shepherds preſerved her, as well as. 
me, from the Fury of the Sea, and the in- 
comparable Hildegarde, ſince theſe two Years. 
that I have loſt her. What! my dear Araſ- 
bes, replied I, my Wife and my Daughter! 
are they ſtill living, and may I rouſe within 
my Heart the pleaſing Hope of ſeeing them 
again If Hope can be an Alleviation to ſuch” 
Evils, returned he, you muſt ſtrive to pre- 
ſerve it; but, alas! I fear leſt it ſhould deceive- 
our ExpeQations, and left Fortune has fa- 
voured us hitherto only to plunge us ſtill 
deeper in Sorrow. I conjured him to inſtru 


me of all that had happened to him ſince our- ' 


Shipwreck, and by what fatal Adventure the 
Gods, after having preſerved Ury/berte and my 
Daughter, had ſeparated them from him in a 
manner that made him doubt of ever finding 
them again. 1 To. ba 
He ſatisfied my juſt Curioſity, and we 
paſſed ſome Part of laſt Night in that Occu- 
pation. But as it is not neceſſary to entertain 
you with the Reflections that he filled his Re- 
cital with all, and that I only wiſh to inſtruct 
yo in the moſt important Facts of my Life, 
ſhall not regularly follow his Diſcourſe, and 
{hall content myſelf to tell you that at the 
: RG Moment 


OF 
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Moment of our Shipwreck, Araſpes, whoſe 


Zeal for me rendered him attentive to every 
thing that was dear to me, was then holding 
my Daughter in his Arms, to appeaſe the 
| Cries and Lamentations ſhe made thro? the 
Fright ſhe was in, at the Tears and Groans 
which reſounded all over the Ship; ſo that 
when ſhe burſt, and: we all ſunk, this faithful 
Friend fell into the Sea loaden with that pre- 
cious Burden, But, notwithſtanding all the 
Horror of ſuch an. Event, preſerving his con- 
ſtant Prudence, he held the Child with one 
Arm, and ſwam with the other with ſo much: 
Courage and ſo much good Fortune, that he 
reached the Land without: abandoning his lit-- 
tle Prey. Some Shepherds, who were look- 
ing upon the Pieces of our miſerable Wreck 
floating upon the Waves, having perceived 

him, came to his Aſſiſtance, and received him 
with extreme Hoſpitality. One 'of them con-- 
ducted him to his Cabin, another brought his 
Wife to take care of the Child, and all of“ 
them were aſſiduous to ſerve them in ſo kind 
and ſo charitable a manner, that he was reco- 


vered of his Fatigue and his Fears for the 


innocent Hildegarde, who had received no 
other Harm but that of having been held 
ſomething too cloſely. But livelily touched 
at my Fate and that of Uriſberte, he ran over 
the whole Coaſt. with the Shepherd to ſee if 
he could find us, either dead or living; his 
Cares were in vain; but the Shepherds, at his 
Deſire, made ſo many Enquiries, that at 
length they learned that ſome of their Bro- 
ther Herdſmen, but in a more diſtant Quar-- 
. 8 


ter, had mi 2. Woman from the Sea, 
who, by the Help of a Plank, had been dri- 
ven aſhore; that they had taken care of her 
for ſeveral Days, which ſhe had recompenced 
them for by giving them her richeſt Habits, 
and had made ufe of the Price of a Jewel _ 
that formed the Claſp of her Robe, to pay 
her Paſſage in a Merchant-Ship, which had 
called upon that Coaſt for Refreſhment, and 
was departed from thence, without their 
knowing for what Place...  _— © 
Araſpes was no ſooner informed of this 
News, than he tranſported himſelf to the 
Quarter of theſe Shepherds, to ſee the Habit 
of the Perſon whom they had Juccoured, and 
finding them to be thoſe of Urgderte, he had: 
no doubt of her Life, all the Shepherds hav- 
ing aſſured him that they ſaw her embark, 
but that they were ignorant what Route the 
Veſſel had taken. 4447. $5, RO. 
As to what regarded me, being unable to- 
learn any thing, he imagined 1 had been the 
only Victim of the Tempeſt; and finding 
himſelf deſtitute of all Support, and without 
knowing where to ſeek an Aſylum, he de- 
termined to. remain amongſt theſe Shepherds, 
who gave him ſo many ks of Friendſhip, 
reſolving to bring up #{:ldegarde in that Soli- 
tude till ſhe was of an Age 'proper to be 
brought back to Norway, hoping that in that 
Interval of Time the Kingdom might appear 
with another Aſpect, and that, without Fear 
of Harold, he might reſtore my Daughter to. 
her Country, and have her acknowledged by 
the Princeſs, your Mother, and her Aunt. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Shepherds having informed him 
that the Saxon Pirates were extremely to be 
dreaded, and that the Slaves they made of 
both Sexes, and all Ages, were ſacrificed to 
the God Irminſul, he would not expoſe him- 
felf and my Daughter to the Danger of being 
taken by them; and tho” theſe Shepherds were 
Saxons, and ſubje& to the Laws of Mititind, 
yet as they do not admit of human Sacrifices, 
and even make a ſeparate Body of the State, 
and all their Induſtry and Cares are bounded 
in enriching themſelves by the Number of 
their Flocks and Herds, and that the Innocence 
of their Occupation diffuſes itſelf thro? all 
their Manners and their Inclinations, he be- 
lieved he could not at that Time do better 
than to yield to the prefling Sollicitations they 
made for him to remain amongſt them. 
Therefore quitting the Sabre for the Sheep- 
| Hook, he purchaſed a Share in the Flocks of 
that Shepherd who had given him a Retreat 
in bis Cabin, and had no other Cares but 


' -thoſe of educating Hildegarde, of whom he 


told them he was the Father. This faithful 
Friend had led this rural Life near ſeventeen 
Years, during which Hildegarde became a 
Prodigy of Senſe and Beauty. All the Shep- 
herds adored her, and the Shepherdeſſes payed 
her Homage. As Araſpes's chiefeſt Attach- 
ment had been to cultivate her Mind, as 
much as that ſavage Retreat would permit 
bim, and that dreading, leſt ſome of the Shep - 

| herds ſhould form Deſigns upon her Heart, 
he truſted to her the Secret of her Birth, and 
the Misfortunes of the Authors of her * 
N MY | that 


that by knowing the Grandeur of her Origin, 
ſhe might conceive Sentiments worthy of it, 
and preſerve her Soul free from thoſe Paſ- 
ſions which might diſturb. her Peace and her 
Innocence. That young Princeſs anſwered. 
his utmoſt Wiſhes; and her Virtue equalling 
her Beauty, he looked upon her as a Treaſure 
that the Gods had delivered to his Truſt to 
give Account for. Yet, notwithſtanding his 
, continual Attention, this Pledge was raviſhed 
from him when he leaſt expected it. 
Hiledgarde, whoſe Mind and Heart cou 
not ſtoop to vulgar Amuſements, had exer- 
ciſed herſelf from her Childhood with ſome 
Virgins of her own Age, in ſhooting with 
the Bow, and traverſing the Woods and the 
Plains, entertaining themſelves with making 
War upon the Animals of the Earth and the 
Birds of the Air. Araſpes generally followed 


j ber, and never ceaſed to admire the Addreſs, 
the Grace, and the Majeſty that ſhone thro* 
t the ſimple and negligent Habit with which 

: ſhe was cloathed. One Day, when he could 

1 not accompany her, being detained in his 
1 Cabbin by ſome other Herdſmen, this young 
a _ Princeſs, attended by her uſual Company, 
a wo were as ſubmiſſive to her as if ſhe had 
d been their Queen, went into the neighbour-- 
= ing Foreſt; the Heat of the Chace carried 
5 them ſo far in Purſuit of a Hind, that they 
toon loſt Sight of their Habitation, Her 
- KB Companions, whom Araſpes had ordered to 
bg” remind her of it, conſtrained - Her to turn +. 
d back again to find out the Path to their 


55 Hamlet. But as they were leaving the F m =- 


— 
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with this Deſign, ſeveral Men on Horſeback | 
oppoſed their Paſſage; and ſome of them 
1 ſeized upon Hildegarde, diſ- 
armed her, notwithſtanding her Reſiſtance, 
and ſet her up before him who appeared to be 
the Maſter of them, who ſetting Spurs to his 
Horſe, that very Moment rid off with ex- 
treme Swiftneſs, leaving the others to diſ- 
perſe and drive away the ſorrowful Compa- 
nions of my Daughter, who all dreading the 
ſame Fate, took their Flight, and regained 
their Habit2tion' with Cries and Lamentations 


that ſoon. reached the Ears of Araſpes. It is 


needleſs to repreſent to you his Deſpair at this 
News; he has told me that the Heavens were 

covered for bim alone with the thickeſt Dark- 
neſs, and that the Rays of the Sun could 


never again chear his Sight. 


He that inſtant gathered all the Shepherds | 
of the Hamlet, and run after the Traces of 


the Raviſhers; but he perceived none of 


them, and was conſtrained to return without 
any Knowledge of the Fate of Hildegarde, 
her Companions not knowing who theſe. 
Cavaliers were, nor what Route they had 
taken, There was then a general Confter- 
nation in the whole Canton; but Araſpes, 
who could not be comforted by their Sorrows, 
reſolved to take no Repoſe till he had diſco- 
vered what was become of my Daughter. 
He ſold his Flocks, and all that he had ac- 
quired-in ſeventeen Years, and, without quit- 
ting the Habit of a Shepherd, which freed 
him from the Curioſity and Inquiſitiveneſs of 
the World, and gave him a Liberty of 22 4 
„ H . 5 ring 


dering every where without being remarked, 
he [ef bis Hamlet, and ren thro” all the 
Provinces, informing himſelf e 
of all People, who had Wives or Daughters 
named Hildegarde, without hearing the leaſt 
News of her. He paſſed two whole Veats in 
this Search, having made ſeveral 3 to 
the ſame Places; and it is the fourth Lime 
that he has been at Ergſbourg, where he ar- 

rived yeſterday; and under a Pretext of wiſh- 
ing to ſee the King, he walked in the Court 
of the Palace, and converſed with all he met, 
ſtill hoping to diſcover what he looked for, 
As he was in this Search, I appeared ; he 
enquired who 1 was, and being told, a ſe- 
cret and involuritary Movement forced him 
to approach me and look fixedly upon me. 
My long Robe, and the extraordinary Dreſs 
of my Head, nor ſeventeen Year's Abſence, 
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did not hinder him from knowing me. But 


his Surprize was fo exceſſive, that if I had not 
addrefled myſelf to him, he would ſcarce have 
had Power to ſpeak. I have already told you, 
my dear Prince, in what manner we met, and 
the Joy I felt at ſeeing once more that faith= 
ful Friend; I N it would have been 

more perfect, if, when he informed me that 
Hildegarde was living, he could have reſtored 


her to my Tenderneſs, ſince the Ignorance T . , 


am in concerning the Fate of Ur;yberte, takes 
from me all Hopes of ſeeing her again, and 
my Daughter would have been a Conſolation 
to me in fo dreadful a Misfortune.. Hows 
ever, I have reſolved, with 4raſpes, to aban- 
don this Place, to * you to Charlemagne 3 
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Preſence, and to implore his Protection and 
his Authority, to command it to be pro- 
claimed throu hout Germany, that whoever 
has made himſelf Poſſeſſor of a young Maid, 
named Hildegarde, mult convey her to the 
Court of that Monarch under the Penalty of 
a rigorous Sentence. This is my laſt Re- 
ſource, ſince Araſpes has palled two whole 
Years in ſearching throughout all Saxony 
without any Succeſs. Tg To 
But as I am not permitted to leave this 
Place, without incurring the Danger of bein 
given up to the Rigote of the Laws, which 
condemn to Death thoſe Prieſts who dare to 
| is the Service of the Temple of Irminſul, 
raſpes is diſpoſing every thing in order to 
make my Eſcape ſecure at the Moment of 
your Departure. 3 * 
 Ghdomark finiſh'd thus his long Narration; 
and Prince Eric, whoſe Love for the Prieſteſs 
Clodemira tender'd him leſs ſenſible of the 
Deſtiny of H:Jdegarde, than he would have 
been at any other Time, had not been eaſy 
during the whole Recital of the High-Prieft, 
left he ſhould offer to his Sight an Object 
which could never move his Heart to love. 
However, concealing from ClodomarktheſeSen- 
timents which were ſo contrary to his, he 
pity'd/him, be conſoled him, and aſſur'd him 
that he would be receiv'd by Charlemagne with 
Confideration, He defir'd him to make him 
known toAraſpes, and let him participate with 
him in his Cares for his Evaſion, affuring him 
| that if it was neceſſary to hazard his Life for * 
it againſt the Saxons, he would loſe all -- 
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Blood with Pleaſure to deliver him from ſo bar- 
barous a Country. . 

Clodomarꝶ return'd him Thanks, and told 
that the next Day after the Sacrifice he hoped 
to be able to inſtruct him in the Meaſures he 
had taken for his Flight; that douhtleſs he 
would be neceſſary to him, and that he con- 


jured him to repair to the Temple immediately 


after the Ceremony. Eric, who had no De- 
ſign to miſs a SpeQacle in which Cladomira 
was to appear with ſo much Luſtre, promiſed 
him he would be there; and having then 
parted, the young Prince went to amuſe him- 
ſelf with the Ideas that his growing Paſfion 
gave him, and Clodomark ſtill ſtruggling be- 
tween Hope and Sorrow, employed himfelf 
till the Return of his faithful Araſpes ſolely in 
imagining Methods how to find again two 
Princeſſes, the Certitude of whoſe Lives had 


now reanimated in his Soul the moſt tender 
Emotions of Love and Nature, - | 


Wer the Thou W of Erie and 
Clodemark were wholly taken up with . 
the Objects that ſo eh u their 
Hearts, the Ambaſſador of arlema; ne omit- 
ted nothing that” might eng Waka to 
ſubmit to his 5 ys the Service 
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alk He 15 been 7 0 e ed 15 
the valiant Monarch of the French, that his 
Forces did not n! bim to rejes openly 
the Propoſals of that Prince; but haying no 
Intention to accept them, he waited before 
he diſmiſſed the le RAS to be certain of 
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ſent to him by Sigi ſnond King of Denmark, 
The Ambaſſador, on his Side, who eaſilß 
comprehended that Wititind endeavoured only 
to amuſe him, had made it known to Char- 
lemagne, that he might take his Meaſures ac- 


cordingly. 


The Chriſtian Monarch, per- 


ſwaded that ſo many Delays concealed ſome 
new Enterprize, and whoſe Army waited 
only for his Command, departed from the 
City of Paderborn, where he then was, joined 
his Troops, put himſelf at their Head, and 
marched towards Erefſbourg to have it in his 
Power to take Poſſeſſion of it, whether the 
_ - Gaxons ſubmitted to him, or ſent back his 
Ambaſſador unſatisſide. | 
Yet as his March was flow, and in ſecret, 
King Vititind had not the leaft Suſpicion of 
it; and flattering himſelf that the Danes, who 
were upon their March, would ſoon arrive, 
he kept the Ambaſſador to prevent him from 


enetrati 


into his Deſigns; and in hopes of 


rendering his God Irminſul propitious to him, 
he had commanded the Sacrifice, which was 
to be performed the Day after the e 
of Eric and the High Prieſt. The Ambaſ- 
fador would not appear at it, and uſed his Ef- 

forts to diſſwade the Prince from fhewing 
-himfelf. there; but he had too preſſing an In- 
. tereſt in it to yield to the Ambaſſador on that 
Article; he only promiſed he would be there 
without his Train, and incognito, and con- 
ſtrain himſelf to ſilence whatever Indignation 


this Idolatry 


is inſpired him with. The firſt 
Rays of the Sun were ſcarce roſe in the Eaſt, 
When the whole City of Ereſbourg was in 
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of Animals was performed without the Tem- 


ple, they had raiſed a kind of Altar in the | 


Court of it, upon which was placed the Idol 
Irminſul: On the right and on the left were 
Scaffolds erected for the King, the Grandees, 
and the People of Diſtinction; and at the 


Foot of theſe Scaffolds were the Guards of 


the King, and thoſe of the Temple, who 
ſurrounded the whole Place, which was di- 
vided in two equal Parts by a Barrier which 
ſeparated the People from the Altar, that the 
Prieſts and the Veſtals might not be incom- 
moded by them. The paſſionate Eric, who 
wiſhed only to examine the Prieſteſs, placed 


himſelf amongſt the Populace, but fo cloſe to 


the Baluſtrade, that it was impoffible for any 
thing to hinder him from ſecing Cladomira, or 


even from being feen 3 hen the Court 
was arrived there, the High 


from her's, followed by all the Veſtals, both 
of them ſinging Hymns to the Honour of 
their falſe God. They advanced towards the 
Altar, the High Prieſt on one Side, and the 


Prieſteſs on the other; ſhe and all the Veſtals _ 


had their Faces covered with their Veils. 


Chdemark took the Knife which was te 


facrifice the Victim, and gave it to the 
Prieſteſs, who made a ſhort Prayer to conjure 


Irminſul to accept this Sacrifice, during which 
ſeveral of the Attendants in the Temple 


brought the wild Bull, and led it to the Foot: 
of the Altar, The High Prieſt — 


Prieft came Bu 
the Temple, at the Head of the Sacrificers, 
whilſt the Prieſteſs at the ſame time came out 


aa The SEQUEL 
Cord by which they led him to the Barrier; 
then the Prieſteſs threw off her Veil, and 
diſcoyering to the Sight of the whole Aﬀem- 
bly that miraculous Beauty which Mitiſind 
had nat yet forgot, and which the Prince of 
Norway ſecretly adored, ſhe lift up ber Arms 
to ſacrifice the Victim; but at that fatal 
Moment her Eyes meeting thoſe of Eric, 
ſhe was confuſed, and mifling the Bull, with 
the Stroke ſhe cut the Cord which retained 
that terrible Animal, and gave him only a 
flight Wound. But the — * at find- 
ing himſelf wounded, and enjoying his Li- 
berty at the ſame Stroke, denouncing his 
Vengeance by the moſt dreadful Bellowings, 

_ ſprung immediately upon the Prieſts, over- 
turned the Altar, and took his Courſe towards 
the Prieſteſs, All fled with Terror and: Af-, 
fright, every one was eager to preſerve them- 

felves; even Clidomarhk, terrified, faved him- 
felf in the Temple. Araſpes turned pale with 
Horror at the Danger the Prieſteſs was in, 
who, pale and trembling, and abandoned by 
all the Veſtals, knew not where to turn her 
Steps; but theſe different Movements, which 
were made in leſs Time than I have uſed in 
repreſenting them, were not however more 
ſpeedy than the valiant Erie was to deliver 
her from this Danger. That brave Prince, 
diſdaining the Rigour of the Law, which 
gave a double Value to this generous Action, 
no ſooner ſaw the Bull at Liberty, than, not 
doubting of his Fury, he had drawn his Sabre, 
and leaping over the Barrier, had thrown him- 
ſelf between the Veſtal and that arc Ant 
TT ML Mal, 
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mal, notwithſtanding the Cries of the whole 
Aſſembly, who advertiſed him that it was 
Death by their Laws to attack the Victim. 
But deſpiſing their idolatrous Terror, and too 
much animated by the Peril the Object of his 
Love was in to manage his own Life, he ex- 
pected the Bull, who ſloping down its Head 
to uſe to Advantage thoſe terrible Weapons 
which Nature had endowed it with, was al. 
ready preparing to throw him into the Air, 
when its valiant Enemy avoiding the Blow 
with Agility, with a firm and vigorous Hand' 
ſeized upon one of its Horns, and with the 
other raiſing his formidable Sabre, he let it 
fall with ſo much Strength and Happineſs, 
that he ſeparated his Head from his Body). 

The Intrepidity of this young Hero, at 
firſt filled the whole Aﬀembly with Aﬀoniſh- 


ment, Thoſe whom Fear had forced to fly,” 


were returned back again to be Witneſſes of 
the Event of this Combat; and ' theſe barba- 
rous People, accuſtomed to the Sight of Hu- 
man Blood, flattered themſelves that Eric” 
too muſt be the Victim of Irminſul, when 
his Victory plunged them in a new Surprizez 
but their Superfiſtion overcoming their Admi- 
ration, far from applauding the of fuch/ 
an Action, nothing was heard but Cries and 
Groans to demand Vengeance of iti lind 
for the Crime that this Unkhowm been 
| puilty of, by putting to Death, with a facri-- 
egious Arm, that Animal who was deſtined 
to be a Holocauſt to the God of the Saxons. 
And whilſt the Veſtals and the Prieſts waited 
for the Deciſion of that Monarch, and the 
| 5 valiant 
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valiant Eric ſatisfied with having ſaved the 
Life of the beauteous Cladomira, appeared as 
unconcerned as if his Victory was only to 
bave aten him the Honours of a Tri. 
 umph, the whole Court reſounded with the 
Voices of thoſe that demanded his Death. 
The Tumult was ſo great, and the Crowd ſo 
innumerable, that the Guards of the Temple, 
and thoſe of the King, were diſperſed amongſt 
them, without a Poſſibility of keepin — 
Order, or even being able to reaſſemble them- 
ſelves together. bes hurried away as the 
reſt, by the ae y of this Torrent, was 
ſo far diftant the High Prieſt, that he 
had not a Paſkbilicy of informing bim of an 
important Diſcovery that he had made, and 
in fine, there could not be ſeen a * terri- 
wy 3 In the mean time, Hitiliud 
5 ne 8 to miret it, by bee his in- 
—— gave ſo many repeat 
l the Cangueror of oe | 
gi e H P. e BI erer t 
obey. them. rigft interpo YG 5 
| his Authority - CN 9 — 
made Eric be conducted into the Temple, 2 
hrs Th loringoing: 
ultitude to came up to ing, he 
remonſtrated to him that the . . 
to be truſted to his keeping onl 1 V. * 
by his Crime, being become the ictim 
nr l been 
deſtined to him, all thoſe who preſumed to 
lay their Hands upon him, would render 
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he had committed, and de liable by che ſame 
Law to be ſacrificed. | 

The Saxon Monarch, truck with the 
Truth of this — and filled with Ve- 
neration for the Pontiff, yielded to his Re- 

monſtrance, and prepared to leave him the 
Maſter of that illuſtrious Criminal, when the 
Priefteſs, ignorant of the Intereſt the - 
Prieſt took in his Fate, and dreading as much 
to ſee her brave Defender in his Hands as in 
thoſe of Mititind, advancing at the Head of 
her Veſtals, threw herſelf at the Feet of that 
Prince, and ſpeaking to him writh an Eaper- 
nefs and Fire, that a more prefling Motive 
than the Service of Irminſul had aliphted in 
her Heart, ſhe repreſented to him 'that the 
High Prieft had no Right over this Victim; 
that the Law appointed him indeed to ſacri- 
fice him at a proper Time, but did notordain 
that he Thould remain in his Power Hill che 
Moment of the Sacrifice; that this Unknown 
having killed the conſecrated Bull which the 
was to have ſacrificed, he ought to be deli- 
vered to her inftead of the Victim which he 
| had deprived her of; and that it was from her 
Hands alone that the High Prieſt ought*o 
receive him, when it was necellary te cen- 
duct him to the Altar; and that The con 
him to ſuffer the Criminal to be cenducted 
into the Prifons of her Temple, and put un- 
der the Guard of thoſe who watched over 
the Safety of the Veſtalss. | 
„ aftonifhed at this Obftacle, and 
g that for Cructty which fprung from a 
very different Source, Es irritated with 


it, 
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it, and looking upon her with Haughtineſs 
If you had not Strength to ſacrifice a Beaſt, 
aid he to her, how dare you flatter yourſelf 
with being able to guard a Man, who has this 
Moment proved that he can defend himſelf 
more than the moſt terrible Animal can. The 
beauteous Clodomira bluſhed at this Reproach ; 
and .as ſhe knew the Reſpect ſhe was obliged 
to have for the High Prieſt, ſhe anſwered him 
with great Softneſs — Oh, my Father! faid 
| ſhe, think it not wrong that I aſſert my 
Right; I am not raſh enough to diſpute thof: 
which you have over the Lives of the Guilty, 
but I imagine I ought not to yield up thoſe 
that the Law gives me over them to the 
Moment of their Death. Well then, inter- 
rupted Mititind, let him be ſacrificed this 
" Inſtant. The Prieſteſs and the Pontiff were 
in equal Conſternation at this Diſcourſe; and 
Clodemark dreading leſt this Diſpute ſhould 
precipitate the Fate of the young Prince, 
moved alſo by the ſoft Name of Father, 
which the Veſtal had given him, and feeling 
the moſt extraordinary Emotions for her in 
his Heart, faid to the Saxon King, that he 
could offer no Victim to the God Irminſul 
till the Temple had been purified, that fifteen 
Days Interval, at leaſt, would be neceſſary, 
5 — that he approved of the Prieſteſs's having 
the Priſoner under her Care, upon Condition 
he was permitted to fee him whenever he 
thought proper, the Laws commanding the 
High Prieſt to have an Inſpe&ion over thoſe 
who were to be ſacrificed; Vititind con- 
ſiented to it; and at the ſame Moment the 
CER. Fl Prieſteſs 


| fay no more to each other, the Guar 
too near them not to over- hear it. In the 
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Prieſteſs ordering the Guards of her Temple 


to advance, made them ſeize upon Eric, Who 
ſeeing Cladomira herſelf command him to be 
diſarmed, gave no Hindrance to them; but 
being willing ſhe ſhould be ſenſible of the Mo- 
tive of his Submiſſion, he put one Knee to the 


Ground, and preſenting to her his Sabre, — 
MWitibind, Madam, faid he to her, could nct 
have found a ſafer Expedient of attempting 
upon my Liberty, than by leaving you Miſ- 


treſs of my Fate; T ſhould have ſold my Life 
dearly to any one that had preſumed to attack 
it; and the admirable Clodomira alone could 
diſarm a Man who, till this Day, has been 
unconquerable, r 
The charming Veſtal bluſh'd, and taking 
the Inſtrument which had ſo lately preſerved 
her Life — I know what 'I owe to thy Va- 
lour, replied the ; the Laws of this Country 
ordain thee to Death, but thoſe of Gratitude 
will prove too ftrong for them. They could 
ds being 
mean time, the Prieſteſs having cauſed him, in 
her Preſence, to be confined in a Tower be- 


| longing to the Temple of the Veſtals, ſhe re- 


turned back to it that Inſtant, and ſhut her- 
ſelf up with her dear Tirinda, to converſe 
with her on this ſtrange Event, and to take 
proper Meaſures for the Delivery of her 
illuſtrious Prifoner, Whilſt ſhe had theſe. 


Thoughts, the High Prieſt, occupied with the _ 
fame Care, ſought every where for Araſper, - 


to conſult with him, what was poſlible to be 


et oa | 


the 
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the Confuſion that the Veſtal had raiſed within 
his Heart. Her Youth, her ſurprizing Beauty, 
and the Reſemblance he thought he found in 
her to his dear Uri/berte, had ſtruck him to 
ſo great a degree, that he could not loſe the 
Idea of her. Araſpes, on his ſide, perſwaded 
that he was not miſtaken, and that the Prieſteſs 
Clodomira was that Hildegarde, for whom he 
had ſearched through ſo many Provinces, uſed 
his utmoſt Efforts to pierce thro' the Crowd, 
and join Cldomark. At length the People, 
ſatisfied with having ſeen Eric in Cuſtody, 
having inſenſibly decreaſed, and Wititind with 
his Court being returned to his Palace, - this 
faithful Friend made his way thro? the Popu- 
lace, and penetrating as far as the Temple, 
arrived there at the Moment that they were 
cloſing the Gates. F f 5 
The High Prieſt no ſooner perceived him, 
than he ran to him with open Arms, and 
having carried him to his Apartment — My 
dear Araſpes, ſaid he to him, the Gods are 
reſolved not to terminate my Misfortunes 
Not ſatisfied with having ſeparated me from 
what was moſt dear to me, they deſtine me 
alſo to dip my Hands in my own Blood. 
This valiant Unknown, who has now put to 
Death the Bull of Irminſul, is the young 
Eric, that amiable Prince of Norway, whoſe 
Actions I related to thee yeſterday. The 
Prieſteſs has ſeized upon him, and raviſhes 
from me all Hopes of preſerving him from 
the Danger that threatens him, I would have 
diſputed my Rights; but I know, not what 
Magic prevented me. I had ſcarce heard the 
n Auna, 
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Sound of the Veſtal's Voice, when my Heart 
was moved, my Soul was ſoftened, and ima- 
gining I ſaw in this Prieſteſs my dear Uriſberte, 
ſach as ſhe was when Love and Hymen united 
us for ever, far from oppoling the yielding 
up of Eric to her, I ſhould have rendered her 
Miſtreſs of my own Life too, if her Cruelty 
had led her to demand it. Oh, my Lord! 
interrupted Araſpes, complain notof the Gods, 
and acknowledge the Force of Nature in the 


Movements that Clodomira has inſpired you 


with. She is your Daughter; it is Hilde- 
garde, wh6m I have fo long ſought, and who, 
under this borrowed Name, has been con- 
cealed from my Perquiſitions. -F:degarde! 
returned the Pontiff eagerly. She, herſelf, 


— 


ſaid Araſpes; my Eyes were too ſtedfaſtly ' 


fixed on her, during the barbarous Cere- 
mony, to be able to miſtake her; I ſaw 'her's 


fixed upon Eric, whoſe Rank I was ignorant 


of, and who regarded her with ſtill more At- 
tention than myſelf. She changed Colour at 


it; ſhe was confuſed ; her Hand trembled, 


and ſhe miſſed the Victim. Then 1 ſaw the 
Prince fly to her Aſſiſtance, and expoſe him- 
ſelf for her to the furious Bull. But whillt, 

without knowing him, I made ſecret Vows 
for his Succeſs, ſtill attentive to the Motions 
of the Prieſteſs, I read plainly in her Face 
leſs Concern for her own Life than for that 


of her Defender. Far from flying with her 


affrighted Veſtals, ſhe did not quit the Place 
of the Combat, and ſeemed to wiſh to reani- 
mate, her Preſence, the Courage of this 
young Hero. Doubt not, my Lord, ſhe in- 
ts T 5 tereſts 
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tereſts herſelf in his Life, and looking upon 

you only as one who was to ſacrifice her De- 

liverer, ſhe endeavoured to retrieve him from 

your Care, in order to F him from an 
ignominious Death. 

This Diſcourſe maki » Cldomark recolle& 
the Reſpect with which Eric bad ſurrendered 
his — be eaſily perſwaded himſelf that 
Love was. the ſole Author of the Coufuſion 

of this Day; but tho? he felt an extreme Joy 
at knowing Hildegarde was ſo near him, and 
that he. flattered himſelf. that Erie was in 
Safety, not penetrating how they could poſ- 
lihly have ſeen each other before this fatal 
Day, nor in what manner the Veſtal hoped. 
to ſave him, be relapſed into his former Ap-. 
vrehenſions, and found himſelf ſtill more em- 
 arrafſed.. than he was before, Araſpes had; 

.repared. N thing for his Flight ; a 118 
lubtetranean Vault, which, ran beneath the 
Length of the three Temples, was to ſerve 
ſor his Eſcape; the Entrance to it was. in 
the Court of the Temple of isl; it was 
deſtined for the Sepulchre of the Kings. and. 
the Prieſts, and the Pontiff alone had; a Key 
of it. 'The End of this Vault reached. to he 8 


8 © #* 


Banks of the River Imel, but there was no 
Opening to it, and that was what had occu- 
pied Araſpes and Clodomart all the preceding 
Night. Araſpes had carried on his Work on 
the Side of the River, and Cladamart within 
the Vault; and both of them had ſucceeded 
ſo well, that they had made an Opening large 
enough for a Man to paſs thro?, and cloſed it 


1 _ with a Tomblioge, Cladimark not de- 
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ſigning to depart till the [Time when the Am- 
baſſador had had his Audience: of Leave, that 
he might have Leiſure to inſtruct Eric of 
what he had done, and enquire how he might 
rejoin him f,, :; 

The Impriſonment of this young Prince 
rendering his Project vain, or at leaſt delay- 
ing the Execution of it, made his Concern 

and Embarraſs ſtill greater, as he was now: 

not only to fly with 2 but alſo to con- 
vey away Eric and the Prieſteſs, an Enter- 
prize as difficult as it was dangerous, and 
which, if it was diſcovered, muſt put the 
Lives of them all into inevitable Danger. At 
length, after having duly weighed all Circum- 
ſtances, they concluded that Araſpes ſhould 
write to the Prieſteſs, to inform her that the 
High-Prieſt was Prince Clodemark her Father, 
and that the valiant Eric was united to her by: 

the Ties of Blood ; that he ſhould inſtrudt 
her in the Deſign they formed of Earrying her 
off together with the Prince; and that, in 
onder to effect this, ſhe muſt, under a Pretext 
of Hunting, be in the Foreſt on ſuch a Day; 
be as little accompanied as poſſible, and turn 
her Steps to the River's Bank; that he would 
be there in a Boat, and would take a proper 
care of what was to-follow. - © 

The Letter writ in this manner, and by 
Araſpes, that Hildegarde, who knew his 
Hand, might have no Doubt of the Truth of 
what it contained, was to be ſent to her as 
from the High Prieft, as the Orders he was 
accuſtomed to fend her in that manner, that 


the other Veſtals might have no W 


* 
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of them, In regard to Eric, the Deſign of 
Cl:domark was to demand the next Day to 
ſee him, to carry him the Habit of a Sacri- 
ficer, to clothe him in it, and, under that 
Diſguiſe, to bring him out with him as one 
of the attendant Prieſts of his Train. But 
all theſe Projects were overturned- when 
they leaſt expected it. The beauteous Prin- 

ceſs Hildegarde, who was then conſulting 
with Tirinda, her dear Confidante, by what 
Methods ſhe. might preſerve him, whom ſte 
looked upon as her Deliverer, after having 
long deplored the Misfortune that attended 
him, looking upon the Veſtal with Eyes that 
would have ſoftened the moſt ſavage Mind — 
My dear Tirinda, ſaid ſhe, ſhall we let this 
young and amiable Hero periſh f Thy Friend 
ſhip for me, does it inſpire: thee with nothing 
to prevent a Death, which will certainly be 
attended by mine? For, alas} continued ſhe, 
it is not in my Power to overcome the Incli - 
nation which fways me towards him; what 
he has done to preſerve my Life triumphs 
over my Reaſon. Veſterday it had only thoſe 


Charms to combat, which Time and Virtue 


might have eſfaced from my Heart; but, 
alas! what Weapons can it make uſe of 
againſt the juſteſt Gratitude! Can I ever for- 
get that this amiable Stranger has ſaved my 
Life, and can I give him up to Death without 
being guilty of the moſt horrid Ingratitude ! 
Tirinda, ſincerely moved at the Fate of Erie, 
and at the Sorrow of the Prieſteſs, propoſed 
any Expedients to her; but the Time the 
Execution of them demanded, was what the 
5 © Hl Impatience 
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Impatience of the Veſtal's Tenderneſs could 
not ſubmit to. In this Perplexity Terinds re- 
flecting that the Commander of the Guards 
of the Temple was her near Relation, and 
that it was to ber Solicitations. wich the 
Prieſteſs, that he owed the Poſt he enjoyeds 
undertook to gain him over, it being ſolely in 
his Power to diſperſe the Guards in fuch a 
manner, as might make it impoſſible for them 
to prevent the Eſcape of the Priſoner. ' Glo- 
damira was permitted Entrance inte the: 
Tower in which he was confined, that ſhe: 
might ſee whether the Curioſity of the Veſ- 
tals had not conducted ſome of them thither; 
but it was not in her Power to ſeteh him. 
from thence, unleſs it was by the Order of 


the High- Prieſt, when he demanded the Sight 


of him, "They: were obliged then to ooun- 


terfeit this Order, and have the Commander 


in their Confidence, without which it was: 
not poſſible; to hazard it, and that was What 
Tirinda offered to endeavour at. ThePrieftels,.. 
whoſe Inquietude was augmented even by the 
ſmalleſt Delay, preſſed her to make the Pro- 


poſal immediately, that they might, if poſ- 
ſible, that very Night ſet, the Priſoner at: 


Liberty. The compaſſionate Veſtal did not 
heſitate to ſatisfy her, and went to the Com- 
mander that Moment, under the Pretext of; 


communicating an important Order from 
Cldimira, This Man was a Saxon, extremely. 


ambitious and revengeful; he preſerved a 


ſecret Hatred in his Soul againſt Mitibind, | 


which Time could never conquer. He had 


in bis Youth been a Favautie.of that Princes: 


"4 


* ? \ 
* — 1 . ba 
% * 1 

. . * 1 \ 
80 3 » 1 : 
an hot) a, < 5 

. — " cen 0 
. * R * a ; : 
8 * , * My * 1 1 


224 The” 8 E. QUE.L 


and that Title giving him a Right to pretend 
to the higheſt Fortune, he had indulged him- 
ſelf in a Paſſion to a young Woman of great 
Quality, As he was not hated by her, and 
that her Family by his Favour with the King 
hoped to obtain great Poſts, they had con- 
ſented to this Alliance. Mititind had ap- 
peared charmed with it; and Kindſon, which 
was the Name of this Commander, imagined 
himſelf at the Height of human Happineſs, 
when all his Felicity vaniſhed in a Moment, 
by the Love that Monarch conceived for her 
whom he was going to eſpouſe: And as that 
Prince thought nothing ſacred that contra- 
dicted his Paſfions, he had forced away from 
Kind ſon the Object of his Wiſhes, broke off 
the Marriage, and baniſhed him from the 
Court. This Stroke, which was not leſs ſe- 
vere to his Fortune than it was to his Love, 
had conſtrained him to lead an obſcure Life 
for ſeveral Years; but Tirinda having entered 
amongſt the Veſtals, and knowing the Diſor- 
der of his Affairs, had inſinuated herſelf fo 
thoroughly into the Mind of the Predeceſlor 
of Clodomira, that ſhe had obtained for him 
the Place of Commander of the Veſtals 
Guards; and tho? ſhe did not imagine that 
the Remembrance of the Injury he had re- 
ceived from Wititind, was ſtill ſtrong enough 
to oblige him to revenge himſelf, yet ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf that the Gratitude he owed to 
her, would render him favourable to her In- 
treaties; and it was in this Hope that, diſ- 
clofing to him her Compaſſion for the Pri- 
ſoner, and the Horror ſhe felt in her Mind 
8 | | at 


- 
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at the un juſt Law which condemned him to 
Death, ſhe owned to him that if he wiſhed 


to do her a Service, it ſhould be to preſerve 


this illuſtrious Victim from the Knife of the 
High Prieſt, fince it was certain that if he had 


not 5 the Bull, the Prieſtels muſt have. | 


loſt her Life. 


There was no Neceſſity of a long Diſcourſe 5 
to perſwade Kindſon; he bad juſt learned in 
the City that the Ambaſſador of France inte- 


reſted himſelf in the Fate of the Priſoner; 55 
that it was reported eyer where that he was 
a Prince, that People's Sentiments were di- 
vided in regard to him, and that Miiitind 
alone ſeemed to deſire his Death. Theſe Re- 


ports, joined to, the Spllicitation of Tirinda, 


awakening; in his Heart the Defire of Ven- 
92 855 de made no Heſitation to, afſurs her, 
W 7 e de I 
ot provi IS; to her, upon 108 
that ſhe i e Carry it on N gh, a manner. 
that he might be in 35. Danger of being fur- 
prized: by, the, Prieſteſs, — that he might 
eſcape along with the Stranger. Tirinds, w 
knew him to bea rigid Obſgrverof his Word, 
charmed at having N overcome 75 
declared to, bigs e r from his haying 
Reaſon, to diſtruſt Chdomira,. he ke right 
certain of her Conſent, ſince the would DE by 


felf deliver the Stran 7 out of his Prifon, . he” 
5 


Upon this Promiſe, they agreed that he: 
ſhould. call. off thoſe, that were. upon 7 dat 
e Gates of the Tempſe,, under a, Pretext. 


af” having, been advertiſed that there 2 hs * 
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Park, and carry away the Prifoner by Force ;/ 


that he ſhould place, them all in Ambuſcade 


on that Side, and reſerve the Care of the 
Gate to himſelf, and thoſe in whom he could 
confide; and that when the Prieſteſs was ſa- 
tisfied that the Veſtals were aſleep, ſhe ſhould 


go herſelf. to the Tower, deliver the Captive, 


put him into his Hands, and leave to him the 
Care of the reſt. Tirinda gave him her Pro- 
miſe that ſhe would. execute this Project 


punctually, and went to re ejoin the Prieſteſs. 


with a Heart filled with che moſt pleaſing 

Hopes. She gave her an exact Account of 
her. Converſation with the Commander, and 
of the Reports that were ſpread about the City 
concerning her valiant Defender. The Qua- 
lity of the Unknown redoubling till more in 
the Mind of Ciodamira her Defire of faving 
him, the embraced the Veſtal, and by her 
touching Cateſſes, plainly conbin her of 
the preſſing Intereſt the took in the F ate of 


ric. 
She was not, "owdyer, the Gel Perſon 


who was in Pain for his Deſtiny. The Am- 
baſſador of Charlemagne, inſtructed of what 


had paſſed at th: Sacrifice, and not ſeeing 
the Prince appear, made no Doubt, upon 
the Recital that had been. made him of the 
Valour of the Conqueror of the Victim, but 
that it was this young Warrior, and ſome of 
his Train, who had been there ; having aſ- 
ſur'd him of it, he flew to Wi tikind, and 
repreſented ſtrongly to him, that it was vio- 
lating the Law of Nada to attempt upon 


tis Liberty of a Prince, who had enter'd mw 
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his Dominions under the Protection, and 
with the Privileges that thoſe, who follow an 

Ambaſſador, ought to enjoy, withdut Mo- 
leſtation: That Eric, not being of his Re- 
ligion, was ignorant of the Laws of it, and 
could not be accounted a Criminal for hav- 
ing preſerv'd ſo. many Lives, that were” ex- 
poſed to the Fury of the Bull, by vanquiſhing 
it: That his Action ought to be admired, and 
not blamed ; and that he demanded this il- 
luſtrious Priſoner of him, in the Name of 
| Charlemagne, whoſe Vengeance he conjured 

him not to excite, at the very Moment that 
be TTT 
But the barbarous Saxon, who had juſt 
learn'd that the Daniſb Troops were arrived 
to his Aſſiſtance, charmed at having a Chriſ- 
tian of that Importance to Tacrifits to his 
God Irminſul, anſwered the Ambaſſador with 
Fierceneſs, That all Strangers, of whatſoever 
Rank they were, ought to conform them- 
ſelves to the Laws of thoſe Countries into 
which their Curioſity led them: That Eric 
was guilty, and that he mult periſh : That he 
would have no Peace with Charlemagne, and 
had no Dread of his Arms: Adding, that he 
_ adviſed him to leave Ereſbourg himſelf, or he 
ſhould be obliged to have him ſeized upon. 
The Deſpair of the Ambaſſador was exceſ- 
ſive ; but, not being in a Situation to revenge 
the Injury done to his CharaQter, and rightly 
Judging that the King his Maſter would never 
leave it unpuniſhed, he. haſtened his Depar- 
ture, that that Monarch might prevent, it 
poſſible, the Fate that Was deſtined for the 
f 5 1 * F A Ty Wt A TED $33 27 Prince 
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Prince of Norway ; ; and the very fame Night 
quitting that b Court, he travelled 
with the greateſt Diligence to join the King 
of France, who advanced by haſty Marches, 
with a Deſign of ſurprizing % reſbour g. W hilſt 
the Ambaſſador flew in this manner to the 
Succour of Eric, whom WWitthind flattered 
"himſelf he ſhould make his Victim, and 
_ Clodomatk hoped the next Day to deliver him 
from his Impriſonment, the beauteous Hille- 

; garde, more ſpeedy in the Execution of her 
Project, waited with Impatience till all the 
Vellals were buried in Sleep, that ſhe might 
repair to the Tower of that illuſtrious Cap- 
tive. Tirinda, who conducted this great De- 

ny no ſooner heard the Bell ceaſe, that 
Founded for the Retreat of her Companions, 
than The went from Cell to Cell, to be al- 
ſured that none of them would come to in- 
_ terrupt her Enterprize ; and, when the pro- 
ſound Silence that reigned throughout the 
Temple, had perſwaded them that they had 
nothing to ſear, the Prieſteſs and this Veſtal | 
paſſed . to the Tower of Eric, who, far 
from thinking that they were endeavouring 
his Liberty, was then making the moſt me- 
lancholy Reflections upon his Lore, and upon 
„the Fate that was prepared for him. He 
_ doubted not but that the Ambaſſador had in- 
ſtructed Charkmagne of his Adventure, and 
that that Prince would come with an Army 
to his Aſſiſtance; but he dreaded beholding 
the Prieſteſs HOPE in the Ruins of the City 
of Erqbourg, without Glodomark himſelf hav- 
. ing it in his Power to preſerve her. As he 


Was 
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was ignorant of the Meaſures that he had 
taken for his F light, and the Intereſt he had 


in rendering the Veſtal the Companion of it, 
he was agitated with the moſt cruel Inquie- 
tudes, and was in the deepeſt Reverie' when - 
be heard the Doors of the Priſon open: But 
what was his Joy and his Surprize, when he 
ſaw the amiable Clodomara enter | Tirinda 
bore a Flambeau, and the Prieſteſs had in her 
Hand the Sabre of Eric. Tho the uncom- 
mon Hour of this Viſit, and the armed Hand 
of the Prieſteſs, made him have ſome Suſpi- 
cion that they came only to put him to Death, 
et he felt no Terror at it; and ſatisfied with 
ſing his Life by ſo dear a Hand, ſhe was no 
ſooner advanced nearer to him, than, per- 
ceiving thatſhe trembled and remained ſilent, 
he put himſelf into as humble a Poſture as 
the Chains with which he was confined would 
give him Leave; and looking upon her with 
equal Love and Reſpe&t — Strike, Madam; 
ſaid he to her, heſitate not to. puniſh a raſh _ 
Stranger, who is reſolved to adore you to his 
luaſt Sigh: If that is a Crime which deſerves 
Death, I think it my Glory to be a Criminal. 
Do more Juſtice to the Deſigp which ww | 
me hither, replied ſhe with Majeſty, as T:- 
rinda, with her Aſſiſtance, unlooſed his 
Chains; if you have any Sentiments that are 


in Favour of me, an eternal Abſence will [be 


Puniſhment enough, without my ſeeking to 
revenge myſelf by the Loſs of your Life; 
ſacrificing my juſt Anger to my Gratitude, - 
I am reſolved to forget the Raſhneſs of your 

= Words, 
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Words, to remember only the Exceſs of that 
Danger to which you expoſed yourſelf for 


me. I will reſtore you your Arms, with Li- 


berty to make uſe of them againſt all thoſe 
who would attack your Life ; but if it is true 


that you were born a Prince, and are of the 


Number of Charlemagne's Warriors, prove 
your Efteem of me, by obliging him to pro- 
tet the innocent and timid Virgins of this 
Temple, if the Fate of War ſhould again 
render him the Conqueror of the Saxons. 
Eric, aſtoniſhed at the Danger which this 
- generous Veſtal incurred by delivering him 
out of his Priſon, threw himſelf at her Feet, 
and giving a free Vent to his Tranſports — 
No, ſaid he to her, too admirable Clodomira ! 
J will never quit this Temple unleſs you con- 
ſent to fly with me: I am ignorant who you 
are; but I know that this Heart, of which 
you were the Miſtreſs from the firſt Moment 
that I beheld you, is not unworthy of being 


" offered to you, and that the paſſionate Eric, 


Prince of Norway, may, without Fear of 
Diſgrace to you, unite his Fate to your's. 
Alas! Madam, continued he, let me conjure 
5 — to quit for ever the odious Service of your 

ols; the Sovereign Maſter of the Univerſe 
has not formed you ſo perfect as you are, but 
to render you more worthy of knowing and 
adoring him: Open to me the Gates of this 
fatal Habitation, advertiſe the High Prieſt of 


our Eſcape, powerful Reaſons oblige him to 


love me, and will oblige him to follow me; 
be will be as a Father to you, ORE 
| 88 Bo oe, 
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Age, and his exalted Prudence will be an 
inviolable Security that my Reſpect ſhall al- 
ways equal the Ardour of my Love. 
If Eric had not ſpoke with ſo much Fire, 
the Surprize of the Princeſs would not have 
permitted her to-interrupt him : Araſpes had 
too thoroughly inſtructed her in the Hiſtory 
of her Family, for her to be ignorant how 
ſtrictly the Ties of Blood attached her to the 
Prince of Norway : a ſecret Joy ſeized upon 
her Heart when ſhe found that he whom ſhe 
had loved, without knowing him, was the 
Prince who, from her Infancy, had been de- 
ſtined for her Huſband; and ſeeing nothing in 
her Tenderneſs that could be condemned, ſhe 
was tempted to declare her Birth to him and 
to follow his Steps, when a Movement of 
Reſerve and Modeſty triumphed over the 


Emotions of Love, and conſtrained her to 


reflect that, beſides the Imprudence of aban- 
doning herſelf to the Conduct of a Man who 
might have named himſelf what he was not, 


and deceived her Confidence in him, ſhe run 


a Hazard of being an Obſtacle to his Flight, 
buy the Embarraſs of ſaving her from the Pur- 

ſuit of the Saxons ; and that the moſt ſafe 
way would be: to let him eſcape alone, that 
he might be more in a Situation to defend 
himſelf if he was attacked; judging likewife, 
that if the High Prieſt acted in concert with 
him, it would-be eaſy to them to find out 
means of reſcuing her from the Service of 
the Temple, ſhe determined therefore to con- 
ceal her Secret from-him, and to refuſe a Pro- 
poſal which ſhe imagined as prejudicial to her 

Es, 1 Glory, 
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Glory, as it was dangerous to the Deſire ſhe - 
had of preſerving him from the Fate he was 
threatened with, | s | 
But unable wholly to diſſemble what paſſed 
within her Heart, and to part from the Prince 
without animating him with ſome Ray of 
Hope — It is not in the leaſt ſurpriſing, my 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, that you ſhould not know the 
. unfortunate Clodomira; but it is impoſſible 
ſhe ſhould be ignorant of the Regard ſhe owes 
to the Prince Eric, that Illuſtrious Name, 
for Reaſons which I muſt not now difcover 
to you, but which I have the moſt earneſt 
Wiſh that you may ſoon be inſtructed in, en- 
gages me as ſtrongly to preſerve you as my 
Gratitude does. But expect not that I ſhould 
carry any farther the Sentiments which they 
inſpire me with. I fear not to expoſe my 
Lite to preſerve your's; but I dread expoſin 
my Honour, which is far dearer to me. f 
took Reſuge in this Temple only to preſerve 
me from the criminal Deſires of the cruel 
Witikind, What would he ſay, how terrible 
would be his Fury, if, purſuing our Steps, he 
ſhould unfortunately apprehend us? Ah! my 
Lord, continued ſhe, ſpare me the Horror of 
ſuch a Spectacle; if you wifh I fhould believe 
that J am dear to you, ſuffer me to make uſe 
of the Power that thoſe Sentiments give me 
over you, and let me command you to obey 
me. I do not oppoſe what your Tendernets 
may ſuggeſt, of conveying me to a leſs bar- 
barous Climate; and I dare to confeſs that, 
looking upon Prince Eric very differently 
from the King of the Saxons, I ſhall ſeek for 


* 


to the VEST AL. 233 
no Aſylum againſt his Pretenſions. The 
beauteous Prieſteſs could nyt prevent a riſing 
Bluſh as ſhe pronounced theſe tender Expreſ- 
ſions; and the paſſionate Prince of Norway 
was ſo tranſported with them, that he could 
find no Words expreſſive enough to ſhew the 
Exceſs of his Joy. . 

But Tirmda not giving him Leiſure to uſe 
his Eloquence, and preſſing Clodomira to leave 
the Tower, the charming Veſtal with fo 
much Earneſtneſs commanded her Priſoner to. 
follow her, that he was obliged to ſubmit to 
her Defires. She reftored his Sabre to him, 
and guiding her trembling Steps by the Light 
of Tirinda's Flambeau, ſhe conducted him 
to the Place where Xindſon had:poſted him- 
ſelf ; who holding the Gate of the Temple 
ready to be opened, was that Moment pre- 
paring to give him his Liberty, when a dread- 
ful Noiſe of Voices, who cried, To Arms, 
To Arms, reſounded in all Parts of the 
Temple, and ſeveral. of the Veſtals, affiſted 
by thoſe of the Guards who were not in the 
Secret, immediately ſurrounded them, ſeized 
upon the Prieſteſs, and uſed their utmoſt Ef- 


forts to do the ſame to Eric. But that valiant 


Prince, penetrated with the moſt lively De- 
ſpair at ſeeing the Danger that Cladomira was 
engaged in, and flattering himſelf with a Hope 
of delivering her from it, notwithſtanding the 
Attempts of her perfidious Companions, de- 
tended himſelf with ſuch ſurprizing Courage, 
that he put to Flight the Guards of the Tem- 
ple, killed ſeveral of them, and would not 
cven have ſpared the Veſtals, if their re- 
255 + 3: doubled 
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doubled Shrieks had not drawn thither the 
Guards, and all the Prieſts of the Temple of 
Irminſul. Clodemark, and the faithful Araſpes, 
who apprehended a Part of what had paſſed, 
run to them at the firſt Alarm ; but, as they 
were unarmed, and. that the Guards would 
have inevitably ſeized upon them, if they had 
teſtified the leaſt Intelligence with Eric, the 
High Prieſt had no other Reſolution to take, 
than to appear animated with the ſame Fury 
as the others; and as the Valour of Eric ſcat- 
tered Terror and Affright around him, ang 
that, ſupported by the Commander, -who 
ſeconded him with inexpreſſible Courage, he 
drove off all thoſe who endeavoured to ap» 
proach him: Clodomark making uſe of this 
_ Diſorder, and judging rightly, that ſooner or 
later their Number muſt overcome the Valour 
of Eric, he made a Sign to his dear Araſpes, 
who conceiving his Attention, ſeized upon 
the Arms of one of the Guards, who was juſt 
expiring, and feigning to ſecond the others, 
ſtrikes, eagerly preſſes upon the Combatants, 
and conſtrains them to go out of the Gate 
of the Temple. Then the Obſcurity of the 
Night concealing him from thoſe who ſtrove 
to take him, Araſpes approached him, named 
himſelf, and conjured him to follow him. 
The Prince, who, no more than his Ene- 
mies, could ſee upon whom his Blows fell, 
gave him his Hand, and let himſelf be con- 
ducted by him. Araſpes led him to the Tem- 
ple of the High Prieſt, and, taking him thro” | 
ſeveral private Paſſages, he made him enter 
into the ſubterraneous Vault, encloſed him 
| DR * within 
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within it, and, returning to the Place of the 
Combat, mingled himſelf amongſt the Guards, 
who had juſt thrown the brave K:nd/en upon 
the Earth, taking him for Er:c, and made 
him expire under their Blows, Then crying 
out, Victory! they returned to inform the 
High Prieſt of it, who, during the Combat, 
had inſtructed himſelf of the Occaſion of it. 
The moſt antient of the Veſtals told him, 
Fhat hearing ſome Perſon ſpeak in the Park 
which joined to her Cell, ſhe went out of it 


with a Deſign of advertiſing Cladomira; but, 


her Voice cloſe to the Tower, her Curioſity 

had forced her to guide her Steps the moſt 
gently ſhe could; that her Aſtoniſnment had 
been amazing, when ſhe ſaw the Prieſteſs. 
give her Hand to the Priſoner, and lead him. 
towards the Gate of the Temple, to convey: 


him from the Puniſhment due to his Crime: 


and that, unable to ſuffer her to diſhonour in - 
this Manner the glorious Title of Veſtal, ſhe 
had ſounded the Trumpet of War to call her 
Companions and the Guards to her Aſſiſt- 
ance ; adding, that ſhe demanded, in the 
Name of all the others, that Cladomira ſhould: 
ſubmit to the Puniſhment deſtined for thoſe . 
who had rendered themſelves unworthy of 
their Condition by their Commerce with 
Mankind. As ſhe finiſhed her. Diſcourſe, 
which the beauteous Prieſteſs liſtened to, 
with her Eyes fixed upon the Earth, and, 
without condeſcending to pronounce one 
Word in her own Defence, the Conquerors 
of the unfortunate Kind/on came to declare 
the Death. of the Fugitive. This * 
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News making more Impreſſion upon the 
Heart of Glodomira, than all the Invectives 
with which her jealous Companions loaded 
her, ſhe fainted away in the Arms of Tirinda, 
who, reſolving not to part from her, took 
hold of her on one Side, as her Accuſer did 
J „ 
The unfortunate Clodomark, who had been 
near-enough to Araſpes to know the Truth, 
and whoſe Heart was. torn in Pieces by the 
Situation the Prieſteſs was in, penetrated with 
the moſt lively Sorrow, immediately endea- 
voured to aſſiſt her, and in ſpite of the Veſ- 
tals, who deſired her Ruin, made her be con- 
veyed to his Apartment, where his Cares, and 
thoſe of the faithful Tirinda, ſoon recalled 
ber to Life; but it was only to ſhed a Tor- 
rent of Tears that ſhe revived, The High 
Prieſt earneſtly wiſhed to give her the Con- 
folation of knowing that he was her Father ; 
yet this Conjuncture, not being favourable to 
the Declaration of his Secret, he forced his 
Fenderneſs to Silence, and feeing ber en- 
tirely recovered from her Weakneſs, he 
named Tirinda and two of her Companions, 
who appeared truly affected at this Adven- 
ture, for her Guards, forbidding all the others 
to approach her, and went in ſearch of Araſ- 
pes, who waited for him at the Gates of the 
Temple, the Veſtals having hindered him 
from coming farther. 5 
He had no ſooner joined him, than he in- 
ſtructed him that Eric was in Safety; that 
the Guards, in that Obſcurity, had taken the 
Commander, Lindſon, for him; and that . 5 


to the VEST AL. © 237 
had ſhut him up in the Subterranean. Theſe 
Words having revived the Hopes of the High | 

Prieſt, he thought now only in what Manner 
he might ſave HFildegarde from the Rigour of 
the Laws of the barbarous Saxoms, who re- 
taining none of thoſe of the Romans, but 
what agreed with their natural Cruelty, as 
they did, buried thoſe Veſtals alive whoſe 
Virtue was ſuſpected; Clodomark, who was 
not ignorant of this cruel Cuſtom, affembled 
them all, and would have perſwaded them 
that their Glory was intereſted in approving 
the Compaſſion that the Fate of the Priſoner 
had inſpired their Prieſteſs with: That it 
was that Motive alone which made her 
ſet him at Liberty; adding, that he was af- 
_ - fured of her Virtue, but that nevertheleſs he 
ſhould puniſh her for her Imprudence in a 
manner that would ſatisfy their Indignation 
and that he conjured them to prevent the 
King's being informed of this Adventure, 
ſince the Cauſe of Irminſul was ſufficiently 
revenged by the Death of the Stranger. All 
the young Veſtals acquieſced in this Propo- . 
ſition; but the antient ones, jealous of the 
Merit of Clodomira, oppoſed it with the ut- 
moſt Firmneſs, and imagining they gave a 
new Luſtre to their falſe Virtue by tarmiſhing 


ber's, they reſolved upon her Ruin, and de- 


clared to the High-Prieſt, that if he refuſed 
to make her. ſubmit to the Sentence of the 
Laws, they would go and demand Juſtice of 
the King againſt him. Chdomark, who was 
unwilling to make them his Enemies, and 
hinder bimiclf from purſuing thoſe _— 
; | ; - WwmMC 
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which he had formed for the Delivery of the 
Priefteſs, feigned to agree to their Sentiments, 
and promiſed to inſtruct Wititind punctually 
of their Zeal and their Prudence: After that, 
having examined into the Number of the 
Guards, he found that all thoſe of the Tem- 
ple of the Veſtals had been killed, as well as 
their Commander, ſo that he was obliged to 
leave them Part of his, which he did with 
the more Pleafure, as it diſembarraſſed him 
from thoſe who were moſt ſuſpected by him, 
keeping only thoſe who were the moſt at- 
tached to him, to fetch off the dead Bodies, 
that they might not be freed from the Error 
they were in as to the Fate of Eric. In ef- 
fect, immediately repairing to the Place of 
the Combat with them and the faithful Araſ- 
pes, who paſſed for a poor Herdſman, whom 
the High Prieft entertained out of Hoſpita- 
lity, they acted with ſo much Addreſs, that 
Guards perceived nothing of the Matter, 
and threw all the Bodies indifferently upon 
the ſame Pile, where they conſumed them in 
the Flames, according to the Cuſtom of their 
Country, ſtill perſwaded that the Stranger was 
one of the Number, Xindſan having been ſo 
dishgured by repeated Wounds, that it was 
impoſſible to know him. „ 
After this Chdomark and Araſpes repairing 
to the ſubterraneous Vault, found there the 
valiant Eric, much leſs unquiet at what might 
be their Deſign in bringing him to this ob- 
ſcure Place, than at the 14 he was 
in as to the Fate of the Prieſteſs. As they 
had concerted to hide from him the ne 
5 . | - the 


\ | | 
. 
2 1 0 


* 


to the VEST AL. 139 
ſhe was in, they employed all their Eloquence 
to convince him that ſhe had nothing to fear, 
and that he ought poſitively to take Advan- 
tage of their Belief of his Death in order to 
join Charlemagne, and haſten the Approach 
of his Troops. But that Prince, being no 
longer able to diſguiſe his Sentiments from 
Cl:domark, declared fo poſitively to him that 
he would never quit Eręſbourg without having 

the Veſtal in his Poſſeſſion, that he was 
obliged to diſcover to him that he was not the 
only one who intereſted himſelf in her Life, 
and that paternal Love rendered her too dear 
to him to be able to leave her a Prey to the 
Fury of a barbarous People. Doubt it not, 
invincible Eric, continued he, perceiving his 
 Surprize, that Clodomira, who has captivated 
your Heart, whoſe Life you have preſerved, 
and who bas now expoſed her's for your Pre- 
ſervation, is the ſame Hildegard for whom 1 
have ſhed ſo many Tears, whom Araſpes 
educated, and who was raviſhed from him, 
now near two Years ſince: Judge then, my 
dear Eric, whether you can have any Appre- 
henſions of my abandoning her? Ah! rather 
dread, left by your Preſence you ſhould be 

raiſing an invincible Obſtacle to the Deſign I 
have formed of rendering you for ever happy: 
Conſider, that by 3 the Report of 
your Death, you will cauſe my Ruin, and 


that it is from my Hand alone that you can 
receive Hildegarde. No Conſideration leſs 
ſtrong could have made Eric ſubmit to his 
Deſires; and tho” the preſent Situation of 
them all, hindered him from abandoning _ 
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ſelf to the Joy of finding in Chdomira, 2 
Princeſs deſtined: to receive his Faith, yet he 
expreſſed enough to aſſure the High Sick 
that this Diſcovery had animated his Love 
with a double Ardour. He embraced Araſpe: 
a thouſand times, and conjured them both to 
inſtru him what he could do, to prove to 
them his Zeal, his Gratitude, and his lively 
Paſſion for the beauteous Hildegarde. They 
then diſcovered to him the Opening they had 
made in the Vault, which joined to the Banks 
of the River Imel, where the faithful Araſ- 
pes had a Bark in Readineſs for their Flight; 
he deſired him to make uſe of it for his 
Eſcape, to join the Army of the French, and 
to haſten their March towards Ereſbourg ; 
aſſuring him that before Charlemagne could 
attack that City, he might hope to ſee him 
arrive at his Camp with Hildegarde. 
Prince Eric, whoſe Love had inſpired him 
with a Project as dangerous as it was extra- 
ordinary, conſented to what they exacted 
from him; and being unwilling to loſe the 
leaſt Time, he bid adieu to Clodomark, re- 
commended his Princeſs to him, and pro- 
teſted to him, that his Return ſhould be even 
more ſpeedy than his own Deſign of quitting 
it. Araſpes unlooſed the Stone, and the 
Prince having remarked that a flight Effort 
on the Outſide would throw it down; con- 
_ firmed himſelf in his ſecret Reſolution; and 
leaping into the Bark with Araſpes, who was 
to ſerve him as a Eilot, they were ſoon at a 
great Diſtance from this hateful Place; and 
_ Codomart no ſooner loſt Sight of, than 25 1 
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cloſed the Vault, Ara ſpes deſigning to return 


into the City by the uſual Road, his Habit of _ 


a Shepherd freeing him from all Suſpicions. 
Whilſt the Darkneſs of the Night favoured 


them, and the Current of the Water con- 
veyed them according to their Wiſhes, Clo- 


domark judging that the antient Veſtals would 
moſt certainly inform Wititind of this Diſ- 
order in a Light the moſt favourable to their 
Animolity, he reſolved to prevent them, and 


to endeavour to obtain a Pardon for the 


Prieſteſs,-in favour of the Love which he had 


formerly felt for her, To this effect, he re- 
paired to the Palace, hoping that he ſhould 
be the firſt at his being awakened; but he 
had the Sorrow to find that Monarch in- 


ſtructed of the Adventure, and in a Fury and 
a Wrath which nothing could calm. He had 


roſe, and was holding in his Hand a Letter 


from her by whom the Prieſteſs had been 
ſurprzed. The Moment he perceived the 
High-Prieſt, he went up to him, and looking 
upon him with Eyes inflamed with Anger — 
Miniſter of Irminſul, ſaid he to him, I com- 
mand you to puniſh Gldomira according to 
our Laws, our Gods are inſulted, their Vic- 
tims have eſcaped them, and they demand 
Vengeance; I ſhould draw down 75 


ir Wrath 


upon my People and myſelf, if I fo much as 


heſitated upon ſacrificing her who has offended 


them, and who alone has been the Cauſe of 
this Confuſion. | 


<2 
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Clidomarꝶ, who endeavoured only to gain 

Time, would not irritate him by again oppo- 
ling this Sentence; but withing by Addreſs 
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to move his Paſſion — I am not ignorant, 
Lord, ſaid he to him, of the Crime of the 
Prieſteſs; but knowing how dear ſhe formerly 
was to you, and believing that her Youth and 
Her Inexperience might make her perhaps 
appear leſs guilty to you, I judged that it was 
my Duty not to decide her Fate till I had 
your Majeſty's Conſent, and the more, as the 
Blood of the Stranger has now appeaſed the 
Wrath of Irminſul. But mine is not appeaſed, 
returned that barbarous King ; the ungrateful 
Clodomira has ſhewn too plainly that Virtue 
has had no Share in her Contempt of my 
Love, ſince ſhe could forget, for an Unknown, 
the Duties of her Condition, Irminſul alone 
is worthy to be the Rival of Witikind; the 
Stranger has been his Victim, and Clodomira 
ſhall be mine; the Populace are in Terrors, 
my Warriors in Conſternation, and both of 
them regarding this ſiniſter unexampled Event 
as a fatal Preſage, already imagine they ſee 
the Chriſtians at our Gates; they muſt be 
reaſſured by ſeeing the Object of their Ter- 
ror periſh, and I muſt by that convince them 
that I will maintain their Laws and the Ser- 
vice of our Gods to the laſt Moment of my 
Life; then without condeſcending to liſten 
to his Anſwer, he declared to him, that being 
obliged in five Days to put himſelf at the Head 
'of his Troops, in order to meet the French, 
he commanded Clodomira ſhould undergo her 
Sentence before his Departure, that this Te- 
ſtimony of his_ Juſtice might reanimate the 
Courage of his Soldiers; and having diſmiſſed 
him after theſe cruel Words, it was impoſſible 
» = | 3 
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to induce bim to grant him a longer Audi- 


ence. 2233 
It is eaſy to imagine the Situation of Clado- 


mark; but without Arms, without Defenee, 


in the midſt of a ſuperſtitious People and a 
barbarous Court, Diſſimulation was the only 


Part he had to reſolve upon, and upon that 


his Prudence immediately made him deter- 
mine. But that Providence who deſigned to 
rouſe him from his Blindneſs by theſe extra- 
ordinary Events, making uſe of the Emotions 


of Nature to inſpire him with a Deteſtation 


for theſe dreadful Rites, gave him ſo ſtrong a 


| Horror at the Barbarity they cauſed in their 


Followers, that he was no ſooner returned to 
his Apartment, than tranſported by his Con- 
cern — God of the Chriſtians, cried he, raiſ- 

ing his Hands to Heaven, protect the inng- 


cent Hildegarde, preſerve me from theSterm 


now falling on my devoted Head, and I pro- 
teſt to conſecrate the Remainder of my Life 
to thy Service. This ardent Prayer was not 


long in producing its Effect; Cladomark un- 


quiet, agitated, and in a Confuſon which 
allowed him no Repoſe, paſſed the Night 


walking in his Apartment, and waiting win 


Impatience for the Return of Araſpes; but 


this Agitation giving no Relief to his Con- 
cern, he went down into the ſubterranean 
Vault, and continued for ſome time in the 


ſame Occupation, the Confuſion of his Ideas 
preventing him from the Uſe of his Reaſon, 


when lifting his Eyes towards the upper Part 


of the Vault, he was in a Moment ſtruck 


with a Thought, which in an Inſtant a 
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all thoſe which had before obſcured his 
Mind; and reflecting that as it was in his 

Power to chuſe the Place which was to ſerve 
for-a Grave to the Veſtal, he might have it 
ſunk directly over this Vault, and find Me- 
thods for her deſcending into it without his 
Artifice being perceived; he returned Thanks 
to that Power which had inſpired him with 
this Expedient, and immediately endeavoured 
to procure ſecretly what he thought neceſſary 
to the Execution of this Deſign and its Suc- 
ceſs; he employed himſelf till Day-break in 


', conlidering upon proper Meafures, and ſeeing 


the Hour approach of Araſpes's Return, he 
re-entered his Apartment to wait for him 
there. In effect, tifis faithful Friend ſoon 
after arrived; he had conveyed Eric, without 
any Accident, to the fartheſt Bank of the 
River which joined upon the Fields, and 
having conducted him to a Houſe which fur- 
niſhed their Saxon Travellers with the Con- 
veniences they ſtood in-need of, the Prinee 
had there took Horſes and a Guide in order 
to leave the Dominions of Mitibind, and had 
departed with his Conductor in hopes of ſoon 
meeting him again. 5 : 
- "The High Prieft, at hearing the Prince was 
out of Danger, inſtructed Ara ſpes in what he 


bad done ſince his Departure, and communi- 


rated the Project he had formed to fave Hil- 
Aegarde; he was charmed with it; and as he 
had a free Entrance into the Temple without 
the leaſt Suſpicion, he took upon himſelf the 
Care of providing the Inſtruments neceflary 
for that Enterprize, which he 8 the 
L | me 


fame Day; and the following Night, he 
and the High Prieſt wrought with. ſo great 
Aſſiduity and Induſtry, that rn, ſucceeded 
in looſening a large Stone in the Vault, with 
an Opening large enough for a Perſon to paſs 
through. They then repoſed themſelves, and 
afterwards formed a Machine with Pullies 
and Weights, that made the Stone riſe and 
deſcend as they thought proper; and when 
they were aſſured on that Side, they pierced 
the Vault, to mark without the Place where 
this Opening was, after which the High Prieſt - 
went to ſearch for the Mark, which happen- 
ing to be in the Sanctuary of the Temple, was 
fortunately in the moſt proper Place for the 


I Ceremony of the Burial of the Veſtal to be - 


regularly performed, The following Night 
they laboured to prepare the Grave in ſuch a a 
manner, as to leave a proper Quantity of Earth 
to conceal the Machine, which Clodomark-. 
reſolved to make a Trial of; ſo that having 
laid himſelf down in the Grave, Araſpes in 
the Vault drawing down the Weights that 
moved it, let down the High Prieſt with 
great Safety almoſt to the Ground. The Joy 
they had at ſeeing the happy Succeſs of their © 
Imagination, taking from them the Remem- - 
brance of all their Misfortunes, and animat- 
ing them to leave nothing imperfect in this 
great Deſign, they re- eſtabliſned ſo well the 
Place, that it was impoſſible to perceive the 
leaſt Appearance of Deceit. Three whole 
Days and Nights were employed in this 
Work, during which Mititind and the Vef- 
tals ceaſed not to preſs the High Prieſt to 
' | * haſten 
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haſten the Puniſhment of Cldomira, who on 
her Side expected that fatal Moment with a 
Courage that amazed her barbarous Eriemies, 
In effect, this beauteous Princeſs, per- 
ſwaded of the Death of Eric, looked upon 
| her own as the only Termination of her 
Sorrows, and far from being afraid, wiſhed 
earneſtly to finiſh a Life which her Love and 
her Sorrow equally rendered a Burthen to 
her. The faithful Tirinda, whoſe Tears and 
Sighs had never ceaſed ſince this fatal Adven- 
ture, accuſed Heaven, Earth, and Men of In- 
juſtice and Cruelty, and omitted no Oppor- 
tunity of reproaching the Veſtals with the 
Indignity of their Proceedings. But neither 
the Conſtancy of the Prieſteſs, nor the Invec- 
tives of Tirinda, had any Power over theſe 
barbarous Minds; and as it was abſolutely 
neceſſary that Clodomark ſhould pronounce in 
public the Sentence of the Prieſteſs and her 
+ Confidante, the third Day of his Labours in 
the ſubterranean Vault, he appeared in the 
Tribune of the Temple, where, the Multi- 
tude was aſſembled, and with a loud Voice 
condemned Cl:domira to the dreadful Puniſh- 
ment of being buried alive, as the Chaſtiſe- 
ment due to her Crimes. He declared Ti- 
rinda, her Accomplice, unworthy of living 
amongſt the Veſtals, degraded her from that 
* Title, condemned her to place the 


Prieſteſs herſelf in the Tomb, and baniſhed . 


her for ever from her Country, declaring 
that the Ceremony and the-accompliſhing of 
this Sentence, ſhould be executed the follow- 
ing Night by the Light of Flambeaux, _ 
33 2 ES a 
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all the Pomp and Magnificence that was pro- 

r for the Sacrifice that was to be made of 
the Life of Cladomira to the God Irmimſul. 
That barbarous People apphuded this Diſ- 
courſe by a thouſand Cries and Acclamations; 1 
and tho? the High Prieſt was certain of the | 

Safety of his Daughter, yet the deteſtable Joy 
of the Saxons filled his Soul with fo much 
Grief, that he ſhut himſelf up with Araſpes, 
under a Pretext of paſſing that Day and the 
Night in Retirement, Prayers and Faſting, 
and commanded his Prieſts to do the ſame, E 
to render their God propitious to them. In aA 
the mean time the paſſionate Eric imagining- : 
to himſelf a Part of what had paſſed in Ereſ-- 
Bourg, and eager to prevent the Conſequences i 
of it, haſtened his Journey in ſo ſurprizing a- 1 
manner, that he found himſelf upon the Con- 
fines of the County of Valdecł, before the- = 
Cloſe of the Day of his Departure from Ereſ- | 
b:urg, There ſending back his Guide and his 
Horſes, he took freſh ones, and- uſed. fuck 
uncommon Diligence, that he arrived at one of 
the Places deſtined for the Conjunction of the 
Armies of Charles, where ſeveral Bodies of his 
Troops were already reaſſembled. Their Joy 
was exceſſive at the Sight of the valiant Prince 
of Norway, who, to loſe no Time, and to 
profit by the Love that the Soldiers expreſſed 
for him, detached a Hundred of the moſt reſo- 
| Jute of them, had them armed and clothed in 
the Saxon manner, put on himſelf the ſame 
| Diſguiſe, and diſpatched a Courier to Charle- 
magne to inſtruct him of what he deſigned to 
do, he put himſelf at the Head of his De- 

1 58 tachment, 
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tachment, and conducted it without any Ob- 
ſtacle to the Banks of the River mel, becauſe. 
thoſe Saxons who ſaw them march took them 
to be a Part of their own Troops. After a 
March of three Pays and three Nights, on 
the fourth Night they paſſed. the River, and 
proceeded to the Entrance of the ſubterra- 
nean Vault of the Temple, where Eric threw- 
down the Stone to procure a Paſſage for his 
Soldiers. But the Inſtant of his Arrival, be- 
ing that of the Obſequies of Clodomira, he 
was extremely aſtoniſhed to find the Place 
_ lighted by ſeveral Flambeaux, and to perceive 
Araſpes alone in it, who ſeemed to fix his 
whole Attention upon the Top of the Vault, 
at which he looked with the utmoſt Stedfaſt- 
neſs. The Noiſe which Eric made as he en- 
tered with his Soldiers, having rouſed him 
from his Occupation, he believed himſelf 
ruined when he faw ſo many Men in Arms; 
and taking them for the Guards of Wititind, 

he thought of nothing but preſerving himſelf 
from the Horror of that Spectacle, which he 
imagined he muſt be the Witneſs of: and 
ftruck with this Idea — Barbarians, ſaid he, 
advancing towards them, begin by taking 
away my Life, and render me the firſt Victim 
of the Fury of your inhuman Monarch. My 

dear Araſpes, ſaid the Prince, holding out his 


Arms to embrace him, recover yourſelf from 


your Error, and know Eric who flies to the 
Aſſiſtance of the adorable Clodomira; deliver 
up to us the Paſſages of the Temple, let us 
penetrate into the City, and ſuffer me to 
open the Gates of it to the Army of the 


f French, 


'- 
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French, who muſt by this Time be encamped 


under your Ramparts. 5 
| Theſe Words, and the Preſence of the 
Prince of Norway, having recovered Araſpes 
from his Terror, he informed him ſuccinctly: 
of what in an Hour or two was to be put in 
Execution, and conjured him to wait for that 
Event before he began his Enterprize, Eris 
was ſtruck with Horror at this News, and 
unable to figure to himſelf that the Stratagem 
of Clodemark was ſufficient to fave Hilde- 
garde, he would have interrupted this dread- 
ful Ceremony, put all to Fire and Sword, 
_ penetrated: even to-H/itikind thro* the midit 
of his Guards, and plunged a Poniard into 
bis Breaft; but Araſpes made him fo clearly 
ayprehend that in a few Moments the Prin- 
ceſs would be in the ſame Vault, without any 
Poſſibility of endangering her, and that his 
Precipitation. muſt — * the Miſcarriage 
of both their Deſigns, that he at length con- 
ſented to what he deſired, Fhen having im- 
poſed Silence upon themſelves, they ranged 
their Soldiers without Noiſe in two Lines 
along the Vault, and keeping themſelves in 
Readineſs to move the Weights when it was 
a proper Time, they waited for the Signal 
which was to advertiſe them of it. 
— Whilſt theſe Things paſſed beneath the 
Temple, the People, aſſembled within its In- 
cloſure, at length ſaw the innocent Cladomira 
arrive in the midſt of her cruel and inhuman 
Companions, with a Bandage over her Eyes, 
and her Hands chained behind her. The de - 


folate Tirinda unveil'd, and ſtrip'd of all te 


Ornaments. 
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Omaments of a Veſtal, marched immediately 
after her, with Deſpair painted ſtrongly upon 
her Face. The Prieſts came after, having the 
Pontiff at their Head; and in this Order 
- having conducted the Victim into the Sanc- 
tuzry, where the barbarous Wititind was: 
placed with all his Court, the High Prieſt 
commanded. the Tomb to be opened, and 
when that was done, approaching Cladomira, 
he demanded if ſhe had any thing toſay? No, 
replied ſhe, 1 die innocent, but I die with 
Joy. Thoſe Words having excited a Mur- 
mur amongſt the People, which prevented 
any thing from being heard that was ſaid by 
thoſe near the Prieiteſs, Glodomark ſeizing 
upon that Moment, and feigning to tye the 
Bandage ſtraiter upon her Eyes — My dear 
Hildegarde, ſaid he to her, fear nothing, Eric 
is living, and you ſhall not dye, it is your Fa- 
ther that aſfures you of it. Then railing his 
Voice, he made Tirirda advance, and com- 
manded her to put her down into the Grave. 
That Virgin, whoſe Situation is impoſſible 
to be deſcribed, gave the moſt terrible Shrieks, 
and would have reſiſted the Order; but Co- 
domira, guided by the Sound of her Voice, 
_ embracing her with an Intention to conſole 
her, the generous Tirinda, preſſed by the 
Veſtals to obey the High Prieſt, took her in 
her Arms, and leaped down with her into the 


Grave ſo ſuddenly, that it was not in the 
Power of any Perſon to force her from ber. 

Then the High Prieſt, charmed with this 
Action, cried out, Let them both dye then, 
and let the Stone be put upon their * 


5 


This Order was immediately executed the 
Moment it was given; and Clodomark havin 

ſtruck three Blows upon the Tomb with a 
Battle-Ax, as if to preſs it down according 
to their uſual Ceremony, Araſpes advertiſed 
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Eric that that was the Signal, and at that 


Moment drawing the Weights, they gently 
let down the Machine-upon which were the 


two Veſtals, almoſt as much terrified at fecl- 


ing the Earth fink down beneath them, as at 


the horrible Puniſhment they imagined they 


were to undergo. 5 
Araſpes, aſtoniſhed at ſeeing two Women, 
immediately took Tirinda; and the amorous 


Prince ſeizing upon Clodomira, unlooſed her 


Bandage and her Chains; and having ſet her 


gently upon the Ground by Tirinda, to whom 


Araſpes had rendered the ſame Service, th 
look'd upon each other, and then caſting their 
Eyes around, ſtrove to comprehend the My- 


ſtery of their Adventure, when the Prince of 


Norway throwing himſelf at the Feet of the 
Princeſs—Recover your Spirits, Madam, ſaid 
he, and ſee at your Knees Eric living, Eric, 


the moſt in Love of all Mankind, who comes 


to ſecond Araſpes and Clodomark in reſcuing 
es from this fatal Place. Doubt it not, my 
Princeſs, faid Arafpes, approaching her; not 
only Heaven has preſerved Prince Eric, but it 


reſtores to you your illuſtrious Father, and 


that Araſpes, whom you have ſo long ho- 
noured with that glorious Title. "IE 


Oh, Heaven! then cried Hildeearde, what 


do I ſee! What do I ſee! What do I hear! 
My Senſes do they deceive me! 'Oh, my 
1 55 | | | Father ! 


— 


* 
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Father]! Oh, dear Prince] continued ſhe, 
holding out her Hands to them : -Is not this a 

Dream! Or does the Fear of Death, and the 
Deſire of feeing you both again obſcure my 

Reaſon, and make me take illuſive Phantoms 
for real Objects] Tirinda, whoſe Surprize 
was not leſs great, ſaid almoſt the ſame, and 


could ſcarce believe this amazing Event. But 
at length Araſpes and the Prince having haſtily 


_ inſtructed them in all this Myſtery, they were 


reaſſured, and giving themſelves up to Joy, 
they returned a thouſand Thanks to their De- 
liverers. The beauteous Hildegarde recol- 
lecting the Words of the High. Prieſt, and 
Joining them to what Araſpes had ſaid, was 
ſenſible at that Moment that the Reſpect ſhe 
had been ſtruck with-at the firſt time he had 
offered himſelf to her Sight, ſprung ſolely 
from the Emotions which Nature had excited 
in her Heart; and eager to' embrace his 
Knees, ſhe conjured Araſpes to conduct her 
to him, juſt as he entered into the Vault. 

A leſs preſſing Motive than that which 
conducted him thither, could not have made 
him ſeen ſo many Soldiers under Arms with- 
out Fear and Aſtoniſnment. But Hildegarde 
and the Prince of Norway preſented them- 
ſelves to his Sight ſo immediately, that he 
had not Leiſure to reflect upon that Spectacle, 
The ' Princeſs would have thrown herſelf at 
his Feet; but preventing her by preſſing her 

in his Arms—Oh, my dear Hildegarde] ſaid 
he, how many Tears have you coſt me, how 
many dreadful Alarms, and how deeply ought 

we to revere the inviſible Hand agen.” o 
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ſuch ſurprizing Paths of its Providence, has 

ſo wonderfully united us. The young Prin- 
ceſs returned theſe Words by the moſt touch- 
ing Careſſes; and preſenting Tirinda to him, 


= beg'd him to be a ſecond Father to her, and 
to permit her, who had ſo generoufly followed 


her to the Grave, to be with her the Remain- 

der of her Life. Clodomark embraced this 
amiable Maid, and gave the higheſt Applauſe. 
to the Action ſhe had done, affirin her that 

in the Sentence he had given F her, his 
ſole Deſign was to reſcue her from the Service 
of the Temple, that ſhe might live for ever 


with Hildegarde, Araſpes was extremely” ſen- 


ſible of the Marks ſhe had given of the Soli- 
dity of her Friendſhip, and conceived for her, 


from that Moment, fo tender an Eſteem; 


that it might have been named Love, if the 
preſent Conjuncture could have been favour- 
able to that Paſſion; but the Situation of their 
Affairs not permitting thoſe illuſtrious Perſons 
to have any other Thoughts but in what man- 
ner they ſhould leave this Place, Eric made 
known to Cladomark of what Conſequence it 
was to him to march into the City with his 


Troop, having given his Promiſe to Charle- 


nagne: to facilitate an Entrance to him that 
very Night, upon the Calculation he had 
made of the Time that was neceſſary to ar- 
rive at the Temple, and of the Progreſs the 
Army of that Monarch could make in order 
to ſurprize the City. 

Then, after many Reflections, it Has con- 
cluded that Clodemark and the faithful Araſpes 
thould remain upon — in the Temple 


with "3 
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with thirty of the Soldiers of Eric, and that 


they ſhould keep themſelves in-Readineſs to 


ſally out by the ſubterranean Vault in caſe of 
Accident, and. that the Prince of Norway, 
with the Remainder of his People, ſhould go 
and ſeize upon one of the Gates of the City, 
Thus, when all was huſhed, Eric and the Sol- 
diers marched out of the Temple in great 
Silence, by a private Gate which opened into 
the Foreſt, the Centinel of which was en- 


a tirely devoted to the High Prieſt, who con- 


ceiving that they went upon ſome great De- 
ſign, ſtrove to prove his Zeal, by demanding 
to follow Eric in his Expedition; to which he 
conſented, and the more willingly, as he judg'd 
that this Saxon might be neceſſary to him in 


_ order to deceive the others. 


All that diſquieted bim at that Moment 
was his Fear leſt Charlemagne ſhould not be 


yet arrived; but that invincible Monarch had 


taken ſuch prudent Meaſures, and Spies had 
ſerved him ſo faithfully, that having learned 


that the Army of Mitibind was aſſembled 


ſome ves diſtant from Ereſbourg, to wait 
there for the King, and for the Daniſh Rein- 
forcement which was to join them, he had 
marched thither with ſo much Diligence, 
that he came within Sight of the Enemy 
the Evening before the Burial of the Prin- 
cels, had given them Battle, routed them en- 
tirely, put them all to the Sword, and conti- 
nued his March to the very Walls of Ereſ- 
Bourg, before Hitikind could poſſibly receive 
the News of the Defeat of his Troops; fo 
that the Prince of Norway having i 


* . # 
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the City, and having preſented bimſelf wit 


his Soldiers to the Guards as a Saxon, which 
Language he ſpoke as fluently as the Natives 
of the Country, and giving them the Word, 
which he had learned from the Centinel of 


the Temple, he made them open the Barrier 
to bim as by the Order of Mitibind, feigning 


that it was to give Entrance to a Detachment 

of the Daniſh Troops, who waited only for 

the Signal to advance. *_ — FE = 
They believed' him, Then having made 


himſelf Maſter of the Gate with his Soldiers, 
be mounted upon one of the Towers with - 


which it was flank'd, and gave. the Signal 
agreed upon. It was anſwered without delay. 
At the fame Inſtant opening the Gate, the 
French Troops began to enter. The Saxons 

perceiving, but too late, that they had been 
deceived, would have oppoſed their Pallage; 
but the brave Eric, ſeconded by his Follow- 
ers, ſuſtained their Efforts with ſo much Va- 
lour, that they were almoſt totally put to the 
Sword, Thoſe who could eſeape, ran imme- 


diately to ſpread the Alarm throughout the 


City. H/itihind, awaken'd by the redoubled 
Cries that reſounded every where, haſtily put 
on his Arms, mounted his Horſe, and gather- 


ing up all the Troops he had in Ere/bmire, 


flew to the Succour of the City; but thoſe 
of Charlemagne, diſperſed in every Quarter, 
ſlaughtered all thoſe who endeavoured to reſiſt 
them; and notwithſtanding the Valour and 
the Deſpair of Mititind, he had the Sorrow to 
ſee his People ſubdued, and his Capital in-the 
Power of the Chriſtians.” In the mean time 
— Z. 2 | Eric, 
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Eric, ſtill trembling for the Safety of Hilde. 


garde, and having no more Enemies to com- 
bat in his Quarter, repaired haſtily to the 
Temple, to prevent any Inſult to the Obje& 
of his Love. The Guards put themſelves into 
a Poſture of Deſence at his Approach ; but 
their Intrepidity ſerved only to procure them 
Death. Cledomark, advertiſed by the claſhing 
of the Arms and the Cries of the Comba- 
tants, marched with Araſpes and the reſt of 
the Soldiers to the Place of the Combat, and 
the Day, which was already broke, ſhewing 
them that it was Eric, they ranged themſelves 
on his Side, and forced the Saxers to beg for 
Quarter, . ; a | . 
At length the formidable Charlemagne hav- 
ing himſelf entered the City, he conſtrained 
the Inhabitants to implore his Clemency, 
whilſt Wititind, abandoned by his Subjects, 
and without Hope, found himſelf obliged 
to ſeek his Safety by Flight, his haughty 
Courage not permitting him to implore» 
Mercy from his Conqueror. In effect, profit - 
ing by the Confuſion of his own People, and 
the great Hurry of the French, he eſcaped, 
with only one Attendant ; and gaining the 
open Country, he joined the Danes, who 
were marching to his Aſſiſtance. In the 
mean time Charles having made himſelf abſo- 
lutely Maſter of Ereſbourg, and in Poſſeſſion of 
the Palace of the vanquiſh'd King, gave his 


Royal Promiſe that he would treat the Saxons 
as his own Subjects, upon Condition they 
embraced Chriſtianity; and would take no 
- ' Repoſe till he had broke down the Statue of 

n : Irminful, 
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| I-ninſul, and deſtroyed, without Reſour6e;. 
all the Things that were of Uſe in its facri- - 
legious Rites. - $123, 197 


For this effect, having repaired to the Tem- 
ple, he was received there by Prince Eric, 


who preſented to him Cldomart and the beau- 


tiful Hildegarde, making them known to. 


him by a ſuecinct Relation of their Adven- 
tures, in Which he did not forget to include 
the Zeal and the Fidelity df Araſpes and T 
rinda, The magnanimous Monarch, chatm'd: 
at ſeeing Eric again, embraced him tenderly,. 
giving the moſt exalted Applauſes to his Pru- 
_ dence and his Valour, and teſtified” to Ch 
mark a ſincere Joy at his being able to give 
him a ſincere Proof of his Eſteem, by ren. 
dering the latter Part'of his Life more happy 
than the Beginning had been; and-as he was 
the moſt gallant Prince of his Time, he made 
the young Princeſs ſenſible, that he was as 
good 4 Judge of the Charms of a Beauty, as 
he was of the Actions of a Warrior. He 
ordered Apartments to be prepared for them: . 
in the Palace; and imagining the Sentiments-. 
of Eric for Hildegarde, he omitted nothing 
that might prove his Friendſhip to hin. 
In the mean time, intendiug to ſecure his 
Conqueſt, he reſolved to purſne Mititina, 
and to combat the Danes who had come to 
his Aſſiſtance: and leaving a ſtrong Garriſon 
in Ereſbourg, with Clodemark and Araſpes, 
who were to command in that City, he 
marched out of it at the Head of his Army, 
having the brave Eric at his Side. They had 
no long Mareh' to take; the intrepid ins 
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had joined the Danes, reaſſembled to his 
Standard the broken Remainder of his Troops, 


and came to meet the French with the ſame 
undaunted Firmneſs, as if he had never been 


overcome. But his Valour was ſtill uſeleſs to 


him; and tho' he ſhewed on that Occaſion 
Prodigies of Courage, his Army was entirely 
defeated, the Danes, as well as the Saxons, 
put to the Sword, or taken Priſoners, The 
— nanimous Charles, enchanted at findin 
ztikind, a Hero worthy of his Clemency, 
8 that he ſhould be ſeized, but 
that they ſhould not endanger his Life. This 
Moderation facilitated his Flight, that Prince 
fearing Death much leſs than the Loſs of his 
I therty: But as he was now no longer in a 
Eon to form any Enterprize, Charles 
had him followed only to know the Place of 
his Retreat, and remained triumphant- in 
Ereſbourg, where, to ſolemnize his Victory, 
he cauſed the Temple of Irminſul to be dedi- 
cated to the true God, ſet the Prieſts and the 
Veſtals of that Idol at Liberty, and afterwards 
diſperſed them into Cloiſters of the different 
Sexes, to be inſtructed in the only pure Reli- 


fle Clodomart, ſtrongly. perſwaded in his 
eart that he owed this great Event wholly to 


* the Vow. he had made to the God of the 


Chriſtians, perſwaded Hildegarde, Araſpes, 
and Tirinda, to be converted as he was, and 
went to demand of Charlemagne that they 
might be aſſiſted in this Action by the Rea- 
ſonings of the moſt learned Divines. 
That Monarch, who was willing to render 


this Ceremony. public, and to fayour Eric, 
S571 3 5 8 Ve 
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gave him the Charge of conducting Hilde- 
garde and Tirinda to the Abbey of Farnou- 

tier, of which the Princeſs- Hiltrude, his 
Daughter, was Abbeſs, and kept near his own 
Perſon Clodomarꝭ and the faithful Araſpes. 
As Eric knew Hiltrude, and her Exhorta- 
tions had ftrongly contributed to his aban- 
doning his Errors, he felt a ſincere Joy at 


putting the beautiful Hildegarde into her 
Hands, Their Journey was proſperous, and 


that illuſtrious Abbeſs received them with the 
Tenderneſs of a Mother, Not long after, 
Charlemagne having given a Truce to his 
Conqueſts, that he might let his Court enjoy 
his auguſt Preſence, and employ himſelf in 
ſuccouring the Neceſſities of his People, he 


permitted Clodomark to repair to Farmoutier 


with Araſpes and the Prince Eric, to fetch 
from thence Hildegarde and Tirinda, whoſe 
Abjuration had been performed with the ut- 
moſt Solemnity. The Princeſs Hiltrude re- 


ceived them at the Head of her Community; _ 


but at the Inſtant when ſhe was liſtening to 


the Compliment of the Princeſs, and prepar- 


ing to anſwer them, the exceſſive Sighs and 


Fears of one of her Religious cauſed ſo great 
a Confuſion amongſt thoſe holy Virgins, that 


ſhe was obliged to interrupt herſelf to know 


the Occaſion of it. Then the Perſon who . 


was the Subject of it having approached, and 
throwing herſelf at her Feet, ſhe. lift up her 
Veil, and was preparing to ſpeak, when Clo- 


domark perceiving in that beauteous Face, 


overſpread with Tears, all the Features of his 
deareſt Uriſberte, gave a Cry that e 
5 | the 


. 
1 Z 
=_ 
" : 
- 4 
14 
ry 
wt t . 
28 
12 
A 
* * ' 
* ö 
iT 
4: | 
4 


— 


266 Tt s E QUE L 


the Aſtoniſhment of the whole Aſſembly. 
He did not leave them in Ignorance of what 
occaſioned his Surprize, but advancing haſtily 


towards her — Juſt Heaven! cried he, it is 


+ Uriſberte, Great God! cried that illuſtrious 


Recluſe at the ſame Moment, I am not de- 


ceived, it is Clodemar# that I ſee | It is im- 


poſſible to deſcribe, with Regularity, all that 


paſſed at that nappy Moment between III. 
10 


degarde, Araſpes, Eric, and the faithful Pair, 


united by ſo ſurprizing an Adventure. The 


young | 
her Mother, Clodomark embraced her Knees, 
Eric informed the Abbeſs, Araſpes gave 2 
thouſand Marks of Joy, and the whole Com- 
munity, moved at fo touching a SpeQacle, 
could not refrain their Tears. 


At length the Princeſs Hiſtrude wiſhing to 


be inſtructed in this Event, having impoſed 
Silence, raiſed: up Uriſberte, embraced her, 


rinceſs threw herſelf at the Feet of 


and aſſuring her of all the Services that were 


in her Power, conjured her to inform her why. 


when ſhe entered into the Abbey. The wiſe 


Uriſberte returned Thanks for her Good- 


ſhe had concealed her Name and her Birth 


_ neſs, and judging that Eric had informed her 


of her Adventures till her Shipwreck, ſhe 


began her Recital only from that Day. I 
had long, Madam, ſaid ſhe, been a Chriſtian 
in my ear when I conjured Clodomark to 


conduct/me into France, A Slave of that 
Nation” whom I had about me, had given me 
the firſt Inſtructions in her Religion, and I 
was ſo thoroughly perſwaded of the Truth 
of them, that when I delired to —— ox 
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Trial of the Burning Iron, in order to juſtify 
the Innocence of my Huſband, it was with 
the ſole Thought of imploring the Aſſiſtance 
of the God of the Chriſtians, and in the Hope 
that his Juſtice would enable me to overcome 


the Calumny and Malice of his Accuſers. 


My Expectation was not deceived I lift up - 
my Heart and Vows to him, and I received 
from his Hands the Victory over my Enemy. 
From that Moment, burning with the Deſire 
of appearing openly what I was in Secret, I 
prevail'd on my Huſband to retire into France, 
not judging it proper to declare my Inten- 
tions to him till I was in a Place of Safety, 
and under the Protection of a Prince who 
might preſerve me from his Wrath, if he 
ſhould not approve of my Deſign ; but Pro- 
vidence, which reſolved to try my Conſtancy, 
made us meet with that cruel Shipwreck, in 
which I loſt at once Clodomark, my Daugh- 
ter, and the faithful Araſpes, to whom we had 
the greateſt Obligations 

Some Charitable Herdſmen ſuccoured me, 
and conducted me to their Hutts: I was not 
inſenſible of the dreadful Loſſes T had under- 
gone; but continuing firm in my Reſolu- 
tions, I ſacrificed them to him who had deli - 
vered me from ſo many Dangers; and ſome 
few _ after my Misfortune, having learned 
that a Merchant Ship had put into a Creek 
upon. the Shore where the Shepherds inha- 
bited, to be under Covert: from the Storm, I 
got myſelf conducted thither, and making 
uſe of a Claſp of Diamonds I had upon my 
Robe, to facilitate my Agreement with the 
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Commander, he received me with Joy, and 
promiſed to land me in one of the Ports of 
France. He kept his Promiſe; our Naviga- 
tion was moſt fortunate, and I received a 
thouſand Marks of Attention from thoſe in 
the Veſſel, who were of France, and who 
landed me upon the Coaft of Bretagne. The 
Commander having delivered to me a conſi- 
derable Sum in Return for my Diamonds, I 
was in no Embarraſs to preſent myſelf to a 
Religious Houſe, where I was inſtructed, and 
performed my Abjuration. 
It was there I learned that the auguſt Char- 
lemagne had made one of the Princeſſes, 
his Daughter, Abbeſs of Farmoutier. The 
Deſire 'of approaching nearer to that great 
Prince, made me form the Reſolution of 
removing hither, and I entered the Houſe 
with a Deſign of never quitting it, I pre- 
ſented myſelf only under the Name I had 
received at my Baptiſm, out of Humility, 
entirely renouncing my former Name, and 
the Title of Princeſs. The uncommon Vir- 
tues which I ſaw daily practiſed here, having 
determined me to take the — Lee I — 
no Hope of ſeein in the Objects that had 
been ſo dear 5 had the Goodneſs, 
Madam, to ſatisfy my Impatience; and ſince 
theſe holy Vows have eonfined me, diſen- 
gaged from all Inquietude, no uneaſy Mo- 
ments have troubled my Repoſe. Sedulouſly 
applied to the Duties of. my Condition, and 
_ conſtantly in Solitude, I enquired not what 
was paſſing in the World, and imagined I 
{hould never take any Intereſt in it, 1 


* * 
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this young Princeſs, {aid ſhe, pointing to Hil- 
degarde, arrived in this happy Retirement. 

Her Preſence excited in my Heart Me- 
tions of Tenderneſs which aſtoniſhed me; 1 
demanded her Name, her Rank, and her 
Country. My Companions, deceived by Ap- 
pearances, told mie that ſhe was a Saxon, 
Daughter to the High Prieſt of their falſe 
Gods; that her Father was converted, and 
that he was at the Court of Charlemagne, and 
that this Converſion was owing to the Cares 
of Prince Eric, of the Royal Family of 

| Norway. The Name of Eric ſurprized me; 
and unable to comprehend by-what Accident 
my Nephew was in this Country, nor why 
5 he was concerned in what r 


egarded theſe Ido- 
lators, there aroſe a Trouble in my Soul 
which I could never conquer; and never 
ſceing this Princeſs without being moved even 
to Tears, I avoided her Preſence, and became 
more retired than ever. Nevertheleſs, the 
Orders that were given us ſome Days ago, to 
be ready to attend your Highneſs at the Arri- 
val of the unknown Princes, having forced 
me to appear, my Eyes were no ſooner caſt 
upon them, than immediately perceiving Cla- 
domerk, I could not reſtrain my Tears; and 
judging by his Words that Hiluegarde was 
my Daughter, Nature, Love, and Joy agi- 
tated ſo ſtrongly within me, that I was obliged 
to yield to their Tranſports. Les, Madam, 
added ſhe, I ſee again every thing that is moſt 
dear to me, but. I ſee with Thoughts very 

different from thoſe of my Youth. I return 
Thanks to Heaven for having nnn, | 
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this new Bleſſing which I receive from its 
Bounty, binds me in ſtill ſtricter Ties of 
Gratitude, and I preſume to exact from Cl. 
| domark and my Daughter that they ſhould 
revere them, and leave me at the Foot of the 
Altar of God, to return inceſſant Thanks to 
him for his Goodneſs. | | 
The virtuous Princeſs, whoſe Diſcourſe 
had moved all her illuſtrious Audience, had 
no ſooner ceaſed to ſpeak, than Clodomart 
looking upon her with a reſpectful Admira- 
tion — No, my dear Uriſberte, ſaid he to her, 
fear not that by my prophane Deſires, I ſhould 
wiſh to diſturb your pious Intentions : 'far 
from condemning them, animated with the 
ſame Zeal that enlightens you, I wiſh. only to 
imitate you, and to conſecrate myſelf for ever 
like you to the ſame holy Service, The Joy 
of the Princeſs Hiltrude was extream at hear- 
ing him ſpeak in this manner; and charmed 
with the Virtue of theſe new Proſelites, ſhe 
permitted them to follow the Emotions of 

their Hearts. The beautiful Hildegarde 
embraced a thouſand times her illuſtrious 
Mother; Araſpes and Prince Eric teſtified 
their Reſpect and their Tenderneſs to her; 
and Cledomark loudly bleſſed this happy Day. 
In the mean time Hiltrude, informed of rf 
- Intentions of her Father, and defirous he 
ſhould ſhare in this Event, departed with Ur;/- 
berte, Hildegarde and Tirinda for Paderborn, 
where Charlemagne then was. 'The Princes 
Eric and Clodomark, attended by Araſpes and 
| ſeveral of the French Nobility, accompanied 


them on Horſeback during the whole _— 
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of the Journey. Charlemagne, informed of 
their Arrrival by ſeveral Couriers, cauſed 
them to be received with the Sound of all 
the military Muſtek of his Army, and paid 

them the moſt fingular Honours. © Fhe Prin- 

' ceſs, his Daughter, gave him a Recital of all 
that had paſſed, and conjured him to termi- 
nate what ſhe had begun, by anſwering for | 
Hildegarde at the Baptiſmal Font. The 
Ceremony was performed with the higheſt 
Magnificence. Eric did the ſame Honour to 
Tirinda, with a Princeſs of France; Clods- 
mark and Araſpes having been baptized long 
before. Some few Days after, Charlemagne 
created Prince Eric Duke of Friuli and Ca- 
rinthia, and celebrated his Marriage with 
Hildegarde. Araſpes, charmed with Tirinda, 

united her Fate to his, and neither of them 
would be ſeparated from the Duke and 
Dutcheſs of Friouli. Clodomark retired into 
a Cloiſter, took Orders, put on the religious 
Habit, and by an exemplary Lite expiated the 
Profanations of his Youth. And to complete 
the Glory of Charlemagne, having diſcovered 
the Retreat of Mititind, he ſent to him once 

more Amalovinus, who had been his Ambaſ- C. 
ſador at Ereſbourg, to endeayour to gain upon 
him. J 

That Nobleman, who was one of the moſt 
learned Men of his Time, employed his Ta- 
lents and his Eloquence ſo ſueceſsfully, that 
he convinced the Saxon Monarch, and deter- 
mined him upon throwing himſelf at the 

Feet of Charlemagne. This truly great Prince | 

received him with his accuſtomed Magnani= _ -* 
8 5 „ mity, 
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mity, had him inſtructed and baptized, and 
conferred upon him the Dutchy of Angria, 
But what produced the ſtrongeſt Effect upon 
Witikind, was to behold living that Clodomira 


and Eric whom he believed he had put to 


Death; and ſeeing, unable to imagine but 
that ſo many ſurprizing Incidents muſt have 
been conducted by that Providence which he 
Had ſo long refuſed to adore, he ſubmitted 
Himſelf to it without the leaſt Reſerve. Hil. 
Zrude and the pious Ury/berte, full of Satisfac- 


tion, returned to their holy Retreat, and all 


of them enjoyed their Happineſs for a great 
Number of - Years, under the glorious Reign 
of the invincible Charlemagne, 


| ens . 
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TARTARIAN PRINCE. 


11 Tangut, are two King- "ol 


doms of the Greater Tartary, Tributaries 
to the Great Cham, or Emperor of the Tar- 
tars, to whoſe Orders the Kings of Thibet 
and Tangut are obliged to ſubmit, when it 
concerns any Wars or Conteſtations that inte- 
reſt the Nation in general. Yet the Empe> 
ror of the Tartars who reigned at the Time 
I ſhall now mention, notwithſtanding all his 
Authority, could not ſucceed in making Peace 
between Camaucham, King of Tangut, and 
Caioubcam, King of Thibet, whoſe Hatred 
3 the more violent, as it was occaſioned by 
ve. Y , . A . _— - a 
Theſe two Princes, young, ambitious 221 
brave, had at the- ſame Tims caft their Ey:s 
upon the Daughter of the Emperor, and + 
both demanded her with equal Earneſtneſs; . 
but either becauſe the Princeſs loved Catoub- 
cam, or that his Alliance was the more agree- 
able to the Grand Cham, he declared himſelf 
in his Favour, and gave him the Princeſs, his 
Daughter, with ſo many Marks of Diſtine- 
tion, as filled the Soul of the King of Tangut, 
with Fury and Deſpair ; and from this Mo- 
ment that Prince ſwore an eternal Hatred to 
Ea edt. A a 2 the 
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the King of Thibet ; and tho? he ſoon entered 


into another Alliance, he could never forget 
the Preference the Emperor had given to his 
Rival, and carefully ſought all Occaſions 
of revenging himſelf; but as he was not 
powerful enough to attack. the Grand Cham 


_ perſonally, he made all his Rage fall upon the 


King of Thibet, againſt whom he never ceaſed 


my making War, ſometimes with open Force, 
and ſometimes by, Stratagem, for the Space of 


ſix or ſeven Years. 5 55 

The Grand Cham, who had Reaſons of Po- 
licy to oblige the King of Tangut, and who al- 
ways loved the Kingof Thibet, would not enter 
into their Quarrels as a Maſter, but only as a 
Mediator; and by that manner of acting, had 


ſometimes ſuſpended the Effects of their Ha- 


tred, and made both Parties lay down their 


Arms. But Camoucham continually broke 


the Truces, by permitting his Subjects to 


make Incurſions into the Dominions of Cai- 


oubcam, and carry off all they could ſeize 
upon; and by way of Repriſal, the King of 
T hibet gave the ſame Permiſſion to his People. 

During this continual War, Caioubcam had 


a Son by that Princeſs, who was the innocent 


Cauſe of it; Camoucham a Daughter, by her 
whom he had eſpouſed in her Room: The 
Prince of Thibet was named Zulimazin, which 


fignifies the Ornament of the World; and 


the Princeſs of Tangut was called Kizimirca, 
which means Divine Beauty. . 
In effect, theſe two Infants came into the 


World like two new Stars, which were to 


enlighten; their People with the moſt ſhining 
4 | 5 = | Luſtre; 
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Luſtre; but whilſt their Birth occaſioned 
Joy, both at Thibet and Tangut, the Hatred 
of the two Kings took new Strength from it. 
The Emperor of the Tartars imagining that 
theſe Children might be the Source of a ſolid 
and laſting Peace, propoſed to them to termi- 
nate their Diſcord, by the Union of Nizi- 
mirca with Zulimazin; and as the Prince of 
Thibet was to be educated at the Court of the 
Grand Cham, according to their' Cuſtom, 


which is, that the Male Children of the tri- 


butary, Kings may ſerve as Hoſtages of their 
inviolable Fidelity, this Monarch' demanded. 
of the King of Tangut the Princels, his 
Daughter, to be brought up there with the 
young Prince, that from their earlieſt Youth. 
they might form a Tenderneſs ftrong enough 
to deſtroy the Hatred of their Fathers. 
The King of Thibet, who joined a thouſand 
ſhining Qualities to the Attachment which he 
had for the Emperor, confented' with Joy to 
this Accommodation; but that of Tangue 
eould not bear the Thought of it. However, 
as a Refuſal might have drawn upon him all 
the Forces of the Emperor, he feigned an 
Acceptance of it, fully reſolved to employ 
all: his Arts to prevent it; in effect, wilt. 
they were conferring upon the Articles of this 
Peace, the King of Thibet having ſent away 
his Son, ſtill at the Breaft, to the Court of 
the Grand Cham, the King of Tangut, atten» 
tive to every thing that might be a means of 
preventing the Alliance which he--dreaded,, 
and informed by his Spies of the Departure of 
the young Prince, of the Road he was to 
WE 3 2; take,. - 
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take, and the Number of thoſe who were to 
be his Eſcorte, immediately eauſed a Body of 
Troops to be aſſembled, conſiſting of double 
the Number of thoſe of Thibet, under the 
Command of one of his moſt valiant Gene- 
rals, whom he ordered to march after the 
Traces of the Prince's Conductors, to hew 
them in Pieces, and bring Zulimazin to him. 
Ihe Tartarian General, not to fail in fo 
noble an Occaſion of proving his Zeal to his 
Sovereign, neglected nothing that might make 
him ſucceed in his Enterprize; and knowing 
ttsat thoſe of Thibet had a long Space of 
Ground to paſs in the Middle of a Foreſt, he 
_ uſed fo much Expedition, that he arrived there 
the Night before that Day in which the 
Prince was to paſs through it; he cauſed his 
Troops to be laid in Ambuſcade behind the 
—_ Trees, with Orders not to appear, nor break 
= SBailence till he gave the Signal. 


I The: Conductors of Zulimazin, who had 
been unwilling to engage themſelves in the 
Wood by Night, arrived at that Place when. 
the Sun was at its Height; and Chance fa- 
vouring the Conſpiracy of the King of Tan- 
gut, the Thibetans conceived a Deſire of halt- 
ing in this Wood for the Repoſe of the Prince 
and his Nurſe; and ſetting up a Tent with 
their uſual Quickneſs, they placed them 
within it, and alighting from their Horſes, 
they contented themſelves with ſurrounding 
the Tent by ſome of their Numbers, who 
might advertiſe them in caſe of Need, whillt 

they took ſome Hours Refreſhment. 


But 


1 
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But the Fatigue of the preceding Days, 


and the Tranquillity which reigned in that 


Place, obliging them to give themſelves up to 


Sleep, they were ſoon out of a Capacity of 
ſeeing or hearing any thing that paſſed. 


The General of the King of Tangut, in- 
formed of their Negligence by one of his 
Forragers, gave the Signal to his Troops, 
who, ſpeedy as the Lightning that foreruns 
the Thunder, fell upon thoſe of Thibet with 
ſuch Impetuoſity, that they deſtroyed the 
greateſt Part of them, before they could put 
themſelves in a Poſture of Defence, 


The Commander of the Prince's Eſcorte, 


diſtracted With Sorrow at his Neglect, and. 
baving neither apprehended nor perceived this. 
Treaſon, performed incredible Actions to 
defend the Entrance of the Tent from the 
Enemies ; and the Remains of his People hav- 


ing rallied themſelves, the Combat became 


terrible; but thoſe of Tangut were too far 
ſuperior in Number to be reſiſted. The 


Thibetans were all hewn in Pieces, chuſing 
rather to expoſe themſelves to the Battle- 


Axes of their Enemies, than. to fly, and be 


conſtrained to proclaim their want of Pru-᷑- 
dence, by carrying this fatal News to Thibet. 
he General of Camoucham did not ſpare 


one, and penetrating into the Prince's Tent; 


where his Nurſe made moſt dreadful Shrieks, - 


with a Back-ſtroke of his. Scymetar he ſtruck 
off her Head; and taking the Prince in his 


Arms, having no more Enemies to combat, 
he left the Foreſt with his Troops, having loft. 


only thirty Men, and regained the Frontiers 


— 
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of Tangut with the fame Diligence as he had 
left them; and as the Treaty of Peace and 
Alliance between the two Crowns was ſtill 
going forward, he had Time enough to return 
ſafely to Camoucham, before the King of 
. Thibet could be informed of his Misfortune. 
In the mean time the Emperor not ſeeing 
the young. Zulimazin arrive, and Cazoubcam: 
hearing nothing of the Return of his People, 
a mutual Inquietude began to feize upon 
them, and Envoys were ſent on both Sides to 
inform themſelves of the Cauſe of this Delay. 
But what became of them both when, 
croſſing through the Foreſt, they ſaw the 
dreadful Slaughter which had been made of 
thoſe of Thibet, and perceived the Prince's 
unfortunate Nurſe, whoſe Body lay on one- 
Side and her Head on the other; this fatal 
Object leaving them no room to doubt, but 
that it was a premeditated Action to carry off 
the Prince to put him to Death, they each of 
them returged back to inform the Emperor 
and the Kihg of Thibet of what they had 
feen. ; | 
It is eaſy to judge of the Sorrow of that 
Prince at this terrifying News. His Heart, 
which till then had had no Share in the War 
he had made againſt Camoucham, having never 
taken up Arms but to defend himſelf, and not 
to attack him, could not at a Moment refuſe 
the Hatred which that unjuſt Prince deſerved, 
believing him, without the leaſt Heſitation, 
uilty of the Loſs of his Son; and in the 
xceſs of his Deſpair, he ſent away his Am- 
baſſador to the Emperor's Court, with Com- 
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miſſion to demand Juſtice againſt the King of 
Tangut for carrying off the Prinee his Son, and. 
to beſeech him to grant him Succours, that 
he might enter the Dominions of that Mo- 
narch, and put all to Fire and Sword; and at 


the ſame Inſtant putting himſelf at the Head 


of his Army, he marched directly to the 
Kingdom of Tangut, into which he entered, 
and left every where in his Paſſage cruel 
Marks of his Sorrow and Reſentment. : 
The Grand Cham, juſtly irritated at. the 
Treaſon of Camoucham, ſent a conſiderable 
Body of Troops to the King of Thibet, and 
let the King of Tangut know that he mult. 
juſtify himſelf from the Crime which he was 
ſuſpected of, or expect to fee him fall upon 
his Dominions with all his Forces. The 
King of Tangut, joining Artifice to Treaſon, 
were no ſooner informed of the Storm that 
was gathering over his Head, than he ſent 
Deputies to the Armies of Cazoubcam, who 
were encamped three Days Journey from the 
City of Tangut, which gave its Name to the 
whole Kingdom, and Ambaſſaders to the 
Grand Cham, to aſſure them both that he had 
no Share in the Loſs of the Prince of Thibet,. 
that the Stroke was given neither by his Hand 
nor by his. Orders, and that for a Mark of his 
Innocence, he was ready to deliver his Daugh- 
\ ter into the Power of Cazmubcam, as the moſt 
valuable Pledge he could give of his Sincerity. 
But neither the Grand Cham, nor the King 
of Thibet, received his Excuſes, perſwaded . 
that he alone was guilty of the Crime; and. 

as. they perceived his 5 — was, by ſtill 
| | . denying - 
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denying the Fact, to oblige them to retire 


with their Troops, and declare him innocent, 


that he might have Time to call other Princes, 
his Allies, to his Aſſiſtance, and fall ſuddenly 
upon the Kingdom of Thibet, they would 


not allow him Time to do it; nor to ſend 


away the Prince in caſe he had not put him 
to Death, heping to find him when they 
made themſelves Maſters of the City of Tan- 
gut. To this effect the King of Thibet, with 
the Conſent of the Emperor, continued to 
pproach it, and, notwithſtanding the Re- 

ſtance of Camoucham's Troops, came and 


encamped beneath the Walls of his Capital. 


The Siege was long and bloody, the At- 
tack violent, and the Defence vigorous: but 
the King of Thibet, whoſe Valour and Pru- 


dence were accompanied with a juſt Deſire 
of Vengeance, made ſuch prodigious Efforts, 


that he carried the Place by Aſſault. The 
King of Tangut loſt his Life by the Hand of 
that Prince; and the Tartars of Thibet, ani- 


mated againſt thoſe of Tangut. by the Loſs of 
their Prince, entered into the City with a 


Fury that Cazoubcam could not reftrain, killing 
and maſſacreing, without Diſtinction, Men, 
Women, and Children; 'but the King of 
Thibet, who had attached himſelf io ſtrongly 


to this Conqueſt, ſolely with a Hope of find- 


ing his Son, having at length put a Stop to 
the Slaughter, thought only of ſeizing upon 
the Palace, in which he imagined the Prince 


was concealed ; he had-all the Avenues to it 


guarded by his victorious Troops, and followed 
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it Sabre in Hand, in order to exterminate 
whoever dared to oppoſe his Paſſage. kf 
But what a Spectacle offered itſelf to his 
Eyes in this ſolitary Palace! Women in Di- 
tration, ſome expiring with Fear, and moſt 
of them ſurrounding a Child laid upon a Pile 
of Cuſhions, and making the moſt dreadful 
| Shrieks. Caioubcam, to whom the Emotions 
of Nature for his own Blood gave a Com- 
paſſion for that of others, could not ſee that 
innocent Creature without being touched 
with it: Its extremeBeauty ftruck him with 
Pity and Admiration; and not doubting but 
that it was the Princeſs Lizimirca, he ap- 
proached her more like a tender and a fearful 
ather, than a formidable Enemy. - 
He was going to inform himſelf, when a 
Woman, who appeared of the greateſt Di- 
ſtinction, ſpoke, and looking haughtily upon 
him — Cazoxbcam, King of Thibet, ſaid ſhe 
to him, be ſatisfied with thy Vengeance, thy 
Arm has raviſhed from me my Huſband, his 
Dominions are become thy Prey, his City is 
ſack'd, his Wives Slaves or dead! I alone, 
| an unfortunate Queen, remain ftill alive,, to 
preſerve, if I can, this innocent Princeſs, or 
to follow her to the Grave, if her Death is 
reſolved upon: Conſider, however, before 
thou makeſt her thy Victim, that ſhe is in- 
nocent of her Father's Crime, if he was 
guilty of it: Be aſſured that I had no Know- 
ledge of it, and that if thy Son had entered 
into this Palace, I would haveſhared my Breaſt 
between my Daughter and him: After this, 
follow the Movements of thy Heart, but 
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condemn me not to ſee that periſh which is 
diearer to me than my Life, but give me 
Dab firſt. —-- 1 na ge : 
The Queen of Tangut was beautiful, her 
noble Haughtineſs, ſoftened by her Tears, 
rendered her touching, Caloubcam had a ten- 
| f der Soul, and the Senſibility with which he 
was penetrated at the Sight of XKizimirca, 
= having already prepared him for Softneſs, it 
g was not difficult to move his Heart entirely. 
No, Madam, replied he to her with a re- 
ſpectful Air, fear no Danger to yourſelf, or to 
the Princeſs, your Daughter; I think and act 
very differently from the King of Tangut; 
he has aſſaſſinated my Son, I have ſubdued his 
Kingdom, and his Crime has found its Re- 
compence from the Sharpneſs of my Scyme- 
tar; but if I know how to puniſh the Guilty, 
TI know alſo how to protect the Innocent. 
My Victory puts you into my Power, as 
well as Kiximirca, yet I ſhall make no uſe of 
the Right it gives me, but to ſerve as a Fa- 
ther to that Princeſs, and you yourſelf ſhall 
find no Change in your Condition but that of 
ace. e . 
At theſe Words having commanded that 
they ſhould be guilty of no Diſorder in the 
Palace, and that they ſhould remove, from the 
Preſence of the Queen, thoſe fatal Objects 
with which ſhe was ſurrounded, he left her 
in her Apartment, and repaired himſelf to 
viſit all the Places where his Son might be 
concealed; there was none of them that he 
did not ſearch with Exactneſs, and the moſt 
ſecret Retreats of the Kings of Tangut were 


_ 
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examined with the extremeſt Care, without 
being able to diſcover where they had con- 
veyed Zulimazin, who was the more eaſily to 
be known, as Nature had imprinted upon 
the left Side of his Breaſt an Arrow, ſo well 
formed, that it could not have been more 
perfectly done by the Hand of Man. (+ 
The uſeleſs Search of the King of Th:bet 
loaded him with Sorrow; but his Clemency 
towards the Queen, and the Princeſs of Tau- 
gut, was not altered by it; whom he cauſed to 
depart for Thibet with the ſame Magnificence 
as if they had been his Wife and his Daugh- 
ter, and recommended them to the Queen, 
his Spouſe, in the moſt reſpectful Terms: He 
afterwards cauſed a Manifeſto to be publiſhed 
throughout all the Kingdom of Tangut, by 
which he inſtructed the People of the Motive 
that had occaſioned his ſeizing upon it, pro- 
miſing an exeeſſive Recompence to whoever 
ſhould ſend an Account of his Son, or bring 
him back to. him again; but his Promiſes had 
no more Effect than his Searches, and after 
having ſtayed at Tangut near {ix Months, he 
returned to Thibet with as little Satisfaction as 
he departed from thence, 7 
The Grand Cham having made him Maſter 
of the Kingdom of Tangut, he left a Regent 
there, and retired covered with Glory, and 
his Heart penetrated with Affliction. 
The Queen of Thibet had received the Wi- 
dow and the Daughter of Camoucham accord- 
ing to the Orders of her Huſband, and let 
them meet with nothing that might feel like 


Captivity, 1 | 3 


- Pleaſures he ftrove to procure her in his 
Court. | 
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The Princeſs Kizimirca was brought up in 
her Court as her own Daughter; and by her 
uncommon | Qualifications, her prodigious 
Beauty, and the Tenderneſs ſhe felt and te- 
ſtiſied for the King and the Queen, ſeized 
ſo ſtrongly upon. their Hearts; that ſhe almoſt 
made them forget the Loſs of Zulimu zin. 
Eighteen Years paſſed on in this manner, 
and augmented ſo extremely the Charms of 
the Princeſs of Tangut, that ſhe was the Ad- 


miration of the Thibetans, and the Paſſion of 


the King and Queen; and the Queen of 
Tangut dying at that Time, had the Conſola- 
tion to leave her Daughter a ſecond Mother 
ip the Wife of Cazoubcam. Nizimirta was 
extremely touched at this Loſs; but her 


Tears were ſoon dried up by the tender Affi- 


duities of her generous Conqueror, and the 


The Tartars of. Thibet, as well as thoſe of 


Catbai, are the moſt civilized of Great Tar- 


rary; and as their Religion has leſs abſurd 
Principles than thoſe of the other Nations, 
they draw from thence a more ſociable and 
leſs barbarous manner of living,'and are more 
ſuſceptible of tender Sentiments, 

They believe that God is one, and yet 
three. They name the firſt Perſon Lama- 


conjoc; the ſecond Cho- cenjoc; and the third 


Sanguya- conjoc, and are perſwaded of a Para- 
diſe for the Good, and a Hell for the Wicked, 
which induces-them to obſerve the-Laws with 
Severity, They have Palaces and "Temples 


conſecrated to God: Their Prieſts are called 
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Lama's, and their Ceremonies are majeſtic 
aud holy 3. they all are cloathed, and their 
Apartments furniſhed with the moſt valuable 
Juks of; Perſia. in that very different from 
the other, Zartars, who have neither Cities 
no: Houſes, and are cloathed only in Skins. 

In fine, the Kingdom. of Th:bet, which is 
one of the moſt conſiderable of Great Tar- 
tary, by the Number of States that depend 
upon it, is filled with a regular People, who: 
are divided in three different Eſtates: The 
Grandees of the Kingdom, who form the 
Council of the Prince; the Warriors; and 
the Populace, who are the Commonalty, _ 

Moſt. of the Warriors are taken out of the 


Families of the Grandees, the Young: being 


always defined for Arms, and the Old for 
Council; and when the Generals are arrived: 
at old Age, they bave the firſt Rank in the 
Council: Thus we may ſay that the Warriors 
and the Grandees fotm the ſame Eſtates ſince 
they are taken from. one to the other, - 

Thoſe ho are in the Troops of the Prince 
are looked upon as a; Part of, the Commo- 
nalty, and never quit the Name of the Pegs: 
ple till they have diſtinguiſned themſelves: by 


ſome great Action, which frequently hap- 


pens, the Tantars being brave even to Intre - 


pidity, and earneſtly deſirous of the Title of 


Warriors, which raiſes them to the Rank of 
Such was the Court of Ca laubcam, and the 
People ſubject to his Sway. That Prince, 
whoſe Sentiments were far from thofe of a 
Barbarian, had ſtill farther augmented the 
2315 Kbz bappy 
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happy Diſpoſitions of his Subjects by the 
Clemency of his Government, and by the 
Profuſion of his Liberality. | 

His Court was numerous and ſhining ; all 
the Sovereigns that were in Vaſſalage to him, 
being obliged to reſide there, or to ſend their 
Children to anſwer for their Fidelity. There- 
fore, when the Charms of the young K:zi- 
mirca had effaced the Remembrance of the 
Prince of Thibet, nothing was to be ſeen at 
the Court of that King but gallant. Feaſts, 
Courſes on Horſeback for a Prize, in which 
the Tartars excel, and feigned military Skir- 
miſhes, the uſual Diverſion of the warlike 
Youth, in which the Princeſs of Tangut al- 
ways gave the Prize to the Conqueror. Her 
Beauty was not long in exerting its Power: 
the made moſt of the Vaſſals of the King of 
Thibet Slaves to her Charms, and. darted her 
Arrows through the Heart of his braveſt 
Warriors; and if Caioubcam had made him- 
ſelf Maſter of the Kingdom of her Father 
by the Force of his Arms, ſhe. in return, by 
one Look only, could triumph over all hisSub- 
jects. bg 72600 
f But whatever Love ſhe inſpired, her own 
Heart, free from Paſſion, was ignorant of the 
Torments ſhe made others feel: as haughty 
as ſhe was beauteous, ſhe looked upon her 
Admirers as Slaves deſtined to the Pomp of her 
Triumph, and took no farther Notice of 
their Sighs than as a paying due Homage to 
her Charms. ee 
„The King of Thibet, who had no Intention 
to give this Princeſs to any of his Allies, ber 
a5 | | Pretenſions 


PREY 
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Pretenſions upon Tangut rendering her too 
conſiderable an Alliance, charmed with the 
Contempt the teſtified of them, confirmed. 
her in it, by continually recalling to her Me- 
mory that ſhe muſt have been the Conſort of 
the Prince of Thibet, but for the Cruelty of 
the King of Tangut; and by promiling her 
that ſhe ſhould have no other Huſband if 

Heaven had preſerved him, and ſhould ever 
reſtore him to his Arms. 33 
But as he had not the leaſt Hope of ſuch a 
Blefing, his real Deſign was to marry her 
tio one of bis Subjects, who owing a 
Crown and ſo perfect a Wife to him, would 

be inviolably attached to him. With this 
Thought his ſole Endeavour was to make 
her remark the Imperfections of all thoſe: 
Princes who came to his Court, and the amr 
able Qualities of ſeveral of his native qubjects. 
The young Princeſs, who did not in the 
leaſt penetrate into his Policy, ſhewed- an 
equal Indifference for both, and ſeemed 
wholly ſatisfied with the Pleaſure of charm» 
ing, without making any Diſtinction between: - 
her Admirers. This Tranquility of Mind 
was not of long Duration, and her Haugh- 
tineſs of Spirit ſoon felt a Humiliation -by A 

fatal Dart which Love had reſerved' for her. 
Lizimirca drew near her nineteenth Year, and 
twenty Years had paſſed ſince the Loſs of the 
Prince of Thibet, without any Poſſibility of, 
diſcovering: where he had been conveyed., 
The Queen, who was ſtill inconſolahle for 
this Misfortune, * 2 cealing, at the 


Foot 


"I ; 


that ſhe could be no-longer ſeen, 


— 
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Foot of the Altar, to beg of Heaven that her 
Son might be reſtored to her, or the Remem- 
brance of him baniſhed from her Mind. 
The Temples of the Tartarians of Thibet 
are never opened to the People but twice in 
the Courſe of the Year; but it is permitted 
to the King, to the Queen, and to the Royal 
Family, to enter them whenever they pleaſe, 
only advertiſing the principal Lama, or High 


Prieſt. The beautiful Princeſs of Tangut, 


who was extremely pious, made frequent uſe 
of this Privilege, accompanied by the Wo- 
men of her Frain, No Man whatſoever 
entered into the Temple whilſt ſhe was there; 
and as the Thibetans had no Opportunity of 
ſeeing her, but when ſhe came out of the 
Palace, they always flew thither-in Crowds 
to have that Satisfaction. | 

+ The Princeſs was carried. upon the Shoul-- 
ders of four Tartarians, in a kind of trium- 
phant Chariot covered with the richeſt Gold 
Stuff: ſhe was ſeated upon Cuſhions of Gold 
Brocade, her Face covered with a Veil, 
whieh ſometimes agitated by the Wind, diſ- 
covered Part of her Beauty to their Sight; 
but at the Gate of the Temple, when ſhe 
quitted her Chariot; ſhe threw it entirely off, 
and dazzled the Eyes of the Multitude with: 
thoſe Charms which could not be ſeen with- 
out Admiration : ſhe entered into the Tem- 
ple thus, and remained in the fame manner 


during all the Time of Prayer; and when ſhe 


came out from thence ſhe let down her Veil, 
and drew the Curtains of her Chariot, ſo 


One 
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One Day, when ſhe repaired to the Tem- 
ple in the manner J have juſt deſcribed, hav- 
ing alighted from her Chariot, and thrown 
up her Veil according to the uſual Cuſtom, 
ſhe perceived the High Prieſt, who advanced 
ſlowly towards her, converſing with a Youth 
whole Mien, Shape, and ſurprizing pros: 
ſtruck her in ſuch a manner, that ſhe almoſt 
loſt the Thought of what brought her to that 
Place; ſhe even ſtopped a Moment in the 
Portico of the -Temple, to examine more 
narrowly this amiable Object; and her Ap- 
plication in looking upon him, had thrown 
her into ſo deep a Reverie, that the High ' 
Prieft had already difmiſſed the Youth, and 
had approached her, defiring her to advance 
that the Temple Gates might be cloſed, with- 
out her having heard him; but the Lama 
having ſeveral times repeated the ſame thing, 
ſhe recollected herſelf, and bluſhing at this 
Abſence of her Mind, ſhe advanced haſtily 
towards the Altar to conceal the Trouble of 
her Heart, | 2 

The Temple at that Inſtant was cloſed, 
and Kizimirca believing herſelf without any 
Witneſſes but her Women and the High 
Prieſt, and hoping to recover her uſual Tran- 
quillity by the Fervour of her Prayers, ſhe ' 
raifed her Eyes to Heaven as if to demand 
its Succours againſt the Emotion with which 
ſhe was agitated, when ſhe ſaw herſelf again 
prevented by the ſame Object, whoſe Eyes, 
fixed upon her, ſeemed to wiſh to dart into 
her Boſom the ſame Fire that ſhone in them. 

This ſecond. View produced the ſame: mr 

| | ect 
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fect as the firſt : ſhe fixed her Looks upon this 


charming Unknown, who, in a ſuppliant 


Poſture, proper to this ſacred Place, appeared 
more animated with Love than Devotion: he 
was drefled in the Perfian manner, a Helmet 
embroidered with Pearls upon his Head, the 
Sabre at his Side, a Poniard in his Girdle, his 
Veſt of Gold Brocade adorned with. mg ; 
and in this Habit he appeared with the Mien 
of a Warrior, the Majeſty of a Sovereign, 
and the Charms of that God who made the 
Princeſs then firſt feel his Power, + 

But K:zamirca more timid, and ſtill more 
confuſed by not being able to take her Eyes 
from him, let down her Veil to force herſelf 
to loſe his Sight. This Action, which the Un- 


known did not explain in his Favour, made 


him ſigh loud enough to be. heard by the 
Princeſs, who, in ſpite of all her Precaution, 
attentive to his Actions, ſaw him riſe from bis 
Place, paſs behind the Altar, and diſappear 
entirely from her Sight. 

If his Preſence had given her Trouble, his 
Departure was not leſs ſenſible to her; and 
thinking nothing farther remained there, 


ſince ſhe had loſt Sight of what detained her 
tbere, ſhe finiſhed her Prayer, aroſe and went 


out in a Situation of Mind fo full of Inquie- 
tude and embarraſſing Thoughts, that the was 
terrified at it. The Lama came to reconduct 
her to her Litter, and that Princeſs, preſſed 
by a Curiolity ſhe could not overcome, ſpoke 


to him as they advanced — My Father, ſaid: 
* ſhe, who is that young Man whom you per- 


mitted to cher; into the Temple? 


Princeſs, 
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Princeſs, replied he to her, our Laws do 
not extend to Strangers: the young Warrior 
whom you remarked is a Per ſian; Cars igno- 
rant of his Birth; but if I may believe the 
Gracefulneſs of his Perſon, and the Charms 
of his Mind, it muſt be moſt illuſtrious. It is 
near a Month that he has been at Thibet, 
where a Deſire of viſiting Nations different 
from his own has conducted his Steps; and 
the better to inform himfelf of our Manners, 
our Cuſtoms, and our Religion, he addreſſed 
himſelf immediately to me, defiring me that 
the Temple might be his Habitation during 
the Time of his Stay, and begging me to let, 
him ſee all that was beautiful in the City of 
Thibet ; and as the Princeſs of Tangut is the 
moſt perfe& Gift that Heaven has granted to 
us, I was unwilling he ſhould return into his 
native Country without having ſeen her. 

He is departing then, returned the Princeſs 
with Chagrin, and does not appear at the 
Court! He travels unknown, continued the 
High Prieſt, and wiſhes to ſee every thing 
without being ſeen, and To-morrow he leaves 
the City of Thibet, As he finiſhed theſe 
Words, K:zimirca found herſelf ſo near her 
Litter, and ſo penetrated with the Diſcourſe 
of the High Prieſt, that ſhe went into it 
without being able to anſwer him, and re- 
turned to the Palace with a Heart ſunk with 
a thouſand ſecret Anxieties. 2 55 

She was no ſooner retired into her Apart - 
ment, than reflecting upon her Adventure, 
and upon the Circumſtances which accom- 
panied it, ſhe. perceived with the extremeſt 
| Sorrow 


22 
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Sorrow that the young Perſian had ſeized 
upon her Heart: that Love, which ſuc ſaw. 
the Effects of in thoſe who adored her, hav- 
ing inſtructed her in the Emotions of that 
Paſſion, ſhe made no doubt of the Situation 
of her Soul, and whatever Efforts ſhe made 
to baniſh the Unknown from her Mind, his 
Image was too ſtrongly engraved upon her 
Heart to ſucceed in it; but what ſtill more 
oppoſed her Reaſon in conquering her grow- 

Flame, was that which ſhe imagined the 
perceived in the paſſionate Looks of the ami- 
able Stranger, Full of this Idea, a pleaſing 
Joy ſeized upon her Heart, a tender Pride 
forced her to rejoice at having made the ſame: 
Impreſſion upon his Heart that he had done 
upon her's ; and this new Slave, unknown as 
be was, flattered her Vanity a. thouſand times 
more than the Homages paid by all the Princes 
who before had loved her; but the next Mo- 
ment her native Pride revolting againſt the 
Object of her Tenderneſs, ſhe looked upon 
3 with Contempt, on; the ad- 
mirable Perfian appeari 7. a Stranger, 
n Una without r without a 
Name, ſhe bluſhed with Shame at having 
condeſcended even to caſt her Eyes upon 
him; and when, to ſtrengthen berſelf 4 in this 
laſt Thought, ſhe recalled to her Memory 
what the Lana had informed her, another 


Thought ſtruck into her Breaft, and repre- 
ſenting to her the young Por ſian: as the moſt 
perfect of Mankind, made her conceive 
within herfelf a ſecret Hatred for the Prince 
l Thibet, Before this fatal e ſhe E 
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felt no Repugnanee at the eſpouſing him if 
Heaven had been his Preſerver: ſhe had 
thought the King of -Tangut unjuſt and cri- 
minal, and his Death a Retribation due ta 
his Treaſoůn 1 ih 068 | 
But the amiable. Perſian made her regard 
all theſe Things in a very different Light. 
The Loſs of a Kingdom, that of her Liberty, 
the Death of the King her Father, and that 
of her Mother, appeared now as the Effects 
of a barbatous Vengeance, which ought to 
prevent her from ever giving her Hand to 
him who alone had been the Cauſe of it; 
and in the Tranſports of this firſt Emotion, 
Zulimazin, eried the, take heed how thou 
appeareſt before me, unleſs thou wiſheſt 1 
ſhould look upon thee as my greateſt Enemy; 
the Daughter of Camoucham ought not to be 
deſtined to the Son of his Murderer. This 
Reſolution was the ſtrongeſt ſhe could fix at 
Unable to conquer her Inclination for the 
Stranger, ſhe formed a Defign. of. hating all 
other Men; and ſince, by the Abſence of 
this Unknown, ſhe ſhould have Time per- 
haps to forget him, or at leaſt the Satis- 
faction of concealing from the World the 
Confuſion of her Heart, ſhe was reſolved 
either way to find her Conſolation, in refuſing 
whoever dared to pretend to her; yet, jirri- 
tated againſt herſelf for preſerving the Stran- 
ger ſtill in her Imagination, ſhe impoſed an 
eternal Silence upon herſelf as to all that had 
happened, carefully concealing it from the 
King and Queen of Thibet, and never men- 


_ tioning 
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tioning it to her Women, who, as well as 
herſelf, had ſeen the young Perſian, but out 
of reſpect did not ſpeak of it, ſtill waiting 
till ſhe ſhould mention it firſt, 
But whilſt this beautcous Princeſs was 
forming Schemes ſo contrary to her own Re- 
oſe; the amiable Stranger was not in lefs 
Uneaſineſs: Love had conducted him into 
the Temple, and Deſpair had drove him from 
it. Important Reaſons had brought him into 
the Kingdom of Th:bet, hoping there to find 
ſome Light into the Myſtery of his Fate. 
When he was there, wiſhing to judge by his 
own Eyes of the Beauty of Kizimirca, the 
Fame of which had ſpread throughout all 
Aſia, he had followed her Steps with great 
Aſſiduity, and it was the fifth time of his 
ſeeing her go from the Palace, when he made 
himſelf be remarked by her in the Temple; 
but unable to behold ſo dazzling a Beauty 
without adoring it, he payed for his Curioſity 
with the Loſs of his Heart; and as he had 
not yet enjoyed her Preſence, but with a 
Precipitation that his ardent Love could not 
be ſatisfied with, he had addreſſed himſelf to 
the Lama, and feigning a Deſire of inſtruct- 
ing himſelf in the Laws and Religion of the 
Tartars, and ſeeing what was moſt remark- 
able in Thibet, had conjured him to grant him 
a Retreat in the Temple, deſigning to travel 
unknown, as the High Prieſt had informed 
the Princeſs, but in eke, it was to have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing her as long as he could 


The 
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The young Perſian had ſuch attractive 
Charms ſpread over his whole Perſon, ank 
his Eloquence was ſo perſwaſive, that the 

Lama, ſtruck with a Reſpe& which few of 
the Grandees inſpired him with, immediately 
granted him his Demand, and even prevented 
him in that he deſigned to make in regard to 
the Princeſs, promiſing to admit him into the 


Sanctuary when ſhe repaired there, which hap» 


pened not till a Month after he had obtained 
that Favour, which he at length made that 
uſe of which we have ſeen; and the Facility 
he had of examining at Leiſure this charming 


- Princeſs, augmented his Love fo ſtrongly, 


that he could not prevent his Eyes from diſ- 
covering a Part of that Flame with which his 


Heart was conſumed, _ . 


The Eyes of K:zimirca which, in ſpite of 
herſelf, had met with his, appeared ſo full of 
a languiſhing- Softnefs, that he began almoſt 
to flatter himſelf with a favourable Return, 
when ſuddenly ſhe let down her Veil with an 
Air of Anger and Contempt that made the 
paſſionate Unknown tremble and figh, and 
gave him Reaſon to believe that Hatred or 
Contempt muſt be the Cauſe of that Ac- 


tion. The Sun in one Moment eclipſed, af- 


ter having ſhone with the moſt dazzling Light, 
leaves not a Cloud of greater Darkneſs upon 
the Earth, than the Princeſs ſpread over the 
Heart of the young Perfan, when ſhe con- 
cealed ſo many Beauties from his Sight; all 
was Darkneſs and Obſcurity around him, and 


leaving the Temple immediately by the Gate 


of the Lama's, he retired into the Apartment 
ce of 
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of the High Prieſt, where abandoning him- 
ſelf to the moſt cruel Reflections — I judged 
too rightly, cried he, ob too haughty Prin- 
ceſs | that a ſecret foreboding would render 
Thacmene an Object hateful to the! 

Good Heavens! continued be, of what 
Service to me can be the Crowns, the Domi- 
nions I am in ſearch of, if I am hated by K- 
zimirca! Too compaſſionate Zingis, why didft 
thou not let me periſh, or why not conceal 


my Deſtiny ! Thacmene, the unknown Thac- * 


mene, notwithſtanding the Elevation of his 
Sentiments, durſt never have raiſed his Eyes 
and Wiſhes to the Princeſs of Tangut / | 
This admirable Stranger, only unfortunate 
by Magining himſelf fo, was preparing to 
continue theſe melancholy Complaints, when 
the High Prieſt came to rejoin him; and as 


he had remarked his Precipitation in leaving 


the Temple — What Movement, my Lord, 
ſaid he, as he came up to him, could oblige 
you to quit ſo ſoon a Sight which many of 
our Princes would purchaſe at the Hazard of 
their Lives? Has the Princeſs of Tangut fewer 
Charms: for your Eyes than for thoſe of the 


reſt of Mankind? My Father, returned the 


Stranger, have not ſo mean an Opinion of m 


er : Kizimirca' is the moſt perfe 


Work of Nature; but it is ſo dangerous to 
admire her when we are nöt Kings and 


Princes, that I thought it neceſſary to avoid 
the Danger by Flight. The Princeſs herſelf 


ed to me irritated. at my Temerity, 
and the Fear of diſpleaſing her forced me to 


Your 


* ; - ORD 2 * as 4 W F , * . . . | 
. = 12 - 
4 
— 
* - 
2 f 
. — 
— 
9 


The TARTA RIA PRINCE. 297 


Lour Prudence, my Son, replied the Lama, 
is highly laudable; but either I am much de- 
ceived, or your Preſence did not inſpire me 
with ſuch Sentiments: ſhe aſked me who you 
were, with an Air that perſwaded me to the 
contrary ; and if I dared to explain myſelf 
clearly, and to penetrate into your Secrets, I 
ſhould fay that you are not what you appear 
to be, and that Heaven never formed two 
Perſons more reſembling in Perfections, and 
more worthy of each other, than you and 
the Princeſs of Tangut; but doubtleſs you 
have your Reaſons to act in this manner; and 
having not been ſo happy as to do any thing 
that deſerves your Confidence, I ought not to 
exact from you a Declaration of the Truth, 

The Perſian, at this Diſcourſe, conſidered 
within himſelf for fome Time, as uncertain 
what he ought to do; but on a ſudden taking 

his Reſolution — My Father, faid he to the 

Lama, I am obliged to you for thinking of 
me in this manner; I wiſh I could acknow- 
ledge it by diſcloſing my Heart to you, but it 
is not now a proper Time: I ſhall certainly 

ſee you again; preſerve me your Friendſhip, 
and 1 ſhall prove to you that it is not for Want 
of Confidence in you that I leave you igno- 
rant who Iam. At theſe Words, drawing a 
magnificent Diamond from his Finger, he 
preſented it to the High Prieſt; and tho” the 

Lama's of Tartary lived wholly. upon Alms, 
and that their Inſtitution obliges them to 
receive them, yet the Gift of Thacmene ap- 
peared fo conſiderable to the Lama of Thibet 
that he refuſed it — You have conſtrained 
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me to uſe you like a private Perſon, ſaid he 
to the Stranger, and yet you gratify me like a 
great Monarch] Suffer me then to refuſe you 
as an Unknown, unleſs you would have me 
accept it as coming from the Hand of a pow- 
erful Sovereign. . 5 
The young Perſan ſmiled at theſe Words, 
and embracing him with Eſteem — Give me 
what Quality you pleaſe, my Father, re- 
turned he, but offend me not by rejecting 
this trifling Mark of my Gratitude, He 


finiſhed thoſe: Words fo ſeriouſly, that the 


High Prieft judged he ought not to- preſs it 


farther, Then T hacmene having bid him adieu, 


he conducted him beyond the Encloſure of 
the Temple, where his Domeſtie, who had 
accompanied him, came to join him, and 
both of them mounting their Horſes, diſap- 


peared like Lightning from the Sight of the 
High Prieſt, who remained perſwaded that 
this amiable Stranger could be no common 


anon. {2 4 156565; 554 : 
In the mean time, whilſt the Unknown 
abandoned to Love and Fortune the Gui- 


dance of his Steps, the beauteous and haughty 


 Kizimirca ſtruggled inceſſantly with a Paſſion 


which ſhe imagined ſo wrongly placed, and 
7 


during eight Days and eight Nights, had no 


other Occupation but a conſtant ſtriving to 


overcome her Tenderneſs; the Torments ſhe 


gave herſelf to ſucceed, ſerved only to ren- 


der. it more violent ; this threw her into a 


. . melancholy which was ſoon perceived by the 
| King and the Queen. Cazoubcam, who dreaded 


leſt Ambition ſhould ſeize upon the * i 
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this Princeſs, and oblige her to. yield her 
Heart to one who might diſpute with him the 
Kingdom of Tangut, wiſhed to diſſipate theſe 
Ideas, and invented continually new Plea» 
ſures to amuſe her; and as Hunting was one 
of thoſe that ſhe loved the moſt, particularly 
ſince this ſecret Alteration of her Heart, he 
frequently ordered Parties of that kind, to 
which all the Youth of the Court of both 
Sexes were admitted. 5 

It was in thoſe Sports that Kizimirca, not- 
withſtanding her Melancholy, ſhone with the 
greateſt Luſtre, managing a Horſe with as 
much Grace as the moſt experienced Tar- 
tar, and ſhooting an Arrow with the ſame 
Addreſs. The King of Thibet was always 
near her during the Chace, and the Foreſt, 
which was choſen to be the Theatre of it, 
was ſurrounded by the Guards of that Prince, 
none being permitted to enter there but thoſe 
whom, the King named to attend him. 


* 81 F i 


Almoſt fifteen Days had paſled ſince the 
Adventure of the Temple, when Caroubcam 
propoſed: this Diverſion to the Queen and to 

the Princeſs ; they accepted it; and Orders. 
being immediately given for the next Day, 
the whole Court repaixed at Sun · riſe to the 
Foreſt deſtined for the Chace, Which Was at 


/ . « 24 ; 


no great Diſtance from the City 
The Chace that Day was only to make: 
War upon. the wild Birds: with which that: 
Foreſt was inhabited: it had already been 
begun ſome Hours, and Kiaimirca's Addrels: _ 
had at leaſt equalled the moſt experienced 
Shooters, when the King of Thibet, out of 
4%%%/%/% „ 


* 
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Complaiſance to the Queen, alighted from 
his Horſe, made the Nice do the ſame, 
and retired with them into the thickeſt Part 
of the Foreſt, that they might repoſe them- 
ſelves a Moment, letting the reſt of the Court 
purſue the Chace; but they had ſcarce taken 
their Places under a Pavillion, which had 
been immediately fer up, when Catoubcam 
perceived coming directly towards him from 
the Mountains a Tyger of an enormous Size. 
That Prince was brave, he felt no Apprehen- 
ſions for himſelf, but for the Princeſſes, which 
made him look round to ſee if he had Peo- 
ple enough about him to ſtop the Courſe of 
this terrible Animal. ; 2 
| But ſeeing only four or five of his Atten- 

_ dants who had preferred their Repoſe to the 
Chace, he reſolved to oppoſe the Fury of the 
Tyger with this ſmall Support: In the inte- 
rim this dreadful] Beaſt had ſoon reached 
them; Caroubcam and his People ſhot at him, 
but none of their Arrows having touched. 
him, Fear ſeized upon his Attendants, and 
truſting to Flight for ' their Safety, they left 
the King as a Prey to the furious Animal. 

- The 8 and the Princeſs made the Fo- 
reſt reſound with their Cries, whilſt Caloub- 
cam, with his Seymetar drawn, was ſtrug- 
| gling with the 'Tyger for his Life, without a 

ope of Succeſs. He had given' him ſome 
flight Wounds, which, far from weakening 
him, only irritated him more; and that Prince, 
fatigued and exhauſted by the Agility he 
was obligedto make uſe of to avoid this cruel 

Enemy, whoſe Claws had offended - = 7 

pt GC vw ever 
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ſeveral Places, muſt at length have been de- 


ſtroyed, when a Cavalier, mounted on a noble 


Arabian Courſer, and ſpurring full Speed with 
his Scymetar in his Hand, joined the Monarch: 
at the very Moment when the Tyger was 
making its utmoſt Effort to leap upon him; 
and darting himſelf like Lightning upon the 
Animal as it rouſed itſelf to lance upon its 
Prey, with one Stroke of his Scymetar, he 
ſeparated its Head from its lifeleſs Body. 

The Arrival and the Blow of this Cbwalier ü 
appeared ſo ſurprizing to the King of Thibet,. 
that be remained almoſt immoveable. He 
looked with equal Afſtoniſhment upon the 
Tyger extended dead at his Feet, and upon 
him who had killed it. In the mean time 
the Unknown, the Moment he had deprived: 
the dreadful Beaſt of Life, alighted haſtily 
from his Horſe, and putting one Knee upon 
the Ground before Caloubcam — Pardon a: 
raſh Stranger, my Lord, ſaid he to him, who, 
ignorant of the Cuſtoms of this Country, 
found himſelf engaged in this Foreſt at the 
Time when your Majeſty entered it, and was 
prevented by your Guards from quitting it; 
I ſhall be happy if the Danger that my Arm 
has freed you from, may efface a Crime I 
— only guilty of through want of Know- 
Whilſt the Unknown ſpoke in this man- 
ner, the King of Thibet felt himſelf agitated _ 
with the moſt tender Emotions; the Beauty, 


the Youth, the ſoft, and, at the ſame time, 


the majeſtic Air of the Stranger, his graceful 
Manner of Addreſs, and the Valour he 1 
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iſt ſhewn, joined to the Gratitude due for 
fach a Service, ftruck his Heart fo deeply, 
that, unable to reſiſt the Tranſports of his 
Soul, he embraced him; and preſſing his 
Head againſt his Breaſt — W hoever thou art, 
brave and charming Unknown, ſaid he to 
him, I return Thanks to Heaven for the Re- 
fuſal. my Guards gave thee; thoſe Barbarians 
meant to expoſe thy Life, and thou haſt 
preferved mine; demand whatever thou canſt 
deſire for ſuch. a Benefit, and be certain to 
obtain it. 

The Eſteem of your Majeſty, replied he, 
and the Happineſs of becoming ſervice- 
able to you by more important Actions, is 
the only Recompence I preſume to demand. 
At theſe Words Cazoubcam commanding ·him 
to riſe, and holding out his Hand to. him — 
Well then, faid he, ſince thou refuſeſt to de- 
mand a Recompence, I will ſet no Bounds to 
iy Gratitude; and. fince one of our Laws 
— been infringed ſo happily. for me, I will 
infringe them all for thee, by offering thee to 
the Sight of two Princeſſes whom my Pre- 
ſence alone can reaſſure; then hats & <A 
him to the Queen's, Pavillion, they arrived 
there at the ſame time when the whole Court 
were drawn.thither by their Shrieks,  — 

Cainubcam entering it with the Stranger, 
and looking upon that numerous Band of 

Warriors — Madam, faid he to the Queen, 
who could imagine that, in the midſt of fo 
many Darts and Scymetars, I ſhould owe my 

Life 1 to the invincible Arm of this 
n enk. Rs added he, ad- 
dreſſing 
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drefling himſelf to Kizimirca, who had let 
down her Veil at the Arrival of ſo many Peo- 
ple, condeſcend to help me to acknowledge 
this noble Service, by diſcovering that mira - 
culous Beauty, whoſe. Sight is beyond the 
Value of an Empire, The Queen and the 
beauteous Kizimirca, ſtill confuſed with their 
Fear, lift up their Veils, ſcaxce knowing 
what they did ; but how great was the Sur- 
prize of the young Princeſs, when ſhe found 
in this Stranger, whoſe Valour was ſo 
plauded, the fatal Object whoſe Image had 
never forſook her Breaſt? ' '' © 
It was happy for them both that this ſecond 
Interview happened whilft-all Minds were in 
Trouble and Agitation: the Queen looked 
upon the Stranger with ſuch Emotions of 
Joy and Tenderneſs, as would have aſto- 
niſhed her upon any other Occaſion; but at- 
tributing theſe Movements wholly to the 
Gratitude ſhe felt at his having preſerved the 
King, her Huſband, ſhe gave herſelf entirely 


up to it, and gave him the moſt tender Rei- 


ception: the Princeſs and the Courtiers, 
confuſed at the Reproach of Caioubcam, and 
filled with Envy and Fealouſy, turned their 
Looks from him left they ſhould find them- 
felves conſtrained to admire him; and the 


King of Thibet was ſo fully occupied in 


hearing him and ſpeaking to him, that he had 
not given the leaſt Attention to his Wounds, 

But the Queen ſeeing the Blood appear in 
ſeveral Places, conjured him ſo often to quit 
this Place, that he remounted his Horſe, 
commanding the Stranger to do the _ 
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and to accompany him to the Palace; the 
- Queen and the Princeſs entered into their 
Chariot, attended by the whole Court on 
Horſeback : Caioubcam and the young Per- 
ſian rid clofe to each other; and as they 
went flowly, not to be too far diſtant from 
the Princeſſes, the King of Thibet, deſirous 
to know the Stranger farther, enquired his 
Name, what was his Birth, if he was a Per- 
ftan, as his Habit ſeemed to teſtify, and what 
was the Occaſion of his being in Th:bet. 


My Lord, replied he, I am named Thac- 


mene, my Birth is not of the leaſt illuſtrious 
in Perſia, my Father has neglected nothing 
that might render me worthy of it, and to 
ſucceed in my Education, had always about 
me Men of different Nations, to inſtruct me 
at the ſame time in their various Languages, 
Manners, and above all, in their different 
Arts of War, having deſtined me for Arms 
from my earlieſt Youth : This Education, 
joined to. the Recital which a Tartar, who 
- was one of my Maſters, gave me continually 
of the noble Qualities of your Majeſty, the 
Felicity your Subjects enjoyed under your 


Laws, and the Difference there was between 


the Belief of the Perſians, and the Truth of 
the Thibetan Religion, having given me an 
extreme Deſire to viſit your Dominions, I 
reſolved to do it, and with the more Facility, 
as the Death of my Father rendered me the 
Maſter of my own Actions: I have been 
already ſome Months in this Kingdom; but 
being unwilling to appear before your Ma- 
_  Jeſty till I had performed ſome Action of 
1 | | Diſtinction, 
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Diſtinction, and hoping to find ſuch an Occa- 
ſion in the War which is ſaid to be denounced 
againſt the King of Maurenaber, Chance, 
and my own Imprudence, have happily: pro- 
cured me one which I could not have ex»: 
Caroybcam, charmed with the Grace with 
which Thacmene exprefſed himſelf, and with- 
ing to attach him to himſelf for ever from 
that Moment, promiſed him the moſt conſi- 
derable Poſts in the military Order, and gave 
him the Rank of a Grandee in his Court. 
The young Perſian appeared extremely ſen- 
ſible of ſo many Favours, and returned his 


Thanks with a Nobleneſs of Spirit that 


ſhewed him far ſuperior to all that he pro- 
poſed to do for him. This Converſation 
laſted to the Gates of the Palace, where the 
King of Thibet obliged Thacmene to take the 
Degree with which he was juſt then honour d 
with, and by that conſtrained the Courtiers to 
look upon him with Conſideration. The 
Queen, inſtructed by Caioubcam, declared, 
when ſhe entered into her Apartment, that 
ſhe and the Princeſs ſhould have no appointed 
Days with regard to Thacmene, but that they 
would be ſeen. whenever he preſented him- 

ſelf to pay his Duty. © Pe 
This Exceſs of Favour wrought up the 
Hatred of the Courtiers to the greateſt 
Height, but obliged to ſubmit to it, they” 
concealed their Jealouſy under the feigned 
Diſguiſe of Eſteem to the Stranger, ſaying, 
that leſs ought not to be done for a Man to 
whom they owed the Preſervation of the 
; King, 
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King, and every one ſtrove who ſhould be 
moſt aſſiduous in ſhewing a Conſideration for 

him, which none of them truly felt. 
Whether their Sentiments were feigned or 
real, was not what Thacmene wiſhed to pene- 
trate into; thoſe of K:zimirca were the ſole 
Employment of his Thoughts, and what he 
uſed the utmoſt Application of his Mind tg 

perceiv ee. W 8 44,1 
But that haughty Princeſs had ſo great a 
Command, over herſelf, that ſhe made the 
amorous Perfian imagine that ſhe did not in 
the leaſt remember ever to have ſeen him, 
and treating him with a cold and ſerious Civi- 
lity, threw him into-ſo cruel a Situation, that 
all the Goodneſs of the King could not calm 
In the mean time, Caioubcam cauſed an 
Apartment to be given him in the Palace ; and 
obliging him to go and repoſe himſelf there, 
every one retired, and found themſelves at Li- 
berty to give themſelves up to their different 
Thoughts: -Thacmene found in the Apartment 
that was deſtined for him, every thing neceſ- 
fary to compoſe the Equipage of a Prince, 
and a numerous Train of Courtiers, vile 
Slaves to Fortune and Favour, who had re- 
paired there to make their Court to him; 
he expreſſed an equal Conſideration for them 
all; and, in ſpite of their ſecret Envy, they 
confeſſed within themſelves that they had 
never ſeen ſo many Charms; and ſuch uncom- 
mon Qualifications joined in one Perſon. 
When T hacmene had allowed a proper Time 
to their Affiduities, letting them 3 * 
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wiſhed to be alone, they retired; and the | 


"4 AT AT £ 


Can you imagine the Princeſs of Tangut will. 
ever condeſcend to let her Heart be ſubdued 
by a Paſſion for one unknown? Ah! my 
Lord, ſnatch hold of the glorious Opportunity 
this ſhining Action gives you, and declare to 
n 8 . 1 


No, Zilim, interrupted Thacmene, let us be 


ST 4. 


ſilent, my Happineſs depends upon my Si- 


lence: there will be always a Time proper to 


inform Cazoubcam of the Truth, but it will 
not be always ſo eaſy for me to find out the 


Sentiments of Kizimirca, and it is too impor- 
tant to me ts know what paſſes in the Heart 
of the King and of the Queen for Zulimazin, 


and even for Thacmene, to neglect any thing 


that may inſtruct me in it; let me force this 


W Princeſs to love me under a common 


Name before I declare who I am; and by ſig- 
nal Services, an extreme Zeal, and the moſt 


ſubmiſſive Attachment, let me ſtrive to prove 


to the King and Queen of Thibet, that Thac- 
mene has rendered himſelf worthy of drying 
up thoſe Tears which they have ſhed for 


1 But 


ulimazin, 


4. 
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But yet, my Lord, returned Zilim, Zingis 
muſt ſoon arrive, his Preſence will diſcover 
all, and you will be no longer capable of 
concealing yourſelf, I will prevent Zingis, 
reſumed Thacmene, when he arrives here he 
is only to addreſs himſelf to. the great Lama 
of Thibet, whoſe Worth and Prudence he is 
ſenſible of; and I have formed the Deſign of 

confiding my Secret to him before he ſees his 
Friend; that Zingis, informed from his Mouth 
of my Reſolutions, . concealed in 
the Temple till the Moment that I judge 
favourable for my Schemes. | 
Zilim, who knew Thacmene was not to be 
ſhaken when he had once formed his Plan, 
preſſed him no farther, and ſtrove only to 
1 his Melancholly, by endeavouring to 
Aperſwade him that Kizimirca had examined 
him with too much Attention, when in the 
Queen's Tent, not to have known him again; 
and that even ſuppoſing her the moſt inſen- 
ſible Princeſs upon Earth, it was impoſſible 
ſhe ſhould be ſo to the powerful Charms 
which ſhone in him. Thacmene received this 
Flattery with Modeſty, and was preparing to 
anſwer him, when he was informed that the 
King had enquired for him ; her epaired im- 
mediately to his Apartment, and that Mo- 
narch, whoſe Wounds were juſt dreſſed that 
he had received from the I yger, and who 
felt he could not be a Moment eaſy without 
- ſeeing the Stranger, gave bim a * 


* 


ſtill more tender than the firſt; _ Thacmene, 
whom powerful Reaſons rendered as ſenſible 
of the AﬀeCtions of this Monarch, as he ma 


* 
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of the Service he had received from him, 
teſtified his Gratitude with an Ardour that 
redoubled every Moment the Friendſhip ' of 
Caloubcam. 
| He looked upon him with a Pleaſure, that 
was viſible in his Eyes, and could never be 
fatified with giving him Marks of his Admi- 
ration by a thouſand redoubled Praiſes ; at 
length, after having paſſed ſome Moments in 
this pleaſing Occupation, he declared to him, 
that he had received News which obliged him 
in fifteen Days at the utmoſt, to put himſelf 
at the Head of his Armies, to prevent the 
King of Maurenaher's Deſigns of ſeizing 
upon the Kingdom of Tangut, in which he 
was advertiſed that Prince had a conſiderable 
Party; and 1 have formed a Deſign, brave 
Thacmene, continued he, of giving you in 
this War Opportunity to ſignalize your Va- 
| lour, If I. followed my own Inclinations, 
after myſelf, my Troops ſhould have no other 
Chief than you, but Policy obliges me to con- 
ſtrain them; therefore, not daring to name 
you as General, I will, however, give 51 
aà ſeparate Body of Troops who ſhall be ſub- 
ject to your Command alone, and whom you 
may conduct wherever you judge they may 
be moſt neceſſary; and in this manner, with- 
out your appearing to have any Superiority | 
over my Generals, you may command the = 
Fate of the War, fince I depend much more 
upon your Courage and Intrepidity, than upon 
1 that of my Tartarian Subjects. 
My Lord, replied Thacmene, whatever Rank 
your Majeſty beſtows upon me, it will de 
| d 2 Alas 
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always glorious for me, provided it is near 
your Perſon, and I will uſe my utmoſt Efforts 
to deſerve the Confidence you are pleaſed to 
honour me with. Cazoubcam embraced him, 
and having told him to prepare himſelf for 
his Departure, he permitted him to paſs into 
the Queen's Apartment, telling him, that 
Jince he was forced to deprive himſelf of his 
Preſence, he was unwilling ſhe ſhould be a 
Moment without ſeeing him, being aſſured 
that he was as much beloved by her as he 
was by him. Thacmene obeyed; and tho' 
he knew he ſhould fee] uncommon Struggles 
in his Heart at this Viſit, he reſolved to make 
it, and to arm himſelf with new Firmneſs 
to ſupport once more the Sight of a Queen 
whom his ſecret Emotions rendered extreamly 
dear to him. | 5 

He found her with the Princeſs of Tangut; 
they both received him with equal Goodneſs, 
with this only Difference, that the Queen 
appeared tender, affectionate, full of Confi- 
dence and Eſteem ; whilſt K:zz:mzrca, ſerious 
and melancholy, affected an Indifference that 
diſtracted bim, tho' he might have read in her 
Eyes that her Heart diſagreed with that Ap- 
pearance; but he was ſo far from imagining 


himſelf beloved, that he interpreted every 


thing to his Diſadvantage. The Queen of 
Thibet made him repeat all that he had told 
Caioubcam of his Country and of his Birth: 
- She aſked him his Age; and when he had 
ſatisfied all theſe Queſtions — Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
letting fall ſome Tears, ſuch would have been 
Zulimaxin, and perhaps he might not have been 

| f 1 5 8 
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leſs amiable than the valiant Thacmene: Your 

| Preſence, continued ſhe, oh generous Stran- 

ger! recals a melancholly Remembrance to 
my Mind, and yet it ſeems pleaſing to me 
v hen I look upon you: Something, which I. 
cannot explain, forces me, when I ſee you, 
to be concerned and to rejoice: You make 
me at once forget and remember my Son; E 

imagine he would have been formed like 
you, and the Moment after, I dare not flat- 
ter myſelf that Nature, if he had lived; 
would have adorned him with ſo many ami- 

| able Qualities; in fine, ſince your Arrival, 

reither you nor: he have ever been out of 

5 my Heart or my Ming, 8 

| During ſo moving a Diſcourſe, Thacmene - | 

| Was in an 


hens 3 n — Þ bk. At. 4 "—— 
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inconceivable Agitation; he was 
even for ſome time incapable of anſwering 
the Queen, and, notwithſtanding all his Firm 
neſs, it was impoſſible for him to deny his 
| Tears at the Condition of this Princeſs; yet, 
ſtill keeping his Reſolution, | he made the 
Share he took in her Sorrow-the-Pretext of 
. bis Senſibility. You ſee, Madam, ſaid hep. 
to what a degree Iam touched with the Emo- 
tions my Preſence inſpires you with: Happy 


5 would Thacmene be, if he could repair yuv 
7 Loſs; and if, at the Expence of his owir. 
1 Life, he could recal that of the Prince of 
| Thibet. Lou have given ſuch -convincing 


| Proofs of the little Regard you have for- 
| your's, faid K;zimires to him with Majeſty; . 
| that we have no room to doubt but that your: 
| would do for the Son, what you har ealready- 
| done ſor the Fache. mant 
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That trifling Service, replied Thacmeng, 


looking upon her with Eyes full of the moſt 


eager Love, is nothing in compariſon of what 
I wiſh to do for their Majeſties, and for the 
Divine Princeſs of Tangut; but I dare not 
fatter my ſelf that they can think me worthy 
of their Commands, or that my Zeal ſhould 
not be put in the Rank of thoſe Things which 
are effaced by the ſmalleſt Space of Time. 
Kizimirca bluſhed at theſe Words, of 
which ſhe knew the ſecret Meaning, and 
unable to forbear anſwering them — There 
are Actions, ſaid ſhe, and Adventures, of 
| which it is impoſſible to loſs the Remem- 
brance ; and if ſometimes they are left in 
Silence, it is more owing to Prudence than 
Forgetfulneſs. This Truth, continued ſhe, 
concerned that ſhe had ſaid ſo much, is ſeen 
in the Queen herſelf: ſhe preſerves a tender 
Remembrance of the Prince her Son, and 
yet ſhe uſes her utmoſt Efforts to drive him 
from her Memory. . | 
This Converſation continued upon the 
ſame Subject for ſome Moments; the Queen, 
whoſe Looks continually examined Thac- 
mene, diſcovered a Part of the Sentiments he 
felt for the Princeſs, and continued the Diſ- 
courſe till her Hour of Supper, finding an 
extreme Pleaſure in the noble, elegant, and 
eaſy manner in which theſe two amiable Per- 


ſons expreſſed themſelves ; at length Thac- 


mene having behaved himſelf as much to his 
Honour in this Viſit as in his Combat, bid 
adieu to the Princeſſes, and went to his 
Apartment to ſeek a Repoſe which his ardent 


Love 
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Love would not permit him to enjoy. As to- 
Kiximirca, more tender than ever, and not 
| leſs haughty, ſhe reſolved, that the more ſhe 
felt herſelf charmed with Thacmene, the more 
ſhe would appear with Indifference for him. 

In the mean time, the amorous Perſian, 
willing to take juſt: Meaſures for the Execu- 
tion of his Projects, repaired the next Morn- 
ing at Break of Day to the principal Temple 
of the City of Thibet; where demanding the 
Lama, he came to receive him with a Joy 
that plainly appeared in all his Actions — Oh 
brave and generous Thacmene ] ſaid he to 
him, how happy I am to remain ſtill in your 
Memory! The Action you performed Ve- 
Kerday has reached even to me, and our 
Altars ſtill ſmoak with the Incenſe which we 
have all this Night been offering to the Su- 
preme Divinity, to bleſs him for having con- 
ducted you to the Aſſiſtance of Caloubcam. 

My Father, ſaid Thacmene to him, I had 
given my Promiſe that I would fee you again 
and prove my Confidence in you; I come to 
acquit myſelf of that Promiſe; I have im- 
portant Secrets to reveal to you; let us 
therefore be free from the Danger of being 
over-heard. The High Prieſt, at theſe Words, 
conducted him into a private Apartment, and 
of which he himſelf cloſed the Doors; and 
defiring him to be ſeated, he begged him to 
explain himſelf without Fear. Thacmene look 
ing fixedly upon him Have you any Know- 
ledge, ſaid he, of a Tartarian of Tangut, 
named Zingis? Oh Heaven! cried the Lama, 
do I know him! Alas! my Lord, but — 
5 | : . | we 
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well for my Honour and my Repoſe: He was 
one of the Generals of Camoucham: He was 
the Perſon whom that barbarous King em- 
5 to carry off the Prince of Thibes, and, 
own, I could never have believed him capa- 
ble of ſuch an Action: We were brought up 
together, and tho' we entered into different 
Eſtabliſhments, he being the General of an 
Army at Tangut, and I the High Prieſt t 
Thibet, we ſtill preſerved the ſtricteſt Friend- 
ſhip for each other, till the fatal Moment of 
his treacherous Enterprize, fince which I 

have never heard from him. 42 
And if Zingis had ſaved the Prince of Thi- 
bet, reſumed Thacmene, and; conveyed him 
from the Fury of Caiaubcam, would you ſee 
him again with Pleaſure? Doubt it not, my 
Lord, returned the Lama, not only ſhould 
ſee him with Joy, but I would endeavour to 
procure him the Clemency of the King. But, 
valiant Stranger, that is what is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to believe, ſince, if Zingis had preſerved 
the Prince, nothing could have prevented him 
ſrom reſtoring him, eſpecially after the Death 
of the King of Tangut, and the Rewards our 
Monarch had premiſed to whoever ſhould 
bring him back. Yet nothing can be more 
true, reſumed the young Per/ten coldly, and 
it is wholly owing to his Cares, and to his 
generous Compaſſion, that you now ſee in. 
the Stranger Thacmene,. Zulimazin, Prince of 
Thibet, As he finiſhed theſe Words, the 
Prince diſcovering his left Side, offered to 
the View of the Lama that marvellous Arrow 
which Nature had imprinted upon his 1 2 
| Never 
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Never Surprize was greater thag that of 
the Lama, nor ever Tranſports of Joy more 
violent: He had ſcarce caſt his Eyes upon 
that Object, when he fell at the Feet of Zu- 
limazin, and taking his Hand which he kiſſed 
with Ardour, and watered with his Tears — 
Oh my Prince! cried he, oh my Maſter! do 
1 then ſee you, and ſhall I ge down to the 
Grave with the pleaſing Satisfaction of hav- 
ing once paid my Homage to you! This 
young Prince, confuſed at the exceflive Sub- 
miſſion of the Lama, for whom the Kings of 
Thibet have always the greateſt Veneration, 
obliged him to riſe, and embracing him with 
Tenderneſs — My Father, ſaid he to him, 1 
came not here with a Deſign of receiving 
Honours which are not due to me, but to 
teſtify my Eſteem for you, to advertiſe you 
of the Return of Zingis, and inſtruct you in 
the Reaſons which oblige me to deſire you to 
keep him concealed in the Temple, and not 
to diſcover me. 5 F-65 MA ad 
Speak, my Lord, ſpeak, faid the Eama 
eagerly to him, and be certain of my Zeal, 
my Obedience, and my Diſcretion. Upon 
this Promiſe, reſumed the Prince, learn then, 
my Father, that Zingis, after having followed 
the Orders of his King, and torn me from 
the Arms of my Nurſe, at the Momeat that 
he maſlacre'd her, returned with the greateſt 
Expedition to Tangut : He arrived there in 
the Night; and as his March had been ex- 
tremely fatiguing, having done in five Days 
what was ſeldom performed in ten, he left 
Troops encamped near the City, into 
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which he entered alone with me in His Arms. 
Ineed not inform you that upon the Road he 
had the Tenderneſs and the Compaſſion of a 
Father for me; you may judge of that, ſince, 
tho? I was ſtill at the Breafl, he brought me 
king to Targut - He went directly to his 
own Palace, and repairing to the Apartment 
of his Women, he gave me to his Wife, 
whom he found in the firſt Tranſports of 
Sorrow at the Death of a Son whom ſhe had 
Joſt the ſame Day. 8 5 
Zingis learning this News — Well then, 
ſaid be to her, dry up thy Tears, and take 
this Child in the Place of thine: The Death 
of a Son of Zingis may be repaired by the 
Birth of another; but great Princes are not 
ſo often born. | 
Then cauſing his dead Son to be brought 
to him, he took him, and changing the De- 
ſign he had of repoling himſelf before he ſaw 
Camouc ham, he went immediately to the Pa- 
lace. All the Court was retired, and the King 
in Bed: Zingis had him awakened, and pre- 
ſenting the dead Child to him — My Lord, 
faid he to him, it was not poſſible for me to 
bring you the Prince of Thibet alive, the Fa- 
tigue of the Road has killed him, but you 
can be under no Apprehenſions now of his 
becoming the Huſband of the Princeſs. Ca- 
moucham took the Child, and examined him 
carefully; but as they then at Tangut knew 
not of the extraordinary Mark I have upon 
my Breaſt, he made all theſe Obſervations 
only to be certain of my Death; at length 
Gonvinced that I was ſo, he gave a thouſand 
= e 
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Careſſes to Zingis, promiſed him great Re- 


compences, and diſmiſſed him, ordering him 


to diſpoſe as he thought proper of the Body 
of Zulimazin, Zingis, highly ſatisfied * that 
his Artifice ſucceeded fo well, returned to his 
Wife, recommended to ber to keep it the 


moſt inviolable Secret, and aſſured her that 5 
ſhould be the Occaſion of makin „ them per- 


fectly happy. You know, my Father, that 
Zingts joined to the military Art the Study of 
Philoſophy, and had made ſo great a Progreſs: 
in the occult Sciences, as to be ſurnamed- the 
Magician through the whole Kingdom of 


Tae ; whether he had Art enough to pene- 


trate into future, or that he only imagined 


that having preſerved me, the King, my Fa- 


ther, muſt be grateful for it, I know not, 
but he had the moſt uncommon Care and 
Attention over m. 

But as one Crime is too often but the Fore- 
runner of another, he was informed ſome 
Days after his Return, by one of the Confi- - 
dents of Camoucham, that that Prince had 
formed a Deſign of putting him to Death, 
that he might deny with Safety the Rape and 
Death of the Prince of Thibet. Zingis, who 
was conſcious of the Barbarity of his Maſter, 
took his Reſolution that Moment, and judg- 


ing that Camoucham ſooner or later would 


E his Death, even if he was under the 
rotection of the Grand Cham, or the King, 
my Father, he reſolved to fly into Perſia 
with his whole Family, to educate me there 
as a Prince ought to be, tho? ander the mn 
of 
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of his Son, and to wait for ſome favourable 
Event to reftore me to Caroubcam, 
This Deſign was no ſooner formed, but he 
made haſte to execute it; and his Meafures 
were ſo rightly took; that he found himſelf 
out of the Dominions of the King of Tan- 


gut, before that Monarch was ſo much as 


informed of his Departure. 

Zingis arrived in Perſia without any Acci- 
dent; and as he had conveyed with him the 
moſt valuable of his Treaſures, he appeared 
there with Splendor enough to make him- 
ſelf conſidered. It was in this Aſylum that 
he gave himſelf wholly up to the Care of my 
Education ; and when my Age rendered me 
capable of receiving his Inſtructions, he did 
all that was poſſible to render me worthy of 
my- Birth, IB, 0 

As I believed him my. Father, I had the 
moſt tender Attachment for him, and ſtrove 
to' return his Cares, by applying myſelf in 
ſuch a manner to all that was taught me, as 
to be able to give him Satisfaction: He in- 
formed himſelf moſt exactly of all the News 
that arrived in Perſia, of the Events of the 
War in Tangut, and inſtructed me in them, 
as Things neceſſary to be known, without 
ſpeaking to me of the Intereſt I ought to take 


He inſtructed me in the military Art, the 
different manner of combating of all the 
Afaatic Nations, and the Policies of their Prin- 
ces; and at length brought me to be capable 
of conducting myſelf propertly upon * Or- 
5 We; Calions: 
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caſions: He made me try my Valour from the 
Age of fifteen in the Wars againſt the Ara- 
b:ans, where having diſtinguiſhed myſelf fo 
far as to let him know what he might expect 
from me, he declared to me my. Birth, and 


told me the Share I ought to take in the Vic- 


tory of the King of Thibet over that of Tan- 
gut; and having read to me the Manifeſtoes 


of the King my Father, which was diſperſed 


throughout all Perſia, I ſaw in it with Joy 
the Facility there was of making myſelf 
known by the Arrow I have upon my left 


Breaſt, which was there mentioned. Then 


the Deſire of ſeeing my Country, the King 
my Father, and the Queen my Mother, made 
me eagerly preſs Zingis to depart for Thibet ; 
and as he had informed me that the Princeſs 


of Tangut was deſtined to me, the Deſire of 
judging whether I thought her worthy of - 


making me forget the Treaſon of Camau- 
cham, mixed with the Ambition I felt of ap- 


pearing again in the Rank I had been de- 


prived of, I gave Zingis no Repoſe till he had 
permitted me to leave Herſia and repair to 
this Place. — 


o 


He at length granted it, tho? with Diff 
culty, not being able himſelf to accompany 


me fo ſoon, having Affairs in Perſia which he 
was abſolutely obliged to terminate before he 
quitted it: But having given him my Promiſe 


to wait till his Arrival before I made myſelf 


known to the King my Father, he let me 


depart with Zilim as my Attendant, aſſuring 
me that he would rejoin me in leſs than four 


Months, and that I ſhould know his Arrival 
. E „ 
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from the great Lama of Thibet, at whoſe Pa- 
lace he would alight. he 

Il ſhall not detain you with a Recital of my 


Journey; I performed it without any Acci- 


dent, and arrived in this City as a Perſian 
above three Months ago: I viſited all the 
remarkable Places of it, and repaired aſſidu- 
* ouſly to every Place where I might have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing the King, the Queen, 
and the Princeſs; and if I had not been in- 
formed of my Birth, the Emotions of my 
Heart at their Sight muſt have taught it me. 
But the ſurprizing Beauty of K:zimirca 
ſttruck me with an invincible Force: I be- 
came diſtractedly in Love with her from the 
firſt Moment I ſaw her: 1 followed her every 
where without being perceived, and my Love 
ſtill increaſing, I reſolved to appear before 
her; and to ſucceed in that, I came to you, 
my Father, to conjure you to grant me an 
Aſylum in the Temple; the reſt is known 
to you: What I have now to inſtruct you in, 
is that I am reſolved not to diſcover myſelf to 
the King till I have done him ſome important 
Service, or at leaſt have proved to bim that I 
am wortby of being his Son: Beſides, I adore 
the Princeſs, I am ignorant of her Sentiments, 


and it is to penetrate into them that I am 


reſolved to continue as Thacmene for ſome 
Time; but the Fear of Zingis's breaking all 
my Meaſures, obliges me to defire you to 
inform him of them, and to make him appre- 
hend that my Happineſs depends upon his 
not diſcovering me. . 
The Prince ceaſed to ſpeak, and the High 
Prieſt having promiſed to obey him 88 


F 
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they parted, and Zulimazin returned to the 
Palace, where the Report being already ſpread 
abroad that Thacmene was to command a 
Body of Troops in the Army of Catoubcam, 
it hal already drawn to his Apartment all the 
oung Tartarian Nobility, to engage him to 
ſer them ſerve under him. Thacmene, who 
' wiſhed to make himſelf beloved by them, 
obtained the King's Permiſſion; and as he 
deſired to diſcipline himſelf thoſe whom he 
was to command, he begged Caizbcam to # 
conſent to his Departure the next Day, in 
order to joia the Army at the appointed Ren- 
dezvous, that he might have Time to view the 
Ground, and to. put his Body of Troops in a 
Condition to dilin uiſh themſelves, 3 
The King of Thibet, who, in this ſhort 
Space of Time, had converſed with Thacmene ” 
upon various Subjects, that he might judge of 
his Capacity, had been ſo ſtrongly charmed 
with his Prudence, his Policy, au! his great 
Knowledge in the Art of War, that he hg 
no other a but that of being unable t9- +>, an 
ble him the ſole Direction of his Ar my” he = 
' but not daring to do that, he granted han”: © | 
every thin ng elle he could demand. If that 
Prince's Heart had been wholly filled with, 2 
Ambition and a Thirſt of Glory, doubtleſs” 
he muſt have been ſatisfied with his Fatgz 


— 1. 


but Love, cruel Love, embittered the Pleas. 5 _ 
ſure he felt in being loved by Caroubcam to ſo 2» 5:4 
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great a degree, that he taſted it but 1 imper- pn 
fectly; and when he was obliged to take 
Leave of the Queen and of the Princeſs, he - IF -4 
felt that ſomething more ſtrong than Natura: 


made him unable to quit Thibet without Paing? = 
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The Queen received his Adieu with her 
Eyes bathed in Tears, without being able to 
imagine from whence aroſe the Exceſs of 
Tenderneſs ſhe felt for him: He was not leſs 
touched than ſhe was, but he conſtrained 
himſelf better. The ſame Firmneſs did not 
accompany him to the Princeſs of Tangut: 
She was alone with her Woman, and at that 
Moment ſighing for the Conſtraint that ſhe 
impoſed upon her Tenderneſs; the Preſence 
of Thacmene augmented her Agitation, and 
when he had informed her of the Occaſion 
of his Viſit, it was impoſſible for her to con- 
ceal her Emotions; the paſſionate Zulimazin 
ſeizing upon that happy Moment — I go, 
Madam, ſaid he to her, to ſeek out an Occa- 
ſion of rendering Thacmene worthy of your 

Remembrance, and his meriting that you 
ſhould condeſcend to recall to your Memory 
the fortunate Moment that offered him firſt 

your Sight. | 

J have not forgot, replied ſhe, that the 
T hacmene I ſaw in the Temple is the ſame to 
whom the King of Thibet owes his Life; and 
if all his Actions anſwer to the firſt, he need 
be under no Apprehenſions of my loſing the 
Memory of them. She pronounced theſe 
Words with fo much Grace, that Zulimazin 
was upon the Point of declaring his Flame; 
but the Fear of ſaying too much, and diſ- 
pleaſing the Sovereign of his Heart, reſtrained 
him; and willing to let his Aſſiduities and his 
Services procure him a favourable Reception, 


he contented himſelf then with the Language 


of his Eyes, and made no Reply to the Prin- 
Ceſs's Diſcourſe, but returned her the moſt 
f reſpectful 
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reſpectful Thanks; yet his Looks expreſſed 
his Thoughts ſo perfectly, and Kizimirea 
underſtood their Language fo plainly, that 
ſhe bluſhed at them, and the Apprehenſion of 
her anſwering them, in ſpite of herſelf, made 
her break off the Converſation abruptly, by 
ſaying ſhe was obliged to go to the Queen's 
Apartment, Thacmene mutually underſtood - 
her, and not.to conſtrain her farther, tore 
himſelf from her, bid her adieu, and departed 
the ſame Day, accompanied by all the young 
Warriors of T hibet, 

He arrived upon the Frontiers of Tangut, 
where the Army of Caicubcam was aſſembled 
to wait his Orders. The General Xare, who 
commanded it, . had already received them in 
regard to Thaemene, and acquitted himſelf 
with ſo much Zeal, by the Teſtimonies” of 
Conſideration that he gave him, that the 

oung Prince conceived the moſt particular 

Efteem for him, 

Aura was an old Warrior, brave, expe- 
rienced, and full of acknowledged · Merit: 
The King of Thibet, at the Birth of Zul 
mazin, had caſt his Eyes upon this Tartarian 
to truſt his Education to him, as being the 
moſt worthy of ſuch an Employment. a7 

© Thacmene was not long without perceiving .. 
his Worth, and attached himſelf affiduouſty 
to follow his Inſtructions. Aura, on his fide, 
could not behold him without loving him; 
and a few Days Converſation - having diſcos 
vered to him the amiable Qualities of that 
Prince, and the Extent of his Genus, he 
gave up his Heart to him without Heſitation : 
He reviewed with bim the Whole Army, 
E e . | ; commu 
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communicated to him the Diſpoſition he de- 
ſigned to make when he was in Preſence of 
the Enemy, and choſe out himſelf thoſe who 
were to compoſe his fele&t Body of Troops; 
and in all this Thacmene ſhewed ſo much 

Strength of Judgment, and gave him Ad- 
vices ſo prudent and fo ſolid, that Aura de- 
clared openly, that the young Stranger knew 
more than himſelf. | — 

Whilſt he made himſelf equally admired 
and beloved by the Officers and the Soldie:s 
by his Sweetneſs, and his noble and generous 

Behaviour, he employed himſelf in exerciſing 
his Troops, who, all charmed with him, took 
fo great a Confidence in his Courage and 
Management, that they unanimoufly wiſhed 
for an Opportunity of being commanded by 
him; and Caioubcam being arrived there, had 
the Satisfaction to find Thacmene generally 
eſteemed. The old Aura ſpoke to him of him 
in the moſt advantageous Terms, and with an 
Affection that redoubled what the King of 
Thibet already had for him. 62 

Some Days after the Arrival of this Mo- 
narch, his Spies having informed him that the 
Army of Maurenaher advanced in good Or- 
der with a Deſign of giving him Battle, he 
commanded his to decamp in order to prevent 
them, and ſeize all Advantages. I ſhall not 
enter into a Detail of the different Skir- 
miſhes which paſſed before the general Action, 
in all of which Thacmene diſcovered -the ut- 
moſt Prudence and Valour. 

It is ſufficient only to ſay, that both Armies 
having met in a vaſt Plain, which ſeparates 
the Kingdom of Tangut from that of . 

25448 ther, 
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naher, the two Kings, equally animated, gave 
each other Battle. Aura commanded the right 


Wing of the Thibetans, a Prince of the Royal 


Family was at the Head of the left, and the 
King, Caioubcam, commanded in the Center, 
and Thacmene, at the Head of his Body of 
Reſerve, was to be every where, where he 
thought his Suceours neceſſary. | 

The King of Maurenaher, who was young 
and full of Fire and Pride, had not diſpoſed 
his in the ſame manner: He commanded the 
right Wing, one of his Brothers the left, and 
the moſt antient of his Generals was in the 
Center: Thus Aura had to encounter the 
King of Maurenaher, and the Prince of Cai- 
oubcam's Blood had the Brother of that Mo- 
narch to combat. The Battle began on the 
Side of Xura: The Attack and Defence were 
equally furious, and the Tartars of Thibet 
began to give way, when Thacmene haſtened 
to their Succour : Things ſoon changed their 
Appearance at his Arrival; he repulſed the 
King of Afaurenaher with an unequall'd 
Impetuofity, and put the Thibetans in a Con- 
dition of hoping for the Victory; but the 
left Wing not having the ſame good Fortune, 
the Prince who commanded there was killed, 
and the Tartars, thrown intoDiſorder by the 
prodigious Efforts of the Brother of the King 
of Maurenaher, were ſeeking their Safety in 
their Flight, if Thacmene, informed of this 
Ditadvantage, had not immediately ſupplied 
the Place of the ſlain Prince. 
He rallied the flying Squadrons, led them 
back to the Battle, and performed ſuch ſur- 
prizing Actions, that the Enemies, in their 
| Turn, 
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Turn, were forced to give way. Then the 
Advantage being wholly on the Side of the 
Thibetans, the King of Maurenaher, pro- 
voked at ſuch an unforeſeen Turn, abandoned 
his right Wing, and putting himſelf at the 
Head of a Body of reſerved Troops, made 
ſuch incredible Efforts, that he pierced into 
the Center, where the King of Thibet re- 


__ ceived him with inconceivable Valour: But 


the Enemy, perſwaded that they ſhould con- 
quer, if they could either kill that Monarch 
or take him Captive, attached themſelves to 
him with ſo much Fury, that they had al- 
ready hewn in Pieces moſt of his People, 
and had him encloſed in the midſt of them; 
when Thacmene, ſeeing the Victory certain in 
the two Wings of the Army, returned to the 
Center to ſupport the King of Thibet, whom 
he found combating on foot, his Horſe hav- 
ing been killed under him, and having only a 
very ſmall Number of his Guards around him. 
| hat a Sight of Horror for Zulimazin 
and what an Increafe of Fury did it not-give 
him to ſee his Father in ſuch imminent Dan- 
ger! Then lancing himſelf upon the Enemy 
with a generous Anger, he pierced, killed, 
wounded, and at length penetrated to the 
Place where the King of Maurenaher, with 
his Sabre raiſed over the Head of Caioubcam, 
thought himſelf already their Conqueror; 
but the intrepid Thacmene throwing himſelf 
between them, ſtopped him in a Moment, 
and made him turn his Rage upon him; they 
attacked each other with equal Fury and 
Courage: Thacmene reſolved to conquer or to 
dye, ſupported by his brave Tartarians, _ 
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ſes him, ſurrounds him, ſeizes all Advantages, 
and at length makes him receive Death inſtead 
of Victory. | | 
The Maurenaherins no ſooner ſaw their 
King fall breathleſs to the Ground, than their 
Valour ſlackened, and Thacmene having diſ- 
engaged the King his Father, and bearing 
Terror and Aﬀright wherever he went, ſe⸗ 
conded Xurd ſo perfectly, that they hewed to 
Pieces the Enemy's Army, and remained Ma- 


ſters of the Field of Battle and the 9 of 


the Maurenaberins, which they gave as Pil- 
lage to their Soldiers. It is eaſy to imagine 
the Joy of Caioubcam, but it is difficult to 
expreſs it. | 
Thoſe Prodigies of Valour which he had 
ſeen Thacmene perform, made him almoſt be- 
lieve he muſt be more than Man; the whole 


Army was in the ſame Admiration, and the 


Tartars openly called him their Guardian 
Angel: Aura could not be ſatisfied with load- 
ing him with Praiſes, and never Conqueror 
was more univerſally applauded, nor with 
more Sincerity; but the modeſt Thacmene, 
far from being exalted by ſo much Honour, 


attributed the Victory entirely to the Orders 


of the King, the Prudence of the General, 
and the Valour of the Tartars. | 


Nevertheleſs Caloubcam, who was convinced 
of the Truth, formed from that Inſtant a De- 


ſign of attaching himſelf for ever to him with 
the moſt indiſſoluble Ties, by giving him a 


Crown and the Princeſs of Tangut ; but he * 


- communicated this important Project only to 
the General Aura, in whom he placed an en- 
tire Confidence, That brave Warrior, pene- 


trated 


228 
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trated with Love and Admiration for Mac- 


mene, encouraged him to follow this Reſolu- 
tion, by telling him that he could never do too 
much for ſo valiant and amiable a Man, who 
had twice preſerved his Life. The King of 
Thibet having no more Enemies to encounter, 
and thoſe of Maurenaber being no longer able 
to diſpute the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of 
Tangut, he divided his Army, , after having 
given them ſome Days Refreſhment; and 
h. ving diſperſed them into the frontier Poſts 
of his Dominions, he returned to the City of 
Thibet, accompanied by Thacmene, Xura, and 
all the Nobility with whom he had been 
attended, | | 

The Thibetans gave him the moſt joyful 
Reception, the Heavens reſounding with the 
Names; and it was an uncommon Spectacle 
to ſee the King, the old Aura, and the young 
Tartarian Warriors point out Thacmene to the 
People, and animate them to do him Ho- 
mage; never Triumph, with its moſt magni- 
ficent Ornaments and Preparations, could have 
more Pomp and Majeſty than this of Zulima- 
zin, notwithſtanding its Appearance of Sim- 
plicity. They arrived at the Palace, thro” the 
redoubled Acclamations of the Multitude, 
and were received by the Queen, the Prin- 
ceſs, and the whole Court, with the moſt ex- 


ceſſive Tranſports of Joy. Caioubcam preſented 


Thacmene to the Queen as his Deliverer, and 


the only Support of his Crown; and looking 


upon the Princeſs, ſaid, that whoever did not 


love that young Hero, muſt not expect his 


Friendſhip. The beauteous Kizimirca, whole 


Heart had a thouſand times times ſighed in | 
e e 


\ 
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Secret for the Danger of her Lover, could 
not ſee him again triumphant and covered with 
Glory, without diſcovering an inward Satis- 
faction; in fine, nothing was wanting to the 
Happineſs of Thacmene, but to be aſſured he 
did not diſpleaſe the Princeſs of Tangut. 
The King of Thibet, then finding himſelf 
at Liberty to diſcover his Sentiments, loaded 
him with Wealth and Honour, confided in 
him all bis Secrets, braught him into all his 
Councils, and never Favour could be greater, 
or more plainly expreſſed; no Favours were 
obtained but by his Recommendation, all _ 
Poſts and Employments were for thoſe he 
judged moſt worthy of them, and the Heart 
of the King was wholly his. 
Three Months paſſed in this manner, dur- 
ing which Thacmene omitted nothing that 
might convince the Princeſs of the Strength of 
his Paſſion; and tho? ſhe behaved to him with 
more Conſideration than uſual, ſhe put on fo 
haughty and ſo cool an Air, whenever he 
would have explained himſelf more clearly, 
that it was impoſſible for him to diſcover her 
real Sentiments: This threw him into the 
moſt ' dreadful Perplexity, as did alſo the De- 
lay of Zingis, who, notwithſtanding his Pro- 
' Miſe, was not yet arrived, no os 
Whilſt he abandoned himſelf to a thouſand 
moving Reflections, the King of Thibet, who 
reſolved to put all his Deſigns in Execution, 
without mentioning them to T hacmene, pro- 
poſed him to Kizimirca as a Conſort, exagge- 
rating to her the Charms of his Perſon, his 
Valour, and the Glory he had acquired; but 
that too haugbty Princeſs, who » 
: | CONe 
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__ confeſs her Weakneſs, and who continually 
_ endeavoured to ſurmount it, received this 
Propoſal with a Contempt that irritated Cai- 
oubcant;, the Obligations ſhe was under to him 


_ appearing. alone ſufficient to have made her 


obey him, he quitted her with Menaces of 


conſtraining her to it; and preſſed by his juſt 


Reſentment, he diſcoyered to his young Fa- 


vourite his Intentions, the Rank to which he 


deſtined him, and the Cottempt of Kizimirca, 


_ XPS ! 


ſpiſcs me. The King of T hibet, charmed with. 


this 


"Mo. 


4 
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this Confeflion;-made him riſe, embraced him, 
3 buns and wow him that ſince he loved 
the Princeſs, he muſt not deſpair of gaining 
her Heart, and commanded*hin no — | 
make a Myſtery of his Love, fince it Was 
ſufficient that he approved it. Thaemene, thus 
authorized, did not heſitate to render his Flame 
public. His Rivals, alarmedat it, felt their Ha- 9 
tred increaſe ; and Kizimirea, who'thoughtthe k 
deſerved other Uſage, ſhewed only Anger and So 
Indignation; but the Queen, more penetrating | ; 
than Carmbeam, not giving into this Deceit, 
examined her fo thoroughly, that ſhe perceived 
the ſecret Thoughts of her Soul: She informed 
the King, who, upon that Diſcovery; formed 
a Reſolution to conſtrain that Princeſs to de- 
clare her Tenderneſs, and at the ſame time to 
put Thacmene and the whole Court to the Prial. 
To this effect, he begun to be leſs familiar wing 
his Favourite; he afterwards appeared melan- 5 
cholly and filent; and ſeveral times ordered te Mm 
Entrance of his Apartment to be refuſed to that 
amiable Prince. This uncommon Conduct gave 
him great Uneaſineſs; but, always ſubmiſſve, 
he conſtrained himſelf, and let no Diſquiet ap- 
pear; there needed no more, however, to ba- 
niſh from his Levee the whole Crowd of Cour- 
tiers, this apparent Diſgrace fettingtheratLt- » 
berty to' follow their. Inclinations ; every ene 
ſhewed themſelves without Diſguiſe, and were 
immediately more eager in finding out his D- 
_ FeQs, than they had been in paying their Court 
t fill 25 SU 07 LE NG 
Aua alone appeared ſtill the ſame; andun- 
able to ſuffer a Man, to whom the whole Ving 
dom owed ſo much, 2 3 . 


1 
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he ſpoke of it to the King with a noble Bold- 


convey him into the Tower of the Palace. 


neſs; but he was extremely ſurprized when that 


Prince anſwered him coldly, that he had Rea- 
ſons of Importance for acting thus, and that he 
commanded him to go and ſeize T hacmene, and 


x « 


Aura, diſtracted with Deſpair, threw himſelf 


at his Feet, and watering them with his Tears, 


begged him not to be guilty of a Thing ſo inju- 


rious to his Honour, as ruining that amiable 


Warrior; that he choſe rather to die than to 
hear his King taxed with ſuch Ingratitude, and 
that he conjured him to take his Head rather 


than command him to. do ſuch an Action. The 
brave Aura accompanied theſe Words with fo 


many real Marks of Sorrow, that Cazoubcam 
could no longer reſiſt, and throwing his Arms 


around his Neck — You are the only Man, oh 


Aura! ſaid he to him, that has deſerved the 
Eſteem of your Sovereign, and I return Thanks 
to Heaven for its having given you Sentiments 


ſo different from this vile Race of Courtiers, 


who know no Deity but blind Fortune: Then 


diſcovering to him his Deſign, he conjured 


bim to ſerve him in it, and to keep it ſecret. 


Let us try, ſaid he to him, the Princeſs of 


Tangut, and find out, without Diſguiſe, the 


Heart of my Thacmene; we have tried him in 


Battles and in niz: let us now try him 
in Misfortune; let us 


ee with what Courage 
he can ſupport his Diſgrace. He who is ſeen 


firm in Adverſity, is truly worthy of being 
happy; and whoever in that fatal Moment 


knows. how to command himſelf, is alone 


; Capable of reigning. 


Aura, Whole Fear prevented him from ap- 
* N Proving 


> 
2 
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proving this Maxim, did all that was poſſible to 
diſſwade him from his Deſign, but not being 
able to ſucceed, and being thoroughly alſured- —- 
by Caroubcam that it was only a Stratagem, he 
conſented at length to do what he deſired; and 
at the ſame Inſtant repairing to the Apartment | 
of Thacmene, he declared to him the King's 
Commands, and the Regret he felt at being d 
charged with this Commiſſion. 2 
' Zulimazin, aſtoniſhed at ſuch a Treatment; 
conſidered a Moment to examine what coulZ _ 
be the Cauſe of it; then immediately looking 
on the Warrior with the calmeſt Aire Brave 
Aura, ſaid he to him, I am not conſcious of 
any Guilt; but as I have given my Blood and 
my Life to the King of Tibet, they are no 
longer mine, he is the Maſter of them, and 1 

ſtill look upon it as an Effect of his Goodneſs 
that he commands me to yield up my Arms to 
none but the valiant Aura. At theſe Words, 
delivering his Scymetar to him, he let himſelf . 
be conducted to the Tower without ſne wing 
the leaſt Concern. The old Tartarian admir d, 
in ſecret, this unſhaken Greatneſs of Mind, =o 
and quitted him more in Love than ever with 3 
his ſteady Virtue, The Relation he made of it 
to Caloubcam, drew from him Tears of o; 
but he ſoon concealed them from the Eyes of 
his Courtiers, who came in Crowds to his 
Apartment, upon the Report that was ſpread _ 
about, that Thacmene was a Priſoner, and that ; 
he would be ſentenced to Death. 4 

I be King of Thibet, to found their Opi- 8 
nions, appeared extremely irritated againſt 
him; and his hidden Enemies then diſcovering 

cemſelues, were prodigal of all the odious 
| "ET '2 Accu- 
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Aecuſations their Envy and Malice could in- 
vent: Some ſaid he was a Spy of the King of 
Perſia; others, a Man of baſe Fxtration, who, 
by a kind of attrafting Mien and Behaviour, 
hoped to raiſe himſelf. to the higheſt Fortune; 
and all united in concluding, that it was ſur- 

prizing that a Prince, ſo prudent as Caioubcam, 
_ ſo haſtily grant his Favour to this Un- | 


That Monarch hearkened to all their Dif- 
courſes without making them any Anſwer, but 
with ſo great a Contempt for thoſe that held 
them; that he Rood: in nend of the. utmoſt Diſſi- 
mulation: not to puniſh them upon the Spot. 
Bunt how different were the Sentiments of Kizi- 
mires from thoſe of theſe baſe unworthy Flat- 
terers! Her Love, which had been obedient to 
her all the Time of Thacmene s Elevation, be- 
came her! - — was: fallen z 42 
—— at ger o 
—— preg the Unknown, the Stranger, 
the Favourite of Caioubcam, diſappeared — 

her Sight, and ſhe ſaw only Thacmene innocent, 
Tbacmene perſecuted, . by Men and 
Fortune, and above all, Thacmene amiable, ten 
der, reſpectful, and worthy of being preferred 
to the greateſt Prince. This generous Princeſs, 

ſtruck with Sorrow, no ſooner heard that he 
was ſeized, than ſhe flew to the Feet of the 
Queen to implore her Protection to the King. 

The Queen, who was in the Secret, anſwered 
her coldly, that ſhe had already ſpoke of it, but 
that he was inflexible. And . replied the 
Princeſs in Tears, that Warrior whom you 
eſteemed ſo much, this Stranger for whom you 
felt the Tendernels of KITS can * 


The TARTARIAN PRINCE, 329 
bim periſh with ſo much Tranquillity! My 
Sentiments, returned the Queen, are not more 
ſurprizing than your's: I loved Thacmene when. 
the whole World admired him, and you take 
his Part when all abandon him. The King, Woo 
entered at that Moment, ſeeing K:z:mrca all bet 
in Tears, enquired the Cauſe of it, and ap- 
peared extremely ſurprized when the Queen. 
had informed him; but the beauteous Princeſs: 
of Tangut approaching him, and prefling his 
Hands tenderly — My Lord, faid the to him, 
if you ever loved me, grant me T hacmene's 
Pardon; his Virtaes have created him mere 
Enemies than Admirers: If he is accuſed, it is 
falſely ; I am too conſcious of his Greatneſs of + 
Soul not to believe him innocent. | 

 Caioubcam, who looked attentively upon her, 
and ſaw the Exceſs of her Grief, was willing 
for ſome Moments to puniſh her for her for- 
mer Diſſimulation — And how ! my Daugh- 
ter, ſaid he to her; you deſpiſe him, you can- 
not ſuffer his Preſence, and yet you plead for 
him! You defend his Cauſe; _- you tremble - 
for his Life! What can have cauſed ſuch 4 
Change? I muſt know it, and will grant no © 
Requeſt but upon theſe Tema 

Well then, my Lord, reſumed the Princels, 
I love Thacmene unfortunate, without Support. 
and without a Friend; and if to ſave. him! 
mult give up all my Pretenſions to the Crown 
of Tangut, and even my own Life, I ſhall got - © 
heſitate a Moment, n 

I am ſorry, ſaid Ca72ubcam to her, that ou 

did not diſcover theſe Sentiments when I pro. 
poſed him to you as a Huſband; Thamm N 
would have been ſtill innocent, you would hae 


"= 


; _ . 


been happy, and I ſhould: not have been forced 
to put him to Death. What! my Lord, cried 
Kizimirea, will you refuſe me his Pardon! It 
is no longer in my Power, replied he, he muſt 


dye. = 
The beauteous and tender Princeſs then em 


bracing his Knees, conjured him, entreated 
him, and at length finding it was impoſſible to 
move bim, ſhe only begged Permiſſion to ſee 
this unfortunate Stranger. Caioubcam feigning 
an Unwillingneſs to conſent to it, at length 
permitted her; and Kigimirca dreading, left 
he ſhould retract that Favour, repaired imme- 
diately to the Tower, accompanied only by 
two of her Women. > 
Whilſt ſhe went by the uſual Way, the 
King of Thibet repaired thither with Tura 
through a private Communication, and having 
placed themſelves where they could hear all 
that paſſed, without being perceived, they ſaw 
the Princeſs enter the Chamber of Thacmene, 
who, ſtruck with that unexpected. Sight, cried 
out — Oh Heavens! what Deſign, adorable 
Princeſs, can conduct you hither 1. That of 
dying with thee, replied ſne, and giving thee - 
at leaſt the Conſolation of knowing that K:zz- 
mirca never deſpiſed thee, and that the Pride 
of her Birth alone forced her to conceal: the 
Impreſſion thy Merit had made upon her: Cai- 
oubcam has reſolved thy Death; i have uſed my 
_ utmoſt Attempts to ſoften him; nothing would 
move him, and I come to ſhare thy Fate. 
Great Gods refumed Thacmene, tranſported 
with Love and Joy, can there be a happier 
Deſtiny than mine ! Oh Princeſs! continued 
be, throwing: himſelf at her Feet, 3 5 : 
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Exceſs of Virtue do you diſcloſe to me at once! 
What! does the Fear of my Death procure 
me ſo tranſporting a Confeſſion! Ah1 have no 

Apprehenſions for my Life; ſince I don't ex- 

pire with Joy at this happy Moment, my Life- 

cannot be in Danger. No, Thacmene, ſaid the 

melancholly Princeſs, Hatter not yourſelf; I 

love you, it 4s true, but you muſt periſh; I 
know the King, his Reſolutions: are not to be 

ſhaken ; the whole Court is againſt: yon; and 

thoſe who adored. you in your Height of For- 
tune, no charge you with a thouſand Crimes. 

J, alas! I alone, dare to depend upon your 

Innocence; my Heart aſſures me of it, and 

Matters itſelf it thoroughly knows yours, and” 

could not have been ſubdued by a Paſſion for a 

Man unworthy of creating it. | 

Ah it is too much, interrupted the happy 

Thacmene, let Caiaubcam diſpoſe of my Life as 

he pleaſes, my Death will be too glorious not 
to be defirable. But, divine Princeſs, reaſſure 
yourſelf, the King is juſt and virtuous; obtain 

from him for me Leave only to be heard before 
all his ungrateful Court, and I will prove my 

Innocence with ſo much Luſtre, upon what- 

ever Accuſations may be imputed againft me, 

that my. Enemies themſelves ſhall fall. at my 

Feet covered with Shame and Remorſe. The 

Princeſs felt ſome Surprize at the Aſſurance of 

Thac mene; but whilſt ſhe endeavoured to find 

out what Method he had to confound his Ene- 

mies, the King of Thibet, ſatisfied with what 
he had heard, immediately quitted the Towery-. 
and returning with Tura to his Apartment, 


where all the tiers were aſſembled, he aloud | 
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mei into his Preſence. Aura obeyed ; and 
- every one believing that Caicubcam would then 
pronounce the Sentence on him, whoſe Glory 
Had given them ſo much Envy, they waited . 
with Impatience for the Moment when they 
might ;nfult over his Misfortune, 
The Queen, inſtructed of what was to ſuc- 
ceed, repaired immediately to the King's 
Apartment ; ; and ſome ſhort Time after, they 
ſaw Thacmene enter, accompanied by Aura and 
the Princeſs of Tangut, who would not quit 
him, reſolving to follow him even to the Grave, 
if her laſt Efforts could not obtain his Pardon. 
Thacmene, diſarmed and conducted as a Cri- 
minal, appeared before the Eyes of his Enemies 
with an Air of Majeſty that diſconcerted them; 
but Cazoubcam ſtill augmented their growing 
Confuſion, when advancing to his Favourite, 
and ſpreading open his Arms to receive him — 
Dear Thacmene, ſaid he to him, excuſe the Ar- 
tifice I have made uſe of to know at once the 
Greatneſs of thy Soul, the Sentiments of Kizi- 
mirca, and thoſe of thy Rivals; I have never 
ceaſed to love thee : My Heart has no Suſpi- 
cion, no Accuſation againſt thee ; and to prove 
my Sincerity, receive from my Hand that of 


Rezimirca and the Crown of 7“ angut : That 


Princeſs .can no longer refuſe thee, after this 
Confeſſion of her Tenderneſs: Her Honour 
and her Repoſe are both too ſtrongly intereſted, 
and I cannot puniſh thoſe that envied thee | 
more, than by raiſing thee to a Rank which | 
muſt force them to pay thee Homage. 
The Aſtoniſnment of the Courtiers at this 
Diſcourſe was inconceivable, and the Princeſs 
of _— Rod not reſtrain her * at 
| | ing 
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deing deceived in ſo extraordinary a manner. 
But T hacmene gave them no Leiſure to reflect 
upon this Event; throwing himſelf at the Feet 


of Cazoubcam — I can never, my Lord, ſaid he 
to him, return you ſuitable Thanks, norenough 


admire the Prudence of your Deſigns; yet, my 
Lord, to judge with Certainty of Thacmene's 
Soul, you muſt know him thoroughly; triumph 
over your Indignation againſt ſo many brave 
Men, and let their Blindneſs excuſe their Fault: 
They beheld in me only a Stranger, an Un- 
known, who by ſome few Services had, on a 
ſudden, ſnatched from them the Heart of their 
Sores and who was alone loaded with all 
thoſe Favours which they thought they had 
deſerved by ſo many Years of Zeal and Attach- 


ment. They were ignorant, my Lord, that it 


was not to my weak Virtues that I owe 2 
Goodneſs, but to the invincible Power of Hlood 


and Nature that forced you to love the happy 5 
Lulimazin, under the Name of the unknown 


Thacmene,. '. © 


Then diſcovering the fatal Arrow, the Apart · 


ment reſounded with theſe Words: It is. the 
Prince! It is Zulimazin ] Oh my Son} OR 


thrice. happy King! Oh fortunate Queenf 
"Theſe redoubled Acclamations were accom» 


panied with the moſt lively Tranſports in Gare 
oubcam and the Queen his Conſort; they held 
Zulimazin in their Arms with ſuch Raptures 


of Joy and Tenderneſs, as thoſe alone whs 
have felt them are able to conceive. To 

The Courtiers confuſed, and ſtruck with 
Dread and Surprize, proſtrated themſelves with 
their Faces on the Ground, to implore the 
 Clemency of Caioubcam; and the Prince: of 


 Thitet 


— 


_— — On 
. c * *, 


your unjuſt 1 88 27 2:08 SH mor ie ee 
. _ Ceaſe, my Father, replied the King to him, 
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Thibet judging of their Inquietude — It would 
be unjuſt, my Lord, faid he to the King his 


Father, that this important Day ſhould not be 


a Day of general Rejoicing to all your Sub- 
jects; I have coſt them already too many 
Tears, for them to ſhed more at the acknow- 
ledging me as their Prince, and I will never 
quit the Feet of your Majeſty, till you have 
promiſed me to forget for ever that they once 
dared to make me the Subject of their Hatred. 
For you, generous Princefs, ſaid he to Kizi- 
mirca, whoſe Tears and Silence plainly expref- 
ſed her Joy and Tenderneſs, diſpoſe of the 
Fate of Thacmene and Zulimazin, both are ſub- 
ject to you, and will difdain all Crowns if your 
Heart does not accompany the. 
It is no longer Time, my Lord, anſwered 
ſhe tenderly, to diſpute with you either my 
Heart or the Crown, I love the valiant Thac- 
mene, I love and I reſpe& the illuſtrious Zuli- 


main 


As ſhe finiſhed theſe Words, they ſaw the 
eat Lama of Thibet enter-precipitately, fol- 
wed by a venerable old Man, who advancing 
to Caioubcam — Suſpend your Sentence, my 
Lord, cried they, Thacmene is your Son, the 
Tartar Zingis, whom you behold here, pre- 


ſerved him; and your Subjects alarmed at the 
Fate prepared for this young Warrior, whoſe 


Birth they are yet ignorant of, are ready to 
fall upon the Guards to preſerve him from 


- 


ceaſe to be alarmed ; the Prince has made him- 
ſelf known, and if he had not, his Life was 
not in the leaſt Danger. Then Zulimazin em- 
N | 9 bracing 


+: : 
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bracing Zingis, preſented him to the King, and 
eaſily obtain'd his Pardon in favour of the noble 


Education he had given him. This venerable 


Tartarian informed Caioubcam of thoſe Adven- 


tures which Zulimazin had before related to the 


Lama, and finiſhed his Diſcourſe by ſaying, 


that a dangerous IIlneſs having obliged him to 
retard his Journey, he arrived at Thibet but 
that Morning, when the High Prieſt and him- 
ſelf being informed of the Danger of the 
Prince, and the Tumult of the People, they 


had flown with the utmoſt Haſte to perſwade 


his Majeſty from a Crime, which he could not 


have been guilty of but through Ignorance, and 
the obſtinate Silence of Zulimazin. | : 

That young Prince confeſſed the Reaſons of 
Love and Glory which had obliged him to con- 


ceal himſelf ſo long; and Caioubcam diſcloſed 
to the View of the whole Court thoſe which 
he had for his late Action; and as, by this 
Eclairciſement, he made known to the Prince 


the ſincere Affection of Aura, he expreſſed 


his Gratitude for it by the tendereſt Marks of 
Eſteem and Confideration. Sar 


In the mean time, the tumultuous Multitude 
making their Cries reſound even to the Apart- 
ment of the King, that Monarch taking Zuli- 


mazin by the Hand — Come, ſaid he to him, 
come, my Son, let us ſhew my Subjects that 
they are as ignorant of the Sentiments of their 


Sovereign as they are of the Birth of Thac- 


mene. At theſe Words, followed by the whole 


Court, they repaired to a long open Gallery 


which ſurrounded the Palace, and opened into” | 
the great Square of the City, where all the * 


Multitude were gathered, together with the _ 


young 
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young Warriors who had fought under the Com- 
mand of 7 hacmene: At his Sight they gave a thou- 
ſand Cries of Joy, and held out their Arms as if 
to conjure him to come and join them; but the 
King having impoſed Silence, related to them in 
few Words, the Event of that glorious Day; and 
| diſcovering himſelf the left Breaſt of Zulimaxin, 
they redoubled their Cries and Acclamations, ſhow- 
ering a thouſand Benedictions on the Tartar Zingis, 
and laying down their Arms, they ſeparated, to let 
their SatiefaBtion break out in Feaſts, Sports, and 
all the Rejoicings-cuſtomary to their Nation upon 
ſuch Occaſions. Theſe were ſtill farther au 
Tome few Days after by the Marriage of K:izimirca 
with Zulimaxin, the Ceremony of which was per- 
formed with all imaginable Magnificence. Caioub- 
cam obliged Zingis to recal his Family, and to eſta- 
'bliſh himſelf in Thibet, where the Gratitude of 
Zulimaxin raiſed him to the higheft Employments. 
The Courtiers aſhamed of their Error, and pene- 
trated with the Generoſity of the Prince, ſtrove to 
repair their Fault, by their Zeal, their Attachment, 
and their F idelity. 
EZulimaxin would never conſent to take the ſu- 
preme Autbority in the Kingdom of Tangut dur- 
ing the Hife of En Fade put after his Death he 
poſed the two Crowns) 225 more Glory than 
any of his Predeceſſors. 11 beauteous Arzimirca 
had. never any Rival to fears- Her Love was ex- 
treme for her illuſtrious Confoft, and was recom- 
penced with a Conſtancy equal to her own. Their 
Reign over the Thibetans and Jangutans raiſed them 
to ſuch a Height of Felicity and Honour, that they 
ſtill preſerve a tender Remembrance of the Names 
of 7 mn nn and Lizimirta. 
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